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Confessions: Saturday afternoon 3:30 - 4:00PM
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St. Anthony Novena Wednesday morning following 8:00AM Mass
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Office Open Monday-Friday 9:00AM - 4:00PM Located in the Parish Center

Evenings by Appointment Only
Closed Weekends and Federal Holidays

Open for Private Prayer during office hours
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Parish Information

We welcome you to the
Good Shepherd Parish Community!

Please register at the Parish Office as soon as you are able to do
so, and the staff will be happy to inform you about our parish and
the opportunities we offer. Parish registration is required for reli-
gious education, celebration of all Sacraments and certification as
a sponsor for Baptism and Confirmation. Regular Sunday worship
with us indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
Attendance is necessary at weekend worship for the all sacra-
ments and certification of sponsorship. Please notify the parish
office of any changes in phone number, address, e-mail address or
when leaving the parish.

We have hospitality Sunday, the first Sunday of the month.
Please come and meet our Priest and fellow parishioners.

Baptism: All Baptisms are celebrated on the first Sunday of the
month at 12noon. The preparation process should begin at least
three months before the planned date of the Baptism. A Baptism
Preparation Class is required for parents (godparents may attend if
they wish). This class is offered on the fourth Sunday of each
month at 9:45 AM. Please call the parish office to register. The
date of the baptism is scheduled after attending the class. Parish
membership and active worship is required for two months prior
to preparation.

Religious Education

Provides faith filled instructions for Levels 1st through 8th. We
have classes on two Saturdays a month from 8:45am to 1lam.
Special instructions for sacramental preparations.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children: This is an extended
formation process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults or bap-
tized Christians of other faith traditions who wish to become
members of the Catholic Church, as well as for unbaptized or
uncatechized school-aged children. Please contact the parish of-
fice for more information. Initiation is celebrated at the Easter
Vigil after a formation period of one or two years.

Adult Confirmation: This is a program for persons over the age
of 18 who have received the Sacraments of Baptism and First
Eucharist, but who never completed their initiation with the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. The program is a 10-12 week program,
with Confirmation being celebrated on the Solemnity of Pente-
cost. Please call the parish office for more details.

Matrimony: Couples wishing to marry in Good Shepherd Parish
must be registered members of our parish. They are required to
make initial arrangements at least one year in advance. Four ses-
sions with the priest or deacon, as well as Pre-Cana or Engaged
Encounter take place during this year. Active worship for at least
two months are required before a date may be scheduled.

Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to
come to church for a length of time should contact the parish of-
fice to arrange for the Anointing of the Sick. Eucharistic Ministers
bring Holy Communion to homebound parishioners every Sun-
day, and our priest will visit on the First Friday of each month.
Please call the parish office to make arrangements. The Diocese
of Metuchen provides Catholic priests to serve at all local hospi-
tals.

Holy Orders: If you are interested in learning more about the
priesthood or religious life, contact the Vocations Office of the
Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-1990, ext. 1700 or by email at
vocations@diometuchen.org or visit www.diometuchen.org/
vocations.

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

FINANCIAL CORNER

Collection Report 12/22/2019

Offertory $.00

Religious Education $.00

MONTHLY OPERATING
INCOME & EXPENSE OCTOBER 2019

Collection Income $ 22,691.00
Other Income $ 11,647.00
Total Income $ 34,338.00
Expenses $ 32,702.00
Month's Income/(Deficit) $ 1,636.00
Year-to-Date (Jul '18 —October ‘19)

Income/(Deficit) $ (30.958.00)
Outstanding Diocesan Debt $ 98.267.00

BiglloneylRaftle

Ticket Sales as of : 12/10/2019
$1,100.00

Amount needed to reach our goal: $23,900.00

The profit from our 2019 Big Money Raffle will be going directly to offset the
cost of refurbishing our Sacristy & two bathrooms in our church. This is a
major project which will take the cooperation and financial support of every
parishioner.

Please make your best effort to purchase, or sell the raffle book sent to you. If
you have not received your raffle book, or need additional books, call the Par-
ish Office. Use the self addressed envelope to mail in your returns, or place
them in the collection basket, or drop it off at the Parish Office.

