
 

 

We deeply respect the Aboriginal Community of Bunnerong upon whose land our parish resides 

The NATIVITY of the LORD - YEAR A - 25TH DECEMBER 2022 

            St. PETER’s                                St.  PAUL’s                           St. CATHERINE’s  

 844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165     122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204               2 Buchan St, Moorabbin 3189  

We are committed to upholding the safety & dignity of each child & young person ensuring their ability to grow                
and develop in a caring and supportive environment in our communities. 

ADMIN CENTRE 
844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165  
Mon - Fri   9:00am – 4:00pm  
Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 
Email:  officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au  
Webpage:  www.holytrinityparish.org.au 

Parish Co-ordinator 
Anabel Acosta-Harvey (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 

Clerical Officers 
Andy D’Silva (Mon to Fri) 
Linda De Souza (Wednesday Volunteer) 
 

Bookkeeper  
Luisa May (Monday) 
Email:  financeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 
 

Stewardship Program 
Kelvin Wong (Monday & Tuesday Volunteer) 
Email:  Kelvin.Wong@cam.org.au 
 

Communications Group 
Hot LIne:  9579 4255   
Email:  commshtp@cam.org.au  

 

PASTORAL CENTRE 
122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204  
Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 
Pastoral Co-ordinator 
Donrita Reefman (Sat to Thurs fortnightly) 
Email:  pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 
 

Funeral Co-ordinator 
Carol Hinschen (Mon, Thurs) 
Email:  pastoralholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 
 
 

Pastoral Associates (Volunteers) 
Kathy Lillis  -  Baptisms  
Sr. Delia Donahoe OLSH 
 

Sacramental Program Teachers 
Betty De Marco   
 

 
Priests: Fr. Jacob M.S.T. - Parish Priest 

 Email:  raju.jacob@cam.org.au  
 

Fr. Paul Gurry         Fr. Michael Morgan 
Fr. John O’Reilly      Fr. Malcolm Crawford 
Fr. Peter Matheson  Fr. Gerry McKernan 

Sun, 1 Jan 2023 St Peter's 8.30am New Year’s Mass 

Sun, 1 Jan 2023 St Paul's 9.30am New Year’s Mass 

Sun, 1 Jan 2023 St Catherine's 10.30am New Year’s Mass 

Sun, 1 Jan 2023 St Peter's 10.30am New Year’s Mass  

Sun, 1 Jan 2023 St Peter's 5.30pm New Year’s Mass 

My Dear Parishioners,  

Let me express my profound joy to wish you all a blessed Christmas and a 

bright new year! “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given’. (Isiah 9-6) 

Christmas is God’s ineffable gift of himself to mankind. It repeatedly                

astonishes us that God makes himself a child so that we may love him as a 

child trustingly allows himself to be taken into our arms. The birth of a child 

is a matter of joy to all. It brings an excitement that allows us to forget the 

discomfort and sleepless nights and sacrifices for it fills us with an                      

incomparable happiness. Christmas brings to us the message of the light of 

God into our midst: A light that shines in the darkness. It is an occasion for 

us to rekindle that light around us. Let this light then shine in our Parish, in 

or families and in our hearts to enlighten the way we live. Let us be aware 

of our responsibility to proclaim Christ and make disciples as this is our             

advent theme leading to Easter. Let us carry on the mission to spread the 

Christmas message of God’s love and merciful compassion by becoming 

faithful disciples. I take this opportunity to thank our wonderful staff, our 

many volunteers who give generously and unselfishly of their time and to 

you who energise me with your encouragement and support. Once again, 

all the choicest blessings of Christmas and a prosperous new year. 

God bless us all.                         .                             -  Jacob and the Parish Staff  
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HOLY TRINITY PARISH NEWS & PASTORAL PERSPECTIVES 

ADORATION FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE next Saturday there 
will be 30 minutes Adoration before the St Paul’s 6pm and 
St Peter’s 6.30pm Masses on Saturday evening, Dec 31. 
 

ADMIN CENTRE CLOSED OVER CHRISTMAS AND NEW 
YEAR  The Admin Centre will be closed from 4pm Friday 
23rd Dec and re-open at 9am Tuesday 3rd Jan. During this 
time, if you have any urgent issues, email officeholytrini-
typarish@cam.org.au or phone 0429 521 061 and leave a 
voice message. On behalf of the parish staff, we would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you for your support    
during the year and wish you and your family a wonderful 
Christmas and a joyous and healthy New Year. 
 

