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~ This faith community of St. Monica was  established in 1883 ~  
~ Esta comunidad de fe de Santa Mónica se estableció en 1883~ 

St. Monica Mission Statement 
We at St. Monica’s are a multi-cultural parish from all walks of life rich in Catholic                

tradition, who recognize the need for greater unity within Our Catholic Community.  
 

We will: 

  Actively participate in our worship.  

 Educate ourselves in Christ’s teaching.  

 Help our youth grow close to Jesus.  

 Move beyond ourselves to minister to others by sharing our individual time, talent and   

treasures with all those in need. 

Declaración de la misión de la iglesia de Santa Mónica 
Nosotros de Santa Monica Somos Una Parroquia multi-cultural de todos de la vida, ricos 

en tradicion Catholica que reconocemos la necesidad de una unidad mas fuerta dentro 

de nuestra comunidad Catholica. 
Vamos a:  

 Participar activamente en nuestra culto.  

 Educarnos en  las ensenanzas de Cristo. 

 Ayudar a nuestros jovenes acercarse mas a Jesus. 

 Hacer un esfuerzo y mobilizarnos ayudar a otros, compartiendo nuerstro tiempo, talentos y 

tesoros con todos los necesitados, especialmente nuestros ancianos y entermos 

 PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
located in the St. Anthony Building  

 MONDAY -FRIDAY, 9AM -2PM (CLOSED -  12PM-1PM)  
 

Our Clergy 

-Pastor- 

Rev. Jim F. Chamberlain 

Phone: 972-895-2622  

Email: jim.f.chamberlain@saintmonicatx.org  

-Deacon- 

Deacon Jack Murphy 

Email: jwmurphy3@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Staff  

Gilda Rios, Secretary: (254) 697-2107      

Email: office@saintmonicatx.org  

Sonia Vega-Perez, DRE/ Youth Minister 

Phone: 254-295-6092 

Email: soniavegaperez@saintmonicatx.org 
 

 

Most Rev. Joe S. Vasquez 

 Bishop of Austin 

Saturday/ Sábado,  5 PM - 5:45 PM 

or by appointment / O por cita  

Saturday/Sabado    

 English/en Inglés                     6:00 P.M. 
 

 

Sunday/Domingo  

       Spanish/en Español         8:00  A.M. 

     English/en Inglés             10:00  A.M. 

Tuesday/ martes       12:10 p.m.- English/Inglés 
                                                                                                         

                                                                                                             6:00 p.m. - Spanish/en Español 
 

 

 

 

Friday/ Viernes         8:00 a.m. - English/ Inglés 

 

 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at 

hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  Mk 1:15 

 

"Se ha cumplido el tiempo y el Reino de Dios ya está cerca. 

Arrepiéntanse y crean en el Evangelio". Mc 1,15 

First Sunday of Lent 
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Station of the Cross– Via Crucis 
Every Friday through the Lenten season. 
English: 12:00 p.m. -- Spanish: 6:30 p.m. 

 

Lenten Penance Service  
Servicio de Penitencia de Cuaresma  

Wednesday, February  28, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 
There will be four priests available for private 

confessions. 
 

St. Monica’s Ladies Society  
Tuesday, March 5, 2024, 2:00 p.m. at the St. 

Anthony Library.  
 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 5, 2024, 7 p.m. 

If you would like a copy of the minutes they will 
be available in the church or the Parish office. 

Lenten Alms Giving 

Our Catholic family is asked to 

embrace the church’s tradition of 

Alms Giving this Lenten   season. 

The Lenten offering boxes will 

support St. Monica’s Religious Education program, 

providing additional resources that will allow the 

Religious  Education CCE program to purchase 

supplies & help defray cost of program expenses. 

We ask you to please be generous in making this 

project part of your Lenten Journey. Please return 

your Lenten boxes on Easter Sunday.  

La limosna de Cuaresma 

Se le pide a nuestra familia católica que adopte la 
tradición de la iglesia de dar limosnas en esta          

temporada de Cuaresma. Las cajas de ofrendas de  
Cuaresma apoyarán el programa de Educación         

Religiosa de St. Monica, proporcionando recursos  
adicionales que permitirán que la programa de        

Educación religiosa compre suministros y ayude a   
sufragar el costo de los gastos del programa.                  

Le pedimos que sea generoso al hacer que este 
proyecto sea parte de su viaje de Cuaresma. Por 

favor devuelva sus cajas de Cuaresma el Domingo 
de Pascua. 

                     Religious Education CCE Schedule 

                     Pre-K - Pre-Confirmation 1 
                            Sunday’s- 9:00 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. 

