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THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/CONFESSION:
Monday - Friday 8:30am —8:50am. First Friday at 6:30pm
Saturday at 4:00pm —4:30pm

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:
Please call the rectory for an appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES:
Call the Rectory for sick calls at any time in emergency.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS:
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973-497-4365.

FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM
Sunday—~Grades K through 7 meet 10:30 am-12:00 noon
Monday—Grades 1, 2, 3 & 4 meet 3:15-3:45 p.m.

St. John Rectory
Phone: 201-947-4545
Email: parishoffice@stjohnleonia.org

St. John Convent
201-944-4362

www.stjohnleonia.org

SuNDAY, March 21, 2021

WELCOME

To the Parish Family of
St John’s in Leonia
Founded in 1912

COME WORSHIP WITH US
Mass Schedule

Saturday: ......coevvveeviiiinnneee.5:00pm

Sunday:.........7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am,
and 6:00pm

Weekdays:................9:00am Mon-Sat

SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS:
First Friday: 7:00pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions
First Saturday: 9:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary

Novenas prayed after 9:00 a.m. Mass:
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday

St. Jude and St. Anthony: Wednesday

Infant of Prague: 25th of the month

Rosary: Recited Mon - Sat after 9:00am Mass.
Wednesday: Holy Hour with Adoration & Benediction 7:00pm

St. John Religious Education
201-944-4346
religiouseducation@stjohnleonia.org

Visit us at: www.stjohnleonia.org
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This Week’s Parish Events
Mar 20 Sat Confessions at 4:00pm
Mar 20 Sat 5:00 pm Mass (Food Sharing Weekend)
Mar 20 Sat NA Meeting 7:00pm
Mar 21 Sun Masses: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30am & 6pm (Food Sharing
Weekend)
Mar 23 Tue Stations of the Cross following 9am Mass
Altar Society Fish Fry (pre-orders only)
Mar 24 Wed Stations of the Cross & Adoration 7pm in Church
Mar 26 Fri Confessions 6:30pm, Mass at 7pm & Stations of the
Cross
Mar 26 Fri  AA Meeting LH 8:00pm
Mar 27 Sat Jesus Day Retreat for First Holy Communion Class

PRAY FOR OUR SICK

Please PRAY in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the
SICK of ST. JOHN PARISH may be restored to health and
that those who ASSIST and CARE for the sick will be giv-
en the STRENGTH to continue GOD’S GOOD WILL: Ba-
by Cordelia, Baby Yosef, Baby Johanne, Richard Allen,
Sally Ariola, Chieko and Pauline Bernard, Michael Brady,
Fr. Karl Buslon, Nita Castro, Anjelica Cola, Ashleigh Con-
nor, Sheila Conroy, Joseph Corbo, Barbara D’Amato, Di-
ane DeChristina, Maria Janet De Los Reyes, Mary Ellen
Diakakis, Tony DiBari, Carla Errico, Gene Futia, James
Gonzalez, Ryland Harris, Peggy and Brendan Horan, Lori
Hulle, Julia Huston, Joanne Kennedy, Bella Kluta, Scott
Lyddon, Claudia Marino, Fr. David McEvoy, Vito Mazza,
Aida Mesina, George Mulligan, Michael O’Connor, Gloria
Petti, Rebecca Piro, Gladys Pozza, Richard Samperi,
Fabio Santos, Michael Santos, Dioselina Stabile, Dorothy
Steffenauer, Nicholas Storms, Tom Sullivan, Michael
Tarricone, Anne Vaughan, and Adam Villavecchia.

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY

O Prince of peace, we humbly ask Your protection for all
our men and women in military service. Give them un-
flinching courage to defend with honor, dignity and devo-
tion, the rights of all who are imperiled by injustice and
evil. Be their rock, their shield, and their stronghold and
let them draw their strength from You. For You are God,
for ever and ever.

