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THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/CONFESSION: 
Monday - Friday 8:30am –8:50am.  First Friday at 6:30pm 

Saturday at 4:00pm –4:30pm 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Call the Rectory for sick calls at any time in emergency.    
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious 
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973-497-4365. 
 
FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM 
Sunday—Grades K through 7 meet 10:30 am-12:00 noon 
Monday—Grades 1, 2, 3 & 4 meet 3:15-3:45 p.m. 

WELCOME 
 

To the Parish Family of 
St John’s in Leonia 

Founded in 1912 
 

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
 

Mass Schedule  
  

 Saturday: ………….……………5:00pm 
 
 Sunday:……...7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am,          
                                                 and 6:00pm  
 
 Weekdays:………….....9:00am Mon-Sat 
 
SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 7:00pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions  
First Saturday: 9:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 
Novenas prayed after 9:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Jude and St. Anthony: Wednesday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 

Rosary: Recited Mon - Sat after 9:00am  Mass. 
Wednesday: Holy Hour with Adoration & Benediction 7:00pm  



 

 

 God's Accuracy  - Beautiful  
When GOD solves our problems, we have faith in HIS abilities;   
When GOD doesn't solve our problems HE has faith in our abilities.  
God's accuracy may be observed in the hatching of eggs. . . . . 
-those of the canary in 14 days;   -those of the barnyard hen in 21 days; 
-eggs of ducks and geese in 28 days;  -those of the mallard in 35 days; 
-The eggs of the parrot and the ostrich hatch in 42 days.    
(Notice, they are all divisible by seven, the number of days in a week!)  
God's wisdom is seen in the making of an elephant.     
The four legs of this great beast all bend forward in the same direction.    
No other quadruped is so made. God planned that this animal would have 
a huge body, too large to live on two legs.   For this reason He gave it four 
fulcrums so that it can rise from the ground easily.    
The horse rises from the ground on its two front legs first.   
A cow rises from the ground with its two hind legs first.    
How wise the Lord is in all His works of creation! 
-Each watermelon has an even number of stripes on the rind. 
-Each orange has an even number of segments. 
-Each ear of corn has an even number of rows. 
-Each stalk of wheat has an even number of grains. 
-Every bunch of bananas has on its lowest row an even number of bana-
nas, and each row decreases by one, so that one row has an even number 
and the next row an odd number. Amazing!  
-The waves of the sea roll in on shore twenty-six to the minute in all kinds 
of weather. 
-All grains are found in even numbers on the stalks.  
God has caused the flowers to blossom at certain specified times during 
the day. Linnaeus, the great botanist, once said that if he had a conserva-
tory containing the right kind of soil, moisture and temperature, he could 
tell the time of day or night by the flowers that were open and those that 
were closed! 
The lives of each of us may be ordered by the Lord in a beautiful way for 
His glory, if we will only entrust Him with Our life. If we try to regulate our   
own life, it will only be a mess and a failure.  
Only God, who made our brain and heart, can successfully guide them to a 
profitable end. 

 

THINK ABOUT IT 
“You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.  You cannot 
strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.  You cannot help the wage 
earner by pulling down the wage payer. You cannot further the brother-
hood of man by encouraging class hatred. You cannot help the poor by 
destroying the rich. You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than 
you earn.  You cannot build character and courage by taking away man’s 
initiative and independence. You cannot help men permanently by doing 
for them what they could and should do for themselves.”   
     William Boetcker German Clergyman 1873 - 1962  

 
 

How True! 
Don’t worry about what people think; they don’t do it very   
    often. 
My idea of homework is to sweep the room with a glance. 
It is easier to get forgiveness than permission . 
If you look like your passport picture, you need a vacation. 
Bills travel through the mail at twice the speed of checks. 
A balanced diet is a cookie in each hand. 
Middle age is when broadness of mind and narrowness of  
    waist change places. 
Opportunities always look bigger going than coming. 
By the time you can make ends meet, they move the ends. 
If you must choose between two evils, choose the one you  
    haven’t tried before.  