THANK YOU FROM STVP We would like to thank everyone 
who donated to our Parish Flood Appeal HTP was able to 
raise $1005.60, which will go a long way in helping         
communities that were impacted by the floods.  
 

THANK YOU A big thank you for the special Mass and all 
the other Masses, Prayers, flowers and cards and to OLSH 
and the Convent for making my 100th Birthday so special. 
Thank you and have a Merry Christmas.  -Aileen Gallagher  
 

Sacramental Program 2023 Holy Trinity Parish invites 
Catholic families whose children attend schools other than 
Catholic, and wish their child to prepare with the            
Sacramental Preparation Program, to register at our        
upcoming Information and Registration afternoon. In order 
to attend the 2023 Sacramental Preparation Program,       
registration is essential. Please complete online Invitation 
to Participate form of: RECONCILIATION 2023,  
FIRST EUCHARISTS 2023, CONFIRMATION 2023. 
The Sacramental Program Information and Registration 
afternoon will take place on Wednesday, 8th Feb 2023 
4pm – 5pm at St Peter’s Church (gather in the McKenna 
Centre). Our Catechists, Margaret Rocha and Betty De 
Marco, look forward to meeting you. To discuss the         
Sacramental Preparation Program, please contact           
Donrita, Pastoral Coordinator at pacholytrinitypar-
ish@cam.org.au. 
 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE This year Reynolds Funerals 
have donated a Christmas Hamper filled with over $320 
worth of goodies to “augment your Christmas joy”. Each 
family attending Mass this Christmas will receive a “bonus 
blessing” of a free raffle ticket. The raffle will be drawn at 
St Peter’s 10.30am, New Year’s Day Mass. 
 

Christmas is the divinity 
of God born into our     
humanity  In his Christmas 
message for 2022,           
Archbishop Peter A 
Comensoli invites us to 
stand ‘barefoot’ with     
Jesus, whose bare soles 

touched the earth when he came to live as one of us.              
As we approach Christmas Day, and the new year that lies 
beyond it, he encourages us to remove our ‘shoes’ and ‘to 
feel the sacred ground of our lives with God.’ 
 

Emmanuel—God with Us  
Reflections on the Gospels 
for Christmas Day, Feast of 
the Holy Family, Feast of 
Mary, Holy Mother of God 
(1 Jan), and Feast of the 
Epiphany.   
  

Reflection from Australian Catholics. 
 

Made for More: Visions of the 
Promised Land creatively blends 
live music, media and sacred art 
for an evening of beauty and           

reflection on the meaning of life, love and human              
destiny. Join Christopher West and team as they offer a 
vision of the Gospel through the lens of St John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body.  Choose from: 
Tuesday, 24 January 2023, St Francis of Assisi Parish Hall, 
290 Childs Rd, Mill Park  
Wednesday, 25 January 2023, St Mary’s Community          
Centre, 26 New Street, Dandenong. 
Schedule: 6pm - food for purchase, 7pm start, 9.30pm 
finish. Open to all. All children under 18 years must be 
supervised by an adult. Tickets: $25 general, $10               
concession/student, free for children 10 and under.   
Register: here.  
 

GENEROSITY PLUS Fr Paul’s CD, The Wind Beneath My 
Wings, raised over $5000 for the Ukraine Refugees. Holy 
Trinity and other Parishes have all been very generous. 
Thank you and have a Merry Christmas.    -     Fr Paul Gurry 
 

ST PETER’S CHRISTMAS DAY 5.30PM MASS  
HAS BEEN CANCELLED. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES FROM OUR PASTORAL MINISTRIES 

Funeral Ministry A time to remember and reflect - I pray for each parishioner and grieving family, that at this time of joyful 
celebration, we remember to be kind and compassionate, to come together as a community and reach out to God for the 
comfort of faith. While we celebrate our faith traditions, we can support each other in both new grief and the losses we 
have suffered throughout our lives – I pray that we can share the Blessing of Peace with each other.  A time for thanks - for 
those angels in our community who have supported our Ministry of Funerals, in practical ways and through prayers and 
friendship. My heartfelt thanks to all in the Holy Trinity Parish.                                                                       — Christmas Carol  
 