Join us for the drawing on 2/22/2020 at 7PM
International Night Pot Luck Dinner Msgr. Gambino Hall

ORGANIZATIONS
NAME DAY TIME
Girl Scouts 1st & 3rd Thursday 5:30 PM
Holy Name Society 2nd Thursday 7:00PM
Ladies Guild 2nd Tuesday 7:00 PM
Rosary Altar Society 2nd Sunday 9:30 AM
Tuesday Seniors 2nd & 4th Tues. 12:30 PM
Wednesday Seniors 1st & 3rd Wed. 12:30 PM

If you are interested in any of our above organizations/ministries,
please contact the Parish Office for more information.

MINISTRIES
NAME CONTACT PHONE
Chairperson-Finance Council Marty Joyce 732-826-4859
Music Ministry Parish Office 732-826-4859
Religious Education Maria C. Arcelay 732-826-4859




Fr. Krystian

My dear Friends,

I’'m really amazed how fully and deeply we Catholics celebrate Christmas. In addition to our Advent weeks of preparation and antic-
ipation, when we actually get to Christmas itself, we unpack the true significance of the Birth of Jesus in profound ways, beginning
the following day.

On the 26th, we celebrate the feast of the martyrdom of St. Steven, the first martyr. Golly, following Jesus is serious business! On
the 27th, we celebrate St. John, the author of the fourth Gospel, and the one who so elegantly described Jesus as the WORD that be-
came flesh and dwelt among us. On the 28th, we honor the Holy Innocents — all those infants King Herod put to death in his efforts
to maintain power when he heard about Jesus’ birth.

Last weekend, we celebrated the Feast of the Holy Family, and this weekend is the Epiphany — all continuing to delve deeply into
the reality and significance of Jesus Christ.

Epiphany means literally “to show” or “to reveal”. The visit of the Magi reveal that the infant Jesus was truly the newborn King, the
long-awaited Savior of all. Remember, the Magi were not Jewish, but were wisdom seekers from the East — and it was they who
recognized in Jesus as the Christ.

Pope Francis wrote so clearly that everything we do as a religion is about revealing Jesus to our world, and assisting each person
coming to know him personally:

“Jesus is the fresh living water for which we thirst more than for anything else, which he alone can give and nothing else can re-
place; we lead all to see Him, perfect happiness, when nothing else can satisfy, we lead all to realize their most secret dreams, which
no worldly power or pleasure can promise to fulfill!””

May this New Year 2020 draw each of us into an ever deeper relationship with Jesus, embracing of his vision for human existence!

Over two months ago on October 20, Fr. Jakub Debicki my good friend working as a missionary priest in Ukraine, brought from
Abp. Mieczystaw Mokrzycki (Lviv) who was a private secretary of JPII for many years, to our parish a first class relic of John Paul
II. After all Masses we venerated it and many of you had an opportunity to receive a blessing and kissed it. After this celebration the
relic waited for special case “reliquary” to be placed inside. Finally we got it!!!

It was custom made, and shipped from Ukraine. Many of you asked me where it will remain? Temporary it will stay in our Chapel
inside the Rectory until it will be displayed permanently in the Church on the wall together with the Chasuble whom JPII wore once
when he celebrated Mass during his visit . We are so grateful having these two signs of the Holy Pope among us. This relic will be
available for private prayers . Visit the Chapel any time during our office business hours Monday thru Friday 9am to 4pm. Please
take advantage of this unique presence of JPII among us. I’'m so grateful to Catherine and Anthony Paone for their generosity and
support getting this relic & Chasuble to our Parish Community.