Sgt. Matt Brady

Lt. Col. Christopher Caldwell, O.D

Lt. Col Dennis Castro, USAF

Maj. Michael A. Franson

Sgt. Joseph Gonzales

Lt. Robert Lucieri, MD

Cmdr. Alexander McMahon

Seaman E-3 Bethany Squires, US Coast Guard

PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED

Please keep in your prayers the following parishioner:

Carmel Quinn Fuller
Nancy McAvay

Almighty Father, source of forgiveness and salvation,
grant that our relatives and friends who have passed from
this life may, through the intercession of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary and of all the saints, come to share your Eternal
happiness through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stations of the Cross

Please join us for Stations of the Cross, a devotion that
helps us to unite ourselves more closely with the Lord on
the way to Calvary and to appreciate that the Lord Jesus
walks with us as we carry burdens that are, at times, very
heavy and who assures us that the crosses that we carry
are never the end for us but an opening to eternal life that
we will share with the Lord who opened for us the gates of
paradise. The Stations of the Cross are at St. John’s
Tuesdays following 9:00 a.m. Mass, Wednesdays at 7:00
p.m. & Fridays following 7:00 p.m. Mass. Praying the Sta-
tions of the Cross help to assure us that in our difficulties
the Lord walks with us and strengthens us.

ShopRite and Acme Cards

When you purchase a $25, $50, or $100 ShopRite/Acme
card at the church you receive the full value of the card
you purchased. These stores donate back to St. John’s
5% of what we sell. Thanks for supporting this fundraiser.

Eucharistic Awareness
Christ gave us His flesh to eat in order to deepen our love
for Him. When we approach Him, then there should be
burning within us a fire of love and longing... The wise
men paid homage to Christ’s body even when it was lying
in @ manger... They only saw Christ in a manger, they
saw nothing of what you now see, and yet they ap-
proached Him with profound awe and reverence.
You see Him, not in a manger but on an altar, not carried
by a woman, but offered by a priest; and you see the Spir-
it bountifully poured out upon the offerings of bread and
wine. Unlike the wise men, you do not merely see
Christ’s body; you know His power as well, and the whole
divine plan for our salvation...
Let us then awaken in ourselves a feeling of awe and let
us show a far greater reverence than did those foreigners
so that we do not approach this Sacrament casually, with-
out thinking of what we do.

St. John Chrysostom

DID YOU KNOW?

The capital of Bavaria is named after monks. Munich,
Germany, is the country’s third largest city and in German
its name is actually Minchen, literally meaning “Monks,”
or loosely “Home of the Monks.” The name goes back to
the eighth century, and refers to a Benedictine monastery
on the shores of Lake Tegernsee. In 1157, Henry
“the Lion,” Duke of Bavaria, gave these monks the land to
start a marketplace. Thus, the city of Munchen was
founded. Apparently the “Benedictine marketplace” was
successful for it has grown into a city of over a million in-
habitants. Munich’s oldest church (Catholic, of course),
the Peterskirche (Saint Peter’'s Church), was built in 1169,
twelve years after the city was founded. It can still be
seen today. Also, a fish is named after Monks. The
monkfish, which is harvested along the Atlantic coast, is
really a kind of shark with a huge head and toothy mouth.
It acquired the name “monkfish” not because of its looks;
but because, while most fishermen discarded it, the frugal
monks used the fish for food.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Ask senior parishioners about this fifth Sunday, and they will
share memories of this Sunday years ago, when it was known
as “Passion Sunday.” In those days, the statues and crucifixes
were draped in purple cloth, and a deeply somber atmosphere
infused worship. The structure is different today for good rea-
son. The stunning changes in the appearance of the church
building drew attention away from the twofold work of Lent:
reconciliation and preparing for initiation. Today, this Sunday
is given to reflection on the necessity to commit, like Jesus, to
the Father’s will. Wherever elect are present today, the “A”
reading reveals Jesus’ compassion in the face of human suffer-
ing, and his desire to call us from the tombs of sin, isolation,
and even death itself.

As Lent draws to a close over the next ten days, and before the
beginning of the Easter Triduum on Holy Thursday, we enter an
ideal time for celebrating the sacrament of reconciliation. To-
day’s old title of “Passion Sunday” has migrated to next Sun-
day, also called “Palm Sunday.” In many places, people prepare
their own bundles of branches for next week’s liturgy: pussy
willow, forsythia, dogwood. If your parish schedules a proces-
sion, you may want to prepare these branches at home and
bring them along. —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

FEAST OF FAITH
The First Reading

Each Sunday, we listen to three scripture readings. The first reading
usually comes from the Old Testament. “The New Testament lies hid-
den in the Old; the Old Testament comes fully to light in the New,” we
read in the Introduction to the Lectionary. “Christ himself is the center
and fullness of the whole of Scripture” (5). On Sundays, these read-
ings usually have a close connection to the Gospel. In this season of
Lent, for example, the Exodus account of the thirst of the Israglites in
the desert is paired with the Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus
at the well. Ezekiel's vision of the Lord raising people from their graves
is paired with the narrative of Christ raising Lazarus from the dead.