CLoW I am Loretta Rayen, Holy trinity parish volunteer, as some of you may know I conduct the children’s liturgy at                         
St Peters at 10.30am mass. We have completed one year successfully, with the guidance of Sr Delia, Donrita and Fr Jacob.              
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the parents and extended family members, volunteers, Silvia, Enza, 
Dylan, Abi and Brian who were there to support me to conduct sessions. We are most grateful to Angela for being there 
every session ensuring the health and the safety of every child and supporting me to successfully complete our first year at 
St Peter’s children’s liturgy. Children’s Liturgy will recommence term one (Feb 19/April 2) at St Peter’s during Sunday’s 
10:30am Mass.                                                                                                                                                                   —Loretta Rayen 
 

Visitation On behalf of the Visitation Team we wish all of our housebound and frail elderly a very happy Christmas and may 
you experience deep joy and peace in your hearts. Thank you for the privilege of visiting you and praying with you during 
the year. Thank you to each member of the team for your time and loving care to those no longer able to attend Mass. 
May our Christmas be blessed in all we do and in all the joys we share. May our Family and friends be blessed and rejoice 
in God's loving care. Please bless and protect us all in the coming New Year.                                                  —Anne Lo Schiavo 
 

Music At Christmas we reflect on the Birth of Jesus.   This event brings joy and happiness to many all over the world.  Just 
as God gave to us the gift of the birth of his son, he also gave us the gift of music. Since music brings Joy and Happiness to 
so many people, therefore we use music in Liturgical services to lift the atmosphere, as these Services bring, peace, hope 
and light into many people’s lives.  On behalf of the Holy Trinity Music Ministry team, I would like to thank all those          
involved and all parishioners who join in the singing, a wonderful and holy Christmas. It’s a great time of year to spend 
time with Family and Friends.        —All the best from the St Catherine’s Music Ministry team 
To all parishioners involved in Music ministry across HTP, a very big “thank You” for your contribution to the liturgical life 
of the parish during 2022. May the Season of Christmas bring blessings to all and may we be inspired to continue to           
provide beautiful liturgical music for our God and our Faith  Communities.                          —St Paul’s Music Team 

On behalf of the St Peter’s music ministry, we wish all at HTP a blessed Merry Christmas and a safe and happy new year. 
Thanks all.                                —Dan Merta 
 

Sacristans Warmest greetings to all at Holy Trinity Parish. May the Peace of Christ come to bring greater closeness in         
families, healing where there are conflicts, and forgiveness of hurt. May you all have a blessed Christmas and peaceful 
2023.                                                                      —St Paul’s sacristans           

Alpha A blessed and Merry Christmas from all of us at the Alpha Ministry. Our appreciation for all of your prayers, and our        
sincerest gratitude to all the catering assistance that we received this year. To the entire HTP parish community,              
volunteers, guests and team members - YOU made Alpha possible. Thank you very much and we are excited to start anew 
in 2023. We look forward in welcoming you, Come and See!                                                                                      —Alpha Team 
 

Crafty Ladies We wish to thank all our supporters and donors who have helped us to gift $7297.00 to Moorabbin/Bentleigh 
Conference and $2234.00 to the Bentleigh Conference of St Vincent de Paul this year alone. We can be proud of the efforts 
of our ladies who have also produced well over 800 Blankets for Sacred Heart Mission. Without your wonderful support 
this would not have been possible. God bless you, and may you have a simply wonderful Christmas full of love, peace and 
joy.     We so look forward to 2023.                                                                                  —Sheelagh Connors, on behalf of the CLs 
 

Environment Happy Christmas. On behalf of all the wonderful people who clean, maintain and decorate our places of     
worship, I would like to wish all parishioners a happy and blessed Christmas and new year. We should all give thanks that 
our churches have once again become places to gather as community, and keep all those whose efforts make them          
welcoming in our thoughts and prayers.            —Mario Mirabile, on behalf of the members of the Environments Ministry 

Adoration We are all welcome to accept our Lord’s invitation to come into His presence in the Blessed Sacrament. What a 
blessing that Jesus, our Healer, gives us His peace and the strength to persevere in our trials. He waits for us to allow Him 
to help us carry our crosses. Take a pause from this busy world. It’s a time in silence when we can share all our joys and 
sorrows to Jesus, who longs for a deeper relationship with each one of us. Come, let us adore our Lord! Lorraine Matthews 
 



 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES FROM OUR PASTORAL MINISTRIES 

Readers May the joy of the Christ child’s love and protection surround our families and friends with blessings of Peace, 
Health, Love, Hope and Togetherness. May the presence of Jesus in our heart stay true, and His blessings be always there 
to bring joy and celebration in our lives. Have a safe and Merry Christmas. On behalf of the ministry of the Word.    

