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Pastor’s Corner  
Embracing What is Ours  

Part Three: The “Propers” of the Mass 
Introduction 
This is the last of a three-part series on the Sacred Liturgy and the Church’s Tradition. In part one, we focused on the Latin language as an inherent part of our 
spiritual heritage as Roman Catholics. In part two, we explored Gregorian Chant as the musical form most suited to the Sacred Liturgy and its Latin language. 
In this last installment, we will seek to understand what we call the “Propers” of the Mass, i.e. those Mass parts which are proper (especially suited) to each 
Mass. Whereas the “Ordinary” of the Mass is made up of those Mass parts with do not change (i.e. Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, Agnus Dei, etc.), the Propers of the 
Mass do change, giving to each celebration of Holy Mass a character of its own according to the liturgical season, the feast being celebrated, or the saint being 
honored.   
What exactly are the “Propers” of the Mass? 
From ancient times, the Propers of the Mass have given a kind of thematic architecture to the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy. They are collectively found in 
the Roman Missal1, the Lectionary2, and the Graduale Romanum3. Almost exclusively scriptural, and cultivating a deep “psalm piety”4, I have heard it said that 
in the propers, we have Sacred Scripture commenting upon itself, thus opening the mind and heart of the believer to a beautiful and continual Lectio Divina, a 
“sacred reading” and contemplative listening to God’s Word. The  propers of the Mass are: 
The “INTROIT”: The Introit is the gathering, or “introductory” chant of the Mass, bringing us into the  celebration of the Sacred Mysteries. The voices of the choir 
unite, beginning “a unification of the faithful that will deepen gradually during the course of the celebration”5. As one author explains, the purpose of the Introit 
is contemplative. It “ushers the soul into the mystery of the day not by explaining it, but by opening the Mass with a word uttered from above.  The text of the 
Introit signifies that, in every celebration, the initiative is divine, not human”6. Musically, the Introit is one of the simplest chants among the Mass propers.   
The “GRADUAL” or the “RESPONSORIAL PSALM”: The “Gradual” is a chant between readings, named symbolically for the “gradual” ascent of the stairs of the holy 
place unto the altar of God as the Liturgy progresses, and also because a cantor would sing it standing on a step leading toward the ambo. In the beginning of 
our tradition, this chant was something of a “responsorial psalm”, which was progressively shortened over time. By the 5th or 6th century, this relatively short 
verse was musically elaborated and thus sung by a skilled soloist or a small group called a schola. It had remained this way until the liturgical changes of the 
new Roman Missal in 1970’s when an attempt was made to return to the more ancient responsorial psalm7, which is now sung alternately by cantor and choir. 
The purpose of the Gradual is meditative: through the “melismatic” (i.e. elaborate, elongated, and beautiful) singing of a relatively short psalm verse, the 
contemplative nature of the Liturgy comes alive and the reading just proclaimed rests more deeply in the mind and heart.    
The “ALLELUIA”8: The Alleluia is a great cry of acclamation in preparation for the reading of the Holy Gospel. This is also traditionally a melismatic chant, its 
complexity serving to accentuate the profound mystery of the Word to be proclaimed. The verse is generally sung by a soloist or schola, while the faithful may 
participate in the singing of the “Alleluia” itself.   
The “OFFERTORY”9: As the sacred gifts are being brought forward, prepared, and incensed, and God’s people are prayerfully preparing for the offering of the 
Holy Sacrifice, the Offertory chant accompanies these solemn rites. The offertory is a plaintive and elaborate chant, though generally brief in its verbal content, 
and is generally sung by a soloist or the schola alone due to its complexity.    
The “COMMUNION”: This chant, simple in its structure, accompanies the reception of Jesus in Holy Communion. It often thematically ties in the Liturgy of the 
Word with the Liturgy of the Eucharist, and is generally memorable and accessible enough that all may participate in the frequent repetition of the antiphon (the 
short scriptural phrase that is repeated between longer verses).   
Integrity and unity in the Roman Liturgy: Singing the Mass vs. Singing at Mass 
The Propers of the Mass can of course be spoken rather than sung. This is, after all, the tradition of the “Low Mass”. However, the more ancient practice and 
ideal has always been and remains that the propers be sung. As Bishop Marc Aillet writes, “There is nothing ideological or nostalgic in a preference for Latin 
and Gregorian Chant”10, for beauty is not an ideology or a “camp”, but rather a universal experience of that which speaks to the heart and leads the mind 
toward truth. A preference for the chant is also an exercise of the most important of virtues in the spiritual life: humility. I receive what God seeks to give me 
through Mother Church and the tradition of our Fathers, rather than opting for a fabrication based on varying whims and changing tastes. In humble reception 
of tradition (“traditio” being that which is handed over and received in turn as a living gift), my spiritual life deepens, my heart expands, and I see and 
experience God in profound and often powerful ways. When we do this, we begin to see that there is a real difference between singing “at” Mass—which is 
what we do through the use of popular hymns—and singing the Mass itself, which is what we do when we sing and listen to the Propers of the Mass as the 
Church provides them. It is the latter which is the organic and living experience of a Tradition which will not disappoint in its capacity to touch the soul as it 
inspires to conversion.  
1. The Roman Missal is the book containing the prayers of each Holy Mass. Before the “New Mass” of 1970, all of the Propers were found in the Roman Missal. Now, it is necessary 

