
 

 

We deeply respect the Aboriginal Community of Bunnerong upon whose land our parish resides 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A – 4TH DECEMBER 2022 

            
 844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165     122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204               2 Buchan St, Moorabbin 3189  

We are committed to upholding the safety & dignity of each child & young person ensuring their ability to grow                
and develop in a caring and supportive environment in our communities. 

ADVENT REFLECTION SESSIONS 
In an increasingly secular society, we, 
as Christians, yearn to return to ‘the 
real meaning of Christmas’ : the  
coming of Jesus among us. One gift 
being offered to us at St Peter’s, and 
facilitated by Sr. Delia, are the                      

4 Advent Reflection Sessions, each Monday after the 10am Mass. Each session 
prepares us for the Readings being used on the following Sunday. Delia is able 
to unwrap the Scriptures in a way that opens us up a new, practical, and  
accessible understanding of God’s Word, that draws us to a ‘deeper place’…           
to that place of silence and peace for which we all yearn, especially at this time. 
Come... and see...and listen… you will not be disappointed.        - Blessings, Joan 

The Advent session times are as follows: 
St Peter’s:  Mondays after 10am Mass till 19th December with Sr Delia. 
St Paul’s:  Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the Pastoral Centre till  
    21st December with Sr Elaine.  

ADMIN CENTRE 
844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165  
Mon - Fri   9:00am – 4:00pm  
Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 
Email:  officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au  
Webpage:  www.holytrinityparish.org.au 

Parish Co-ordinator 
Anabel Acosta-Harvey (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 

Clerical Officers 
Andy D’Silva (Mon to Fri) 
Linda De Souza (Wednesday Volunteer) 
 

Bookkeeper  
Luisa May (Monday) 
Email:  financeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 
 

Stewardship Program 
Kelvin Wong (Monday & Tuesday Volunteer) 
Email:  Kelvin.Wong@cam.org.au 
 

Communications Group 
Hot LIne:  9579 4255   
Email:  commshtp@cam.org.au  

 

PASTORAL CENTRE 
122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204  
Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 
Pastoral Co-ordinator 
Donrita Reefman (Sat to Thurs fortnightly) 
Email:  pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 
 

Funeral Co-ordinator 
Carol Hinschen (Mon, Thurs) 
Email:  pastoralholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 
 
 

Pastoral Associates (Volunteers) 
Kathy Lillis  -  Baptisms  
Sr. Delia Donahoe OLSH 
 

Sacramental Program Teachers 
Betty De Marco   
 

 
Priests: Fr. Jacob M.S.T. - Parish Priest 

 Email:  raju.jacob@cam.org.au  
 

Fr. Paul Gurry         Fr. Michael Morgan 
Fr. John O’Reilly      Fr. Malcolm Crawford 
Fr. Peter Matheson  Fr. Gerry McKernan 

OUR NEW PARISH THEME—BECOMING MISSIONARY DISCIPLES 

As we enter our new liturgical year this month, our 
new theme will take our parish through to Easter 
2023.  Last year, our theme was “from darkness into 
light”, reflecting on the hope before us.                     
This year, we turn our sights to Jesus’ last command: 
“go and make disciples”.  The image we have chosen  
reflects that we are looking out through our Church 
doors, to the world, where Christ’s mission to us is. 

ADVENT 2ND RITE OF RECONCILIATION DATES - EARLY NOTICE 

In preparation for Christmas, the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation liturgies are on 
the following dates. Kindly add dates to your calendar. This is a good               
opportunity to prepare our hearts for the Lord this Christmas. 

Monday, 19 December 2022 St Catherine's 7.00pm 2nd RITE 
Wednesday, 21 December 2022 St Paul's 7.00pm 2nd RITE 
Thursday, 22 December 2022 St Peter's 7.00pm 2nd RITE 

mailto:officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
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HOLY TRINITY PARISH NEWS 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS- 6PM  
24TH DECEMBER 2022 

The Nativity re-enactment will take place at the                         
Christmas Eve Children’s Mass at St Catherine's Church.  

 Primary school age children are welcome to be 
part of the Nativity re-enactment during the mass 

  You will need to come to a rehearsal at                              
St Catherine’s Church at 5pm on Thursday, 22nd Dec.              
At this rehearsal we will allocate roles & organise                
costumes (These will be provided for all the children). 
This rehearsal should take about an hour and we ask       
parents to stay for the whole time as we will need your 
help at the rehearsal as well as before and during the 
Christmas Eve Mass. Children involved need to be school 
age. 

 You will need to bring your child/children to church at 
5.15pm on Friday, 24th Dece to have a final rehearsal 
and get fitted into their costumes. 

 For further information contact Carmel Donlon, REL          
at St Catherine's Primary School ph:9555 7200. 
 

MAINTENANCE REPORT - WHAT A SUCCESSFUL YEAR 
IT HAS BEEN  
A big shout out to all the parishioners, the Maintenance 
Group, Finance Committee, Fr Jacob and Anabel who 
have contributed valuable experience and time to help 
improve our facilities and facilitate emergency repairs. 
Also a special recognition to all those who supported the 
“Bunnings Sausage Sizzles” generating much needed 
funds. Some major items: St Catherine’s Roof / Drainage 
repairs are complete which then allows for the Insurance 
related  
repairs to the ceilings and flooring, St Paul’s PA system 
rebuild, Making the Lighthouse ready for the VEC lease, 
Lighting across the three sites. Early in 2023 we will      
commence with some switchboard upgrades, Currently 
in a quoting phase for repairs to St Peter’s  and Paul’s 
roofs. Signage and Documenting what we have and how 
things operate across our 10 Buildings. If something is 
broken or does not look quite right please send an emails 
attention to Peter Whitelaw. 
Maintenance.HolyTrinityParish@cam.org.au. 
 

CRAFTY LADIES - URGENT NOTICE   
On account of Repairs taking place at St Catherine's and 
the Sweeney Centre, Craft Meetings have ceased until 
Monday 6th February 2023. Don't forget we are having 
lunch at the Bentleigh R.S.L. on Monday 12th December, 
if you have assisted in anyway towards the Craft, and 
would like to join with us, please ring Sheelagh 
9570.3550 before 5th December to make sure we have a 
seat for you. 

JACOB’S JOURNAL   
This week the Parish Communication     
Interim Group is releasing Communique 5 
“The implementation of                            
recommendations of the Parish Review, 
and the impact of the Pandemic –           
Complete text.” 