  —Drusilla Gonsalvez 
 

SVdP The East Bentleigh St Vincent de Paul Conference would like to thank all those who contributed to our Christmas          
appeal. With the support of the Parish, as well as a few other donors, we were able to supply close to 50 very generous              
hampers to locals who had called on us during the year. We were also able to give some lovely gift bags to14 residents at a 
local health unit. Everyone who received a hamper was most appreciative and indeed some people greeted us with tears of 
gratitude, while others told us that they could not get through the year without this help. Please know that your generosity 
has made this possible and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. God bless you all.                           —Kath Kruger 
   
 

Baptism We at Holy Trinity Baptism Ministry wish our families a joyful time as they celebrate the birth of Christ with their 
loved ones. We feel privileged to have walked the journey of life and faith with so many of you during this challenging time. 
Thanks to the administration staff for their back-up in coordinating the weekly ceremonies in all three communities. We 
could not have “done it” without you. Sincere gratitude to Fathers Jacob, Paul, John, Malcolm, Peter and Michael who in 
their own special way brought the Sacrament to the families. May the peace of Christ remain with you always.  
                                                                                                              —Kathleen Lillis 
 

Finance It has been a busy year for our Parish finance committee team. One of the biggest challenges faced has to do with 
the ongoing maintenance program and how to finance the various repairs. Literally, hundreds of maintenance items have 
been identified ranging form a loose door handle to roof repairs to ALL three churches! The roof repairs were deemed top 
priorities and we are delighted to report (touch wood!) that all the church roofs are now water tight. The most notable leak 
occurred at St Catherine's where a number of quite separate leaks culminated into a significant insurance claim. The                
insurance works necessitated a short closure, but all works have been completed in a timely manner and happily,                        
St Catherine's is now open again! St Peters Church also had a number of separate leaks, resulting in another insurance 
claim. All the roof repair works were completed last Thursday week and at some point soon, the insurance claim for the    
internal repair works will commence. Storm water drains located between the Church and the Lighthouse were also cleared 
on the same day. The blocked drains had caused water to pool then seep under the Lighthouse. Hopefully this has now 
been resolved.  St Paul’s roof was a relatively easy fix. Curiously, two tiles at the bottom of the roof had dislodged resulting 
in a considerable amount of water funneling onto the timber ceiling panels and soaking the carpets. Fortunately, there is 
no residual damage to either the ceiling or floor coverings. Early in the new year, we will be looking to upgrade a number            
electrical circuits. Note that all roof and proposed electrical works have been budgeted for and financed by way of a loan 
from the Catholic Development Fund. We are happy to advise that for finance committee members, Bernie, Bryan and          
Adrian, next year will be their 3rd consecutive year and for Rosie, her second. Special thanks to our external accountant,       
Charlie Melican for his diligent work and wise counsel throughout the year and to Father Jacob for his ongoing support.            
The Holy Trinity Parish Finance Committee wishes all our Parish community, a wonderful Christmas and a safe and happy 
New Year.                                                                                             —Rosie Payavlas, Bernard Gill, Bryan Lobo and Adrian Zadro 
 

Bulletin Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am Linda and I do the weekly bulletin on        
Wednesdays at HTP. From the time I started until now I have enjoyed every moment doing the bulletin with Fr Jacob and 
our great Admin and Pastoral team working together to put together every bit in the bulletin which really portrays the  
overall picture of events and news in our community. A lot of time is put in by everyone to think, plan and organise the             
bulletin and that is good!  I personally enjoy working here, meeting and greeting people in the office, developing                  
relationships and for sure that is a great joy to be of fruitful service to our Holy Trinity Community. I wish you all a                  
Wonderful Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2023. May Our Lord Bless You All! With Love and blessings. —Linda De Souza 
 

