
 

 

CATHOLIC Communities of 

We deeply respect the Aboriginal Community of Bunnerong upon whose land our parish resides 

ADMIN CENTRE 
 

844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165  

Mon - Fri   9:00am – 4:00pm  

Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 

Email:  officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au  

Webpage:  www.holytrinityparish.org.au 

Parish Co-ordinator 

Anabel Acosta-Harvey (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 

Clerical Officers 

Marushka Dias (Monday to Friday) 

Linda De Souza (Wednesday Volunteer) 
 

Bookkeeper  

Luisa May (Monday) 

Email:  financeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 

Stewardship Program 

Kelvin Wong (Monday & Tuesday Volunteer) 

Email:  Kelvin.Wong@cam.org.au 

PASTORAL CENTRE 
122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204  

Mon - Fri   9:00am – 2.30pm  

Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 

Email: pastoralholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 

Pastoral Co-ordinator 

Donrita Reefman (Sat to Thurs fortnightly)  

 

Pastoral Associates (10.00am—3.30pm) 

Loretta Hughes & Sr Delia Donahoe OLSH -  
                                                          (Volunteers) 

Kathy Lillis  (Baptisms)  
 

Sacramental Teachers 
Betty De Marco & Lidia Boschini  
 

Priests: Fr. Jacob M.S.T. (Parish Priest) 

Email:  raju.jacob@cam.org.au  
 

Fr. Paul Gurry       Fr. Michael Morgan 
Fr. John O’Reilly    Fr. Malcolm Crawford 
Fr. Peter Matheson  Fr. Paul Connell  

 

2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C – 24TH APRIL 2022 

            
 844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165     122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204               2 Buchan St, Moorabbin 3189  

We are committed to upholding the safety & dignity of each child & young person ensuring their ability to grow                
and develop in a caring and supportive environment in our communities. 

QR CODE TO BOOK 
 

‘We want to celebrate this great event with 

some good food and good people. It will be     

really appreciated if you could join us.  

QR Code to purchase your ticket via Trybooking.’  

mailto:officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
http://www.holytrinityparish.org.au
mailto:financeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
mailto:KELVIN.WONG@CAM.ORG.AU
mailto:pastoralholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
mailto:raju.jacob@cam.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BYPZP
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HOLY TRINITY PARISH NEWS 

 

 
A WARM WELCOME TO FR PAUL CONNELL 

We warmly welcome Fr Paul Connell as a  
supply priest at St. Paul’s Church during  
Fr Jacob’s holiday period. Fr Paul was a past 
St Paul’s priest some years back. It is a great 
joy to have him join us back! 

 

BLESSED EASTER WATER 
Fonts can be used by parishioners as they enter and 
leave the church. Fonts will be refilled with holy water 
and all precaution and care is taken as the water will be 
changed once a week.  
 

FUNERAL COORDINATOR POSITION AVAILABLE 
With the increasing number of funerals being                 
conducted by the Parish, we are seeking applications 
for the position of Funeral Coordinator to assist the 
Pastoral Coordinator in providing care for our parish 
community. This will be a paid position, involving 12 
hours of work each week spread over Mondays,              
Thurdays and Fridays according to funeral schedules. 
For a copy of the Position description contact the         
Admin Centre or visit Parish website.  

Applications close on Wednesday, 27th April 2022. 

In Appreciation 

Over the last two years because of COVID and its accompanying restrictions, we were unable to gather as a parish  
community to celebrate the Easter triduum-3 of the holiest of days in our church calendar. So, it was with joy and gratitude  
this year that we were able to celebrate Holy Week; Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Stations of the  
Cross at St Paul’s, the Easter Vigil and masses on Easter Sunday with members at all our three communities. Ceremonies on  
each of these days were attended by large congregations confident again in coming together as a community. 
 

For every hour that our Parish community spends in praising and thanking God, many individuals and groups spend many  
hours planning and preparing those services. This was obvious throughout all the ceremonies. The preparation was  
thorough, the implementation unobtrusive and very sensitive. The resulting ceremonies were inspiring and spiritually  
uplifting. 
 