The response from our parishioners to these             
communications has been very positive so far, and I am 
sure this, the last communication before Christmas, will 
also will be received similarly. We shall release the        
remaining two in early February 2023. 
Recently, during a little after-lunch walk with a              
parishioner in Oakleigh, my attention was drawn to 
words on a wall: ‘Learn from yesterday, Live for today, 
Hope for tomorrow’.  I thought there is so much to 
learn from this saying for me and also for the Parish.     
As Christians, we live in faith and hope. We are a bunch 
of people journeying together to be perfect as our 
Heavenly Father is perfect.  
Last week Patricia Buchanan, introducing Communique 
4 at St Catherine’s, said: ‘You may have an opinion on 
the matter but you will get an informed opinion when 
you read the Communique.’  
The purpose of these communications is to make you 
aware, as the main stakeholders, of the day-to-day        
operations of the parish. We have so much to learn 
from our past, to live a better life today, to enable a 
bright future, don’t we!  
Last week, we had a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 
Christmas together with our parish staff and brother 
priests, who exercise an amazing ministry with us. We 
went to Cilantro, one of Holmesglen’s two hospitality 
training restaurants, and had lots of conversation,          
gift-sharing and exchange of greetings of the season.  
Having a break from funerals I presided at a wedding 
last Saturday at St Paul’s. We wish all the best for this 
young couple starting a new journey. God bless them!  
Last week we farewelled two of our long-lasting                
parishioners from St Peter’s and St Catherine’s - Mary 
Hisgrove and Bernadette Jennings. Thanks to Fr Clem 
for offering Mass for Bernadette.  
Donrita and I, as part of our usual Pastoral Meeting,    
discussed and planned various pastoral and liturgical 
matters, including Christmas celebrations.  
The repair work at St Catherine’s has begun. May I           
request all our St Catherine’s parishioners to attend 
weekend Mass at St Paul’s and St Peter’s. I am sure you 
will be warmly welcomed by our fellow parishioners 
there. 
On reflection, we all aim to do our best, but sometimes 
we fall short of learning something from Yesterday. 
     — Blessings, Fr Jacob 
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HOLY TRINITY PASTORAL PERSPECTIVES 

The work of the pastoral team is to empower you, the people of Holy Trinity Parish, to take up the mission                   
of Christ to and with one another.  

Contact Donrita at the Pastoral Centre pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au                                                                               
to discuss how you might offer your time and talent. 

 

Prepare a way for the Lord We are entreated to repent 
and change our ways if we are serious about meeting Jesus 
this Christmas.  Reflection from Australian Catholics. 

Alpha—encountering Jesus The Alpha group 
finishes their Alpha weekend at this week’s 10:30 
Mass at St Peter’s.  They will be keen to share 
their experiences of faith with you. 

RCIA—exploring Catholic Faith 

This Sunday, Derek will be received into 
the Church during the 10:30am Mass at 
St Peter’s.  We warmly welcome Derek 
into our midst.  I am truly blessed to 
have such a great team behind me on 
my RCIA journey. Both Diane and I look 

forward to joining the parish and 
plan to attend mass regularly 
after our wedding in January. 
We pray everyone will make us 
feel welcome especially since 
Diane is just beginning her life in  
Australia.—Derek Erwin 
 

Advent Reflection Sessions 

It’s not too late to get your copy of the Heart of 
the Disciple Advent reflection resource, available 
for purchase at $5 a copy. 

Advent for the Perplexed 

Advent is a chance for spiritual renewal: to start again, to 
come home if we’ve drifted away, to rediscover the joy of 
knowing Jesus Christ. Jesus comes to make his home among 
us and within us. Advent is a chance to rediscover this.  

Spend some time thinking about what Advent is and how we 
can engage with it more intentionally 

Invitation to join the St Peter’s “Family Choir” 

About 5 years ago my friend Chris and I started a music 
group with our kids. Our purpose was to get our children   
involved in the Church to help give them a sense of belonging 
and community. 5 years later and our boys who are now in 
grade 6 still choose to be a part of the group. The St Peter's 
community knows all my children by name and is welcoming 
and encouraging of them all. Church is somewhere they           
belong so they like being here. If your family, children or 
grand children would like to join us in the music ministry feel 
free to email me at colleenmb543@gmail.com 

Daily Devotionals with The Catholic Guy 

Start the new liturgical year with Bruce Downs. Receive a 
daily short video that will help you experience God in new 
ways and help you in your spiritual walk. If you are expectant 
that God wants to say or do something in your life as we end 
2022just sign up HERE and you will start receiving the Advent 
emails daily starting this Sunday! 

HOLY COMMUNION TO THE HOUSEBOUND 

If you or anyone you know, who is unable to attend Mass, 
needs one if our team to bring them Communion, please 
contact Anne on 0425703775 or 95795315. Thank you. 

NOTE: Inclusion notice requests are reviewed before publication. We reserve the right to edit your notices, if needed. HTP Bulletin 04.12.22 

REFLECTION:  
This week's gospel is indeed quite short but flows on naturally from last week's text. Christ is a bit 
like a sports coach instructing his players and on what he expects from them and when he wants 
certain things done. It is very clear that he wants them to spread the word but only after he has 
risen from the Cross. He is preparing them for life after his time on earth. These instructions can 
equally apply to us. We have arrived on earth post Christ's death and resurrection so we too are 

like his disciples. Go out there and role model Christ-like behaviour and go out there and educate those on the 
values espoused and the teachings of Christ.                                                                                              - Gerard Griffin  

CHRISTMAS MASS VOLUNTEERS SIGN-UP SHEET 

Calling for volunteers to assist with Christmas and 

New Year Masses.  

Sign-up Sheets have been placed at the sign-in              

counters.  We request you to kindly write down your 

name and contact details against the role of your 

choice and preferred Mass time and place. Thankyou. 

PIETY STALL @ ST PETER’S  Christmas items, 2023 Daily Mass Books, Ordos, Break Open the Word,                                     
Columban calendars & Advent reflection booklet available for purchase. 

mailto:pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
https://www.australiancatholics.com.au/article/scripture-reflection---prepare-a-way-for-the-lord?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Parish%20Life%20e-newsletter%202nd%20Sunday%20of%20Advent%20Year%20A%20%204%20December%202022&utm_content=Parish%20Life%20e-newslett
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PARISH COMMUNICATION INTERIM GROUP  

COMMUNICATION NO 5 – The implementation of recommendations of the Parish Review, 

                              and the impact of the Pandemic. – Complete text (PAGE 1) 

 

 The purpose of this communication is: 
 

 To focus on the implementation of recommendations of the independent Review of Parish  
 Governance conducted by Dench McClean Carlson and To consider the impact of the Pandemic              
 on the Parish and relate how the Parish has responded. 
 