Fr. Krystian

For the month of January pray for our brave soldiers &
their families, those in nursing homes, and the sick and
homebound of our Parish family, especially:

Carlos Bendrell, Marie Burke, Andrea Costantino, Noah Dahlberg,
Carolyn Duane, Pat Dunn, Chuck F., Victor & Melissa Ferrer, Tommy
Fitzpatrick, Joseph Frisbe, Mike Gaffney, Carol George, Richard Hajzer,
Mary Harper, Nancy Hunt, Tommy Jones, Bill Karvalis, Arleen Kopin,
Judy Liik, Rose Langan, Megan Ortega, Carol Magyar, JoAnn Magyar,
Raymond Magyar, Ellen Malopolski, Maryanne Mateuszczyk,
Connie & Vince Montuoro, Fr. John Morley, Lynn Munoz, Mary Murray,
Grace Orlando, Teresa P., Catherine Paone, Christopher Paone,
Danny Parker, Dianne Petro-Duncan, Julia Possert, Caroline Pry,
Stephen Pry, Ann Rapetti, Greg Rohrbacher, Paul Sheena, Jack Stacey,
Maryann Suhay, Telofski Family, Dave & Louise Utter, Elsie Vega,
Maryann Whalen & Bernard Yaros

With respect to personal privacy only requests made by immediate family
members will be taken. If you would like to add or continue to keep a name on our
list: call the parish office at 732-826-4859 or email goodshepherd20@verizon.net.
Please keep in mind that we pray for all the sick every day in the general
intercessions of the Mass.




MINISTER SCHEDULE

LECTOR
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 1TH
Brenda Rinaldi
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12TH
Ivanna Marrero
Christine Greges

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 1TH
J. Blockus, G. Conrady, S. Gulyas, P. Hardish
& S. Petrick
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12TH
D. Cherubini, Deacon Sam Costantino,
C. Duane, M. Joyce & L. Loso
Deacon Mickey & Colleen Coppola, Ken
& Jeanette Gonzales Esq. P. Petrovski

ALTAR SERVERS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1 1TH
A. Gulyas, K. Petrick, Giannalise & Giselle
Rodriguez
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12TH
L. Duane, J. Rodriguez, J. Sierra, M, Yactayo
J. Jurado, Joshua & Joseph Polanco, J. Sierra

4:30PM

8:30AM
11:00AM

4:30PM

8:30AM

11:00AM

4:30PM

8:30AM
11:00AM

PRAY FOR THEM
Please pray that our deceased loved ones
Antoinette Acciani & Assunta Vargo
may know the joy and peace of eternal life.
Pray that their families may be comforted.

D e

SANCTUARY CANDLE
In Memory of
Rose & Joe Mastroeni
Req Linda & Manny

BREAD & WINE
In Memory of
Larry White
Req Maria Gianfrancesco & family

R R R .. ' R R R - - .

Votive Sanctuary Candles
If you would like to light a Votive Sanctuary
candle, please see an usher before or after any

/] Mass. Our suggested donation is $3 each.

i et Please remember to extinguish your wooden dowel
before leaving the candle area. Fires can easily start.

MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, January 6 :
Christmas Weekday
Continued Health & Well Being for Rose Foley
Req Carolyn & Lily Duane
TUESDAY, January 7 :
Christmas Weekday
Helen Egan
Req Estate

WEDNESDAY, January 8 :
Christmas Weekday

Intentions of the Good Shepherd Parishioners

THURSDAY, January 9 :
Christmas Weekday

7:00PM

8:00AM

8:00AM

8:00AM  Mary & Norma Collura
Req Maryanne & Robert Mateuszczyk
FRIDAY, January 10 :
Christmas Weekday
Catherine & Louis Paone
Req Stella
SATURDAY, January 11 :

The Vigil of the Baptism of the Lord
Gloria Palmer
Req Rose Jennetty & Pauline Biondo
SUNDAY, January 12 :
The Baptism of the Lord
Jonathan Signorile
Req Good Shepherd Rosary Altar Society
11:00AM  Angelina Coles

8:00AM

4:30PM

8:30AM

Req Denise & Paul Petrovski

Holy Water Bottles

We currently have holy water bottles available
for a small donation. Please contact the Parish
Office 732-826-4859.