to look at all three of the sources mentioned above in order to access them.   
2. The Lectionary is the collection of readings for each Holy Mass.  
3. The Graduale Romanum is a compilation of the propers of the Mass in Latin with Gregorian Chant settings published by the monastery of Solesmes in France.  
4. cf. S. WEBER, “Singing the Propers of the Mass: A School of Christian Prayer”, an essay sent to me by Father Weber in September 2015, for which I am deeply grateful, and to 

which I owe much of the “spirit” of these current reflections.  
5. D. SAULNIER, Gregorian Chant: A Guide, Solesmes, 2003, 75.  
6. M. KIRBY, “The Propers of the Mass, Then and Now”, essay delivered in 2011 at a Liturgical Symposium in Phoenix, AZ.  
7. It should be noted that while ancient fathers such as Leo the Great and Augustine do speak of the Responsorial Psalm, we actually do not know exactly how the Responsorial 

Psalm was sung; our laudable modern attempts are at best an estimated reconstruction, and the fully chanted Gradual in Latin remains the ideal. Cf. W. MAHRT, “The Gradual and 
the Responsorial Psalm”, essay written in July, 2010.  

8. in the Lenten season, there is no Alleluia, but rather a tract or a “gospel acclamation” which serves a similar purpose of preparation, although distinguished by sorrowful 
compunction.  

9. The Offertory verse was inexplicably removed from the post-Conciliar Roman Missal. Thankfully, the monastery of Solesmes has included it in their Graduale Romanum, thus 
allowing it to be restored to use in the new liturgy. Along these lines, the current Prefect of the Congregation of Divine Worship, Cardinal Robert Sarah, has recently suggested the 
re-inclusion of the ancient Offertory prayers which were jettisoned with introduction of the new Roman Missal. Cf. R. SARAH, “The Silent Action of the Heart” in L’Osservatore 
Romano, June 12, 2015, in which His Eminence writes, “It would also be desirable that the Penitential Rite and the Offertory of the “usus antiquior” be inserted as an enclosure in 
the next edition of the Missal with the aim of stressing that the two liturgical reforms illuminate one another, in continuity and with no opposition”.  

10. M. AILLET, The Old Mass and the New, Ignatius, San Francisco 2010, 33.                          continued on pg. 3 
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“Active Participation”: A Harmony of Roles 
A strong principle of the Vatican II directives on Liturgical reform was that the faithful attending the Sacred Liturgy should be deeply involved in their presence 
and prayer of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The term used to describe this involvement—“participatio actuosa”—is most commonly translated as “active 
participation”; a fair enough translation, but perhaps not as nuanced or full as it might be. This phrase has been a part of our tradition for over one hundred 
years, first through the instruction of Pope St. Pius X11, later through Venerable Pius XII12, and most recently and recognizably by the 2nd Vatican Council13. 
What our Holy Fathers and the Council Fathers likely did not intend is that the participation be so much “active” as we understand the word today, as much as 
engaged, according to roles which are equal in dignity but different in their expression. This engagement is expressed in a common unity of heart, mind, and 
body at prayer, as we say or sing the parts of the Mass which are proper to us, allowing the choir, cantors, lectors, and priest to attend to those parts that are 
specially suited for them14.   
In other words, everybody is not supposed to say or sing everything. If and when that happens in the Sacred Liturgy, what is “special” is no longer such, and 
the beauty that God intends for His Holy Sacrifice is obscured, much in the same way that if every flower were a rose, a garden would lose that splendorous 
variety which is so much a part of beauty’s expression15. Benedict XVI (writing as a Cardinal) stated this artfully, writing that   

there are a good number of people who can sing better ‘with the heart’ than ‘with their mouths’, but their hearts are really stimulated to sing through 
the singing of those who have the gift of singing ‘with their mouths’. It is as if they themselves actually sing in the others; thankful listening is united 
with the voices of the singers in the one worship of God16.   

The Teaching of the Church 
Our Church teaches that “Music and singing, which express the soul of people, have pride of place in the liturgy. And so singing must be promoted, in the first 
place singing the liturgical text, so that the voices of the faithful may be heard in the liturgical actions themselves”17.  Many years before this, Pope Pius XI had 
taught that “...it is very necessary that the faithful attend the sacred ceremonies not as if they were outsiders or mute onlookers, but let them fully appreciate 
the beauty of the liturgy and take part in the sacred ceremonies, alternating their voices with the priest and the choir”18. According to their harmony of roles 
and capacities, “...if those present are well trained in Gregorian chant, they can sing the parts of the Proper of the Mass”19. And if they are not (yet), while 
singing not may be their particular gift, praying and being fully present with engaged mind and heart certainly is and can be; and no matter what we “do”, 
“say”, or “sing”, during the Sacred Liturgy, this receptive and contemplative presence is the first and most primary “active participation” for all of us. As the 
Congregation for Divine Worship shares with us, “...it does not follow that everyone must necessarily have something concrete to do beyond the actions and 
gestures”20, for the greatest and most active “gesture” of the Christian faithful at the Sacred Liturgy is a heart alive with prayer.   
Conclusion 
Benedict XVI was ever fond of emphasizing that Tradition is not static and dead. Tradition is alive, flowing like a river from the mystery of Christ Himself21. 
Perhaps this is what brought our Pope Emeritus to say, “I am convinced that the crisis we are going through in the Church today is largely based on the 
disintegration of the liturgy”22. If we treat the Sacred Liturgy as manipulable, rather than that living presence of Christ’s dying and rising which is meant to 
change us, we do indeed contribute to the Liturgy’s “disintegration”, and to the misapprehension of Christ’s gift of redemption. But if we receive the Sacred 
Liturgy as a gift of Tradition, acting as its humble stewards, then there is no limit to what God can do with our lives.   
I end these reflections with a poignant and prophetic quote from Thomas Merton, one of the most known voices of the modern Church. Grasping the 
inestimable gift of the Church’s liturgical, musical, and linguistic tradition, and apprehending the incalculable loss of letting it slip away, Merton wrote:   