 Findings and recommendations of the Review were reported in some detail in the “Holy Trinity  
 Parish Review Report” made available to parishioners in early December 2019. In this  
 communication the focus is on the Parish response to the findings and recommendations. 
 
1. MAJOR FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The major findings and recommendations of the Review focussed on the organisation of the Parish                
 and its financial management. 

   1.1    Organisation of the Parish 

 In reorganising the Parish, the Review recommended that the guiding organising principle should     
be viewing the Parish as one entity comprising three different communities. This principle should 
guide the Parish in its worship, its pastoral care programs, its finances and administration, its                  
religious education and sacramental programs and its youth ministry. This is the approach that the 
Parish has adopted.   

    1.2  Financial management: 

1.2.1 Expenditure patterns 

 The Review found that the Parish income was declining, and expenditure was increasing.              
This income /expenditure pattern was unsustainable. See Tables 1 and 2 below. 

 As staffing was the major item of expenditure, staffing expenditure had to be reduced. 

  

The Review recommended that staffing levels be reduced 

 

“All staffing positions be made redundant in order to provide a fresh start in developing an  

Administrative/Pastoral staffing and organizational structure embodying a leaner and more  

effective operation of the Parish. “ 

     Dench McClean Carlson 

Parish-    Holy Trinity Parish, 

MACS-     Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd, 

CAM-       Catholic Archdiocese Melbourne, 

RCTC-      Roman Catholic Trusts Corporation, 

RULBA-   Right to Use Land and Buildings Agreement. 
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COMMUNICATION NO 5 – PAGE 3 

1.2.2 Protect and enhance Parish income  

    Parish income generated from the use of its assets to be protected and enhanced.     

 The Review recommended that: 

  “No transfer of Parish land to Schools and/or other bodies be considered until                  
Parish finances have been stabilised”; 

 “Retain the ownership and use of properties producing income for the Parish”; 

 “Explore the generation of income from other existing assets: Parish Halls, Lighthouse, 
Loganville, The Anchor and grounds”. 

Dench McClean Carlson   

 

1.2.3 Review financial decision-making processes. 

The Review recommended to: 

Review,  

 “.. the way goods and services are ordered”, 
 “.. the manner maintenance needs, both major and minor, in the three Churches                          

are undertaken”, 
 “.. the planning for the strategic needs of the Parish is undertaken”,  

 “.. lines of accountability by which financial decisions are made needed to be clarified 
and strengthened” and  

 “-.. decisions be properly recorded”.  
Dench McClean Carlson   

2. PARISH RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

To date the Parish has implemented many of the recommendations and is in the process 
of implementing others.  

What has been done: 

2.1 Re-organization of the Parish 

          The Parish has accepted the recommendations of the Dench, McClean Carlson Report and  
           restructured the organization and administration of the Parish to reflect the reality that the  
           Parish constitutes a single entity embodying and accommodating the needs of the three  
           communities.   

Parish Administration Centre 

          To that end the Parish has created the Administration Centre located at the St Peter’s.  
          The Parish centre is managed by a Parish Coordinator with the support of a Clerical Officer  
          and volunteers. This centre responds to all Parish contacts (Visits, Phone calls, Emails, Postal  
          contacts), conducts all administrative business for the Parish, houses all records, processes all  
          Parish monies, publishes the Parish Bulletin, oversees the Parish Website, and works with the  
          Pastoral Office in the organization of Parish ministries.  

 

Parish Pastoral Centre 

    For the first time in its history, the Parish has a Pastoral Centre located at St Paul’s,  
    Bentleigh. The Pastoral Centre organises and manages all parish ministries: Liturgical,  
    Sacramental, Funerals, and Visitation of the sick and assisting those in need. The office is  

    managed by a Pastoral Coordinator with the support of a Funeral Coordinator and volunteers.  
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2.2 Financial Management 

  2.2.1 Reducing Staffing expenditure 

 There is no doubt that HTP cannot act only on expenses by reducing them. There will come a time 
when expenditures cannot be decreased further without compromising the mission of the Parish,          
so the Parish is developing ways to increase revenue. The redundancies which are referred                      
to in 1.2.1 were carried out with the assistance of the Human Resources department of the Catholic  

 Archdiocese of Melbourne (CAM) and were completed by early 2020. Parish redundancy costs were 
approximately $ 100,000. Like any redundancy process this was a painful experience for the Parish 
Priest, staff affected and their families, the Parish Leadership Team and parishioners in general.               
This recommendation provided for a leaner and more financially responsible structure. 

 

 2.2.2 Overview of Parish financial commitments 

   The review has provided a clearer view of the current financial circumstances of the Parish.                       
The parish faces the following payments/costs:  

 

   2.2.2.1   Parish Dues (148,000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish debt to the Archdiocese incurred between 2012 to 2018 stands at $ 148,000.  

  2.2.2.2    Returning monies to St Peter’s school and its Parents and friends ($ 193,327) 

Monies contributed to the Parish account for assistance in the conduct of Parish Fete 2008-2017 have 
been returned through MACS for the benefit of St Peter’s primary school. The total benefit 
amounting to $193,327. This comprises: the original contribution from fete profits as recommended 
by the independent report by KPMG and accepted by the Parish of $153,721, plus the interest  
generated by the above sum, amounting to $25,540, plus the parish-share of profits from the 2019 
fete amounting to $14,066. 

2.2.2.3   Urgent Maintenance of Church buildings estimates        

St Peter’s Church 

The Melbourne Archdiocese Building Commission has completed a report (Feb 2020)                  
on the maintenance needs of St Peter’s church. Overdue action on the Roof and other external 
maintenance needs together with internal maintenance required by Occupational Health                
and Safety is estimated to be $ 83,500.  

St Paul’s and St Catherine’s Churches  
(Costs yet to be determined) 

No Building Report available on the maintenance needs of St Paul’s and St Catherine’s  
churches.  