The Good Shepherd Parish
2020 Mass Intention Book

IS OPEN FOR REQUESTS

Due to our Parish size and limited Masses, all registered Parish
families are allowed 2 weekend and 2 daily Masses.
Remembrance for candles, bread & wine & flowers are also available.
Donations are as follows:

Masses $10.00

Blessed Mother Flowers $20.00
Altar Flowers $40.00 each

Bread & Wine $20.00
Sanctuary Candle $15.00

Our Good Shepherd
ROSARY PROGRAM

In the three week period ending December 22nd,
we said 168, totaling 5,469 Rosaries.
Keep going!!!

Drop the tally sheet in the collection basket the weekend of January
12, 2020. No names are necessary. Every Rosary recorded will be
counted and published in the next week’s bulletin. Hopefully, our
program will grow as everyone will be encouraged and reminded to
pray the Rosary.

There's no better way to say “YES” to the Blessed Mother.
For more information visit parishprojects.com




¢ Feeding the Homeless

Monday, January 13th
The Confirmation Candidates deliver and
WY $9%&rve food to the homeless. We could Use your help
by: volunteering, or with a monetary donation, or even a
simple meal. Please call Mildred at (732)910-1277.
Thank you in advance.

ORGANIZATIONS

Everyone ts invited! New members are welcome!
Al meetings are feld in Msgr. Gambino Hall

Holy Name: Thursday, January 9th, at 7pm. Meetings are nor-

mally held once a month.

Ladies Guild: Tuesday, January 14th, at 7pm. Meetings are
normally held once a month.

Rosary Altar Society: Sunday, January 12th, at 9:30am.
Meetings are normally held once a month.

Girl Scouts: Thursday, January 16th, at 5:30pm. Meetings are
held twice a month.

Tuesday Seniors: Tuesday, January 14th at 12:30pm.
Meetings are held twice a month.

Wednesday Seniors: Wednesday, January 15th, at
12:30pm. Meetings are held twice a month.

TRIPS S

Please join us!!
All bus trips begin in our parking lot behind )
Most Holy Rosary Church. QS >

“Wind Creek Casino” - Bethlehem, PA
Bus Leave 10am, on Thursday January 9th
Cost $30.00, receive $25.00 in play. Please Connie 732-442-4978
or Ronnie 732-442-5252.

TRAVEL CLUB
Shows for 2020-21

“Queen Esther” Sight & Sound, — Lancaster, PA
Bus leaves church parking lot at 10am,
Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 3pm, Cost: $165.00 (Age 13+)
$75.00 deposit is required, deadline Monday, December 16th.

“Comp any” Jacobs Theatre, - NYC
Bus leaves church parking lot at 11:30am,
Sunday, June 14, 2020 at 3pm, Cost: $225.00 (Age 13+)
$100.00 deposit is required, deadline Thursday, January 30th.

Please call Phyllis Edwards (732)442-0843 or Marie Acciani
(732) 442-6916 for reservations or information. Appropriate deposit
is required, Call as soon as possible as tickets are limited.

Please help support
Catholic Charities.

We need gently used
Clothing , Bedding, Shoes, Small
Household Items.

Have a clothing donation too big to fit in the box? Just call
our toll free number to arrange a free pick up at your home:
1-877-343-3651
Drop box is located in our Parish parking lot near the
Florida Grove Rd. entrance way.

(Proceeds benefit the Food Pantry)

De-Decorating

mwr  of our Church ~
Thursday, January 9th at 10: OOam'

We will be removing wreaths and trees. We would certainly
appreciate anyone who can volunteer their time.

Thank you in advance!!

Memorial Tree Ornaments

We thank you for allowing us the
opportunity to remember your loved
ones by Memorializing them on our
Memorial Tree. We ask that you
please take your loved one’s orna-
ment home with you by this weekend
of January 4th/5th. We will be de-
decorating our church on the Thurs-
day, January 9th. Any remaining
ornaments will be cared for at the
Parish Office. Thank you!