This is what I think about the Latin and the chant: They are masterpieces, which offer us an irreplaceable monastic and Christian experience. They 
have a force, an energy, a depth without equal. All the proposed English offices are very much impoverished in comparison...But I must add 
something more serious. As you know, I have many friends in the world who are artists, poets, authors, editors, etc. Now they are well able to 
appreciate our chant and even our Latin. But they are all, without exception, scandalized and grieved when I tell them that probably this Office, this 
Mass will no longer be here in ten years. And that is the worst. The monks cannot understand this treasure they possess, and they throw it out to 
look for something else, when seculars, who for the most part are not even Christians, are able to love this incomparable art23.  

We need not—we must not—let what is ours slip away. What is ours is beautiful and calls out to be embraced.   
Father Cassian 
Associate Pastor  
11. PIUS X, Instruction Tra le Sollecitudini, Nov. 22, 1903.   
12. PIUS XII, Encyclical  Mediator Dei, Nov. 20. 1947, #78. 
13. VATICAN COUNCIL II, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, Dec. 4, 1963, #14.  
14. S. CORDILEONE, Foreward in S. WEBER, The Proper of the Mass for Sundays and Solemnities, Ignatius, San Francisco 2015, xi.  
15. cf. THÉRÈSE DE LISIEUX, Autobiography.  
16. J. RATZINGER, The Feast of Faith, trans. G. HARRISON, Ignatius, San Francisco 1986, 124, in AILLET, The Old Mass and the New, 57.  
17. CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP AND THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAMENTS, Instruction Varietates Legitimae: Fourth Instruction for the Right Application of the Conciliar 

Constitution on the Liturgy (Nos. 37-40), March 29, 1994, #40 (emphasis added). We read more specifically in the GENERAL INSTRUCTION OF THE ROMAN MISSAL, This [entrance, 
offertory, or communion] chant is sung alternately by the choir and the people or similarly by a cantor and the people, or entirely by the people, or by the choir alone. In the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, there are four options for the Entrance Chant: [the first of which is to sing] the antiphon from the Missal or the antiphon with its Psalm 
from the Graduale Romanum, as set to music there or in another setting (#48).  

18. PIUS XI, Apostolic Constitution Divini Cultus, Dec. 20, 1928, #9.  
19. SACRED CONGREGATION OF RITES De Musica Sacra et Sacra Liturgia, Sep. 3, 1958, #5 
20. CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP AND THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAMENTS, Instruction Redemptionis Sacramentum, April 23, 2004, #40.  
21. BENEDICT XVI, General Audiences of May 3 and May 10, 2006, as referenced in AILLET, The Old Mass and the New, 33. 
22. RATZINGER, Milestones: Memoirs 1927 – 1977, Ignatius Press, San Francisco 1998, as referenced in in AILLET, The Old Mass and the New, 46. 
23. T. MERTON, in a letter to Dom Ignace Gillet, Abbot General of the Cistercians of the Strict Observance, 1964.  
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Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for all of the sick of our community , that they may 
find healing and comfort in Christ, especially: 

Jacqueline Velazquez 
Julio Arroyo 

Antoinette Onorato -
Uthoff 

Rose Regan 
Jackie Carrolle  

Martin 
Paul Kaezavich 
Michael Chavez 
Elizabeth Avila 

Mary Lou Sweida 
Rita Madigan  

Cynthia D’Acquisto 
Albert Cvitanovich 

Ann Wise 
Paula Karli 

Alfredo Maldonado 
Ivana Parisi (baby) 

Raymond Avila 
Maria A. L.  

Dustin Varela 
Lydia Faria 

Vincent Kordich, Jr.  
Mary Amalfitano 

The Anderson  
Family 

Geri Mariani 
Nancy Hall  
Pete Avila 

Nany Lo Grande  
Famayoa 

Anabella Gonzales 
Daniel Horeczko 

Patrick Huey 
Ivana Parisi (baby) 

*Names stay on the sick list for 3 weeks, if you would like them 
to continue please call the parish office to have the name added 
again. Please notify us of any changes.  