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Please PRAY in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the SICK of ST. 
JOHN PARISH may be restored to health and all those who ASSIST 
and CARE for the sick will be given the STRENGTH to continue 
GOD’S GOOD WILL: Nancy, Ed, Ben, David, Gio, Raul, Baby Declan, 
Connie Bizyk, Michael Brady, Maria Buljevic, Bruce Burke,  Corazon 
Canare, Steven Chang, Joseph Corbo, Valeria Czermak,  Janine 
DeCicco, Nestor DelPrado, Nelia DelValle, Jodi DeMichele, MaryEllen 
Diakakis, Carla Errico, Peggy Horan,  Lori Hulle, Peter Indiveri, Lori 
Lepore, Imee Macalindong, Mary McGrath, Lenny Moriarity, Alphon-
sus O’Farrell, Joe Perrin, Gloria Petti, Rebecca Piro, Aristedes 
Ramirez, Fr. Roy Regaspi, Margie Sagaral, Betsey Sileo, Nicholas 
Storms, Cris & Elly Valle, Ann Vaughan, Manuel Villarosa, Mary Wag-
nes and Jack Warren. 
 

Spiritual Excerpt 
“CHRIST'S CROSS” 

Did Jesus go on a mountaintop and yell, "I love you, I love you"? No, 
He got on a cross, stretched out His hands, was nailed to that cross, 
and said, "I thirst" (John 19:28). For what? Water? No. He thirsted for 
your love. Every cross we have brings us closer to the Lord because it   
detaches us. It's easy to have faith when times are good. It's in the 
cross that our faith is proven.  

Mother Angelica, Little Book of Life Lessons page 116. 
 
 

 
 

EWTN 
Did you know that there is a truly Catholic Television Station carried on 
cable TV?  Channel 285 (FIOS) or Channel 52 (Spectrum) is EWTN 
– Eternal Word Television Network.  It was started by a convent of 
Cloistered Nuns over twenty-five years ago. So if you are tired of the 
nonsense on regular TV, try channel 67 for a welcome change.  

 
 

 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Jesus tells us not to let our hearts be troubled because he has given 
us His peace; the peace that passes all understanding.  We also have 
the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us and our marriage.  For more     
information contact Mike and Janet Turco at 973-427-7016or 609-335-
6880 or email njwwme@peoplepc.com.  Military families, are you   
getting ready to  deploy?  Is your family trying to reconnect after     
deployment?  Marriage Encounter offers tools of communication that 
have kept many military marriages strong and happy through out the 
ups and downs of military service.  Contact your local chaplain or call 
973-427-7016 or 609-335- 6880 for more information. 
 

 

WHAT THE CATECHISM SAYS 
"In order that the full and living Gospel might always be        
preserved in the Church, the Apostles left Bishops as their    
successors. They gave them "their own position of teaching 
authority." Indeed, "the apostolic preaching, which is expressed 
in a special way in the inspired books, was to be preserved in a 
continuous line of succession until the end of time."   

The Catechism of the Catholic Church #77 
 

 

Think God can do better? Give Him a chance.  
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Join Us Live-Stream 
Due to health concerns in light of the Coronavirus Pandemic, Cardinal 
Tobin, Archbishop of Newark has dispensed the faithful of the Archdi-
ocese of Newark from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and has 
suspended the public celebration of Daily Mass until further notice.  Dur-
ing this time, St. John’s continues to Live Stream Sunday Mass at 
9:30am and 11:30am and Daily Mass at 9:00am.  Join us at Facebook 
Group LIVE MASS AT ST. JOHN.   You can also watch the recorded 
video approximately 1 hour later on YouTube at St. John the Evangelist 
Leonia. 

Government Man 

A  Department of Water official stopped and told an old farmer, “I 
must inspect your farm for your water allotment.”  The farmer 
said “OK, but don’t go in the field over there”.  The official ad-
vised that he could go anywhere he wanted, and he showed 

the farmer an official card to prove it.  The farmer nodded politely and 
went about his chores. Later, hearing screams, the farmer saw the Wa-
ter Rep. running for the fence with the farmer’s long horned bull close 
behind.  The Rep. was terrified. The farmer ran toward the fence shout-
ing, “Show him your card!  Show him your card!”  
 

