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HOLY GHOST CHURCH  
PROVIDENCE, RI

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
JANUARY 24, 2021

Holy Ghost Rectory  
472 Atwells Ave. 

Providence, RI 02909 

Office: (401)421-3551 - Fax: (401)421-2615 
holyghostchurchri@gmail.com  

holy-ghost-church.org  
https://www.facebook.com/

holyghostchurchprov 
HOURS OF OPERATION:  

Please call or email during this time. 


Rev. Francesco Francese, Pastor 
fr.francesco.francese@gmail.com 

@ffrancese  
Rev. Mr. Stephen Raymond 

Sr. Rocio Nieto, HMSP 
sisterrocio.mssw@gmail.com 

Mrs. Valerie Bishop,  
Office Administrator,  

Religious Ed. Coordinator  
Mr. James Colson, Music Director  

Reminder About the Temporary Mass Schedule: 
Vigil Masses on Saturday at 4:00 PM in English 

Sunday Mass at 8:00 AM in English 

Sunday at 10:00 AM  in English with readings in Italian.  This mass will be live-
streamed on our Facebook page.  

Sunday at 12:00 PM in Spanish

 16 As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting their nets into the sea; they were 
fishermen. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come 
after me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 18 Then they abandoned their nets 
and followed him. 19 He walked along a 
little farther and saw James, the son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John. They too 
were in a boat mending their nets. 
20 Then he called them. So they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat along with 
the hired men and followed him. Mark 
1:16-20

mailto:fr.francesco.francese@gmail.com
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Saturday January 23 - Third Sunday 
 Confessions 3:00 PM 
4:00 PM  
For all Victims of Abortion  
Sunday January 24 - Third Sunday 
8:00 AM 
Pro Populo  
10:00 AM  
♱Giannino Monaco 
12:00 PM 
Fr. Luigi Butera and the Missionary Sister 
Servants of the Word 
Monday January 25 -No Scheduled Mass 
Tuesday January 26 
7:00 AM  
♱Luigi Monaco 
Wednesday January 27 
7:00 AM 
♱Giuseppe Scorpio  
 Adoration 5:00-7:00 PM 
 Confessions from 6:00 PM  
 until Benediction 

Thursday January 28  
7:00 AM  
♱Francesca Porreca 
7:00 PM - Spanish  
♱Rev. John Gbakaan 
Friday January 29  
7:00 AM 
♱Rev. Msgr. William I. Varsanyi 
Saturday January 30 - Fourth Sunday 
 Confessions 3:00 PM 
4:00 PM  
For all Victims of Abortion  
Sunday January 31 - Fourth Sunday 
8:00 AM 
Rev. Peter Polo 
10:00 AM  
♱Giannino Monaco 
12:00 PM 
Pro Populo 

  

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

Even though we have just finished with one season in the Church we can still be 
prepared for the next one.  Ash Wednesday is on February 17, 2021 and a note has 
been released about how the ashes are to be distributed.  The formula is said only 
once and for those who come forward ashes are sprinkled on the head (not on 
the forehead as is the usual custom in the United States.) 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society at Holy Ghost Church 
is continuing to run a food pantry and other services for 
those  in  need.   Please  visit  us  or  call  the  rectory  at 

(401)  421-3551.  The food pantry is open each Saturday 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.  It is located at the back of 

the rectory.  
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Regarding Mass Intentions, Part 2 