On behalf of Holy Trinity Parish, I wish to thank the Pastoral and Admin team for coordinating and facilitating the work of 
all our selfless volunteers. The wonderful collaboration and coordination of the Liturgical team; Kylie (St. Peter’s), Libby & 
Kerry (St. Paul’s) and Sheelagh (St. Catherine’s) and I thank my fellow priests Fr Malcolm, Fr Michael and Fr Paul who       
presided in the ceremonies in each community. 
 

I thank each member of the following groups: 

Commentators, Sacristans, Environment team, Musicians, Choirs, Proclaimers of the Word, Ushers, Extraordinary ministers  
of Holy Communion, Team coordinators, 12 Apostles, those who prepared the fires for the Easter Vigil, Symbol-bearers,  
Livestream/Computer operators, Hospitality team, Procession of Gifts Volunteers, Counters, Collectors and all other          
generous people who work behind the scenes in the service of our parish family.   
 

Last but not the least, I thank everyone for participating in our Easter Liturgical Celebrations to achieve that great success  
together as one community. Thank you for making the Holy Week of 2022 so special. 

Fr Jacob P.P.  
Holy Trinity Parish, 
Easter 2022 

MASS TIMETABLE 
Week commencing 25th April 2022 

MONDAY 25TH APRIL - ANZAC DAY 

 10:00am Mass St. Peter’s 

TUESDAY 26TH APRIL 

 10:00am Mass St. Paul’s 

WEDNESDAY 27TH APRIL 

10:00am Mass St. Catherine’s 

THURSDAY 28TH APRIL 

10:00am Mass St. Paul’s 

FRIDAY 29TH APRIL 

10:00am Mass St. Peter’s 

SATURDAY 30TH APRIL 

  8:30 am Mass St. Catherine’s 

  6:00 pm Mass St. Paul’s 

  6:30 pm Mass St. Peter’s 

SUNDAY 1ST MAY 

  8:30 am Mass St. Peter’s 

  9:30 am Mass St. Paul’s 

10:30 am Mass St. Catherine’s 

10:30 am Mass St. Peter’s 

  5:30 pm Mass St. Peter’s 

Individual confessions are available 1/2 hour before                 
each Mass. 

https://holytrinityparish.org.au/position-vacant


 

 

HOLY TRINITY PASTORAL PERSPECTIVES 

The work of the pastoral team is to empower you, the people of Holy Trinity Parish, to take up the mission                   
of Christ to and with one another.  

Contact Donrita at the Pastoral Centre pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au                                                                               
to discuss how you might offer your time and talent. 

MUSIC MATTERS! – Musicam Sacram 

“Sacred music, in those aspects which  
concern the liturgical renewal, was  
carefully considered by the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council. It explained its role in 

divine services, issued a number of principles and laws 
on this subject in the Constitution on the Liturgy, and 
devoted the Constitution on the Liturgy, and devoted to 
it an entire chapter of the same Constitution. 
“(Musicam Sacram, 1) 

“Peace be with you” - Jesus stands alongside us,            
tenderly drawing us out from doubt and disbelief.          

A reflection on this week’s scriptures from                 
Australian Catholic 

                 - 

“WE ARE IN THE NEWS!” - Look here to see the article 
about Holy Trinity Parish’s Lenten Program featured in 
Proclaim by the Archdiocese. 
 

JOIN ME ON OUR PARISH PILGRIMAGE 
In collaboration with Harvest Journeys, our 
parish team and I are coordinating a Parish 
Pilgrimage, In the Footsteps of St Mary 
MacKillop, our first Australian saint! 
You are invited to join me as we travel from Melbourne 
to Adelaide on a unique Australian Pilgrimage,             
following the story of Mary’s life and times and          
witnessing the landscapes in which Mary worked and 
travelled. 
We will travel together, pray together, celebrate daily 
Mass together and share this remarkable pilgrimage of 
faith and reflection, while experiencing the wonders of 
our country along the way. Book early to avoid  
disappointment, as places will be limited.        - Fr Jacob                

This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday 
Jesus said to Saint Faustina: “I desire that the 
Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all 
souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that 
day, the very depths of My mercy are open. 
The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very 

depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will 
not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My             
Mercy.” (Diary 699) 
 

PLENARY COUNCIL NEWS 
On Easter Sunday, the Catholic Church in Australia is 
launching Walking in the Spirit -  a Pilgrimage of Prayer 
for the Plenary Council’s final assembly in July 2022. The 
People of God across Australia are invited to participate in 
prayer as together we journey with the Plenary Council 
towards this important last Assembly.  See the Plenary 
Council Website here for more information. 
 