The readings are taken from many sources—historical books like
Judges, Kings, and the Acts of the Apostles, prophets like Isaiah and
Ezekiel, wisdom literature like Proverbs or Ecclesiastes. But no matter
its genre, the first reading always ends with the same acclamation:
“The word of the Lord.” The scriptures are written by human authors
who wrote in widely different cultural and historical contexts, but these
human authors are also divine instruments through whom God speaks
tO us. And SO we Say, "ThankS be tO God.”—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

PRAYER
"PRAYER PURIFIES US, READING INSTRUCTS US.
BOTH ARE GOOD WHEN BOTH ARE POSSIBLE.

OTHERWISE, PRAYER IS BETTER THAN READING."
— ST. ISIDORE OF SEVILLE

Stewardship Reflection—Fifth Sunday of Lent
”I will be their God and they shall be my people.”
Jeremiah 31:33
What does it mean to be God’s people? It means we rec-
ognize that everything we have and everything we are
belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are
merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It means
we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for our
family, our neighbors and for people we don’t know, just

as God cares for each of us.

Please Join Us in Celebrating the Mass

Join Us Live-Stream

St. John’s is open for Daily Mass at 9:00 a.m., Saturday
Vigil at 5:00 p.m., and Sunday at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
11:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. All are welcome! Face masks
must be worn and social distancing is required. If you are
not able to come or are concerned because you are at
risk or ill, please join us at Facebook Group LIVE MASS
AT ST. JOHN. Due to health concerns in light of the
Coronavirus Pandemic, Cardinal Tobin, Archbishop of
Newark has dispensed the faithful of the Archdiocese of
Newark from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Dur-
ing this time, St. John’s continues to Live Stream Sunday
Mass at 9:30am and 11:30am and Daily Mass at 9:00am
You can also watch the recorded video approximately 1
hour later on YouTube at St. John the Evangelist Leonia.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];
Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;
Jn 8:31-42
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56
Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 (procession);

Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;
Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]

L

s Catholic Charities m

= of the Archdiocese of Newark

Mount Carmel Guild Behavioral Health System

Mount Carmel Guild Schools

(L

Lent is a time of sacrifice in order to bring us closer to Christ
As we move closer to Christ, we become more charitable.
Would you be willing to sacrifice your time and efforts to
go through your closet and donate any unwanted items
(we accept clothing, small appliances, shoes, linens,
sheets, towels, tools, stuffed animals, novels and chil-
dren’s books) to the Catholic Charities Donation Bin locat-
ed on the property? If you do, you have made the con-
nection.

St John’s Knights of Columbus
All men over 18 are invited to join the St. John’s parish
Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest men’s fraternal
organization. For more information or to join, please con-
tact Ed Ventura at 201-218-0842.

"You must not abandon the ship in a storm be-
cause you cannot control the winds . . . What
you cannot turn to good, you must at least make
as little bad as you can.”

— St. Thomas More
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God’s love is for anybody anywhere, and everybody everywhere.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS

Next Saturday, March 27" is our “Jesus Day Retreat” for our
children preparing to receive their First Holy Communion. We
are beginning with 9:00am Mass & then proceeding to Peter
Kramer Hall until 12noon. Each child must be accompanied by
at least one parent.

2021 ANNUAL APPEAL

The 2021 Annual Appeal is well underway. We have
$24,145 already pledged. This is approximately 62.5% of
our goal of $38,596. The outpouring of support from
many parishioners like you helps sustain the important
ministries across the Archdiocese of Newark. These pro-
grams help to make our own parish a more vibrant place
of worship. If you have yet to give, please pick up a
pledge form at the back of the church or visit
www.rcan.org/sharing. Thank you for your prayers and
support.