You’re invited to a Mass
followed by

PRAYERS FOR HEALING at

Our Lady of Victories - Sayerville

Monday, January 13th, ¢pm
For information, call Marilyn 732-991-7379
Celebrant will be Rev. John F. Campoli, 1.V. Dei, Director of His Love

Ministries. Individual healing prayers will be given following Mass. All
are welcome. For information, or www.frjohncampoli.com

11 Day Classic

Austria & Germany

September 22-October 2, 2020

Visiting Heidelberg, Rhine Valley,
Innsbruck, Salzburg, Vienna,

(
\&
Munich & Rothenburg

If you have an interest in joining us on this trip we recommend
that you contact us ASAP! Our Travel company has advised us
that tickets to the Passion Play are limited and selling at a very
fast rate.

Hosted by the Good Shepherd Parish Travel Club,
with Fr. Michael Krull,
featuring the “Passion Play of Oberammergau”.

$3979 PER PERSON FROM NEWARK

For a brochure, Please contact:
Phyllis Edwards 732-442-0843 / pwedwards64@aol.com
Marie Acciani 732-442-442-6916 / mgacciani@gmail.com

BRINGING UP GIFTS AT MASS

If you requested a Mass intention and are interested in
bringing up the gifts at that requested Mass, please be sure
to let one of our ushers know before the beginning of Mass.




Rleozous Erlumtmn to Kmdmgm teners
beginning the September 2020-21 school year.

Please check back here for more information.

If your school aged child has not received any Sacraments and is be-
tween grade levels 1-9th, or your family is new to our Parish and you
would like information on how to continue your child’s Religious Educa-
tion, please call the Parish Office 732-826-4859.

Children registered in our program are required to attend all special
sessions (additional classes) in preparation of First Communion &
Confirmation.

This includes all 8th level registered Catholic School students.

L) 4 @

Support Perth Amboy

<O* TORS) .
Aiepucarion]] Catholic
Box Tops for Education has helped Ameri-

ca’s schools earn over $475 million since 1996. You can help
Perth Amboy Catholic earn cash for the school by clipping
Box Tops coupons from hundreds of participating products.
Please place your collected coupon donations in the container
provided. This is an on-going collection.

“Please respect the Sacred Silence”

24 Hour Prayer Line

e

DAE}} Our Diocesan Office for Persons with Dis-
W% abilities has a 24-hour prayer line for
.......... - those who desire special prayers. If you,
a family member or friend would like to be remem-
bered in prayer by our Apostles of Prayer for any
special reason including a temporary or permanent
illness or disability, please call us and leave a de-
tailed message at 732-765-6431 or email: catho-
licswithdisabilities@gmail.com.

More Resources for Persons
with Disabilities

Our Diocesan Office for Persons with Disabilities
has a Facebook page that provides daily updates
with short inspirational reflections for people with
disabilities, family members and care givers. The
site also includes several resources for those with
physical, emotional, cognitive, visual, auditory and
other special challenges. To access our Facebook
page type the following into your search engine:
Diocese of Metuchen Office for Persons with Disa-
bilities

RCIA - Adult Religious Education

If you are an adult over 18 years of age who has not received
the Sacrament of Baptism, First Communion or Confirmation,
please contact our Parish Office for more information regarding next
year’s classes. Registration for 2019-20 is now closed.

Our 5th session will be held on Tuesday, January 7th at 7pm.
We hope to see you then!

INTERESTED IN
A BECOMING
CATHOLIC?

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS

IS THE LIGHT BRIGHT ENOUGH?

Today we celebrate the feast of Epiphany, the manifestation of
Christ to all people. Do you, or does someone you know, have
questions about Jesus, God, or the Catholic Church? Is there a
desire to know how Jesus, the light, can lead us out of dark-
ness? Sessions exploring these and other faith issues in rela-
tion to our Catholic belief are held every Monday evening,
7:30 pm — 8:30 pm. To come to a session does not require a
commitment to belong to the Catholic Faith Family — just -
Come and See (or bring someone you know who might be
searching.) For more information, call or Parish Office at 732-
826-4859.

Do You Need Help?

Please let one of the ushers know if you are unable to walk up
at Communion time. A Eucharistic Minister will gladly bring
Communion to you.