St Paul’s My heartfelt thanks to all who have helped with Liturgy at St. Paul’s Community throughout the year! We are an 
amazing team and we could not do without you. From our Sacristans and Co-ordinators, Readers, Commentators, Eucharist 
Ministers, Environment, Musicians, Choirs members, morning tea helpers and anyone I have missed. May everyone have a 
peaceful and blessed Christmas and if travelling, safe holidays.                                                        —Libby Thomas 
 

Trinity Care On behalf of Trinity Care ministry and HTP parishioners, I would like to thank those who have selflessly and        
generously provided food for those in need, I pray this Christmas brings hope and peace. Wishing you all special Blessings 
throughout the New Year. Love Prayers and thanks.                  —Marjorie Brady 



 

 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES FROM OUR PASTORAL MINISTRIES 

Charismatic Prayer Group Dear Holy Trinity Parish, May this Christmas 2022 remind us of the ”fruit of the mystery”  
(poverty = detachment from the worldly things) of the 3rd Joyful Mystery “Birth of Jesus” in the Holy Rosary. May our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ, continue to send us the Holy Spirit and give us the grace to seek the eternal Heavenly treasures. 
May we all be filled with love, peace and joy, which we can share with our loved ones (family and friends). As we receive 
the Holy Communion (Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jesus) this Christmas, may we remember what a                 
Heavenly gift we receive every time we participate in the Eucharist of the Holy Mass. May it help us to love God more with 
all our heart, soul, mind and strength. And love others as our Lord loves us. Blessed Christmas everyone! May the peace of 
Christ be with us all - on behalf of the Monday night Charismatic Prayer Ministry.                                    —Lidia Boschini 
 
 

RCIA Merry Christmas Holy Trinity Parish! We have much to celebrate including the recent reception into the faith by 
Derek.  It was a joyous and faith filled occasion for which we are all blessed and given the opportunity to celebrate our 
faith with him. I would like to thank his sponsor, Earl and the RCIA team Shobha and Donrita. Derek looks forward to his 
marriage to Diana early in January and we wish them both many blessings in the years to come. Please keep the RCIA 
team in your prayers -we plan to meet with some new enquirers early next year.  God Bless.  

Kylie Saccotelli and RCIA team 
 

PLT 2022 has been another year of disruption; as we face into this next wave of COVID-19 it’s a timely reminder we’re 
not through this pandemic yet. What 2022 has also reinforced, though, is the importance of community and looking out 
for each other. So to all those who have dropped in to check on fellow parishioners, dropped off essentials, shared meals, 
or just made themselves available for a chat – God bless you. Together we are stronger. On behalf of the outgoing                   
Pastoral Leadership Team, and our collective families, we wish you a rejuvenating, fun and faith-filled Christmas and New 
Year period.                - Matt Lovegrove, Outgoing chair, Pastoral Leadership Team 

Pray for Our Community—For Healing 

St PETER’s: Joan Munday, Bill Tilley, Kate Joseph, Margaret Morris, Fiorentino Boschini, Joan Lawler, Bob Cull, Edna Burge,    
Margaret Barthelson, Trajano Roberto, Jong Labrador, Nadia Chaib, Jay Japai, Amee Japai, Ariel Mayo, Cecilio Rivera Dizon,      
Margaret Reid, Freddie Pynadath, George Regos, Margaret Buttigieg, Suzanne Sipos, David Robertson, Betty Pattison,  

Noel Edema, Neeliya Edema, Steven, Jaiden Bruce, Avis Smith, Mary Leyshon, Lois Durkin, Emma Thursky, Val Hendry,                
Wayne Butteriss, Sandra Jones, Ashley Popov, Helen Mille, Sam Williams, Riley Sinclair, Eric Dodd, Mark Lewis, Wan Kok On,            
Sue Bartlett (Austin), Sharon Markell, Cyril Johnstone, Tyson Joseph, Dr Edna Pereira, Martin Johnson, Vince Bezzina,                
Jakob Deans, Judy Meehan, Jenny Liston, Josh Kelly, Cherie Anderson, Leonie Kerley, Andrew. 