$t. John's Calendar Raffle 2021

Don’t forget to turn in your raffle tickets —drawings begin
in Aprill!!' The raffle tickets (along with the $20 per ticket
sold) can be returned by placing in the collection basket,
or can be dropped off at the Rectory Office (please use
the Raffle envelope in which you receive the tickets).
Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Church. If
you wish to sell more, they are available at the Rectory
Office—please call and we can arrange for delivery or
pick up during the week. Thank you for your support of
this important parish fundraiser.

TROUBLED MARRIAGE???

If your marriage has become troubled or stressed, un-
loving or uncaring, if your relationship has grown cold and
distant, if you’re thinking of separation or divorce, BUT
you want to try again — then try the Retrouvaille program,
it can help you. For more info., call the Family Life Minis-
tries, at 973-497-4327. You may call anonymously.
Please be assured that all inquiries are kept in confi-
dence.

THE LOVE OF GOD

No matter how long it has been, the Love of God knows no time. We
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation EVERY Saturday from
4-4:30PM and EVERY Monday, - Saturday morning at
8:30AM, as well as every Friday during Lent at 6:30PM.
A priest is also available to hear Confessions daily by ap-
pointment.

St John’s Knights of Columbus

All men over 18 are invited to join the St. John’s parish Knights of Co-
lumbus, the world’s largest men’s fraternal organization. For more
information or to join, please contact Ed Ventura at 201-218-0842.

LOVE AND DEATH

Unhappy is death
without the love of the Savior;
unhappy is love
without the death of the Savior.
—St. Francis de Sales

MASS INTENTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 20, BL. JOHN OF PARMA

REQUESTED By

9:00 AM BLANCA ESPINOSA (LIVING) .....cvvevrcenaen. DoRis ESPINOSA
5:00 PM BOGGIANO FAMILY ..o LENA BOGGIANO
SUNDAY, MARCH 21, FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

7:30 AM BRENDAN MCNALLY .....cocvvrerinnee SEAN O'NEILL & FAMILY
9:30 AM JAMES GILLESPIE ......ccvevevereeeeren e MARY RAUSCH
CHRISTIAN PARRA.......coevveeenn. RosA & ROBERT GARCIA

11:30 AM ANGELA & CARLO CARBONERI...... PAT & CARL CARBONERI
6:00 PM JOHN NAZZARO......cocovvvrereirerrirene. FRANK & LISA CIRILLO

MONDAY, MARCH 22, ST.LEA
9:00 AM COVIELLO FAMILY
VINCENZA CORNACCIA ....vveeeeeren. STEVE & GAIL HUTNIK
TUESDAY, MARCH 23, ST. TORIBIO ALFONSO DE MOGROVEJO
9:00 AM CuoMO FAMILY

HASOK CHUN (LIVING) ....oocvveereieieceiseiece e MONICA LEE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, ST. ALDEMAR
9:00 AM BLESSINGS ON FR. BRYAN......ocvovvveeeeernnnne. MARY RAUSCH
THROTHY E. CHOL...vveecceeeeeeeeeee BRIGITTE CHUNG
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
9:00 AM SISTER SHEILA CURRAN .......coovvvirerieiiene BETTY ROESER
FRIDAY, MARCH 26, ST. MARGARET CLITHEROW
9:00 AM THOMAS & LORETTA STICCO .....vcuvrvernene. MARILYN BADAMI
7:00 PM ELIZABETH SCANLON ... SyLVIA DONOHUE
SATURDAY, MARCH 27, ST. RUPERT
9:00 AM JOSEPH PALOZZOLA .......coveveen. JEAN & PAT DEMICHELE

5:00 PM DANIELLE LEMBO & FLORENCE TURSO
............................................... LEMBO & KUTNER FAMILIES
SUNDAY, MARCH 28, PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

7:30 AM JOHN LYNCH .o, SEAN O'NEILL & FAMILY
9:30 AM DARCY KUBISSA .....ceveeeeeecreeeesreeeenennens ANNETTE CIRILLO
11:30 AM RUTH & JOHN BYRNES .....c.covvvevireeiiceennas BYRNES FAMILY
6:00 PM JOSEPH SALVEMINI.......cvvvevreririireererieennes MARY DELLI Bovi
Sanctuary Memorials

The Altar Bread & Wine is in memory of
St. John’s Parishioners
The Sanctuary Lamp is in memory of
St. John’s Parishioners

Sanctuary Offerings
The Altar Flowers, Bread and Wine, the BVM Votive Lamp, and St.
Joseph Votive Lamp, the Sanctuary Lamp in the Church and in the
Convent can be dedicated on a weekly basis.