******************************************************************* 

Class 16 : Sunday, February 18, 2024 

Class 17 : Sunday, February 25, 2024 

Class 18 : Sunday, March 3, 2024 

No CCE: March 10, 2024 *Springbreak 

Class 19: Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Class 20: Sunday, March 24, 2024 

No CCE: March 31, 2024 *Easter Sunday 

Upcoming Dates for St. Monica’s  
Religious Ed. CCE/CYO 

First Holy Communion Retreat 
Saturday, March 9, 2024, from 11 a.m-7 p.m.     

Held at the St. Anthony School.  
 

Baccalaureate Mass (Senior Mass) 
Sunday,  May 19, 2024, 10 a.m. Mass. If you would 

like to sign up contact Sonia Vega –Perez 
 

First Holy Communion 
Sunday, May 5, 2024,  10 a.m Mass  

 

Confirmation Mass 
Sunday, July 14, 2024 at  10 a.m.  

SAINT MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH / Iglesias Católica de Santa Mónica 

CAMERON, TEXAS F i rs t  S u nda y  o f  L en t  February 18, 2024 

Intenciones de la misa  
 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 

 6 p.m.    † Louis Labay  

               † Jerry Kostroun 
             

Sunday, February 18, 2024 

8 a.m.     † Emma Placencia 

               † Roberto Medrano  

              † Mia Rosalinda Oviedo 

              † Eugenio Morales 
              

10 a.m.   † Catherine Chamberlain 
 

Tuesday, February 20, 2024 

12:10 p.m.  Communion Service 
 

6 p.m. en español   For the People of the        

                             Parish 
                

Friday, February 23, 2024 

8 a.m.      † Jerry Kostroun, Jr.  
 

Saturday, February 24, 2024 

 6 p.m.    † Catherine Chamberlain 
             

Sunday, February 25, 2024 

8 a.m.     † Miguel Vargas, Sr. 

               † Antonia Casillas & Emilia Baez  

              † Virginia Garcia              

 

10 a.m.    For the People of the Parish 

 

St. Monica’s Prayer Chain 
Cadena de Oración de Sta. Mónica 

Please Pray for:  

Por favor reza por:   

Martha Hubnik, Nova Charity, 
Rosalie Kostroun, Jean Krenek,  

Frank Haudek and                         
Mike Murphy 

Names remain on this list for 4 weeks and then transferred 
to the Book of Prayers.  

2nd Collection — March 9 & 10 

Catholic Relief Services 

 

Week of February 11, 2024 

Sunday Collection: $2,643.00 

      Catholic Higher Ed. :$475.00 

Online Giving:  

     * Sunday Collection: $390.00 

      *Catholic Higher Ed.: $50.00 
 ——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

    Total Collection: $3,558.00 

 Featured Advertiser: 
Marek - Burns - Laywell  

Funeral Home 
(254)-697-3661 

 Catholic Social Teaching Corner 
First Sunday of Lent 

This Lenten season begins with the contrasting   
images of the desert and flood waters. We live in the 
paradox of these images needing to go into the desert 
of fasting,  prayer and self-denial in order to re-learn 

the covenant way of life we entered through the waters 
of baptism. Now is the time to turn from the flood of 
distractions which can drown us. Now is the time to 
remember and reverence our dignity and the dignity         
of every human person. Now is the time to set aside 

anything that diverts us from our true hunger and thirst 
for God alone and his covenant of love with all               

humanity. 

Primer Domingo de Cuaresma 
Esta temporada de Cuaresma comienza con las 

imágenes contrastantes del desierto y la inundación. 
Vivimos en la paradoja de estas imágenes, necesitando 
entrar en el desierto para ayunar, orar y auto-negarnos 
para re-aprender la vida del pacto con Dios en la que 
entramos a través de las aguas del bautismo. Ahora               
es el momento de alejarnos de la inundación de las 
distracciones que pueden ahogarnos. Ahora es el                

momento de recordar y reverenciar nuestra dignidad y 
la dignidad de cada ser humano. Ahora es el momento 

de dejar a un lado todo aquellos que nos desvía de 
nuestra verdadera hambre y sed de Dios y de su pacto 

de amor con toda la humanidad. 

Donation to the Stained Glass  

Window Restoration 

 

 
 

In Memory of Sherry Colley  

Given By: Susan Foster 

Donation By: Theodora Marek 
 

Many thanks to all for your continued support 

to St. Monica’s Parish 

Pope Francis’ February Prayer            

Intention 

For the terminally ill: We pray that those 
with a terminal illness, and their families, 

receive the necessary physical and spiritual 

care and accompaniment.  