NOTE: Inclusion notice requests are reviewed before publication. We reserve the right to edit your notices, if needed. HTP Bulletin 04.12.22 

 “Diocesan Dues” or “Quotas” represent annual payments required of each Parish community, 
according to its ability, to support wide-ranging Archdiocesan offices, projects and services. 

 A Parish may challenge its set quota if it is regarded as unfair or unreasonable. If the appeal is 
successful the quota is reduced, if the appeal is unsuccessful the quota remains and is carried  
forward as an outstanding debt to the Archdiocese. 

The amount quoted above is the debt Holy Trinity Parish owes the Archdiocese for the period              

of 2012-2018.  
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 Lighthouse, The Anchor, Parish Centre and McKenna Centre (St Peter’s), 

The Melbourne Archdiocese Building Commission has completed a report (Feb 2020) 
on the maintenance needs on: 

Lighthouse: $41,500; 
The Anchor: $15,000; 
Parish Centre and McKenna Centre: $10,200 
Sub-Total: $66,700 
 

Pastoral Centre (St Paul’s), Sweeney Centre, (St Catherine’s)  
No comprehensive examination of maintenance needs has been undertaken. 
(Costs yet to be determined) 

 

The Parish objective is to equip these buildings to serve the community more effectively  
and to generate greater income.  
Some urgent maintenance work is being undertaken at St Catherine’s, Moorabbin, at the moment.  

2.2.2.4     The redevelopment of the Loganville 

The Parish is considering leasing the Loganville site for commercial/community redevelopment.  
Such a project can deliver the Parish a steady income into the future and provide for community 
needs. The Archdiocese has given the Parish permission to proceed with this exploration. The Parish 
Finance Committee is undertaking this exploration in conjunction with the Catholic Archdiocese  
of Melbourne. 

2.2.3 Protecting and enhancing Parish income 

The Parish has responded to the recommendation referred to in 1.2.2 by retaining for Parish  
use of the properties at 822 and 824 Centre Road, East Bentleigh.  
Under a negotiated arrangement with the State Government, Moongala has relocated to Moorleigh 
Community Village in Bignell Road. 

  The Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most Rev Peter Comensoli D.D. has approved the sale of the two 
residential blocks on Centre Rd. 

   The proceeds from this sale will assist in the  

 repayments of debts and, 
 payments of other expenditures referred to above in 2.2.2.3,  

 complement monies held in trust ( $1M) for the refurbishment of St Peter’s Church, 
 meeting the pastoral needs of the Parish, 

 the stabilization of Parish finances in the longer term.  
  It is acknowledged that in planning for the future of Holy Trinity Parish some parishioners may  
  have a different set of priorities. The set of priorities mentioned above, has been the product of input 

of different parish groups, and consultations with Archdiocesan bodies. All were required to take       
account of emerging Parish and local community needs. 

        2.2.4   Review financial decision-making processes. 

The recommendations outlined in 1.2.3 above have been implemented by incorporating                          
responsibilities outlined in the recommendation into the role statements of Parish staff. All Parish 
staff are normally required to take part in a process of performance review ensuring that each is                 
carrying out duties assigned to them and that overall Parish goals are being achieved.                                                                            
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 3.   THE EFFECTS OF THE PANDEMIC ON THE PARISH 

  3.1 Effect on community activities 

  The pandemic has had a profound effect on the life of the Nation, our State, the Melbourne  
        Archdiocese in general and the Parish in particular. The divisions and damage to both the social and   
        economic fabric of our state and country is deep and lasting.  
 Between March 30th 2020 and 29th October 2021,  Melbourne was in lockdowns for 263 days. For a 

good deal of that time the lockdowns were accompanied by curfews, restricted distance one could 
travel from home, and bans on family/friends’ visits.  Between the above dates our three churches 
were closed for 285 days by Government directives. Parishioners were deprived of access to the                   
sacraments, communal worship and prayer and community gatherings. Once reopened, churches were 
limited by caps on attendance. Since these were lifted parishioners are gradually reengaging in Parish 
life.  

     3.2   Additional Challenge: Embezzlement of Parish monies 

  A forensic examination of pre-2018 Parish Financial records uncovered evidence of embezzlement of 
Parish funds derived from cash donations. The person responsible was identified, referred to the Police, 
charged and found guilty by the Courts.  

     The matter was reported to Church Insurers and substantiated with a detailed claim. The Insurers  
     accepted the claim and paid the maximum claimable amount. This amount fell well short of the  
     estimated losses. 

 The Parish has taken action to strengthen internal controls by introducing several changes: 

 “Locked bags and a Buddy system” at each of the sites, 
 Reviewing and changing counting teams structures / recording processes, 

 Improving physical security measures and surveillance. 
     3.3   Financial impact 

TABLE 3 

HOLY TRINITY PARISH - STEWARDSHIP RECEIPTS  (EXCLUDES "LOOSE" FUNDS)  

  2019 2020 2021 2022 to June 

Parish Community Type $ $ $ $ 

St Catherine’s Cash 20,913 16,935 18,672 8,934 

  Covid Extra Contribution (*)     10   

  Credit Card 11,205 10,691 11,801 4,900 

  Direct Credit 5,125 5,220 7,285 3,850 

Subtotal - St Catherine’s   37,242 32,846 37,768 17,684 

% Decline/Increase to Pre-covid Year 2019   -12% 1%   

St Paul’s Cash 39,945 24,515 32,510 17,905 

  Covid Extra Contribution (*) 500 500     

  Credit Card 30,849 29,805 28,213 13,589 

  Direct Debit 10,481 9,469 8,890 4,240 

Subtotal - St Paul’s 81,775 64,289 69,613 35,734 

% Decline/Increase to Pre-covid Year 2019   -21% -15%   

St Peter’s Cash 81,601 51,904 48,659 30,258 

  Covid Extra Contribution (*) 10,200 9,000 9,000 4,500 

  Credit Card 57,795 49,552 49,152 23,749 

  Direct Debits 27,538 26,516 27,175 13,135 

Subtotal - St Peter’s 177,134 136,971 133,986 71,642 

% Decline/Increase to Pre-covid Year 2019   -23% -24%   

Total (Sum of Three communities) 296,151 234,106 241,368 125,060 

% Decline/Increase to Pre-covid Year 2019   -21% -18%   

 (*) Additional contributions made by parishioners  
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Comments/Analysis 

1. St Catherine's Community has returned to Pre-Covid Stewardship levels. 
2. Greatest decline is evident in our largest Community of St Peter's. 
3. Contributions by Cash was most heavily impacted due to Church Closures. 
4. Cannot ignore the global inflationary pressures evident in 2022. Inflation rate of around 6% in  
           Australia. 