OUR MISSION – FORMING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 
The Alpha team has been busy this Easter. We assisted 
leading the Stations of the Cross at St Pauls on Good      
Friday and some of us sprinkled the congregation with 
blessed water on the Easter Vigil during the renewal of 
baptismal promises. Our next team meeting is our       
weekend retreat on 6th to 8th of May. We are also meeting 
informally with those enquiring into the Catholic faith. 
Please keep us in your prayers.  

- Kylie Saccotelli (on behalf of the Alpha team) 
 

ST PAUL’S & ST PETER’S PROCEDURE FOR            
COMMUNION PROCESSION 
Now that we are able to worship in a more “normal” way 
again, we will be reverting to the “normal” procedure of 
our Communion procession. We will proceed down the 
centre aisle as before COVID precautions. To commence 
first weekend of May. 
 

ST PAUL’S SERRA CLUB & TRAVELING CHALICE 
The Oakleigh Deanery Serra Club fosters and promotes         
vocations to the ministerial priesthood and support priests 
in their sacred ministry. Serra Club member parishioners 
meet on the 1st Thursday of the month after St Paul’s 
10am mass.  

The Traveling Chalice directly involves parishioners.  At the 
end of a weekend Mass, a family or couple or individual        
receives the chalice from the priest and takes a turn in          
taking chalice home for a week, saying special daily prayers          
provided to pray for vocations. 
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ROSTERS  for 23rd & 24th APRIL 2022 & 1st & 2nd MAY 2022 

Gentle reminder: We request should you be unable to meet your duty to seek a replacement. Thankyou. 
St Peter’s  23rd &24th Apr 6.30PM 8.30AM 10.30AM 5.30PM 

Lector Niloufer Lobo Vanita Fernandez Volunteer needed Rohini Tannen 

Commentator Drusilla Gonsalvez Kathy Lillis Helen Bell Paul Collins 

Mass Coordinator Dan Merta Volunteer needed Anne Schiavo Marjorie Brady 

Computer Operator Dan Merta Vanita Fernandez Dylan Rayen Dan Merta 

Sacristan Angela Flavian Vanita Fernandes Rose Fagan Marjorie Brady 

Choir Dan Merta Choir TBA Choir TBA Dan Merta 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Rosario Corio,                   
volunteers needed 

Patrice & Joan Marshall, 
volunteer needed 

Arthur Rocha,                    
Trish Ticca, Beverley 

Ernest Collins,             
volunteers needed 

Sunday Cuppa - after 8.30am John Fitzsimons & Lorraine Calnon 

Sunday Cuppa - after 10.30am Fitzroy & Romaine Pereira 

St Peter’s  1st & 2nd May 6.30PM 8.30AM 10.30AM 5.30PM 

Lector Sonia Pires Joan Marshall Dom Pinto Sheryl Collins 

Commentator Drusilla Gonsalvez Patrice Marshall John Lo Schiavo Susan O'Mahoney 

Mass Coordinator Dan Merta Volunteer needed Anne Schiavo Marjorie Brady 

Computer Operator Dan Merta Vanita Fernandez Gabriella Pinto Dan Merta 

Sacristan Angela Flavian Vanita Fernandes Vanita Fernandes Marjorie Brady 

Choir Dan Merta Val Suhr Donna Vowles Ernest Collins 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Rosario Corio,                   
2 volunteers needed 

3 volunteers needed 
Arthur Rocha,           
Trish Ticca,                   
volunteer needed 

Marjorie Brady,         
2 volunteers needed 

Sunday Cuppa - after 8.30am Kevin Montgomerie & Liz Liston 

Sunday Cuppa - after 10.30am Sujay Bhowmick 

St Paul’s 
23rd &24th Apr 

6.00PM 9.30AM 

Lector Peggy Davis Kerry Burns 

Commentator Brindyl Madhusudan Elly Bacosa 

Mass Coordinator Brindyl Madhusudan Teresa Meyer 

Computer Operator Angie Gomez Teresa Meyer 

Sacristan Renzil and Sandra Patricia Baxter 

Choir Barbara Bretherton Chris & Jane 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Amanda Bonso,                      
Brindyl Madhusudan, 
Peggy Davis 