	 After listing the changes regarding Mass 
Intentions in Part 1, I will now share some of the 
experiences the parish has had in recent times that 
lead to those decisions, all of which in some way 
limit the availability of Masses.  
	  The first issue arises from the fact that we 
offer the Mass in three languages and parishioners 
have a strong practice of only attended one 
particular Mass.  So an example could be that if a 
person wanted an intention on a Sunday at 9:00 
AM and it was not available but other Masses 
were, then effectively there were none available.  
For other parishes it would be different and would 
just mean attending another Mass time but that is 
not the practice by and large at a parish like Holy 
Ghost.  The same applies to other similar parishes.  
	 The limited amount of Masses joined with 
what is the standard in the Church, that there be 
one intention per Mass, then lead to strong 
competition for Mass times.  As a result some would 
try to book Masses far in advance, or to schedule a 
great number of them at one time or have one 

person schedule Masses for many individuals.  That 
is why some parishes are very strict about when the 
new Mass book opens for the following year.  
Many also have limitation on how many Masses 
any one person can schedule per year.  	  
	 The Community Masses in English and 
Italian came about because of allowances in 
Church disciple regarding Mass intentions and to 
provide for all of the extra intentions that could not 
be satisfied.  What has happened over time 
however is that the list became very long and was 
hard to manage.  Only a small fraction of 
individuals on the lists were able to be accounted 
for but none could be removed without risking 
removing someone who was expected to be there.   
	 Having the ability for two individuals to 
book Mass intentions for the same day will, I hope, 
increase the availability for Masses and also 
decrease the administrative burden on the Church 
office at the same time.  However one Mass 
intention per Mass will be always be encouraged.  
	 This message will be repeated in the  
bulletin for next week followed by another part.   

There is a strong devotion to St. Blaise at Holy Ghost 
Church and we will have a commemoration of his feast day 
with blessing of throats on the Weekend of February 7.  
Those who love Holy Ghost Church and San Biagio have 
raised funds to create a beautiful statue and have also 
provided for a new oven and stove for the kitchen in the 
Church.  There will not be a dinner this year but all of us 
could use the intercession of St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr 
to God for deliverance from any illness, as the Blessing 
says:  

“Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and 
martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of 
the throat and from every other illness: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.”

Online Giving is now available. 

https://holy-ghost-church.org/giving 

Text GIVE to +1 (401) 271-7162

In imitation of the directions we have received regarding 
Ash Wednesday the blessing will be said once and the 
faithful may come forward to be blessed briefly in silence. 

https://holy-ghost-church.org/giving
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CONGREGATION FOR 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 

Note on the morality of using some anti-
Covid-19 vaccines

 
The question of the use of vaccines, in general, 
is often at the center of controversy in the forum 
of public opinion. In recent months, this 
Congregation has received several requests for 
guidance regarding the use of vaccines against 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19, 
which, in the course of research and production, 
employed cell lines drawn from tissue obtained 
from two abortions that occurred in the last 
century. At the same time, diverse and 
sometimes conflicting pronouncements in the 
mass media by bishops, Catholic associations, 
and experts have raised questions about the 
morality of the use of these vaccines.
There is already an important pronouncement of 
the Pontifical Academy for Life on this issue, 
entitled “Moral reflections on vaccines prepared 
from cells derived from aborted human fetuses” 
(5 June 2005). Further, this Congregation 
expressed itself on the matter with the 
Instruction Dignitas Personae (September 8, 
2008, cf. nn. 34 and 35). In 2017, the Pontifical 
Academy for Life returned to the topic with a 
Note. These documents already offer some 
general directive criteria.
Since the first vaccines against Covid-19 are 
already available for distribution and 
administration in various countries, this 
Congregation desires to offer some indications 
for clarification of this matter. We do not intend 
to judge the safety and efficacy of these 
vaccines, although ethically relevant and 
necessary, as this evaluation is the responsibility 
of biomedical researchers and drug agencies. 
Here, our objective is only to consider the moral 
aspects of the use of the vaccines against 