3.4 PARISH RESPONSE TO THE PANDEMIC 

3.4.1 Administration centre staff continued to work from home 

In order to maintain open channels of communication, Administration and Pastoral Office staff  
continued to work from home. Thanks to digital communication and social media the Parish  
continued providing information and issuing help to all who logged in. The weekly Parish bulletin was  
distributed by email to all who opted to receive this publication. The use of digital communication  
has been evident not only for the worship, but also for community support and education. Zoom  
meetings progressed the work of the Administration and of the newly established Pastoral Office. 

3.4.2 Parish website was remodelled, expanded and updated  

Through the newly created website the Parish provides a wide selection of spiritual and practical re
 sources for its members.  

3.4.3 Live streaming of Masses and Funerals 

In order to keep Parishioners involved in the liturgical life, the Parish introduced live streaming of 
 Masses and Funerals. This arrangement for weekly Mass continued following the lifting of restrictions 
 but has now ceased. Live streaming of Funerals will continue to be available through the services of 
 Funeral providers. 

3.4.4 The establishment of Trinity Care 

The pandemic challenged the Melbourne church, as well as the Parish to be present to the whole 
 community in a creative way to all in need of help. That was how “Trinity Care” came into being. 
 Through Trinity care volunteers contacted parishioners by phone to establish how the pandemic was 
 affecting them and, where necessary, assisted in whatever way the Parish could.  

3.4.5 Growing use of digital communication 

With many children learning from home and being supervised by parents, many of whom were  
working from home during the pandemic, a recognition and acceptance grew in the community that 

 the family was also a nucleus of faith and worship. For many, digital communication platforms  
became the vehicle enabling families to access streamed masses, resources for prayers and devotions  
affirming one’s faith.  
3.4.6  Increasing contribution of volunteers 

Our volunteers continue to support the Parish in the celebrations of the Sacraments, Funeral  
ministry, Pastoral work, Administration support and Liturgical practices. The Parish values their  
generous contribution delivered under very difficult circumstances. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

If you wish to comment / seek further information about any of these communications please use either:  

The PCIG will consider all responses / enquiries and if and when necessary, recommend further action   

Fr Jacob, P.P.         PCIG: Fr Jacob, P.P. Chair  Mr Jim Fabris (Parishioner)   Mr Joseph Saldanah (Parishioner) 
Holy Trinity Parish                    Mr Peter Whitelaw (Parishioner)  Ms Anne Larkins (Consultant)     Fr Kevin Dillon, Retired Parish Priest,  
            Member of  the Order of Australia AM and former Assistant Priest of St Peter’s 1970-1974  

Email to: commshtp@cam.org.au  

Attn: Parish Communication Interim Group 

Writing to:  Parish Communication Interim Group 
Administration Centre, 844 centre Road,  
Bentleigh East, 3165 

Hotline: Call Admin Centre 9579 4255 
to book a call with a member of the 
PCIG. 
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BAPTISMS at St Paul’s Sunday, 4th December 
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the love of parents, god-

parents, family & friends we warmly welcome  
Sienna Antonia Balint, Chloe Camilla Allen &                                            

Noah Mark Alexander Beckett 

MASS TIMETABLE 
Week commencing 28th November 2022 

MONDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 

  10:00am Mass St. Peter’s 

TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 

10:00am Mass St Paul’s 

WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER 

St. Catherine’s Temporarily closed 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER 
10:00am Mass St Paul’s 

FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER 

10:00am Mass St. Peter’s 

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER 

St. Catherine’s Temporarily closed 

  6:00 pm Mass St. Paul’s 

  6:30 pm Mass St. Peter’s 

SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER 

  8:30 am Mass St. Peter’s 

  9:30 am Mass St. Paul’s 

Temporarily closed St. Catherine’s 

10:30 am Mass St. Peter’s 

  5:30 pm Mass St. Peter’s 

Individual confessions available  
1/2 hour before each Mass. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

EVENT PLACE TIME 

Funerals: 
 
 

Marie Nath 

 
 

St Paul’s  

 
 

Funeral Mass on 08.12.22 at 
11.30am 

Adoration St Peter’s Thursdays 4.00pm - 7.15pm 
1st Dec & 8th Dec 2022 

Admin Meeting Admin Centre Monday, 12th December 
from 11.30am to 12.30pm 

Pastoral Meeting Admin Centre Wednesday, 14th December 
from 9.15am to 11am 

Coordinators’ 
Meeting 

Admin Centre Friday, 9th December 
from 11.30am to 12.30pm 

Advent Reflection 
Sessions 

St Peter’s 
 
 

St Paul’s  
Pastoral Centre 

Mondays  After 10am Mass 
till 19th December with  
Sr Delia 

Wednesday evenings at 
7pm in the Pastoral Centre 
till 21st December with  
Sr Elaine.  

BULLETIN INCLUSION REQUEST FORM - If you have an event that you would like the parish to promote in the weekly  
bulletin notices. Please visit the website and complete the Bulletin Inclusion Request form.  

Sacramental Program 2023 Enrolment Information 
 

Holy Trinity Parish invites Catholic families whose children attend schools other than 

Catholic who are interested in their child preparing for the Sacramental Preparation 

Program to register at our upcoming Information and Registration afternoon.  

The Sacramental Preparation Program is for children who are; 

in Grade 3 and wish to register for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
in Grade 4 and wish to register for the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist, 
in Grade 6 and above and wish to register for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

 
For expressions of interest to attend the 2023 Sacramental Preparation Program, registration is essential. Please 
complete on the website the Invitation to Participate in the Sacrament of; 

RECONCILIATION 2023 FIRST EUCHARISTS 2023 CONFIRMATION 2023 
 

The Sacramental Program Information and Registration afternoon will take place at St Peter’s Church,  
844 Centre Road, East Bentleigh (gather in the McKenna Centre). 