Teresa Meyer,    
Kaye Evans 

Sunday Cuppa ANZAC Day 

St Paul’s 
1st & 2nd May 

6.00PM 9.30AM 

Lector Vanita Carvalho Elly Bacosa 

Commentator Volunteer needed Libby Thomas 

Mass Coordinator Brindyl Madhusudan Kerry Burns 

Computer Operator Dominic Carvalho Kerry Burns 

Sacristan Rex and Pam Koch Teresa Meyer 

Choir Chrys Theobald Barbara B & Sue E 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Amanda Bonso, 
Brindyl Madhusudan, 
Pam Koch 

Teresa Meyer, 
Kaye Evans 

Sunday Cuppa Liz Vinning 

St Catherine’s 
24th Apr 

10.30AM 

Lector Bernadette Farrell 

Commentator Shobha Thomas 

Altar Society Lena Caltabiano 

Computer Operator Stephen Caltiabiano 

Sacristan Peter Thomas 

Extraordinary Ministers Carolyn O'Connor 

Choir Nadine Warapen 

Counters 
Bernadette Jennings, 
Daniela Pitrone 

St Catherine’s 
2nd May 

10.30AM 

Lector Peter Visalli 

Commentator Catherine Sidaway 

Altar Society Margaret Rocha 

Computer Operator Pauline Phelan 

Sacristan Alistair Gomeze 

Extraordinary Ministers Mary Gill 

Choir I Tunes 

Counters 
Pam Rosario, 
Patrick Lewis 

ST PETER’S LIVE STREAM MASS  
Join us for Mass on Saturdays                
at 6.30pm. Please click here. 

NEW LIFE IN GOD’S SPIRIT  
Join us on 9th May for this wonderful 8 week seminar 

that will change your life. Call Lidia - 0401384694 for info. 

https://holytrinityparish.org.au/live-streaming-of-mass
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BAPTISMS this weekend at St. Peter’s on 24th April  

We warmly welcome the little ones as they will be Baptised  

through water and the Holy Spirit this weekend.  

We welcome their parents and Godparents as well. 

         Alexia Simonetta, Amelia Mariela Wade, Oliver Graham Mcgaw,  

           Leonardo Winston Lindsey, Alexander Jude D'cruz and Ezra Emmanuel Kiran Leonardo 

Alexia Ezra 

Pray for Our Community 

For Healing  
St. PETER’s: Margaret Barthelson, Nadia Chaib, Liz Coyne, Jay Japai, Amee Japai, Brendan Mayne, Ariel Mayo, Jong Labrador, 

Cecilio Rivera Dizon, Margaret Reid, Freddie Pynadath, George Regos, Margaret Buttigieg, Suzanne Sipos, David Robertson,         

Noel and Neeliya Edema, Betty Pattison, Steven, Reg Smythe, Baby Jaiden Bruce, Avis Smith, Mary Leyshon, Lois Durkin,              

Kevin Owens, Emma Thursky, Victoria, Val Hendry, Wayne Butteriss, Sandra Jones (Qld), Ashley Popov, Rosemary Anthonisz,       

Bob Cull, Helen Mille, Sam Williams, Jackie Greeley, Wan Kok On, Eric Dodd, Sharon Markell, Riley Sinclair, Sue Bartlett (Austin), 

Cyril Johnstone, Tyson Joseph, Leonie Kerley, Dr Edna Pereira, Martin Johnson, Vince Bezzina, Jakob Deans, Mark Lewis,                

Judy Meehan, Jenny Liston, Josh Kelly, Teresa Palma, Carmel Lazzaro. 

St. PAUL’s: Dennis O’Brien, Brendan Mayne, Marie Morrissey, Peter Morrissey, Margaret Leigh, Leah Douglas, Joshua Smith, 

Noelle Tierney, Virginia Mc Sweeney, Tanya Wall, Russell Johnstone, Paul Davis. 