Para los enfermos terminals: Oramos para 

que quienes padecen una enfermedad               

terminal y sus familiars reciban el cuidado y  

acompañamiento físico y espiritual necesario. 

Join us every Friday during Lent for the Stations of 
the Cross.   

Durante la temporada de cuaresma, únete a nosotros 
todos los viernes para el Vía Crucis. 

 English: 12:00 p.m. — En Español: 6:30 p.m. 

Mass Intentions :  
To schedule a Mass Intention  for a loved 
one — simply call the church office, send 

a note , or put a request in the collection basket  
or send an email to parish secretary. Fr. Jim 

mentions the intention at the scheduled Mass.  
Mass Stipend is $5 (individual name or                    

one couple (first & last name)). 



 

-  3 - 

SAINT MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH / Iglesia Católica de Santa Mónica 

CAMERON, TEXAS February 18, 2024 F i rs t  S u nda y  o f  L en t  

Ministry Schedule 

Sat., Feb. 24, 2024 6 PM 

Lector: Keith Copeland  

Euch. M.: Denise Pineda and Janice Klecka 

 Altar Servers: Volunteers needed 

Sun., Feb. 25, 2024, 8 AM 

Lector: Blanca Cazares 

Euch. M.: Rosa Banda & Ramona Banda 

Altar Servers: Guadalupe A. 

Sun., Feb. 25, 2024 10 AM 

Lector: Cynthia Kostroun 

Euch. M.: Agnes Kostroun & Carmen Rios 

Altar Servers: Yadira S. and Vicente S. 

———————————————— 

Sat., Mar. 3, 2024 6 PM 

Lector: Keith Copeland  

Euch. M.: Patsy Vrazel and Marilyn Gaas 

 Altar Servers: Volunteers needed 

Sun., Mar. 4, 2024, 8 AM 

Lector: Blanca Cazares 

Euch. M.: Sonia Vega-Perez & Anna Reyes   

Altar Servers: Guadalupe A. 

Sun., March 4, 2024 10 AM 

Lector: Sonia Vega-Perez 

Euch. M.: Elma Martinez and                              

                   Carmen Rios 

Altar Servers: Tatiana P., Sebastian M.  

 

Featured Advertiser: 
Hoelscher Insurance Agnency  
Dana Hoelscher-Agent-Owner  

254-314-2626 

A d v e r t i s i n g  I n  O u r  B u l l e t i n  

Our weekly bulletin is distributed after Saturday            

& Sunday Masses and is also available online at  

www.saintmonicatx.org and on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/saintmonicatx.  
—————————————————— 

We are seeking new sponsors.  
Do you own your own business or know of             

someone who does? Then why not….. Prayerfully 

consider placing an ad in St. Monica Church 

weekly bulletin!  
  

1.Advertise your business  

2.Place a personal announcement  

In memory of a loved one...Pray for Peace or the 

Rosary...Special Intentions of ... 

3. Promote your parish, school or organization 

 Please contact the parish office for more info! 

We need your help! Our advertisers keep our  

bulletin available. If you would like to sponsor a 

spot, or know someone who would, please contact 

the parish secretary. Thank you, we appreciate your 

interest and support. 

St Monica Ladies' Annual Spring            
Social is scheduled for April 7, 2024 
and we are looking for donations for 

the raffle.  

Please prayerfully consider request as 
the Ladies help with various church 

functions, including purchase of                 
vestments, candles.  If you can make a 

donation, please contact the church 
office or Linda Kamenicky @ 

lkayk0217@yahoo.com to let us 
know.  You can also drop the  donation 
in the collection basket made payable 
to St. Monica Ladies Society.  Thank 

You in advance for your support. 

Forty days of becoming free 
The Sunday liturgies in Lent always begin with Jesus’s sojourn in the wilderness. Notice that, in Mark’s 
Gospel, it is the Spirit that leads Jesus alone into the desert. Thus, this 40-day retreat is a good thing! In 
his humanity, Jesus will have to deal with all the same temptations that you and I deal with. In the Bi-
ble, the Devil’s purpose is always to order our desires away from God. And so, the Devil confronts Jesus 
with three temptations. The first one is to “make bodily pleasures the central focus of your life”. Like 
others, we Catholics enjoy the sensations of food, drink, sex, and other pleasures as good and God-

given. But when the satisfaction of these things becomes primary, then we lose our focus on God. Jesus 
says in response: “We do not live by bread (pleasures) alone, but also by heavenly things”. We are not 
just animals. The second temptation is to be honored and esteemed. Everyone, even priests, have a 

desire to be loved and acknowledged. But this, too, can be sinful when it becomes our primary motive 
for our actions. The final temptation is for power. It might be easy to blame politicians and corporate 
executives to be guilty of seeking power and control. But don’t we also seek to manipulate others 
around us? Don’t we seek control over the various forces in our lives? The process of dying is to                
finally realize that control is merely an illusion. In Lent, we must take special notice of these same 

temptations in our lives. Do we give too much                           
importance to our satisfaction of bodily pleasures?                   