Reconciliation & Eucharist; Confirmation:  Wednesday, 8th February 2023 4pm – 5pm  

Our Catechists Margaret Rocha and Betty De Marco look forward to meeting you. 
To discuss the Sacramental Preparation Program, please contact Donrita Reefman, Pastoral Coordinator 
pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 

https://holytrinityparish.org.au/designstudio?path=event-promotion-request-form
https://holytrinityparish.org.au/schools
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/25507/documents/2022/8/Invitation%20for%20Reconciliation%202023.pdf?preview
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/25507/documents/2022/8/Invitation%20for%20Eucharist%202023.pdf?preview
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/25507/documents/2022/8/Invitation%20for%20Confirmation%202023.pdf?preview
mailto:pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
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ROSTERS for 3/4 December 2022 & 10/11 December  

Gentle reminder: We request should you be unable to meet your duty to seek a replacement. Thankyou. 

ST. PAUL’S PLAYGROUP - Every Tues @ St Paul’s School Hall from 9.30am to 11am 
 

ST. PETER’S PLAYGROUP - Wed 30th Nov (2nd & 4th Wednesday), in the Anchor Room from 9.15am to 11am 

St Peter’s 3/4-Dec 6.30PM 8.30AM 10.30AM 5.30PM 

Lector Sonia Pires Loraine Mathews Anne Lo Schiavo Neville Prakash 

Commentator Drusilla Gonsalvez Joan Marshall John Lo Schiavo Susan O'Mahoney 

Mass Coordinator Dan Merta Angela Flavian Anne Lo Schiavo Marjorie Brady 

Computer Operator Dan Merta Rose Fagan Volunteer Needed Jaydon Prakash 

Sacristan Angela Flavian Vanita Fernandes Vanita Fernandes Marjorie Brady 

Choir Dan Merta Val Suhr Theja Tissera Dan Merta 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Rosario Corio,           
Mary Brierty,                 
volunteer needed 

Angela Flavian,       
Mary Conheady,           
volunteer needed 

Arthur Rocha,             
Trish Ticca,              
volunteer needed 

Sue Evers,            
Marjorie Brady,             
volunteer needed 

Sunday Cuppa after 8.30am Kevin Montgomerie & Liz Liston 

Sunday Cuppa after 10.30am Sujay & Annette Bhowmick 

St Paul’s 3/4-Dec 6.00PM 9.30AM 

Lector Vanita Carvalho Teresa Meyer 

Commentator Mario Mirabile Libby Thomas 

Mass Coordinator Brindyl Madhusudan Kerry Burns 

Computer Operator Dale Theobald Kerry Burns 

Sacristan Rex and Pam Koch Teresa Meyer 

Choir Chrys Theobald Sue Edge 

Extraordinary         
Ministers 

Amanda Bonso,       
Brindyl Madhusudan, 
Pam Koch 

Teresa Meyer,    
Kaye Evans 

Sunday Cuppa Liz Vinning 

St Catherine’s 18 Dec 10.30AM 

Lector Marta Nowak 

Commentator Shobha Thomas 

Altar Society Lena Caltabiano 

Computer Operator Norman Fuller 

Sacristan Shobha Thomas 

Extraordinary Ministers Bernie Gill 

Choir Valerie Suhr 

Counters 
Catherine Sidaway 
Patrick Gamba 

ST CATHERINE’S CHURCH CLOSURE   
St Catherine’s Church and Sweeny Centre will 
be temporarily closed commencing Monday,          
28th November to repair extensive damage to 
church ceiling, caused by severe storms and  
wet weather conditions over the past year.  
St Catherine’s will reopen on Sat, 17th Dec 
for 8.30am Mass and unveil a new facelift! We 
encourage you to please attend Mass at                         
St Paul’s &/or St Peter’s during this period. 

St Peter’s 10/11-Dec 6.30PM 8.30AM 10.30AM 5.30PM 

Lector Ronnie Miranda  Rose Fagan Lorraine Calnon Volunteer needed 

Commentator Niloufer Lobo Volunteer needed Volunteer needed Paul Collins 

Mass Coordinator Dan Merta Angela Flavian Anne Lo Schiavo Marjorie Brady 

Computer Operator Dan Merta Rose Fagan Volunteer Needed Jaydon Prakash 

Sacristan Angela Flavian Vanita Fernandes Vanita Fernandes Marjorie Brady 

Choir Dan Merta Bozana Milicevic  Colleen Brown Dan Merta 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Winnie Miranda,           
Rosario Corio,                    
volunteer needed 

Frank Rhodes,           
Vanita Fernandez, 
Angela Flavian 

Arthur Rocha,          
Trish Ticca,              
volunteer needed 

Sue Evers,            
Marjorie Brady, 
volunteer needed 

Sunday Cuppa after 8.30am Liz Liston & Michael Dias 

Sunday Cuppa after 10.30am John Fitzsimons, Lorraine Calnon, Rifan & Fora 

St Paul’s 10/11-Dec 6.00PM 9.30AM 

Lector Claire Stanley Lea Damasco 

Commentator Sarah Arnott Glynn Mayne 

Mass Coordinator Brindyl Madhusudan Teresa Meyer 

Computer Operator Dale Theobald Teresa Meyer 

Sacristan Herbert Saldanha Kerry Burns 

Choir Chrys Theobald Chris & Jane 

Extraordinary        
Ministers 

Amanda Bonso,             
Angie Gomes, 
Maureen Knight 

Teresa Meyer,             
volunteer needed 

Sunday Cuppa Marg Mercer & Di Commerford 



 

 

Pray for Our Community—For Healing 

St PETER’s: Maren Macphee, Joan Munday, Bill Tilley, Kate Joseph, Margaret Morris, Fiorentino Boschini, Joan Lawler,        
Edna Burge, Margaret Barthelson, Trajano Roberto, Jong Labrador, Nadia Chaib, Jay Japai, Amee Japai, Bob Cull, Ariel Mayo, 
Cecilio Rivera Dizon, Margaret Reid, Freddie Pynadath, George Regos, Margaret Buttigieg, Suzanne Sipos, David Robertson, 
Betty Pattison, Noel Edema, Neeliya Edema, Steven, Jaiden Bruce, Avis Smith, Mary Leyshon, Lois Durkin, Emma Thursky,          
Val Hendry, Wayne Butteriss, Sandra Jones, Ashley Popov, Helen Mille, Sam Williams, Riley Sinclair, Eric Dodd, Mark Lewis, 
Sue Bartlett (Austin), Wan Kok On, Sharon Markell, Cyril Johnstone, Tyson Joseph, Dr Edna Pereira, Martin Johnson,                 
Vince Bezzina, Jakob Deans, Judy Meehan, Jenny Liston, Josh Kelly, Cherie Anderson, Leonie Kerley, Andrew. 
 