St. CATHERINE’s: Gino Pinzone, Margaret Pinzone, Daniel Rivalland, Joyce Diamond, Alan Cameron, Michael Ebzery,                       
Pat Molloy, Larry Muir, Robyn Roberts, Mary Hackett, Gillian Gamble, Anita Meares, Philip Wszola, Allan Bui, Bill Baird,                  
Anthony Leggiero, Peter Brown, Aubrey Milhussin, Rodney Butts, Tony Mallozzi, Emma Mallozzi, Noreen Davidson, Dolly Hoff, 

Anne Grounds, Peter Wilson, Jeff Rudland, Peter Jennings, Jean Sutton 

Anniversaries occurring around this time 
St. PETER’s: Lawrence Pinto(3yrs), Nancy Laragy (8yrs), Grace Mary Morton, 
Lynette Benett 
St. PAUL’s:  Elizabeth and Thomas Way, Mary Gill. 
St. CATHERINE’s: Peter Briggs, Peter Sidaway, Daisy Adams, Jean Bowd, 
Michelle Burleigh. 

ST. PETER’S WORLD VISION FUNDRAISING APPEAL 

Dear Parishioners,  

Thank you for your donations over the last 2 quarters, either by direct        
deposit or personal pickup; without your help we would not be able to                  
continue supporting Stella, Nadia, Jacqueline & Van Hiep. We are due our 
next payment by end April and I am excited to get back to meeting you in 
person to collect more of your generous contributions.  

I will able available in the McKenna Centre after all Masses on Saturday 7th 
& Sunday 8th May. I do look forward to seeing you. Thanks once again for 
being part of this fundraiser.  

Jackie Francis    | Mobile : 0421 098 358 | Email : franjac1162@gmail.com 

Recently Deceased 
St. PETER’s: Joanne Steele. 
St. PAUL’s: Jane Colwell (Anne Taylor's 
sister), Neville Atkinson. 
St. CATHERINE’s:  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 1ST  

RECONCILIATION CANDIDATES  

We wish all our children at St Paul’s and 
St Peter’s schools the very 

best as they will receive the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
during this weekend Masses.  

BIRTHDAY WISHES  

We wish Lloyd Burrows “A 
Very Happy 93rd Birthday. 

God Bless You!  

FEELING LIKE CAKE BUT DON'T WANT TO BAKE! 

The East Bentleigh St Vincent de Paul conference will be having a Mother's Day Cake stall at St Peter's Church following the 
10.30am Mass on Sunday May 8th. Money raised will go towards the Vinnies Assist A Student Program. Access to education 
is a proven way of assisting individuals to reach their full potential. The Assist A Student Program provides funds to            
students in our partner countries in Asia and the Pacific to assist students with education expenses. Local Vincentians in our 
partner countries select students and administer the funds, this program has the potential to provide real impact on their 
ability to access education services. We hope you will continue your fantastic support of East Bentleigh Vinnies and enjoy 
the cakes at the same time! 

mailto:franjac1162@gmail.com
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A REFLECTION FOR ANZAC DAY 

 25 April is Anzac Day - HAPPY ANZAC DAY! 

This year, Anzac Day falls at a time when we still live in the shadow of coronavirus. 
The epidemic has been a tragedy for many people and societies. That is true of  
Australia, too, though we have been spared the massive deaths and continuous 
disruption experienced in many other nations. The costs of the virus, however, 
have also been accompanied by benefits. They have pressed us to separate what 
matters from what we have always taken for granted, and the superficial from the genuine. It is no coincidence that the 
Black Lives Matter movement and the marches to protest against the toleration of abuse against women in parliamentary 
circles have eroded community tolerance of systematic racial and gender abuse. These are all part of a wider need to         
rethink previously accepted attitudes. 

That need may also touch our celebration of Anzac Day. Its association with flags, with guns and whizzbang weaponry, with 
a warrior culture, and with self-congratulation on our perceived national identity, seem superficial. As in Homer’s poem The 
Iliad, where the excitement and courage of battle ebb away as the curtains of death fall over the eyes of the fallen, we shall 
now be more inclined to see the battles of Anzac through the eyes of those who died both on the beaches of Gallipoli and 
in the flu epidemic that followed. 

