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PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Please PRAY in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the 
SICK of ST. JOHN PARISH may be restored to health 
and all those who ASSIST and CARE for the sick will be 
given the STRENGTH to continue GOD’S GOOD WILL:  
Baby Cordelia, Baby Yosef, Maya, Sally Ariola, Dorothy 
Baniel, Michael Brady, Nita Castro, Anjelica Cola, Bruce  
& Arlene Connor, Valerie Czermak, Diane DeChristina, 
Tim DeDios, Mary Ellen Diakakis, Carla Errico, Peggy & 
Brendan Horan, Lori Hulle, Julia Huston, Joanne Kenne-
dy, Sr. Kathryn King, Ludwig Laban, Lori Lepore, Mary 
McGrath, Claudia Marino, Aida Mesina, Michael O’Con-
nor, Gloria Petti, Rebecca Piro, Betty Pisarek, Richard 
Samperi, Michael Santos, Neuman & Rosemary Santos, 
Elaine Sommer, Dioselina Stabile, Nicholas Storms, Tom 
Sullivan, Michael Tarricone, Anne Vaughan, Adam Vil-
lavecchia and Tim Zagacki. 
 
 

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY 
O Prince of peace, we humbly ask Your protection for all 
our men and women in military service.  Give them un-
flinching courage to defend with honor, dignity and devo-
tion, the rights of all who are imperiled by      injustice and 
evil. Be their rock, their shield, and their stronghold and 
let them draw their strength from You. For You are God, 
for ever and ever.   

       Cpl. Matt Brady 
       Lt. Col. Christopher Caldwell, O.D  
       Lt. Col Dennis Castro, USAF 
       Maj. Michael A. Franson       
       Sgt. Joseph Gonzales  
       Airman Matthew Gonzales 
       Lt. Robert Lucieri, MD 
       Cmdr. Alexander McMahon 
       Seaman E-3 Bethany Squires, US Coast Guard 

 
 

Please Join Us in Celebrating the Mass 
Join Us Live-Stream 

St. John’s is open for Daily Mass at 9:00 a.m., Saturday 
Vigil at 5:00 p.m., and Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 
11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  All are welcome!  Face masks 
must be worn and social distancing is required.  If you are 
not able to come or are concerned because you are at 
risk or ill, please join us at Facebook Group LIVE MASS 
AT ST. JOHN.   Due to health concerns in light of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, Cardinal Tobin, Archbishop of 
Newark has dispensed the faithful of the Archdiocese of 
Newark from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  Dur-
ing this time, St. John’s continues to Live Stream Sunday 
Mass at 9:30am and 11:30am and Daily Mass at 9:00am  
You can also watch the recorded video approximately 1 
hour later on YouTube at St. John the Evangelist Leonia. 
 

Baptism 
Please call the parish office if you would like your child to 
receive the Sacrament of Baptism.  Baptism preparation 
class is held the second Tuesday of each month.  Be-
cause of the current Covid-19 restrictions, Baptisms are 
private, not in a group setting.  Baptisms are held the 
fourth Sunday of the Month.  Please call the Rectory Of-
fice at 201-947-4545 for more information. 
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Saint John the Apostle’s Story 

 