St PAUL’s: Anne Mercer, Sharon Puryer, Vernon Law, Tanya Wall, Christian Hind, Cameron Torcasio, Dennis O’Brien,              
Brendan Mayne, Marie Morrissey, Peter Morrissey, Margaret Leigh, Russell Johnstone, Joshua Smith, Noelle Tierney,         
Virginia Mc Sweeney, Paul Davis, Schembri family especially Charmaine. 
 

St CATHERINE’s: Andrew Wszola, Dang Cam Lien, Joe Visalli, Lana Poon, Bernadette Jennings, Maureen Clynes, Allan Bui,                        
Garry Clynes, Danko Bokata, Elice Mattsson, Gino Pinzone, Margaret Pinzone, Daniel Rivalland, Alan Cameron, Anita Meares,                              
Michael Ebzery, Robyn Roberts, Mary Hackett, Philip Wszola, , Bill Baird, Anthony Leggiero, Peter Brown, Aubrey Milhussin, 
Rodney Butts, Tony Mallozzi, Emma Mallozzi, Anne Grounds, Peter Wilson, Jeff Rudland, Peter Jennings. 

Recently Deceased 

St PETER’s: Greg Bowles,            
Maria Filomena, Generosa Roa, 
Catalina Almazan. 
 

St PAUL’s: Robert Oscuro.. 

St CATHERINE’s:  

Anniversaries occurring around this time 

St PETER’s: Bill Ward, Rosalia Rufolo, Marina Virgona, Audrey Devisser,                     
Gogoy Cayetano, Giuseppina Ticli. Maria Filomena 

St PAUL’s: Kathleen Toner, Domenica Fiumara, The Smigulski Family.  

St CATHERINE’s: Tess Blake, Chris Humphreys, Mary Larkins, Charbel Wakim, 
Gemma Lupone, Mario Putamorsi, Bob Webb, Halina Gudgeon, Halina Gudgeon, 
Audrey Patricia Burleigh.  

FUNERAL INFORMATION FOR RECENTLY DECEASED  

Marie Nath: Funeral Mass at St Paul's on Thursday 8th December at 11.30am  

 

COMBINED PARISHES RAFFLE  Thank you to everyone who participated in the fundraising event. Proceeds of 
$6,595 will be allocated to Church facilities maintenance. The drawer will take place on Saturday, 3rd Dec at                 
Resurrection Parish, Noble Park at 7.30pm. Please join us! Lucky Ticket winners will be published in next week’s 
bulletin. Thanks again for supporting the raffle and Good luck! 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL Moorabbin/ Bentleigh Conference:  In lieu of toys or groceries, this 
year we shall be giving RETAIL GIFT VOUCHERS (e.g. Woolworths, IGA, Westfield, Target, Hoyts etc.   Please leave 
at St Catherine’s Moorabbin in the Poor Box but at St Paul’s Bentleigh please leave in an envelope & drop in the               
collection plate. As we pack early, please leave gifts by 3 & 4 Dec. 

East Bentleigh Conference: Our Christmas tree has suggestions such as Christmas non-perishable food e.g. tinned 
hams, tinned fruit, Christmas cake, soft drinks, socks, toiletries etc OR retail gift vouchers. Leave gifts in baskets or 
vouchers at the Piety stall. We pack late so can accept gifts till 17th & 18th December. 

We are most grateful for any support you can offer, but we also appreciate that not everyone is in a position to 
help, so your prayers are always welcome.  The Society also accepts credit card donations on 13 18 12 but              
please nominate the suburb, e.g. Moorabbin/Bentleigh or East Bentleigh. Many thanks and God Bless. 

2023 LITURGY MINISTRY ROSTER  As we plan for 2023, a crucial part of our planning is the liturgical volunteers’ 
roster. We have a number of ministries that require assistance in the new year to lighten the load, especially  
Lectors, Commentators and Computer Slide Operators. Please contact the Admin Centre to speak to Anabel and 
advise your preferences.  
 

2023 ST PETER’S SUNDAY CUPPA  We seek volunteers to join the cuppa team. Training and support provided            
in an encouraging environment. Duties; brew & serve coffee, cleaning service and seating areas. Contact Anabel.  
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SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR THE FLOOD APPEAL WILL BE TAKEN NEXT WEEKEND 10TH / 11TH DECEMBER 
 

As the rains came down over parts of Victoria in recent weeks, rivers swelled 
and the floods began to affect communities around the state. Before long,             
St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria (Vinnies Victoria) was hearing from people 
wanting to help their fellow Victorians, so they quickly launched a Flood  
Appeal. 
Many people have been impacted by the devastating flooding across the state. 
Even a little bit of water damage can displace a family for weeks if not months, 
and there are longer-term and wider-reaching effects from these floods. 

Barb Anglin, Acting State President St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria, says, 

Traditionally, our volunteers and members are most involved in the long-haul, recovery phase, helping 
individuals, families and communities rebuild once the emergency phase of the disaster is over.                    
We know this can take a long time, and we will be there for people, for as long as they need our                     
support. As well though, our members are involved now, doing what they can to alleviate hardship. 
Often, we fulfil a need that other charitable agencies are unable to meet because we have flexibility 
that others don’t. 

‘Many of our members are part of the affected communities and 
are seeing the immediate impact the devastating floods are having 
on individuals and families. We gain a sense of the enormity of 
these floods with the SES recording the most calls in one month in 
its entire history. 

‘Our thoughts go out to everyone hit by this disaster. We will be 
actively helping people rebuild their lives by responding to their 
individual needs, providing emotional support and discerning 
where referrals to other services can assist in the long term towards recovery and healing.’ 
 
Donations are not only tax deductible, but 100 per cent of the funds raised go to the Society’s work in reaching 
people in need affected by the floods. For example, $50 can provide emergency groceries and other essential 
items for a flood-affected family. 

The federal government has warned that the impact of this latest natural disaster will further intensify the              
cost-of-living pressures currently affecting all Australians, but particularly vulnerable households, not least in            
relation to the cost of groceries. It is clear that St Vincent de Paul’s local volunteers will play a critical role in               
continuing to lift people out of crisis for weeks, months and perhaps years ahead—and your support will enable 
that vital work. 

To find out more about Vinnies Victoria Flood Appeal, please visit vinnies.org.au, call 13 18 12 or visit any of our 
Vinnies Shops, where you can make a donation. People can also donate via their local IGA supermarket, where   
the purchase of a token supports the flood recovery. 