St PAUL’s: Anne Mercer, Sharon Puryer, Tanya Wall, Christian Hind, Cameron Torcasio, Dennis O’Brien, Brendan Mayne,                  
Marie Morrissey, Peter Morrissey, Margaret Leigh, Russell Johnstone, Joshua Smith, Noelle Tierney, Virginia Mc Sweeney,               
Paul Davis, Schembri family especially Charmaine. 

St CATHERINE’s: Andrew Wszola, Dang Cam Lien, Joe Visalli, Lana Poon, Maureen Clynes, Gino Pinzone, Garry Clynes,            
Danko Bokata, Elice Mattsson, Margaret Pinzone, Daniel Rivalland, Allan Bui, Bill Baird, Alan Cameron, Michael Ebzery,                  
Robyn Roberts, Mary Hackett, Anita Meares, Philip Wszola, Anthony Leggiero, Peter Brown, Aubrey Milhussin, Rodney Butts, 
Tony Mallozzi, Emma Mallozzi, Anne Grounds, Peter Wilson, Jeff Rudland, Peter Jennings. 

Recently Deceased 

St PETER’s:  

St PAUL’s: 
Joseph Cutajar 

St CATHERINE’s:  

Anniversaries occurring around this time 
St PETER’s: .Kathleen Rankin, Moira O’Shannessy, Maree Lorkin, Maria Salanitri, Tony D’Rosario. 

St PAUL’s: .Amy Gardiner, Francis Hamilton, Valentino Galati, Anna Umia, Desmond DeZilva,            
Gerard Ford, Charles Aquilina, Winston Saldanha, Liberato Dimol, Isabelle Markey.  
St CATHERINE’s: Bernadette Jennings, Bernard Grimes, Marie Coppinger, Santo Alessi, Lily Misso,         
Maria Minieri, Robert K Jenkinson.  

FUNERAL INFORMATION FOR RECENTLY DECEASED  
  Joseph Cutajar: Funeral Service at St Paul’s on Thursday, 5th January at 1.00pm 



 

FIRST READING Isaiah 62:1-5 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord takes delight in you. 

About Zion I will not be silent, about Jerusalem I will not grow 
weary, until her integrity shines out like the dawn and her 
salvation flames like a torch. The nations then will see your 
integrity, all the kings your glory, and you will be called by a 
new name, one which the mouth of the Lord will confer. You 
are to be a crown of splendour in the hand of the Lord, a 
princely diadem in the hand of your God; no longer are you 
to be named 'Forsaken', nor your land 'Abandoned', but you 
shall be called 'My Delight' and your land 'The Wedded'; for 
the Lord takes delight in you and your land will have its 
wedding. Like a young man marrying a virgin, so will the one 
who built you wed you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in his 
bride, so will your God rejoice in you. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 88:4-5. 16-17. 27. 29 R. see v.2 

(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 

1. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one;  
I have sworn to David my servant: 
I will establish your dynasty for ever 
and set up your throne through all ages.’ (R.) 

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a king,  
who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
who find their joy every day in your name, 
who make your justice the source of their bliss. (R.) 

3. ‘He will say to me: “You are my father,  
my God, the rock who saves me.” 
I will keep my love for him always;  
for him my covenant shall endure.’ (R.) 

SECOND READING ACTS 13:16-17. 22-25 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Paul spoke of Christ, the son of David. 

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he stood up in the 
synagogue, held up a hand for silence and began to speak: 
‘Men of Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God of our 
nation Israel chose our ancestors, and made our people great 
when they were living as foreigners in Egypt; then by divine 

power he led them out. ‘Then he made David their king, of 
whom he approved in these words, “I have selected David 
son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will carry out 
my whole purpose”. To keep his promise, God has raised up 
for Israel one of David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, 
whose coming was heralded by John when he proclaimed a 
baptism of repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before 
John ended his career he said, “I am not the one you imagine 
me to be; that one is coming after me and I am not fit to 
undo his sandal”.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
Alleluia, alleluia! Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will 
be destroyed: the Saviour of the world will be our king. 
Alleluia! 