Do we seek affirmation beyond what is sufficient? Do we 
pretend to exercise complete control in our lives? Only 
when we let go of these things can we become  truly free 

to do God’s work in the world. - - - Fr. Jim 
Cuarenta días de ser libre 

Las liturgias dominicales de Cuaresma siempre                         
comienzan con la estancia de Jesu s en el desierto.                  

Observe que, en el Evangelio de Marcos, es el Espí ritu el 
que lleva a Jesu s solo al desierto. ¡Así  que este retiro de 40 dí as es algo bueno! En su humanidad, Jesu s 
tendra  que lidiar con las mismas tentaciones que tu  y yo enfrentamos. En la Biblia, el propo sito del 

Diablo es siempre alejar nuestros deseos de Dios. Y así , el Diablo enfrenta a Jesu s con tres tentaciones. 
La primera es “hacer de los placeres corporales el foco central de tu vida”. Como otros, nosotros los 
cato licos disfrutamos las sensaciones de la comida, la  bebida, el sexo y otros placeres como buenos y 
dados por Dios. Pero cuando la satisfaccio n de estas cosas se vuelve primordial, entonces perdemos 

nuestro enfoque en Dios. Jesu s responde: “No so lo de pan (placeres) vivimos, sino tambie n de las cosas 
celestiales”. No somos so lo animales. La segunda tentacio n es ser honrado y estimado. Todos,                       

incluso los sacerdotes, tenemos el deseo de ser amados y reconocidos. Pero esto tambie n puede ser 
pecaminoso cuando se convierte en el motivo principal de nuestras acciones. La tentacio n final es la 
del poder. Podrí a ser fa cil culpar a los polí ticos y a los ejecutivos corporativos de buscar poder y                

control. ¿Pero no buscamos tambie n manipular a los que  nos rodean? ¿No buscamos control sobre las 
diversas fuerzas en nuestras vidas? El proceso de morir consiste en darse cuenta finalmente de que el 
control es simplemente una ilusio n. En Cuaresma, debemos prestar especial atencio n a estas mismas 
tentaciones en nuestras vidas. ¿Le damos demasiada importancia a nuestra satisfaccio n de los placeres 
corporales? ¿Buscamos afirmacio n ma s alla  de lo suficiente? ¿Pretendemos ejercer un control total 
sobre nuestras vidas? So lo cuando abandonemos estas cosas podremos ser verdaderamente libres 

para hacer la obra de Dios en el mundo. - - - P. Jim 

Attention Graduating Seniors!  

The Knights of Columbus Council  
#12601 will be awarding scholarships 

to graduating seniors. Applicants must be 
members of St. Monica Catholic Church or 

son/daughter of KC Council #12601 member. 
All students meeting the requirements are 

encouraged to apply. Applications are            
available at St. Monica Church office or the 
table in the Narthex of the church. Please 

drop your application off at the church office 
or mail to: 

Nonito Martinez:703 E. 21st St., Cameron, Tx  

 Frank Klecka:2103 N. Austin Ave., Cameron,Tx  

Completed applications must be received by April 14th   
No exceptions will be made. 

A special Thank You to all our                   

St. Monica’s parents for your               

home baked goodies & monetary 

donations! Thank you to our                 

Confirmation Catechists for all you 

did to make it happen, to all who 

came by and all parishioners who 

supported our cause for our St. 

Monica CYO Eagle Wings                     

Confirmation Bakesale fundraiser is 

a blessing.  Many Thanks to Ruth 

Canady owner of Kleen Kutz for 

letting us set up in front of  her 

shop. 

mailto:lkayk0217@yahoo.com


 