Covid-19 that have been developed from cell 
lines derived from tissues obtained from two 
fetuses that were not spontaneously aborted.
1. As the Instruction Dignitas Personae states, in 
cases where cells from aborted fetuses are 
employed to create cell lines for use in scientific 
research, “there exist differing degrees of 
responsibility”[1] of cooperation in evil. For 
example,“in organizations where cell lines of 
illicit origin are being utilized, the responsibility 
of those who make the decision to use them is 
not the same as that of those who have no voice 
in such a decision”.[2]
2. In this sense, when ethically irreproachable 
Covid-19 vaccines are not available (e.g. in 
countries where vaccines without ethical 
problems are not made available to physicians 
and patients, or where their distribution is more 
difficult due to special storage and transport 
conditions, or when various types of vaccines 
are distributed in the same country but health 
authorities do not allow citizens to choose the 
vaccine with which to be inoculated) it is 
morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines 
that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in 
their research and production process.  3. The 
fundamental reason for considering the use of 
these vaccines morally licit is that the kind of 
cooperation in evil (passive material 
cooperation) in the procured abortion from 
which these cell lines originate is, on the part of 
those making use of the resulting vaccines, 
remote. The moral duty to avoid such passive 
material cooperation is not obligatory if there is 
a grave danger, such as the otherwise 
uncontainable spread of a serious pathological 
agent[3]--in this case, the pandemic spread of 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19.

This following is a note published by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding 
COVID-19 vaccines.  I chose to publish it in its entirety for the benefit of the parish.  In future 
bulletins and on our website I will share other resources and links, including how to make an 
objection known to the companies that still choose to utilize cells that have been derived from 
abortion.  Rev. Francesco Francese

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
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It must therefore be considered that, in such a 
case, all vaccinations recognized as clinically 
safe and effective can be used in good 
conscience with the certain knowledge that the 
use of such vaccines does not constitute formal 
cooperation with the abortion from which the 
cells used in production of the vaccines derive. It 
should be emphasized, however, that the morally 
licit use of these types of vaccines, in the 
particular conditions that make it so, does not in 
itself constitute a legitimation, even indirect, of 
the practice of abortion, and necessarily assumes 
the opposition to this practice by those who 
make use of these vaccines.
4. In fact, the licit use of such vaccines does not 
and should not in any way imply that there is a 
moral endorsement of the use of cell lines 
proceeding from aborted fetuses.[4] Both 
pharmaceutical companies and governmental 
health agencies are therefore encouraged to 
produce, approve, distribute and offer ethically 
acceptable vaccines that do not create problems 
of conscience for either health care providers or 
the people to be vaccinated.
5. At the same time, practical reason makes 
evident that vaccination is not, as a rule, a moral 
obligation and that, therefore, it must be 
voluntary. In any case, from the ethical point of 
view, the morality of vaccination depends not 
only on the duty to protect one's own health, but 
also on the duty to pursue the common good. In 
the absence of other means to stop or even 
prevent the epidemic, the common good may 
recommend vaccination, especially to protect the 
weakest and most exposed. Those who, 
however, for reasons of conscience, refuse 
vaccines produced with cell lines from aborted 
fetuses, must do their utmost to avoid, by other 
prophylactic means and appropriate behavior, 
becoming vehicles for the transmission of the 
infectious agent. In particular, they must avoid 
any risk to the health of those who cannot be 
vaccinated for medical or other reasons, and 
who are the most vulnerable.
6. Finally, there is also a moral imperative for 
the pharmaceutical industry, governments and 
international organizations to ensure that 
vaccines, which are effective and safe from a 

medical point of view, as well as ethically 
acceptable, are also accessible to the poorest 
countries in a manner that is not costly for them. 
The lack of access to vaccines, otherwise, would 
become another sign of discrimination and 
injustice that condemns poor countries to 
continue living in health, economic and social 
poverty.[5]
The Sovereign Pontiff Francis, at the Audience 
granted to the undersigned Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 
17 December 2020, examined the present Note 
and ordered its publication.
Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, on 21 December 2020, 
Liturgical Memorial of Saint Peter Canisius.