It is God who calls; human beings answer. The vocation of John and his 
brother James is stated very simply in the Gospels, along with that of 
Peter and his brother Andrew: Jesus called them; they followed. The 
absoluteness of their response is indicated by the account. James and 
John “were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He 
called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father and 
followed him” (Matthew 4:21b-22). 
For the three former fishermen—Peter, James and John—that faith was 
to be rewarded by a special friendship with Jesus. They alone were privi-
leged to be present at the Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of 
Jairus and the agony in Gethsemane. But John’s friendship was even 
more special. Tradition assigns to him the Fourth Gospel, although most 
modern Scripture scholars think it unlikely that the apostle and the evan-
gelist are the same person. John’s own Gospel refers to him as “the 
disciple whom Jesus loved” (see John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2), the one who 
reclined next to Jesus at the Last Supper, and the one to whom Jesus 
gave the exquisite honor of caring for his mother, as John stood beneath 
the cross. “Woman, behold your son…. Behold, your mother” (John 
19:26b, 27b). 
Because of the depth of his Gospel, John is usually thought of as the 
eagle of theology, soaring in high regions that other writers did not enter. 
But the ever-frank Gospels reveal some very human traits. Jesus gave 
James and John the nickname, “sons of thunder.” While it is difficult to 
know exactly what this meant, a clue is given in two incidents. 
In the first, as Matthew tells it, their mother asked that they might sit in 
the places of honor in Jesus’ kingdom—one on his right hand, one on his 
left. When Jesus asked them if they could drink the cup he would drink 
and be baptized with his baptism of pain, they blithely answered, “We 
can!” Jesus said that they would indeed share his cup, but that sitting at 
his right hand was not his to give. It was for those to whom it had been 
reserved by the Father. The other apostles were indignant at the mistak-
en ambition of the brothers, and Jesus took the occasion to teach them 
the true nature of authority: “…[W]hoever wishes to be first among you 
shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to be served 
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:27-28). 
On another occasion, the “sons of thunder” asked Jesus if they should 
not call down fire from heaven upon the inhospitable Samaritans, who 
would not welcome Jesus because he was on his way to Jerusalem. But 
Jesus “turned and rebuked them” (see Luke 9:51-55). 
On the first Easter, Mary Magdalene “ran and went to Simon Peter and to 
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, ‘They have taken 
the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him’” (John 
20:2). John recalls, perhaps with a smile, that he and Peter ran side by 
side, but then “the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the 
tomb first” (John 20:4b). He did not enter, but waited for Peter and let him 
go in first. “Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived 
at the tomb first, and he saw and believed” (John 20:8). 
John was with Peter when the first great miracle after the Resurrection 
took place—the cure of the man crippled from birth—which led to their 
spending the night in jail together. The mysterious experience of the 
Resurrection is perhaps best contained in the words of Acts: “Observing 
the boldness of Peter and John and perceiving them to be uneducated, 
ordinary men, they [the questioners] were amazed, and they recognized 
them as the companions of Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 
The Apostle John is traditionally considered the author also of three New 
Testament letters and the Book of Revelation. His Gospel is a very per-
sonal account. He sees the glorious and divine Jesus already in the inci-
dents of his mortal life. At the Last Supper, John’s Jesus speaks as if he 
were already in heaven. John’s is the Gospel of Jesus’ glory. 
Franciscan Media Saint of the Day 



              READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;  
 Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28  
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
 

Thank You! 
To our Choir and the musicians who provided the beauti-
ful Christmas hymns at Mass, to those who cleaned the 
church and arranged the flowers and decorated the 
Church.  And a special thank you to the Ministry of Hospi-
tality for all their help at Christmas and during this Pan-
demic year!   

 

Out with the old….. 
to help others…. 

 
In Luke’s Gospel we read, “Whoever has two cloaks should 
share with the person who has none.”  Perhaps you received 
new clothing for Christmas.  Why not donate your old clothing 
and other needed items to Catholic Charities? The donation bin 
is readily accessible on the Church’s grounds.  
 

QUESTION? 
Just before the reading of the Gospel at Mass, the 
priest touches his head, his mouth, and his breast. 
Most of the people do it at the same time.  What does 
this mean? The priest and people are (or should be) 
making a small sign of the cross on their forehead, their 
lips, and breast. The action is a prayer that the Good 
News of the Lord, which they are about to hear, may be 
always in their minds, on their lips and in their hearts. 
 

Though God hates sin more than any other thing, He 
loves us poor miserable sinners. He ardently desires the 
welfare of our souls as if His own happiness depends on  
“it.”                     ~Saint John Neumann 
 

ShopRite Cards  
When you purchase a $25, $50, or $100 ShopRite/Acme 
card at the church you receive the full value of the card 
you purchased.  ShopRite/Acme donates back to St. 
John’s 5% of what we sell.  Please note: Shop Rite cards 
are good at all ShopRite stores nationwide and Acme 
cards are valid at all Acme stores nationwide.   

    TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
 

In the last century, a few new feasts were blended into the 
Church year, including today’s. After World War I, the chaos of 
daily life in Europe made its impact felt on the family structure. 
Partly to offer Christians an image of hope and holiness in mar-
ried family life, and also to promote the welfare of children, 
today’s feast was “invented” in 1921. In 1969, it became a feast 
of Christmas. 
The prayers today remind us not only of family life, but of life 
in the community of faith. We ponder the mystery of a God 
who loves us dearly enough to embrace the struggles, joys, and 
daily sorrows of family life. The message of Christmas shines 
through: God-with-us is available to us in the ordinary patterns 
of our lives and commitments. The lives of people who raise 
their children in difficult circumstances, and of people who 
remain faithful to life in the Church in spite of some of their 
own family struggles, occupy a special place in our hearts today 
in prayer.  —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

The Solemnity of Mary,  
the Holy Mother of God 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Friday, January 1st is the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  
Mary has been honored as the 
Mother of God since the early cen-
turies of the church. As we remem-
ber her during the Christmas sea-
son on January 1, this celebration 
reminds us that Jesus was divine 
from his very conception. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 
HOLY HOUR at St John’s 

Every Wednesday at 7PM we have a Holy Hour with 
Recitation of the Rosary, Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Prayers and Quiet Time.  Stop by and make a visit 
to our Eucharistic Lord. 
 