Stained Glass Window Protection 

The Knights of Columbus, San Pedro Angel Gate 
Council 1740, will host their annual Columbus 
Day Dinner Dance on Saturday, October 10th, 
2015 at 6:00 p.m. Dancing music provided by: 
D.D. Nick Vilicich D.J. Menu to include: pasta, 

chicken parmigiana, salad, bread, dessert and drinks. Proceeds 
will go to the Knights of Columbus charity funds.   
The Dinner Dance will be held in our Parish Auditorium with a 
donation of $20 per adult and children (12 years and under) 
$5.00. Tickets on sale in the Parish Office (870 W. 8th St. 
90731) Raffle prize includes: 50/50 and a special raffle prize. 
For tickers, please contact SK Tony DeGirolamo at (310) 519-
8885, SK mark Rollice at (310) 980-0765 or SK Phillip 
Sandoval at (310) 833-0644.   
Tickets courtesy of Johnny’s Auto Clinic - 717 W. Capitol Dr., 
San Pedro, CA (310) 521-0330, John DG, member of the K of C.   

Weekly Holy Hour  

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father 

Children’s Liturgy  

We’d like to thank all those who 
have graciously and generously 
donated towards our Stained Glass 
Window Protection project! Small 

windows cost $2,000 and larger windows cost $4,000 to keep 
safe. Whoever would like to donate in helping maintain our 
church stained glass windows safe for future generations, please 
contact Josephine Frka at (310) 833-3541. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.    

 
Vince Grammatico 

 
Angelo Amalfitano 

K of C - Columbus Day Dinner Dance 

33rd Annual Red Mass 

“In order to convert America and save the World 
what we need is for every parish to come before 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacraments in Holy Hour of 
prayer.” ~Blessed Mother Teresa.  
Every Wednesday there is a Holy Hour in the church 
from 6-7 pm. Within the hour, there is a rosary with 
beautiful reflections, time for silent reflection, and the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy, concluding with Benediction. Please come and 
spend 1 hour with Jesus. This is a special time of abundant 
blessings for all!  

UNIVERSAL: Opportunities for the Young: That 
opportunities for education and employment may increase for all 
young people.   
EVANGELIZATION: Catechists: That Catechists may give 
witness by living in a way consistent with the faith they 
proclaim.   

St. Anne Society Fundraiser  

In Memoriam 

The Children’s Liturgy will begin this 
Sunday, October 4th at the 9 am Mass.  
 
All children ages 5 years old and up are 
welcomed to attend!  

The 33rd Annual Red Mass will be on Tuesday, October 20th at 
5:30 pm @ the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels (555 W. 
Temple St., LA). The Red Mass is an ecumenical celebration 
sponsored by the St. Thomas Moore Society honoring public 
officials. Bishop Edward W. Clark will be the celebrant.  
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Please pray for those who have gone before us. May they rest 
in peace. 

Please join the St. Anne Society for an 
Evening of Fun. Help raise money for 
their society activities, such as 
scholarship fund. Hot dogs, drinks, 

desserts and lost of Bingo Fun! October 14th at 6 pm in the 
Knights of Columbus Room! Please RSVP to Carol Lauro at 
(310) 614-6347.  



Free Citizenship & Fee Waiver Assistance 

Christian Care International Brunch  

I.C.F. Las Vegas Trip  

A number of adults have been gathering for the past 
three weeks to learn more about the Catholic faith 
in preparation for full initiation into the Catholic 
Church at Easter time. Some of them will be 
baptized for the first time and also receive the 
sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation, while 

others who have been baptized already will make a profession of 
faith in the Catholic Church and receive the sacraments of 
Eucharist and Confirmation.   
If you are unbaptized or have been baptized in another faith and 
you wish to join us, you may still do so by calling Sister Mary at 
(310) 833-3541 ext. 222.   

Annual Memorial Mass 

Did You Know? Catholic Charities of Los Angeles 
would like to share with our Parish 
community the opportunity to attend a 
FREE citizenship workshop on 
Saturday, October 17th from 9 am - 3 
pm at St. Matthias Church (3095 E. 

Florence Ave, Huntington Park, 90255). For more information, 
please contact (213) 251-3500 or email at 
Info@CatholicCharitiesLA.org. Limited to first 150 people. 

Sacraments for Adults 
Mary Star Neighborhood Watch  

Teach your children how to handle bullies: Many schools have 
started initiatives focused on eliminating bullying, and teaching 
kids how to be kind to each other and learn together. At home, 
you can show your children how to defend themselves, friends or 
classmates with firm, polite statements, if others are teasing them. 
Talk with your kids about bullying - what’s happening, who’s 
doing it, and how to stop it. For more information on bullying 
and in-school conflicts, visit http://kidshealth.org/parent/
emotions/feelings/bullies.html.     

Join us for the Christian Care 
International Brunch on 
Sunday, November 1st in the 
Parish Auditorium from 8 am 
- 12 Noon!   
Food from around the world 
and hometown favorites will 
be prepared and served by 
members of the organizations, 

societies and friends within the Mary Star community!   
Made to order omelets, waffled, local specialties, homemade 
breads and muffins, yummy desserts!   
Adults: $12.00 Children (under 12 years): $7.00  

All proceeds benefit the Christian Care programs to assist 
hungry families in our community.  