[1] Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Instruction Dignitas Personae (8th December 
2008), n. 35; AAS (100), 884.
[2] Ibid, 885.
[3] Cfr. Pontifical Academy for Life, “Moral 
reflections on vaccines prepared from cells 
derived from aborted human foetuses”, 5th June 
2005.
[4] Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Instruct. Dignitas Personae, n. 35: “When the 
illicit action is endorsed by the laws which 
regulate healthcare and scientific research, it is 
necessary to distance oneself from the evil 
aspects of that system in order not to give the 
impression of a certain toleration or tacit 
acceptance of actions which are gravely unjust. 
Any appearance of acceptance would in fact 
contribute to the growing indifference to, if not 
the approval of, such actions in certain medical 
and political circles”.
[5] Cfr. Francis, Address to the members of the 
"Banco Farmaceutico" foundation, 19 
September 2020.

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2020/september/documents/papa-francesco_20200919_banco-farmaceutico.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2020/september/documents/papa-francesco_20200919_banco-farmaceutico.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2020/september/documents/papa-francesco_20200919_banco-farmaceutico.html
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUBLIC MASSES  
1. Catholics will continue to be 

dispensed from Sunday Mass and 
Holy Day Masses, until further 
notice.   

2. Access to the Mass will be 
limited. 

• In order to be sure that we have 
enough space between parishioners 
only every third pew will be available.  
Families and those that live together 
may sit in the same pew, but in other 
cases there will only be two people in 
each pew.  The Church will be full 
when each of  the pews has either 
two unrelated people in it, or about 
50 people are in the Church.  Once 
the limit is reached anyone else who 
comes in will have to wait for the 
next Mass or will have to come back 
another day.  We may implement a 
simple system to regulate Mass 
attendance at some time in the 
future.    

3. Hand hygiene and masks are key.  
• Parishioners will be expected to 

sanitize their hands immediately 
upon entry to the church.  Likewise, 
they must wear a mask at all times, 
with the exception of  receiving Holy 
Communion. 

4. Singing will be limited.   
• There will be no choirs at this time, 

and there will be limited singing 
among the congregation.  

5. Parishioners will receive Holy 
Communion in a safe manner. 

• Instructions will be given by Fr. 
Francesco at each Mass in the 
following weeks.  There will be no 
Extraordinary Ministers of  Holy 
Communion at this time.  Also, it is 
not necessary to receive Holy 
Communion at every Mass one 
attends, during this time or at any 
other time.   

6. The Church will be sanitized after 
every Mass and parish event. 

• This will take time and that is why 
the Mass schedule for Sundays has to 
be changed for now.  

7. Budget envelopes will be 
submitted as you leave.   

• Baskets will be present on both sides 
near the exit of  the Church.  

8. Avoid personal contact with 
anyone.   

• The sign of  peace, which is always 
optional, will remain suspended.  
Even though it saddens me to say 
this, please do not congregate before 
or after Mass during this time.   

9. Those who are sick must stay 
home.   

• Please be cautious, and when in 
doubt stay home.  
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1. Los católicos continuarán 
siendo dispensados de la 
misa dominical y misas de 
precepto, hasta nuevo 
aviso. 

2. El acceso a la misa será 
limitado. Se han preparado 
lugares para un maximo de 
50 personas. Por favor sea 
comprensivo si ya no hay 
acceso.  

3. 3. Por favor desinfecte sus 
manos al momento de 
entrar a la iglesia y use 
cubrebocas en todo 
momento, excepto al 
recibir la comunion. 

4. El canto será limitado, por 
el momento no habra coros. 

5. Los feligreses recibirán la 
Sagrada Comunión de 

manera segura. Por favor 
siga las instrucciones del P. 
Francesco. 

6. La Iglesia será desinfectada 
después de cada misa y 
evento parroquial. 

7. Los sobres de la colecta 
podrán depositarlos en las 
canastas colocadas en la 
salidas de la iglesia. 

8. Evitar el contacto personal 
con los demas. 
Lamentablemente no 
habra reuniones antes o 
despues de misa. 

9. Por favor tomen 
sufucientes precaucuines. 
Los que están enfermos o 
con malestares deben 
quedarse en casa.

INSTRUCCIONES PARA MISAS PÚBLICAS QUE  
COMIENZAN EL 30 DE MAYO DE 2020 
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