St. John’s Tithe - 3/13-14, 2021
Budget: $ 8,000.00
Sunday Collection: $ 5,107.00

St John’s Altar Society

All women over 18 are invited to join the St. John’s Altar Society, a
group of women who quietly serve our parish in many different ways to
help support our parish. For more info or to join, call Betty Roeser at
201-947-2518 or Betsy Trautsch at 201-947-8679.

Kidz Korner Answers
1. Gabriel 4. Michael the Archangel
2. Nazareth 5. Pride.

3. Nine
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March is dedicated to Saint Joseph.
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The readings today remind us how close we are to Easter—
inly two weeks from now. They also remind us that the path
o resurrection and Easter always includes suffering and
leath. The prophet Jeremiah spent his whole life proclaiming
he word of God to kings who would not listen. As an old
nan, he saw Jerusalem defeated and the inhabitants taken
nto exile. Jeremiah himself suffered in being left behind, but
n today’s reading, he is looking beyond those sufferings to a
ime when the previously disobedient people would be trans-
ormed and live in harmony with God's law.

(OOKING FOR JESUS, FINDING THE CROSS

In the Gospel reading, friends of Philip come to him and
sk about meeting Jesus. When Philip and Andrew take the
equest to Jesus, he begins a cryptic discourse on discipleship,
ransformation, and divine judgment. We never hear whether
hilip’s friends got to personally meet Jesus. Perhaps they
imply blended in with the crowd.

Jesus says, “[Wlhen | am lifted up from the earth, I will
lraw evervone to mvself ” The parrator cavs that lesys’ wards

MARCH 21, 2021

Unless a grain of wheat falls
to the ground and dies,
it remains just a grain of wheat;
but if it dies, it produces much fruit.

John 12:24

indicate how he will die; the readers already know Jesus wil
be crucified. Jesus also speaks of divine judgment driving ou
the world’s rulers and of the need to be transformed, like :
seed growing into a productive plant. He warns about loving
our life and losing it. Unlike Jeremiah'’s detailed vision, Jesu
only hints at what kind of transformed life his death will bring

What if we, like Philip’s friends, want to get close to Jesus
Does that mean that the discourse on death and judgment i
addressed to us? If Jesus will draw everyone to himself as he
is “lifted up,” does being closer to him mean joining him o1
his cross? (Do we want to be that close to Jesus?) Do we wan
to be transformed? If we say “yes,” the liturgy these next tw«
weeks can show us the only way the Church knows to ge
closer to Jesus: to be willing to be “lifted up” with him in hi
suffering—and in our own.

Today’s Readings: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15;
Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33

Copyright © 2021, J. S. Paluch Company, Inc., 3708 River Road, Suite 400,
Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158 1 800 621-5197. With Ecclesiastical Aeerobation.

Why We Should Attend Holy Mass
The Mass is the best means we have:

To render God the highest form of worship.

To thank Him for all His blessings.

To make reparation for all our sins.

To obtain all the blessings we desire.

To release souls from purgatory and to shorten our own time there.

To preserve us from all dangers to soul and body.

To be consoled at the hour of death, for at that moment their
memory will be our greatest consolation.

To intercede for us at the Judgment Seat of God.

To bring down God’s blessings; therefore, try to attend at Mass
every day, or as often as possible, and of course, on Sundays.

To better understand the sublimity of the Passion of Christ, and
therefore, to increase our love for Him.

RISKS

I risk being wrong if I trust too much. But I risk living in torment if
I don’t trust enough. —Anonymous

KIDZ KORNER

What angel appeared to Mary at the Annunciation?

What was Mary’s hometown?

How many choirs or kinds of angels are there?

Who is the leader of the good angels?

What sin caused Lucifer/Satan to be cast from heaven?
Answers on page four

SPIRITUAL EXCERPT

“When you go to Confession, know this, that I myself am wait-
ing for you in the confessional; I am only hidden by the priest,
but I myself act in the soul. Here the misery of the soul meets
the God of Mercy. Tell souls that from this fount of mercy,
souls draw graces solely with the vessel of trust. If their trust is
great, there is no limit to My generosity.”

Our Lord to St. Faustina

oW~
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