In its earliest days, Anzac Day was an occasion to remember the dead and, what a North Vietnamese novelist described as, 
‘the sadness of war’. It is a day on which to remember both our own soldiers and those whom they fought as alike they lie 
beneath the earth. As we pray with our New Zealand cousins in thanks for the lives of our soldiers who fought together, we 
can also join in thanks that in both nations we have largely been spared from the ravages of the coronavirus. 

As we recover from the coronavirus, however, there is a risk of forgetting its lessons. It taught us to respect the living – 
those different from ourselves as well as those like us. We need to extend this respect to the people whom we often treat 
as outcasts. At Jesuit Social Services, we come into contact with vulnerable young people who come into the justice system. 
They are often regarded, even by politicians, as trash and treated in a way that makes them more likely to re-offend. 

The effects of this kind of disrespect shows us the ultimate futility of dividing our world into people like us and enemies. 
This lesson might be pertinent at a time when a romantic view of China as best mates has given way to a clearer view of a 
nation with its own interests that will sometimes coincide with our own interests and sometimes differ. We also see              
differences in the values espoused by the political class in each nation and the conflict in each between its spoken values 
and its practice. 

A change of attitudes carries the risk that we shall see China as our enemy, and its people as different and lesser than                 
ourselves. We then congratulate ourselves for living by the values we proclaim as Australian, and condemn Chinese people 
for not living by their spoken values. China and Chinese people alike become the enemy. We have already seen this risk on 
display in the pillorying of Chinese business people in Australia and in the growing reports of prejudice and abuse met by 
Chinese students and their families. 

In such an environment, it will be natural to return to the chauvinistic view of Anzac Day as a celebration of self-attributed 
Australian values. That return should be resisted by focusing on those who have died, not only from our own nations, but 
from all nations. 

By Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ, 25 April 2021 
Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ writes for Jesuit Communications and Jesuit Social Services. 

REFLECTION  
Picture yourself in that upper room. You are hiding in fear of the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities 

after seeing how they tortured and killed your beloved Jesus. You are filled with grief at losing your  

beloved Jesus, who had become the whole centre of your world for the past three years. Rumours from 

some women who claim to have seen Jesus alive have you wanting to cling to hope, but it all seems so 

unbelievable. You think they have experienced hopeful hallucinations.  Then it happens. Quietly, without 

fanfare, he is there, offering you peace in your turmoil. Sending you to continue his mission. 

The same message is for us.  All of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection was to this end – to send us forth as his disciples.               

To be a Christian means to have received the same Spirit that empowered Jesus; to be sent forth with his message of peace 

and hope; to forgive sins and bring about peace.  Through the experience of Thomas, we believe in the resurrection.                 

We are ready to go forth and make disciples of Jesus.  It is for us to discern how we each are able to respond. 

- Donrita Reefman (Pastoral Coordinator) 



 

 

DID YOU KNOW…?  

Divine Mercy in action: A TIME magazine issue in 1984 presented a startling  
cover. It pictured a prison cell where two men sat on metal folding chairs. The 
young man wore a blue turtleneck sweater, blue jeans and white running 
shoes. The older man was dressed in a white robe and had a white skullcap on 
his head. They sat facing one another, up-close and personal. They spoke  
quietly so as to keep others from hearing the conversation. The young man 
was Mehmet Ali Agca, the pope’s would-be assassin (he shot and wounded 

the Pope on May 13, 1981); the other man was Pope St. John Paul II, the intended victim. The Pope held 
the hand that had held the gun whose bullet had torn into the Pope’s body. This was a living icon of 
mercy. John Paul’s forgiveness was deeply Christian. His deed with Ali Agca spoke a thousand words. He 
embraced his enemy and pardoned him. At the end of their 20-minute meeting, Ali Agca raised the 
Pope’s hand to his forehead as a sign of respect. John Paul shook Ali Agca’s hand tenderly. When the 
Pope left the cell he said, “What we talked about must remain a secret between us. I spoke to him as a 
brother whom I have pardoned and who has my complete trust.” --- This is an example of God’s Divine 
Mercy, the same Divine Mercy whose message St. Faustina witnessed.  
(http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/CU/ac0308.asp); video: https://youtu.be/RdK. 
 