WE ARE GOD’S HOLY FAMILY 
The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories of bar-
ren couples who were miraculously granted the gift of chil-
dren by God. Surely the best known among these is the 
first reading from today, from which Luke took inspiration 
when he recounted the miraculous birth of John the Baptist 
to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more miraculous birth 
of Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each instance, we are 
given examples or role models of those who trusted in 
God. More than examples of those who trust, they are 
models of self-surrender. They abandoned their own pre-
suppositions and prejudices about the workings of the 
world and turned their lives over to belief in a God who can 
make life grow where none ought to; a God who can turn 
death around into a new and unimagined life; a God who 
can, today, take a tiny child of humble parents in an insig-
nificant town and make him into a light for all the world. 
This is what we, as God’s holy family, are called to do each 
day: to trust not in ourselves and the way we think things 
should be, but to open ourselves and surrender ourselves 
in faith to a God of endless promise.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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HANDBOOK 2021 
Health:  
Drink plenty of water.  
Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like a prince and dinner 
like a beggar.  
Eat more foods that grow on trees and plants and eat  less 
food that is manufactured in plants.  
Live with the 3 E's -- Energy, Enthusiasm, and Empathy.  
Make time to pray.  
Play more games.  
Read more books than you did in 2020.  
Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day.  
Sleep for 7 hours. 
Take a 10-30 minutes walk every day. And while you walk, 
smile.  
Personality:  
Don't compare your life to others'. You have no idea what 
their journey is all about.  
Don't have negative thoughts or things you cannot con-
trol.  Instead invest your energy in the positive present 
moment.  
Don't over do. 
Keep your limits.  
Don't take yourself so seriously.  No one else does.  
Don't waste your precious energy on gossip.  
Dream more while you are awake.  
Envy is a waste of time.  You already have all you need.  
Forget issues of the past.   Don't remind your partner with 
his/her  
mistakes of the past. That will ruin your present happi-
ness.  
Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. Don't hate 
others.  
Make peace with your past so it won't spoil the present.  
No one is in charge of your happiness except you.  
Realize that life is a school and you are here to learn. 
Problems are simply part of the curriculum that appear 
and fade away like  algebra class but the lessons you learn 
will last a lifetime.  
Smile and laugh more.  
You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.  
Society:  
Call your family often.  
Each day give something good to others.  
Forgive everyone for everything.  
Spend time with people over the age of 70 & under the age 
of 6.  
Try to make at least three people smile each day.  
What other people think of you is none of your business.  
Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your 
friends will.   Stay in touch.  
Life:  
Do the right thing! 
Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful. 
However good or bad a situation is, it will change.    
No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up.  
The best is yet to come. 
 

OPINIONS 
On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his teach-
er a note from his mother.  The note read, “The opinions 
expressed by this child are not necessarily those of his 
parents…” 