The Italian Catholic Federation is having a 
fundraiser with two night, three days trip to Las 
Vegas on Sunday, November 8-10, 2015 at 
Treasure Island Hotel. Price $150.00 per person 
for double occupancy. $205.00 for single 
occupancy. I.C.F. members will receive $5.00 discount. For 
reservations, please call Pauline Iacono at (310) 832-0563.   

Lectio Divina  
Join Sr. Loretto for Lectio Divina  the first Tuesday of every 
month 9 a.m.—10 a.m. in the Convent Chapel. Lectio Divina is 
the reflective praying of Scripture. All are welcome. 

Thank You from the Filipino Community  
The Filipino Community wishes to extend 
their resounding THANKS to our Pastor, 
Fr. Harrigan and Fr. Freddie, our 
parishioners, all participating 
ministries, our fiesta queen, Allison Castagnola, Jelil and choir 
(music from heaven) and everyone else who had anything to do 
with bringing our beautiful feast day Mass of San Lorenzo Ruiz 
to fruition. Also, a great big THANK YOU to all of you who 
brought the delicious food to the reception. God Bless!  
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Your neighborhood has started a Neighborhood 
Watch in partnership with LAPD Harbor Division.  
° Be apart of a network of neighbors looking out 

for the safety of each other. 
° Increase your sense of community and get to 

know your neighbors. 
° Participate in Neighborhood Watch meetings with your 

neighbors and with the Senior Lead Officer from LAPD and 
get the FACTS. 

° Get cyber watch emails with updates about the 
neighborhood. 

° Free Utilitarian Lighting on streets that need it 
° Neighborhood Watch Street Signage and funding needed  
LAPD escorted Flash Light Walk to follow the meeting, around 
Mary Star. Next Meeting Wednesday October 14th 6:30-
7:30PM in the Mary Star of the Sea Parish Round Room  
Interested in participating? Contact Captain: Gabrielle 
DeBernadetto @ 323.449.2006 or 
MaryStarNeighborhoodWatch@aol.com.      

We invite Family members and friends to join in 
celebrating a special Memorial Mass, Saturday 
Nov. 7th at 5:15 pm, honoring all who have 
died. We especially honor those loved ones who 
were buried from Mary Star between 11/01/2014 
- 10/31/ 2015.  Their names will be written on a 
scroll and placed in the Sanctuary symbolizing 

the mutual love that continues to grow between us and those 
who have entered the joy of heaven. We invite those who wish 
to bring flowers of any color, who can then place on the altar 
and be part of the procession. If you have any co-ncerns or 
comments, please contact Maria Palacios at (310) 833-3541 ext. 
201. Keep the families and loved ones in your prayers.  

For those unable to attend Sunday Mass, Heart of the Nation offers 
a television Mass at 9:00 a.m. on Channel 19 for beach cities  in 
Time Warner Cable.   



   FFFAITHAITHAITH   FFFORMATIONORMATIONORMATION   

NEWS:                                                                                                
 Confirmation Registration is now 

OPEN! 
 All high-school aged teens should 

register  
 Please register ASAP to secure your spot  
 Registration forms are available in the back of the 

church or available online at www.MaryStar.org 
 Please turn them into the main Rectory Office of 

the Youth Ministry Office.    
Join us for our LIFE NIGHTS on Sundays after the 5:00 

PM LIFE TEEN Mass 
 

 Oct. 4th: How to Dress to Profess!  
 Oct. 11th: Movie Night  
 October 18th: Deal Theologians Society  
 Oct. 25: Hang out / Homework Help Night  
 Nov. 1st: Dead Theologians Society Presents: All 

Saints  
 Nov. 8th: Believe it...or Not! Issue of Atheism      

6                                                                                                                                                                                       October 04, 2015 

CELEBRATE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
WELCOME to all who are committing themselves to religious 
formation.  We are a team of devoted catechists who strive to 
help families establish a firm faith foundation for the children of 
our parish by introducing them to the wonders of God's Word, 
by preparing them to receive the sacraments of Initiation, and by 
furthering their education in our Catholic faith.  We have been 
blessed and commissioned for our ministry.  
 
RITE OF ENROLMENT  
The Rite of Enrolment for PARENTS and CHILDREN who are 
in their second year of preparation for First Communion will 
take place on MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 at 7:00 pm in church.  
 
We are also committed to ADULT FORMATION.  
Adult Confirmation Sessions:     If you have never been 
confirmed we will be offering sessions to prepare for the 
sacrament of Confirmation beginning in October.  Call to 
reserve a place.  
 
If you need further information on any of the above programs 
please call Sister Mary or Lorena at 310-833-3641 ext. 221, 222 

BAPTISMS 
We welcome infants and young children to the Sacrament 
of Baptism.  Visit the parish office for a Baptism 
Information package and to schedule an appointment.  
 
We ask parents, when coming to register for infant 
Baptism, to please bring the baby’s birth certificate. 
Please check our website for necessary information to be 
brought to the interview for scheduling a Baptism. 

A Message from the Perpetual Adoration Coordinator 

““Silence exists so that we might speak to God.  And it is in 
silence that God communicates His graces to us.” ~St. Vincent 
dePaul. I am in need of help in the Chapel on Sundays to fill the 
hours listed below. Due to circumstances in the Adorers lives, 
these hours are now open. Please help if you can or pass the word 
on to someone who may be interested.  