Contributions can be made by: 

1.  Calling 13 18 12 
2. visit website 
3. making a monetary donation through any Vinnies Shops at point of purchase; or 
4. via your local IGA where the purchase of a token supports the recovery of Victorians devastated                       

by these recent floods. 
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DID YOU KNOW…? Leonardo da Vinci painted the fresco (wall painting), "The Last 

Supper," in Santa Maria delle Grazie church in Milan in three years (1495-1498). A very  
interesting story is associated with this painting. At the time that Leonardo da Vinci painted "The 
Last Supper," he had an enemy who was a fellow painter. Da Vinci had had a bitter argument 
with this man and despised him. When Da Vinci painted the face of Judas Iscariot at the table 

with Jesus, he used the face of his enemy so that it would be present for ages as the man who betrayed Jesus. 
While painting this picture, he took delight in knowing that others would actually notice the face of his enemy on 
Judas. As he worked on the faces of the other disciples, he often tried to paint the face of Jesus but couldn't 
make any progress. Da Vinci felt frustrated and confused. In time, he realized what was wrong. His hatred for the 
other painter was holding him back from finishing the face of Jesus. Only after making peace with his fellow-
painter and repainting the face of Judas was he able to paint the face of Jesus and complete his masterpiece. -- 
Be reconciled with your fellow human beings, says today's Gospel.  
(http://www.lifeinitaly.com/art/last-supper.asp) (http://frtonyshomilies.com/).   

First reading: Is 10: 1-11: The First Reading, taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, is a Messianic  
prophesy.  It is the third oracle of Isiah given as a prediction of the first coming of Jesus, the Messiah. Isaiah 
prophecies how God will raise up a Messianic King centuries after King David's throne has been overthrown and 
vacant for centuries because David’s successors have not been loyal to their God. “Behold a virgin will conceive 
and bear a son and shall call him, Emmanuel, for God is with us.” Through this oracle of Isiah, God promises 
that He will raise up a new king from the stump of Jesse, the father of King David (Is 11:1). This prophecy was  
only partly verified in some later kings, but fully verified only in Jesus the true Messiah. According to Isaiah’s 
prophecy this future Messianic King  will rule forever because the Spirit of God will rest upon him and remain 
with him (Is 11:2),  and that he  will  be equipped with the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit of God-- wisdom,  
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord (Is 11:2). Isaiah foresees that this king 
will establish the kingdom of God, not by force of human will and military power, but by offering his life as the 
atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. Through his death on the cross, Jesus, the true Messianic King, will  
defeat Satan, overcome death, win pardon and reconciliation for sinners, and make us citizens of heaven and 
adopted children of God. The reading also portrays this Messianic Kingdom as a return to the perfect harmony of 
Paradise. The Spirit will enable men to create a world in which “the wolf shall be the guest of the lamb, and a 
leopard shall lie down with the young goat.” These prophecies are fulfilled, in an anticipatory way, with the first 
advent of the Messiah and the spread of the Christian Faith, and they will be definitively fulfilled with the Second 
Advent and the appearance of the eternal order following the ffinal Judgment made by Jesus our King.  Our  
Messianic King Jesus wants us to live in joyful hope and confident expectation that he will come again to                    
establish fully his Kingdom of righteousness and peace. The message for us is that, if we allow the Spirit of God 
to  work in our lives, we will be able to live in peace and harmony, even with those who threaten and disturb our 
lives. There can be no true love of neighbor or true respect for his rights where there is no love for God. Hence, 
we must strive to give God His rightful, central place in our daily lives, and to follow His  path that leads to justice 
and peace on earth.  

Second reading: Rom 15:4-9: In the Second Reading, St. Paul, in  his Letter to the Romans, calls 
for reconciliation among the different factions in that community. Paul reminds his Roman readers that those 
who wait together for the many comings of our God should ignore their differences and sustain one another in 
mutual support and acceptance. Perhaps this reading is in the Lectionary today because it recommends patience, 
and this is the season of patient waiting for the Lord to come. It also contains a very seasonal statement about 
why the Lord came -- to fulfill God's promise to the Jews and to extend mercy to the Gentiles.  Paul reminds the 
newly converted Roman Christians, many of whom are Jews, that the Sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament are 
still a source of instruction, encouragement, and hope. The sacred Scriptures are useless unless they are em-
ployed to control the Christian's relations with God and with others (Rom 15:4-9).  Hence, Paul advises the Judeo
-Christians and Gentile Christians of Rome to “live in harmony with one another according to the Spirit of Christ 
Jesus,” by being less judgmental and more understanding and benevolent. Paul also reminds the Romans that 
Jesus came to fulfill God's promise to the Jews and to extend mercy to the Gentiles. Hence, he encourages the 
Roman Christians to “accept one another” as Jesus Christ has accepted them. This reading reminds us to wait       
patiently for the coming of the Lord during this Advent season and shows us how to live as we do so.  
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  ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  Cf. Is 30:19,30 

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the 
nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart. 

FIRST READING  Is 11:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
He judges the poor with justice. 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts  
from his roots: on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of  
wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of  
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The fear of the Lord  
is his breath.) He does not judge by appearances, he gives no  
verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity,  
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. His  
word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring  
death to the wicked. Integrity is the  loincloth round his  
waist, Faithfulness the belt about his  hips. The wolf lives  
with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, calf and  
lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them. The  
cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down  
together. The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays  
over the cobra's hole; into the viper's lair the young child  
puts his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy  
mountain, for the country is filled with the knowledge of the  
Lord as the waters swell the sea. That day, the root of Jesse  
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. It will be sought out by  
the nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 
ever. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,  
all nations bless his name. (R.)  
 
 

SECOND READING Rom 15:4-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
Christ, the hope of all people. 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was 
meant to teach us something about hope from the examples 
scripture gives of how people who did not give up were 
helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to 
give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following 
the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice 
you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat 
each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. 
The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews 
was not only so that God could faithfully carry out the 
promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the 
pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in 
one place: For this I shall praise you among the pagans and 
sing your name. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia! 

GOSPEL  Mt 3:1-12  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man 
the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in 
the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths 
straight. This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair 
with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the 
whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they 
were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed 
their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of 
vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is 
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate 
fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise 
children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is 
laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I 
baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who 
follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to 
carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his 
threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the 
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 
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