How to Become a Saint  
It was Saint Peter who, after reflecting on this prophecy: “May another take 
his office.” (Psalm 109:8b), directed the approximately 120 brothers to nomi-
nate someone to take Judas’ place after he hanged himself after betraying 
Jesus. The only criterion was that the candidate had to have been with them 
throughout our Lord’s earthly ministry. They proposed two men: Joseph, 
called Barsabbas, also known as Justus, and Matthias; after praying they 
drew lots which they took as the sign God has chosen     Matthias. (The 
white smoke came centuries later; besides, this was not a papal election for 
Peter’s replacement) Before the 1960’s liturgical reforms of Vatican II, the 
Feast of Saint Matthias was February 24. It was moved to May 14. Why? 
The Acts of the Apostles (1:15-26) records how, after Christ’s Ascension, the 
Apostles and others gathered with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the Upper 
Room where they had eaten the Last Supper. This was the Church’s first 
novena, nine days of intense prayers, from the Ascension to the Coming of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.  The Feast of St. Matthias now often falls dur-
ing the time he was actually added to the college of Apostles! 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
MY FAMILY – MY PARISH – MY RESPONSIBILITY 

Did you ever notice that the price of a movie is now over $10, milk is   
almost $3 a gallon, and there is no longer such a thing as penny candy? 
The price of everything around us has increased, but has your weekly 
donation to the Church ever increased? That one dollar donation 
doesn't buy as much as it once did. As your expenses increase, so do 
those of the Church, but we rely on your generosity to meet our expens-
es. Please be generous. 
 

GOLFERS 
The first woman reputed to play the game of golf was the Catholic mon-
arch, Mary Queen of Scots.  In fact, the appellation “caddy”, for the 
golfer’s club carrying assistant, derives from this event.  In Scotland 
where the game was invented, men taking to the “links” for a round of 
golf had no need for anyone to carry their clubs.  But when her Majesty 
played, a young soldier or cadet was engaged for this chore. Mary was 
once queen of France and in French, cadet is pronounced “ka-day”.  
Thereafter, the one who carries the golfer’s clubs has been called a 
“caddy.”.  

St John’s Knights of  Columbus 
All men over 18 are invited to join the St. John’s Parish Knights of 
Columbus, the world’s largest men’s fraternal organization. For more 
information or to join, please contact  Mike Minetti at 201-370-2061. 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY 
O Prince of peace, we humbly ask Your protection for all our men and 
women in military service.  Give them unflinching courage to defend 
with honor, dignity and devotion, the rights of all who are imperiled by      
injustice and evil. Be their rock, their shield, and their stronghold and 
let them draw their strength from You. For You are God, for ever and 
ever. 

 
 
 

Cpl. Matt Brady                     Lt. Col. Christopher Caldwell, O.D. 
Maj. Michael A. Franson      Airman Matthew Gonzales 
Lt. Robert Lucieri, MD          Cmdr. Alexander McMahon 
Sgt. Joseph Gonzales  

  

relevant radiorelevant radio  
1430AM 

Listener Supported Talk Radio for Catholic Life 
 

Welcome Back to St. John’s Church!!! 

Church will be open for visiting from May 17, 2020 
Sunday from 7:30-9:00 a.m. and 12:30-2:00 p.m. 

& 
Monday – Saturday from 7:30–10:00 a.m. 

We ask that you please observe these regulations 
while visiting the church: 
1.  A limited number of people are allowed to visit at 
one time.  If a line forms outside church, please 
maintain 6 feet between each person. 
2.  The church will be open In accord with national, 
state and local health directives, those who show 
symptoms of COVID-19 or who have been exposed 
to an infected person are not permitted to enter the 
church for 14 days. 
3. Face masks must be worn while visiting the 

church. 
4. Individuals and families must maintain social dis-

tancing (6 feet) between each person while in 
the church. 

5. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available up-
on request.  Please see Fr. Bryan or Fr. Arlou. 

 
 

THE CAFETERIA 
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary 
school for lunch. At the head of the table was a large pile of apples. 
The nun made a note, and posted on the apple tray: "Take only ONE. 
God is watching." Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end 
of the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies.  A child had 
written a note, "Take all you want. God is watching the apples." 
 