Sunday: 3-4 am / 6-7 am / 2-3 pm  
Heavenly Father, let us set aside a few silent moments each day 
for thinking about You and speaking with You. I can be reached 
at 310/548-1693.  Thank you, Barbara West/Coordinator”  
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Mary Star of the Sea High School proudly presents 
“A Tale as Old as Time” 

Homecoming 2015 
 HOMECOMING 2015! October 5th through October 10th. Check 
the school web site for details. Alumni and parents are welcome to 
join us during our Pep Rally on Friday, October 9th at 1:30 p.m. in 
the gym and at the game that evening at Daniels Field at 7 p.m. 
 All 8th Graders… You are Invited!! All 8th graders are encouraged 
to join us during our Homecoming festivities on Friday October 9 
between 12:00p.m. – 2:20 p.m. Pep Rally will begin at 1:30 p.m.  

Friday, October 9, 2015 
12:00 PM – 2:20 PM 

Pizza Lunch, Campus Tour 
High School Information 

Prizes! Free Admission Ticket to 
Homecoming Football Game!  

For more information please contact your elementary school 8th grade 
teacher or 

Mary Star of the Sea High School Office at 310-547-1138  
 We honor the Class of 2016 with our annual Senior Color Day 

Mass on Friday, October 23rd in the gym starting at 10:30 a.m. 
 Parents, Students, Alumni and Parishioners! All are welcome to 

partake in the High School’s Fall Blood Drive to give the gift of 
life! The drive will be held on Tuesday, October 27th from 8:30 
a.m. until 2:30 p.m. in the gym. Parishioners and Alumni may 
contact the main office at 310-547-1138 to arrange an appointment 
time. Students age 17 and up, or age 16 with parental consent are 
also eligible. Parents and students will receive 5 service hours for 
donating blood. We hope to exceed our donation of last year - 60 
pints of blood. Be the one to save a life...GIVE! 
 Congratulations to Dr. Dever and the MSHS Columbian Squires 

(Angels Gate Circle 874) for receiving the Brother Barnabas Award 
for the 2014-15 year.  Angel’s Gate Circle #874 is comprised 
mostly of Mary Star of the Sea High School students. It was one of 
only 25 Circles in the entire United States to receive this award 
given for conducting an outstanding set of programs this past year. 
The award is named in memory of the founder of the Columbian 
Squires, religious Brother Barnabas, who established the Squires to 
guide Catholic young men in faith and service. A commemorative 
plaque will be hung in room 108. 
 Seniors: Start thinking about your college applications now!  There 

are a number of college representatives who will be on campus this 
Fall. Please check the Counseling page for dates and times, and see 
Ms. Pichler to reserve your spot at these informational meetings. 
 The Dollar-a-Day "Phone-A-Thon" is back! Please support this 

important endeavor to raise funds for the school. We heartily thank 
those who have participated in the past and hope more will join us 
this year. Students will meet each Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. in 
the faculty room to make phone calls asking potential donors to 
contribute to our "Dollar-A-Day" Development Drive. Parents 
interested in providing assistance can contact the Development 
Office: 310-833-3861 or development@marystarhigh.com. Thank 
you! 
 Parents, do you need Volunteer hours?  There are many ways to get 

involved with SCRIP, football season and Homecoming. Check the 
handbook calendar and school website for opportunities or call Ms. 
Margie DiBernardo in the main office, 310-547-1138. 

Dear Mary Star Parishioners,  
MSSE 2015-2016: Annual Elementary 
School Appeal:   
  This year your generosity will fund: 

School Capital Improvement Program / 
Wish List 
Primary Computer Lab 
Renovate Downstairs Boys’ Restroom 
Hardwiring for Internet Service 
Paint the outside breezeway  

Envelopes are in the pews and I thank you for your gift!  
SCHOOL STUDENT NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY  
The school, mindful of its mission to be a witness to the love of 
Christ for all, admits students regardless of race, color or 
national and/or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs 
and activities generally accorded or made available to students 
at the school.   
The school does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
disability, medical condition, sex or national and/or ethnic 
origin in the administration of educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other 
school-administered programs, although certain athletic 
leagues and other programs may limit participation and some 
archdiocesan schools operate as single sex schools.   
While the school does not discriminate against students with 
special needs, a full range of services may not always be 
available to them. Decisions concerning the admission and 
continued enrollment of a student in the school are based upon 
the student’s emotional, academic and physical abilities and 
the resources available to the school in meeting the student’s 
needs. 
 