Pastoral Council Members 

Patsy Vrazel, Chairwoman   -  Email: pavrazel@yahoo.com 

Renee Mueck, Monica Schiller, Becky Ferrara, Patsy   Vrazel, Juan Carlos 

Perez, Denise Pineda, Araceli Vargas, and John Vargas 

Finance Council Members 

Nonito Martinez, Chairman  

Bud Riola, Frank Klecka 

Cemetery Council Members 

Gary Vrazel, Chairman  

Mary Frances Shipp, William Pagach, Linda Kamenicky,  Robert Acosta 

St. Monica’s Ladies’ Society 

Denise Pineda, President  

Knights of Columbus, St. Monica’s    Council #12601 

Nonito Martinez, Grand Knight  

Bereavement Meal Committee  

Carol Moore and Mary Frances Shipp  

EIM Site Admin.& Homebound Listing 

Linda Kamenicky– email: eim@saintmonicatx.org 

K.J.Z.T. Society #48  

Bettie Pagach, President 

 Parish Building & Maintenance Committee  

Charles "Bud" Riola, Chairman  

Information: Organizations  

MAREK - BURNS - LAYWELL 
FUNERAL HOME 

OFFERING SINCERE, PERSONAL SERVICE 
SINCE 1908 

WWW.MBLFUNERAL.COM  
Maurice Goza, Director              2800 North Travis 

Ryan Batten, Director                           254-697-3661 

  I n f o r m a t I o n  

Sacraments/ Sacraments 

Contact the parish office to prepare for sacraments such as baptisms, weddings, first communion 

and confirmation.  

Comuníquese con la oficina parroquial para prepararse para sacramentos como bautizos, bodas, 

primera comunión y confirmación. 

RCIA /El Rito de la Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos,  

Contact Parish office for information./ Llame a la oficina para más información. 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick /el Sacramento de la Uncion de los    

enfermos.  

Call the parish office or after office hours call or text Fr. Jim Chamberlain at 972-895-2622 . /

Llame a la oficina parroquial o después del horario de oficina llama o envía un mensaje de texto 

con el Padre. Jim Chamberlain al 972-895-2622 

Quinceañera 

Come by the parish office and fill out a registration form. Arrangements must be made at least 

six months prior to the desired date./ Comuníquese con la oficina parroquial para un registro. 

Los  arreglos deben hacerse al menos seis meses antes de la fecha deseada. 

 

 

St. Monica’s Catholic  

Church Cemetery 

 -    Burial Plots 
 -    Mausoleum Spaces 
 -    Perpetual Care 
 -   Cremation 

 

Call  the parish office for more info! 

 
 
facebook.com/saintmonicatx www.saintmonicatx.org 

Prayer to St. Monica 
Great St. Monica, patroness of  all  mothers and     

fathers, please take our children under your             
protection even those who have strayed from God and 
His Church. Let them always remain faithful to their     

baptismal vows. Give  us the strength to walk always in 
the footsteps of the Lord. Amen. 

—Check Out Our Website— 
Vista nuestro Sitio web 

Like Us on Facebook : 

 

 

In Service to One. In Service to All! 

    St. Monica’s Council #12601 

Meetings 3rd Thursday of 

the month at the  

Simon & George Hall 

Please, patronize and thank the businesses/individuals that, through their generosity, have 
made the printing of this bulletin possible. Por favor, patrocine y agradezca a las empresas /     

individuos que, a través de su generosidad, han hecho posible la impresión de este boletín. 

- St. Monica Catholic Church - 306 S. Nolan Ave., Cameron, Tx 76520 - www.saintmonicatx.org - AD INFO 254-697-2107 or come by the parish office - 

 

Arlan’s Receipt Program:  
Thank you  to all for your continued supporting our Arlan’s Receipt  program.  Through our  participation the  

parish received $671.38 in 2023 Monies  raised  will go towards our Building & Maintenance Fund.  

How to participate: Parishioners are asked to keep their Arlan’s Supermarket  receipts and turn them   

in to the church. The church receives a 1% donation based on the receipt purchase totals.  

The entire receipt is necessary to obtain all information required  by Arlan’s. 

Gary Vrazel - Chairman 
254-721-4322 
 
Linda Kamenicky-Secretary 
512-796-1904 

Services Offered: Basic Clean / Deep Clean 
      Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly, Move-in, 

Move-Out or Occasional 
  ~ I will serve ~ 

 Simon & George 

Memorial Hall  

BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT! 
 

Maribel Gonzales  
Hall Manager 

Phone: 254-482-0312 
sgmhallrental@gmail.com 

Schiller 
In Loving Memory of 
Edward O. Schiller, Jr. 
and son Richard Schiller 

 

May all the faithful departed 

Rest in Peace 

Mikula 
In Loving Memory of 
PETE & FRANCES 

MIKULA 
 

May all the faithful departed 

Rest in Peace 

St. Monica’s    
Ladies’ Society 

 

Meet 1st Tues., 2 p.m. 
Sept-May 

 

All Ladies Invited! 

Glass, the Florist 
 

409 N. Travis Ave.  
Cameron, Tx  

 
254-697-6615 

 