 
 

"Abortion kills twice. It kills the body of the baby and it 
kills the conscience of the mother. Abortion is profoundly 

anti-women. Three quarters of its victims are women: 
Half the babies and all the mothers." 

~ Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta ~  
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LIFE  
As I was lying around, pondering the problems of the world, I realized 
that at my age I don't really give a hoot anymore.... If walking is good for 
your health, the postman would be immortal... .A whale swims all day, 
only eats fish, drinks water, but is still fat... .A rabbit runs and hops and 
only lives 15 years, while.. A tortoise doesn't run and does mostly noth-
ing, yet it lives for 150  years. And you tell me to exercise?? I don't think 
so. Just grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked, the good 
fortune to remember the ones I do, and the eyesight to tell the differ-
ence. 
 
Now that I'm older here's what I've discovered:  

1. I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it. 
2. My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and all-bran. 
3. I finally got my head together, and now my body is falling apart. 
4. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded. 
5. Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded. 
6. If all is not lost, then where the heck is it ? 
7. It was a whole lot easier to get older, than to get wiser. 
8. Some days, you're the top dog; some days you're the hydrant. 
9. I wish the buck really did stop here; I sure could use a few of them. 
10. Kids in the back seat cause accidents. 
11. It's hard to make a comeback when you haven't been anywhere. 
12. The world only beats a path to your door when you're in the           

   bathroom. 
13. If God wanted me to touch my toes, he'd have put them on my  
      knees. 
14. When I'm finally holding all the right cards, everyone wants to play  
      chess. 
15. It's not hard to meet expenses ... they're everywhere. 
16. The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth. 
17. These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter...I go  
   somewhere to get something, and then wonder what I'm "here after". 

 
 

THE TEST 

T his pretty much says it all.   An economics professor at Texas 
Tech said he had never failed a single student before, but      
had once failed an entire class. That class had insisted that 
socialism worked, and that no one would be poor and no one 

would be rich, a great equalizer. 
     The professor then said okay, we will have an experiment in this 
class on socialism.  All grades would be averaged, and everyone 
would receive the same grade so no one would fail and no one      
would receive an A.  After the first test the grades were averaged, and 
everyone got a B.  The students who studied hard were upset, and the 
students who studied little were happy.  But, as the second test rolled 
around, the students who studied little had studied even less, and the 
ones who studied hard decided they wanted a free ride too, so they 
studied little.  
     The second test average was a D. No one was happy.  When the 
third test rolled around, the average was an F. The scores never      
increased as bickering, blame, name-calling all resulted in hard     
feelings, and no one would study for the benefit of anyone else.         
All failed, to their great surprise, and the professor told them that    
socialism would also ultimately fail because when the reward is great, 
the effort to succeed is great; but when government takes all the     
reward away; no one will try or want  to succeed … Could it be put any      
simpler than that ...?  