God Bless You, 
Noreen Maricich 
Principal 

Registration is now full & CLOSED for the 2015-2016. 
Registration is now OPEN for the 2016-2017 school year for 3-5 
year olds who are fully pottie trained. Our preschool program is 
year round, part– and full– time. Come over and take a tour! No 
appointments necessary!    
We have a safe environment with qualified, caring teachers who 
instruct faith development and age appropriate hands-on activities 
in Creative Art, Kindergarten Readiness, Math Concepts, Science 
Exploration, Multicultural Exposure, Music/Movement 
Activities, Dramatic Play, Outdoor Activities and Character 
Development.   
For more information about our preschool program, please call 
(310) 833-3541 Ext. 228 and ask for Beth Castagnola (Director)  
email @ MaryStarPreschool@gmail.com or visit: 
www.MaryStarElementary.com/page.php?p=46   



  
      
Saturday,                                                       October 03, 2015  
8:00 a.m.—      Toni & Rita Joncic by Stanojevich Family †  
5:15 p.m.—      Vincenzo & Maria Di Leva  
         by Salvatore & Nicolina Mattera †  
Sunday,                                                               October 04, 2015       
7:30 a.m.—       Giorgio Oliveri by Caterina Oliveri † 
9:00 a.m.—       For All Parishioners of Mary Star 
10:30 a.m.—     Lauro Palacios by Palacios Family † 
12:00 p.m.—     Anna Wolff by Robert Wolff  †  
1:30 p.m.—       Frane & Danica Krstic by daughter, Mirella  †  
5:00 p.m.—       Pete Mardesich by wife, Victoria †  
6:30 p.m.—       Vincenza Camello  
         by Francesco & Giuseppina Iovena  †   
Monday,                                                     October 05, 2015  
8:00 a.m.—     Francesco, Flora & Erminie Caruso by Joe & Tina †  
5:15 p.m.—     Mate & Marijo Bozulic  
         by Anka, Mario Fizulich & Family †    
Tuesday,                                                          October 06, 2015 
8:00 a.m.—     Peter Lam by Kenneth Auyeng †  
5:15 p.m.—     Perina Vitalich by Nick & Ina Reskusich & Family †     
Wednesday,                                                 October 07, 2015  
8:00 a.m.—      Slavo Stanojevich by sister-in-law †  
5:15 p.m.—     Stosija & Jgnacijo Stame  
         by daughter-in-law, Mira & Family †                            
Thursday,                                                  October 08, 2015  
8:00 a.m.—     Ray Elmera by Irma Camarillo   
5:15 p.m.—     Stosija & Jgnacijo Stame  
         by daughter-in-law, Mira & Family †  
Friday,                                                   October 09, 2015      
8:00 a.m.—    Shannon Family by Annette Shannon-Batinovich †  
5:15 p.m.—     Mildred Pericich by Silvia & Ana †   
Saturday,                                                       October 10, 2015  
8:00 a.m.—      Giambattista & Giovanna Perone  
         by Tino & Linda Perone †  
5:15 p.m.—      Bob & Zorka Dragovich  
         by daughter, Rosa & Family †  
Sunday,                                                               October 11, 2015       
7:30 a.m.—       Andrew & Katie Mardesich by grandchild, Andrea† 
9:00 a.m.—       For All Parishioners of Mary Star 
10:30 a.m.—     Ralph D’Iorio by sisters & family † 
12:00 p.m.—     Anka Jidovic by L. Bozac †  
1:30 p.m.—       Nono Ivo & Nona Zorica  
         by Ante Ivcevic & Family †  
5:00 p.m.—       Luis Arguello by Corinne Pugliese †  
6:30 p.m.—       Antonio Gioiello by wife & family †  
 

† = deceased 
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Saturday,                                                        October 03, 2015 
8:30 a.m.—St. Vincent de Paul Craft Fair—AUD 
8:45 a.m.—Families of Nazareth Movement—MGPC Chapel 
9:00 a.m.—Religious Education—MSB 111-218 
6:30 p.m.—Hispanic Group - Prayer & Praise—MSB 111   
Sunday,                                                           October 04, 2015 
1:00 p.m.—Filipino Meeting—MGPC Long Room  
2:30 p.m.—Croatian Catholic Family Guild Mtg.—MGPC R/R   
Monday,                                                        October 05, 2015  
8:00 a.m.—MSSE Blessing of the Animals—MSSE 
6:30 p.m.—Croatian Choir Practice—Church  
7:00 p.m.—Guadalupano Group Mtg.—MSB 111 
7:00 p.m.—St. Anne Mtg.—MGPC Long Room    
Tuesday,                                                          October 06, 2015   
8:00 a.m.—Lectio Divina—MGPC Chapel  
5:45 p.m.—Perpetual Adoration Devotion—Church  
7:00 p.m.—Knights of Columbus Mtg.—K of C 
7:30 p.m.—Prayer Group—MGPC Chapel    
Wednesday,                                               October 07, 2015  
4:00 p.m.—Religious Education—MSB 111-218 
5:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts Pack 1203—MSB 215-217 
5:45 p.m.—Perpetual Adoration Devotion—Church  
7:00 p.m.—Al Anon Grp.—MGPC Long Room  
7:00 p.m.—Club Trappeto Board Meeting—K of C 
7:00 p.m.—Hispanic Grp. Mtg. / Rehearsal—MSB 111/215 
7:00 p.m.—Velike Gospe Meeting—MGPC Long Room    
Thursday,                                                    October 08, 2015 
9:00 a.m.—Bible Study—MGPC Round Room   
6:00 p.m.—Croatian Cuisine—MGPC Kitchen  
7:00 p.m.—Bible Study (Fred Krause)—MGPC Chapel  
7:00 p.m.—Croatian School—MSB 216-218 
7:00 p.m.—Hispanic Group—Bible Institute—MSB 111 
7:00 p.m.—RCIA Session—K of C    
Friday,                                                        October 09, 2015   
5:45 p.m.—Perpetual Adoration Devotion—Church   
7:00 p.m.—Croatian Catholic Guild Rosary—MGPC Chapel    
Saturday,                                                        October 10, 2015 
8:45 a.m.—Families of Nazareth Movement—MGPC Chapel 
9:00 a.m.—Religious Education—MSB 111-218 
4:00 p.m.—Maritime Meeting—MGPC Round Room  
5:15 p.m.—K of C Dinner Dance—AUD 
6:30 p.m.—Hispanic Group - Prayer & Praise—MSB 111   
Sunday,                                                           October 11, 2015 
8:30 a.m.—Daughters of Isabella Bake Sale—Church Patio 
1:30 p.m.—Spanish Baptism Classes—MSB 111 
3:00 p.m.—English Baptisms—Church  
 