The first reading (Acts 5:12-16):Luke, the author of Acts, describes the life-style and activities of our  
earliest predecessors in the Christian Faith, holding up for us, as it were, a model of what the Church is 
called to become.  The passage explains how the Risen Lord continued to show His Divine Mercy to the 
sick through the healing and preaching ministry of the Apostles in the early Church.  The apostles’ Faith 
enabled them to minister to the people, giving them the Lord’s healing love through the “signs and  
wonders” that Jesus had promised would accompany their work.  Following the model of service set 
forth by Jesus, they healed the sick by wielding God’s power over disease and unclean spirits. "People 
even came crowding in from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and those 
tormented by unclean spirits - and all of them were cured." These cures illustrate how the power of the 
Resurrection can work miracles, even through ordinary people.  We know that this power of the  
Resurrection still operates today because we have seen how a friendly smile, a gentle touch, or a  
willingness to forgive can heal a broken spirit, and how the challenging words of a parent, a teacher,                
or a friend can quicken the mind and heart. 
 
The second reading (Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19) In this book, John describes an extraordinary                
experience he had while living in banishment in the penal colony on the island of Patmos.  He wrote this 
book at Jesus’ command, to comfort and bolster the Faith of the persecuted Christians by reassuring 
them of the presence of the merciful Lord in their lives.  Here we read about the vision of the Risen 
Christ in glory and read the messages Jesus gave John for each of the major Christian communities at 
that time.  The usefulness of the Book of Revelation to us Christians is not so much in its symbolic         
language as in the comfort and strength we receive from solidarity with other Christians in distress.           
We, who are privileged to anticipate the victory of Christ through the Sacraments and especially in the 
Eucharist, are also encouraged to fight fear with Faith, and trepidation about the future with trust and 

hope.   
"He touched me with his right hand and said, 'Do not be afraid. I am the First 
and the Last, the One Who lives. Once I was dead, but now I am alive forever 
and ever.'" The book conveys the message that we are called to live out in our 
lives in such a way that, through us, others may be able to exclaim, 

“We have seen the Lord!”. 
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  ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  4 Esdr 2:36-37 

Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God, 
who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia. 

FIRST READING  Acts 5:12-16 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The numbers of men and women who came to believe in 
the Lord increased steadily. 

The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the 
Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, but 
the people were loud in their praise and the numbers of 
men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased 
steadily. So many signs and wonders were worked among 
the people at the hands of the apostles that the sick were 
even taken out into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping
-mats in the hope that at least the shadow of Peter might fall 
across some of them as he went past. People even came 
crowding in from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing 
with them their sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, 
and all of them were cured. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 117:2-4. 22-27. R. v.1 

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting.    Or (R.) Alleluia! 

1. Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say:  
‘His love has no end.’ (R.) 

2. The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord,a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. 

(R.) 
3. O Lord, grant us salvation; O Lord grant success. 

Blessed in the name of the Lord is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; 
the true God is our light. (R.) 

SECOND READING Rv 1:9-13, 17-19 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever. 

My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your 
brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom, and all you 
endure. I was on the island of Patmos for having preached 
God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day 
and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind me, 
shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in a 
book.’ I turned round to see who had spoken to me, and 
when I turned I saw seven golden lamp-stands and, 
surrounded by them, a figure like a Son of man, dressed in a 
long robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle. 

When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he 
touched me with his right hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it 
is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living One. I was dead 
and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold the keys of 
death and of the underworld. Now write down all that you 
see of present happenings and things that are still to come.’ 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Jn 20:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you 
have seen me; happy those who have not seen me, but still 
believe! Alleluia! 

GOSPEL  Jn 20:19-31  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them. 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, 
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He 
said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when 
they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After 
saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ Thomas, 
called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have 
seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the 
nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes 
they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I 
refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the 
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be 
with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger 
here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it 
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe 
because you can see me. Happy are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.’ There were many other signs that 
Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not 
recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing this you may have life through his name. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Cf. Jn 20:27 

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not 
be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 

Readings for 3rd Sunday of Easter Year C - 1st May 2022 

First Reading: Acts 5:27-32. 40-41 
Second Reading: Rv 5:11-14 

Gospel: Jn 21:1-19 
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