MASS INTENTION           R  B  
SATURDAY, MAY 16, ST. JOHN NEPOMUCENE 
    5:00 PM MICHAEL COMEFORD. ............................ CATHY & JIM TREACY, SR. 
                  FLORENCE TURSO ................................................... LEMBO FAMILY 
SUNDAY, MAY 17, SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
    9:30 AM MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA 
                  TERRENCE MCMAHON. ................................ ROSEMARY MCMAHON 
  11:30 AM PETER GILLESPIE .................................................... BETTY ROESER 
                  ILHWAN CHOI  ...............................................................JULIA CHOI 
MONDAY, MAY 18, ST. JOHN I, POPE & MARTYR 
    9:00 AM  MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA 
TUESDAY, MAY 19, ST. CELESTINE V, POPE 
    9:00 AM JOSE DUNGCA ........................................... ROMY & DORA DUNGCA 
                 ELLEN KEOHANE ................................................... PATRICIA OATES 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, ST. BERNARDINE OF SIENA, PRIEST 
    9:00 AM ALEXANDER URDULA ...................................ROMY & DORA DUNCGA  
  EILEEN CUFF ................................. CATHY, JOE & CATILIN DOHENY 
THURSDAY, MAY 21, ST. CHRISTOPHER MAGALIANES, PRIEST & COMPANIONS,                   
   MARTYRS 
     9:00 AM BLESSINGS ON FR. BRYAN & FR. ARLOU ......... JOE & CAROL RILEY 
                  COVEILLO FAMILY 
FRIDAY, MAY 22, ST. RITA OF CASCIA, RELIGIOUS 
     9:00 AM JOSEPH MAMONE ..................................................... GRACE CUTRI 
                   JAMES MCBREEN ........................  CATHY, JOE & CATILIN DOHENY 
SATURDAY, MAY 23, ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE ROSSI 
      9:00 AM CUOMO FAMILY 
                    FRANK MOLINARI .................................................. BETTY ROESER 
      5:00 PM PAUL PALKA ......................................... RICH & CHARLENE PALKA 
SUNDAY, MAY 24, SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
      9:30 AM JOSEPH RILEY, SR. ................................................ MARY RAUSCH 
                    MARY & WILLIAM RAUSCH ..................................... MARY RAUSCH 
    11:30 AM JOSEPHINE TRAUTSCH ...................................... BETSY TRAUTSCH 
                   LUKE HORAN  .............................................. MARYELLEN DIAKAKIS 

 
 

Sanctuary Memorials 
The Altar Bread & Wine is in memory of Gene Lupetin 

requested by Elaine Lupetin 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns is in memory of Alexander Urdula 

requested by Romy & Dora Duncga 
The Altar Bread and Wine and the Sanctuary Lamp in the Church can be 
dedicated on a weekly basis.   The Sanctuary Lamp in the Rectory and the 
Convent can also be dedicated on a weekly basis. 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;  
 Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23;  
 Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension); otherwise  
 Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday: Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13-16; 
 Jn 17:1-11a; or (for Ascension) Acts 1:1-11;  
 Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 23; Mt 28:16-20           

 
Kids Korner Answers 

1. The Ascension  2. Jesus goes back to Heaven   3. Pentecost 
4. The Birthday of the Church    5. Pope Francis 
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Divorce & Remarriage 
Annulments & Declarations of Nullity 

There is much misinformation and confusion concerning 
Church teaching on divorce, annulment and remarriage. To be 
VALID, a marriage must be freely, truthfully entered into by 
two persons who know each other as best as possible and who 
intend to fulfill the ideals of marriage. When a bride or groom 
is CATHOLIC, the marriage MUST be performed in a CATH-
OLIC church, by a VALID CATHOLIC PRIEST or DEACON, 
according to the rites of the CATHOLIC CHURCH or with 
EXPLICIT PERMISSION elsewhere or by another officiant. 
 

Any marriage involving a Catholic that takes place in any other 
way may be INVALID. Such marriages can be 'validated' by a 
priest or deacon as long as there is no invalidating factor, like a 
previous valid marriage. Catholics in invalid marriages may not 
receive Eucharist or serve as godparents, but are NOT excom-
municated! 
  

To dissolve an invalid marriage the Church declares it NULL 
since it did not take place properly from the start; the fee for a 
Declaration of Nullity is $50.00 and takes about two weeks to 
process. Necessary documentation: a copy of the current mar-
riage license, a new copy of each Catholic's baptismal certifi-
cate, the proper form completed by a priest/ deacon, and fee. 
 

When a valid marriage ends in civil divorce, divorced or sepa-
rated Catholics MAY receive Holy Communion, serve as spon-
sors, etc. Their status only changes if they enter another mar-
riage before the previous marriage is officially declared NULL 
or is ANNULED.  
 

An annulment does NOT say the marriage never took place, 
which denies reality. An annulment rules a marriage non-
binding because it was not properly entered into: one or both 
parties were not free, truthful or lacked full awareness of self or 
the other; the ideals of marriages were not understood; etc. A 
marriage preformed by a valid priest or deacon [not a so-called 
'rent-a-priest' - usually a former priest who hires himself out for 
an exorbitant fee] or the marriage between two non-Catholics is 
presumed VALID and needs a CATHOLIC ANNULMENT to 
be dissolved. The fee for an annulment in this diocese is $500; 
financial difficulty will not stop the process, which usually 
takes at least one year. Please speak to a priest or deacon for 
more information or clarification. Every Catholic in a broken 
marriage is strongly urged to seek guidance on this important 
issue.  
 