For a detailed map of our campus go to our website 
www.marystar.org and click on “About Our Church”  All Parish 
events must be approved by Maria C. Palacios, the Parish 
Secretary, before they appear in the bulletin. To add or change an 
event please call Maria at (310) 833-3541 ext 201 or email her at  
office@marystar.org. 
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Parish Office: (310) 833-3541 
Fax: (310) 833-9254  
office@marystar.org  
Business Administrator: Josephine Frka Ext: 205  
 
Parish Secretary: Maria C. Palacios Ext. 201 
  
Bulletin Editor: Vanessa A. Romo Ext: 203 
Bulletin Deadline: Saturday by 3 pm to bulletin@marystar.org 
 
Adult Initiation    
Sister Mary  (310) 833-3541   
Email: sistermary@marystar.org  
Christian Care 
(310) 548-1645 
853 W. 7th St., San Pedro 
 
Maritime Ministry 
Fr. Freddie Chua 
Ext. 208 
 
Mary Star of the Sea Elementary    
717 S. Cabrillo Ave.      
San Pedro, CA 90731     
(310) 831-0875 
Website: www.marystarelementary.com   
Principal: Noreen Maricich  
 
Youth Ministry & Confirmation    
George Vasquez Ext: 220     
Email: youthministry@marystar.org 
 

Mary Star of the Sea High School 
2500 N. Taper Ave  
San Pedro, CA 90731 
(310) 547-1138 
Website: www.marystarhigh.com   
Principal: Rita Dever  
 
Mary Star of the Sea High School Development Office 
(310) 833-3861 
Email: development@marystarhigh.com 
Email: alumnirelations@marystarhigh.com  
  
Music Ministry 
Jelil Romano Ext: 224  
   
Religious Education     
Sr. Mary Glynn , Carmen Garske  Ext: 222   
Email: religioused@marystar.org 
 
Sacristan & Altar Servers    
Nick Vilicich Ext: 225 
  
St. Vincent de Paul   
Celia Bremer Ext: 223  
    
Vocation Discernment 
Website: www.LAVocations.org 
(310) 833-3541   
Email: office@marystar.org  

 
 
Bible Study (mornings)  
Holly Oldenburg  
310-547-3507 
Gene Terrazas  
310-548-0255  
Croatian Catholic Family Guild 
Mario Juravich 
310-547-3870  
Croatian Choir 
Jospi Mardesic     
310-548-0450  
Daughters of Isabella  
Olga Cruz 
310-351-9535  
Divine Mercy Group 
Madelyn Walker      
Virginia Pagan 
310-872-8129  
Environment 
Lu Barbieri      
310-833-3541  
Families of Nazareth 
Holly Oldenburg  
310-547-3507  
Fiesta Committee 
Neal DiBernardo          
310-833-3541 ext. 203 
fiesta@marystar.org 
 

 
 
Filipino Community 
Danny Vinluan Eslava         
424-210-4450  
Guadalupanos 
Maricela Delgado      
424-263-1358  
Grupo de Oracion 
Amadeo Escobar       
323-841-4497  
Hispanic Group 
Jorge Malca       
424-224-0071  
Hospitality/Mary & Martha 
Josephine Frka      
310-833-3541  
Homebound Eucharistic Ministries 
Sister Ena Maguire, SJC 
310-834-5431  
Italian Catholic Federation Branch #115 
Neal DiLeva      
310-833-9444  
Knights of Columbus 
Nick Vilicich      
310-833-4537 
KofC1740.org  
Lectors—Ministry of the Word 
Rainee Handley 
310-567-5255 
Rainee883@aol.com 

 
 
Perpetual Adoration 
Barbara West      
310-548-1693  
Prayer Group 
Edna Gonzalez     
310-548-5053  
Respect Life 
Katie Clark     
310-514-1493  
St. Anne Altar Society 
Delight Hernandez       
310-831-6214  
St. Joseph Table 
Josephine Accetta      
310-519-0289  
San Pietro Society 
Grace Ciolino      
310-548-8447  
Club Trappetto  
Sal Cracchiolo 
310-548-1228  
Velike Gospe Society 
Dorothy Bonacich      
310-521-8606  
Virtus 
Nick Vilicich  
310-833-3541 ext. 225 
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