 
GOSPEL MT 1:1-25  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David. 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live 
together she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and 
wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her 
informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name 
him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people 
from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: The Virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him 
Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When  
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord told him to 
do: he took his wife to his home and, though he had not had 
intercourse with her, she gave birth to a son; and he named 
him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 

THE WORD OF THE LORD - YEAR A 
CHRISTMAS VIGIL READINGS 

24TH DECEMBER 20222 



 

 

THE WORD OF THE LORD - YEAR A 
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS READINGS 

24TH DECEMBER 2022 

FIRST READING Is 9:1-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

A son is given to us. 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light; on 
those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. 
You have made their gladness greater, you have made their 
joy increase; they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at 
harvest time, as men are happy when they are dividing the 
spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across 
his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on 
the day of Midian. For all the footgear of battle, every cloak 
rolled in blood, is burnt and consumed by fire. For there is a 
child born for us, a son given to us and dominion is laid on his 
shoulders; and this is the name they give him:                        
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, Eternal-Father,                      
Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his dominionin a peace that has no 
end, for the throne of David and for his royal power, which 
he establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity. 
From this time onwards and for ever, the jealous love of the 
Lord of hosts will do this.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 95:1-3. 11-13  
(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
 
1. O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the 
 earth. O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.) 
2.  Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations 
 his glory and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.) 
3.  Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, let the sea 
 and all within it thunder praise, let the land and all it 
 bears rejoice, all the trees of the wood shoutfor joy at 
 the presence of the Lord for he comes, he  comes to 
 rule the earth. (R.) 
4.  With justice he will rule the world, he will judge the 
 peoples with his truth. (R.) 

SECOND READING Ti 2:11-14 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 
God’s grace has been revealed to all people. 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation 
possible for the whole human race and taught us that what 
we have to do is to give up everything that does not lead to 
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be                       

self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this 
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing 
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great 
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in 
order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a 
people so that it could be his very own and would have no 
ambition except to do good. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Lk 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! Good News and great joy to all the world: 
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. Alleluia! 

GOSPEL LK 2:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Today a saviour has been born for you. 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole 
world to be taken. This census – the first – took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to his 
own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the 
town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s 
House and line, in order to be registered together with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there the 
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a 
son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger because there was no room for 
them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to 
watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round 
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be 
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared 
by the whole people. Today in the town of David a saviour 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel there 
was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and 
singing: ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to 
men who enjoy his favour.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

THE WORD OF THE LORD - YEAR A 
CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS READINGS 

24TH DECEMBER 2022 

FIRST READING IS 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our 
God. 
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who 
brings good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’ Listen! 
Your watchmen raise their voices, they shout for joy 
together, for they see the Lord face to face, as he returns to 
Zion. Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming 
Jerusalem. The Lord bares his holy armin the sight of all the 
nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3 
(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked 
 wonders. His right hand and his holy arm, have 
 brought salvation. (R.) 
2. The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown 
 his justice to the nations. He has remembered his 
 truth and love for the house of Israel. (R.) 
3. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 
 our God. Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your 
 joy. (R.) 
4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp, with the 
 sound of music. With trumpets and the sound of the 
 horn acclaim the King, the Lord.  

SECOND READING Heb 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 
At various times in the past and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our 
own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, 
the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything and 
through whom he made everything there is. He is the radiant 
light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his nature, 
sustaining the universe by his powerful command; and now 
that he has destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone to 
take his place in heaven at the right hand of divine Majesty. 

So he is now as far above the angels as the title which he has 
inherited is higher than their own name. God has never said 
to any angel: You are my Son, today I have become your 
father, or: I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Again, 
when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: Let all 
the angels of God worship him. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you 
nations and adore the Lord. Today a great light has come 
upon the earth. Alleluia! 

GOSPEL Jn 1:1-18 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
saw his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its 
being but through him. All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the 
dark, a light that darkness could not overpower. A man 
came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a 
witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that everyone 
might believe through him. He was not the light, only a 
witness to speak for the light. The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the world. 
He was in the world that had its being through him, and the 
world did not know him. He came to his own domain and his 
own people did not accept him. But to all who did accept him 
he gave power to become children of God, to all who believe 
in the name of him who was born not out of human stock or 
urge of the Flesh or will of man but of God himself. The Word 
was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw his glory, the 
glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. John appears as his witness, He proclaims: ‘This is 
the one of whom I said: He who comes after meranks before 
me because he existed before me.’ Indeed, from his fullness 
we have, all of us, received –  yes, grace in return for grace, 
since, though the Law was given through Moses, grace and 
truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 