For more info, speak to a priest or deacon or contact the archdi-
ocesan Marriage Tribunal at 973-497-4145 or the archdiocesan 
website, www.rcan.org. In Christian charity, please pass this 
info onto those who need the truth, who need the facts, but who 
do not need hearsay, misinformation or other well-intended, 
though often harmful, help. Strongly encourage those in these 
situations to contact a priest or deacon. 
 

KIDS KORNER 
What feast do we celebrate 40 days after Easter? 
What event in Jesus life does this feast celebrate? 
What feast do we celebrate 9 days after this? 
What event in the Church does this feast celebrate? 
Who is the visible leader of Jesus’ Church.  

Answers on page four 
 

In trying times, don’t quit trying!  

DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know the word Bedlam derives from the word Beth-
lehem?  Our English-speaking forefathers from across the ocean 
bequeathed to we Americans their peculiar linguistic talent of 
excessively shortening and contracting words.  Many common 
proper names (Austin for Augustine, Ralph for Raphael; Jeremy 
for Jeremiah, Toby for Tobias, etc.) and place names 
(Westminster for “West Monastery”, Leominster – pronounced 
Lem-in-ster for “St. Leo’s Monastery” etc.) are products of this 
English penchant for truncation.  Even “Goodbye” ranks with 
great Catholic parting words in other languages, being a contrac-
tion of “God be with ye.”  The origin of the word bedlam began 
in 1247, when an alderman of London, Simon FitzMary, donated 
a plot of land to the monks of St. Mary of Bethlehem to start a 
priory.  The monks started a hospital and a shelter for the poor of 
London, and by the 1500’s it had become a hospital for the men-
tally ill.  The entire goal of this hospital, the first in the world for 
the insane, was to bring them back to health.  Upon discharge, 
the city of London would give them a license to beg.  The Eng-
lish had abbreviated Bethlehem to Bedlam in the early 14th cen-
tury, so that the discharged of Bethlehem Hospital were called 
“Bedlemites” “Bedlemers” or “Bedlam Beggars.”  The word 
“bedlam” did not come to mean a row or noise until the 1600’s, 
when, during the Protestant “reformation”, the monks were driv-
en out of the hospital.  With no one to care for the patients, the 
hospital disintegrated into a noisy madhouse.  Horribly enough, 
the wealthy would come to this madhouse for entertainment, 
even paying a fee to get in.  In 1841, the hospital came under 
government control, returning it at least to the ideals of the 
founding monks.  Today, Bethlehem Hospital is not only the 
oldest but the best hospital of its kind in the world; half of its 
patients are released as cured every year.  

 
COMPENDIUM  

of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 

The Compendium is the shorter form of all the essential teach-
ings in a question and answer format suggesting memorization.  
In this weekly column we will select some of the questions and 
answers as they are listed in the Compendium followed by a still 
shorter form for memorization. 
 

Question:  Why does God permit evil? 
Faith gives us the certainty that God would not permit evil if He did not 

cause a good to come from that very evil. This was realized in a 
wondrous way by God in the death and resurrection of Christ. In 
face, from the greatest of all moral evils (the murder of his Son) he 
has brought forth the greatest of all goods (the glorification of 
Christ and our redemption). 

 

Question:  When does one commit a mortal sin? 
One commits a mortal sin when there are simultaneously present: grave 

matter, full knowledge, and deliberate consent.  
 

Question:  When does one commit a venial sin? 
One commits a venial sin, which is essentially different from a mortal sin 

when the matter involved is less serious. Venial sin does break the 
covenant with God, but it weakens charity and manifests a disor-
dered affection for created goods. It impedes the progress of a soul 
in the exercise of the virtues and in the practice of moral good. It 
merits temporal punishment which purifies.   

Memory –Which are the chief sources of sin? 
The chief sources of sin are seven: Pride, Covetousness, Lust, 
Anger, Gluttony, Envy and Sloth. 
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