MASS INTENTION           R  B  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 
     5:00 PM DANIELLE LEMBO & FLORENCE TURSO ............. DIANE LEMBO 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH       
     7:30 AM JOSEPHINE LANZA .................................... DR. FRANK LANZA 
     9:30 AM BERNICE KENNELLY ................. ELAINE, JIM & JAMES MCKEE 
   11:30 AM CATHERINE LEAP ......................... MCCARTNEY-LEAP FAMILY 
     6:00 PM MARY LORENZO .............................. EVELYN & CARL SUITER 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS 
    9:00 AM OLGA ROZICH ........................................... THE DUKE FAMILY 
                  FRANK ARMETTA ............................................ KAREN FRIEND 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, ST.THOMAS BECKETT, BISHOP & MARTYR 
    9:00 AM THERESA KIM. ................................................ ELIZABETH KIM 
                  RENEE ESPENSILLA ............................ NANCY & ED VENTURA 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30, ST. SABINUS 
    9:00 AM  ALFONSO OCHOA & AGRIPINA ESPINOSA 
                       ............................. DAUGHTERS-BLANCA & LUZ ESPINOSA 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, ST. SYLVESTER I, POPE 
    9:00 AM FILOMENA R. TANCIO ................................. VICTORIA TANCIO 
    5:00 PM GINI BATTLE ................................... BRIDGET & BRIAN BURKE 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 
     7:30 AM  JOE HUNTER .................................. SEAN O’NEILL & FAMILY 
     6:00 PM  CHRISTOPHER FARULLA .................... HIS MOTHER & SISTER   
SATURDAY, JANUARY 2 
       9:00 AM JOSEPH JAMES RILEY SR. ................... CAROL & JOE RILEY 
                     JOHN TALAMO (LIVING) ............................ MICHELE TALAMO 
       5:00 PM JAMES TREACY JR. ....................... JEAN & PAT DEMICHELE 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 
      7:30 AM MARYANN TIZZIO ................................ THE WINTER FAMILY 
       9:30 AM ANTHONY CIRILLO SR ..................................... LISA CIRILLO 
    11:30 AM HELEN LUCIVERO ............................ RITA & JOHN LORENZO 
       6:00 PM MARY MCMULLEN ......................... SEAN O’NEILL & FAMILY 

 
 

Sanctuary Memorials 
The Altar Bread & Wine is in memory of  

Vincent Comiskey 
requested by Julie & Jim Diemer 

The Sanctuary Lamp is in memory of 
Reverend Roy Ontiveros, O. Carm. 
Requested by Evelyn & Jerry Solokas 

 

Sanctuary Offerings 
The Altar Flowers, Bread and Wine, the BVM Votive 
Lamp, and St. Joseph Votive Lamp, the Sanctuary Lamp 
in the Church and in the Convent can be dedicated on a 
weekly basis. 
 

Do you need home repairs but can't afford them? 
Rebuilding Together North Jersey can help. The 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
makes critical home repairs at no cost for low-income homeowners in 
Bergen and Passaic Counties. Call 201-447-8886 or email in-
fo@rtnorthjersey.org. More info at:   www.rtnorthjersey.org. 
 

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1.  Raphael, Michael, Gabriel       
2.  Jesus, Mary and Joseph       
3.  Egypt 
4.  King Herod 
5.  The Shepherds.   

  - 4   Feast of the Holy Family - The Sunday within the Octave of Christmas           
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OUR PATRON SAINT’S FEAST DAY 
December 27th is the Feast Day of St. John the Evange-
list. Saint John the Apostle, also known as the Beloved 
Disciple, was the writer of the fourth Gospel, and presuma-
bly, the only apostle who was not martyred. He is also the 
disciple to whom Jesus entrusted his mother from the 
cross. Symbolized as an eagle, Saint John’s Gospel 
“soars” in its theological treatment of the good news.—
Franciscan Media Saint of the Day 

 

KIDZ KORNER 
1. Name the three angels mentioned in scripture?  
2. Who makes up the Holy Family? 
3. Where did Jesus flee to as an infant? 
4. What King wanted baby Jesus dead? 
5. Who were the first visitors to see baby Jesus? 
               Answers on page 4.  

 The Shrine of Holy Innocents 
There is a national shrine of the Holy Innocents located at 
the Church of the Holy Innocents in Manhattan. It is a   
memorial for all children who have died before birth 
through miscarriage, abortion, or who were stillborn. This 
Shrine offers an opportunity for families to honor and re-
member their children by entering a name into the Book of 
Life. If you would like to enter a child’s name, please send 
a letter with the name of the child to Church of the Holy 
Innocents, 128 West 37th Street, NY, NY 10018, or call the 
Shrine at 212-279-5861 ex 224. 
 

CHILDREN OF ETERNITY 
You are children of eternity. Your immortal crown awaits 
you, to reward your duty and love. You may indeed sow 
here in tears, but you may be sure there to reap in joy.  
—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton    
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327 MAIN STREET, FORT LEE, NJ
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KENNETH MIKATARIAN
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MADONNA
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

48 MONTHS -
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CALL 866-392-1951
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains

• Foundation Repair
• Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed
877-401-4777
morganbasementwaterproofing.com
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basement waterproofing

Andres Wine & Spirits
322 Broad Ave

Leonia NJ 07605
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andreswines@hotmail.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
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EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
• Excellent Commission Compensation Program
Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call
800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.
(CST 2117990-70)

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.