Intercessory prayer is the act of praying on behalf of others. All
Christians are called to be Intercessory. All Christians have
the Holy Spirit in their hearts and, just as Christ intercedes for
us in accordance with God’s will (Romans 8:26-27), we are to
intercede for one another. Nothing is too small to request from
our Lord, Jesus. Nothing is insignificant to him.

At the Good Shepherd Parish our Children have em-
barked on a mission of Intercessory Prayer by pray-
ing nightly at 9:00 pm. We have been conducting classes
on Intercessory prayers so that our youth are prepared to be
Intercessors. Weekly they are presented with the prayer re-
quests from parishioners. We pray and then they go forth with
their mission work.

Some of the benefits of the Intercessory Prayers:

e [tincreases God’s Protection.

e |t strengthens us to do what God is calling us to do.

e |t removes feelings of aloneness.

e |t builds our relationship with God and increases our faith.

If you wish to join or be added to the prayer list, please contact
Mrs. Mildred Padilla-Morales at 732-738-3909.




St. Joseph's Nursing Home in Woodbridge is in need of volun-
teers to make a difference in the lives of our senior residents. If
you are able to offer your time and talents, please come and spend
time with them. Just talking and being with the residents or doing
simple crafts with them will brighten their days. We are especial-
ly seeking ladies young at heart from Monday to Saturdays
around 9:30 a.m. until 3:45pm. Please come even for a few
hours whatever is convenient for you. If you can help us, please
call the Activity Department of St. Joseph’s Nursing Home:
(732) 750- 0077 You can make a difference!

God bless you and thank you!

Join us for
Hospi’cali’cy Sunday

Jom us this Sunday, January 5th
1d first Sunday of the month)
3 hegplt&hty, faith fellowship, light

e Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage?

e Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse?

e Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut
down?

e Have you thought about separation or divorce?

e Does talking about it only make it worse?

...Retrouvaille is a Lifeline to Help Couples Heal
and Renew their Marriages. The program consists
of a weekend experience for married couples (no
group discussions) with six follow-up sessions.

UPCOMING WEEKEND: February 21-23, 2020
For Information and to Register :
Call Rich Colasuonno: 732-236-0671
Or Annette Colasuonno: 732-672-0748
or email 3024(@retrouvaille.org

Bereavement Support Program
St. Thomas the Apostle, Old Bridge

A bereavement support program of five meetings will
begin on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 7:00 P.M at St
Thomas the Apostle in Old Bridge (parish room in the
Parish Hal). The meetings will continue on Tuesdays,
January 21, February 11 and 25, and March 10. The pro-
gram is offered as a support for all persons who have
recently lost a loved one and are struggling with the
mourning process. Registration is required. No walk-ins.
For more information, please call Deacon Pat at 732-251-
4000 ext. 8218

GOING ON VACATION

and you don’t want to miss Mass? Log on to www.masstimes.org
for a local Catholic Church in the area you are visiting.

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh." (Matthew 2:11)

The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus
and opening their treasure chests for Him is an image
that we should all try to follow each day. In gratitude for
all that we have been given, we are called to generously
share all of our gifts, not just the ones we pick and
choose. God wants us to be generous with everything,
but especially that one thing that means the most to you.

4&0@0&5

For 30 years Life Choices Resource Center has been faithfully
serving mothers and families who are faced with difficult or
unplanned pregnancies. Since 1985 we’ve helped thousands of
women choose life for their babies by providing them with
practical, emotional, spiritual and material support. We’re here
to help.

Life Choices

Resource Center
503 Main Street
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840

(732) 516-0822
LifeChoices@Optonline.net

Our Free & Confidential Services Include:

Pregnancy tests

Ultrasound Confirmation by licensed technicians & nurses
MOBILE ULTRASOUND UNIT

24/7 Help Line and 24/7 Text Line

Referrals for Housing, Medical & Community Support
Adoption Referrals & Information

STD Screening & Education

Abortion Recovery & Healing Support

Material Aid (cribs, strollers, car seats, diapers & clothing)
Education on Pregnancy & Prenatal Development

Education on Abortion Methods and Risks
A Hand of Hope & Friendship

EVERY LIFE, )
A PRECIOUS GIFT
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