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Liturgical Notes 

The Octave Day of Christmas 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
We close out the Christmas octave—the eight days 
following the birth of Christ—with a day honoring 
Mary as the Mother of God. Take time to read 
about the Mother of God today.  

As the Mother 
of God, the Vir-
gin Mary has a 
unique position 
among the 
saints, indeed, 
among all crea-
tures. She is 
exalted, yet still 
one of us. 
Redeemed by 
reason of the 
merits of her 
Son and united 
to Him by a 
close and indis-
soluble tie, she 
is endowed with 
the high office 

and dignity of being the Mother of the Son of God, 
by which account she is also the beloved daughter 
of the Father and the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
Because of this gift of sublime grace she far sur-
passes all creatures, both in heaven and on earth. At 
the same time, however, because she belongs to the 
offspring of Adam she is one with all those who are 
to be saved.  (Lumen Gentium, no. 53) 
Mary embraces God's will and freely chooses to 
cooperate with God's grace, thereby fulfilling a 
crucial role in God's plan of salvation. Throughout 
the centuries, the Church has turned to the Blessed 
Virgin in order to come closer to Christ. Many 
forms of piety toward the Mother of God developed 
that help bring us closer to her Son. In these devo-
tions to Mary, "while the Mother is honored, the 
Son, through whom all things have their being and 
in whom it has pleased the Father that all fullness 
should dwell, is rightly known, loved and glorified 
and . . . all His commands are observed." The 
Church honors her as the Mother of God, looks to 
her as a model of perfect discipleship, and asks for 
her prayers to God on our behalf. 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-
and-devotions/mary/index.cfm 

How does our veneration of Mary and the 
saints relate to our worship of God? 
The honor we give to God alone is properly called 
adoration, the highest honor we can give. The hon-
or we give to Mary and the saints is called venera-
tion. Proper veneration of the saints does not inter-
fere with the worship due to God, but rather fosters 
it. "Our communion with those in heaven, provided 
that it is understood in the fuller light of faith ac-
cording to its genuine nature, in no way weakens, 
but conversely, more thoroughly enriches the 
latreutic worship we give to God the Father, 
through Christ, in the Spirit." With this understand-
ing, we see that proper veneration of Mary does not 
detract from worship of God. Even as the Mother 
of the Savior, Mary has a place that is in every way 
subordinate to and dependent upon that of her Son, 
who is the one mediator between God and humani-
ty. The maternal role that Mary fulfills toward us as 
Mother of the Church "in no wise obscures or di-
minishes this unique mediation of Christ, but rather 
shows His power." 
 
The Second Vatican Council explained very clearly 
that Mary can be said to fulfill a mediating role 
only in a secondary and derivative manner: 
For no creature could ever be counted as equal with 
the Incarnate Word and Redeemer. Just as the 
priesthood of Christ is shared in various ways both 
by the ministers and by the faithful, and as the one 
goodness of God is really communicated in differ-
ent ways to His creatures, so also the unique medi-
ation of the Redeemer does not exclude but rather 
gives rise to a manifold cooperation which is but a 
sharing in this one source. 
What Mary does for the salvation of the human 
family does not come from her own power, but 
from a gift of divine grace that is bestowed on her 
through her Son. All the salvific influence that she 
bestows on us is produced "not from some inner 
necessity, but from the divine pleasure. It flows 
forth from the superabundance of the merits of 
Christ, rests on His mediation, depends entirely on 
it and draws all its power from it."38 Mary in no 
way replaces Christ. Rather, her role is to bring us 
to Christ, as is illustrated in Mary's admonition at 
the wedding feast of Cana, "Do whatever he tells 
you" (Jn 2:5). Read more: http://www.usccb.org/
prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/mary/
frequently-asked-questions-about-blessed-virgin-
mary.cfm 
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ORIRI MARIA DI ASO NNE NKE 
CHUKWU, AFO NKE ABUO 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021 

 
EKPERE MMEGHE: 
Chineke puru ime ihe nile, I 
sitere n’afo ime nke Maria 
di aso, Nwanyi na-amaghi 
nwoke, bia nye uwa nzoputa 
ebighi ebi. Biko, mee ka 
ekpere ya baara anyi uru, ka 
anyi wee nwee ike inara 
Nwa Gi, Onye ndu si n’aka 
Ya biara anyi. Site n’On-
yenweanyi……..AMEN. 
 
IHE OGUGU NKE MBU:  
Onu ogugu 6:22-27 
Ihe ogugu e wetara n’Akwukwo nke Onu ogugu 
Dinwenu gwara Mosis si; ‘Lee ihe I ga-agwa Eron 
na umu ya: “Otu a ka unu ga-esi na-agozi umu 
Izrel. Gwa ha si: Ka Dinwenu gozie unu chegio-
dekwa unu. Ka ihe nke Dinwenu chakwasa unu; ka 
O nyekwa unu amara Ya. Ka Dinwenu chee unu 
ihu, biakwa wetara unu udo. “Otu a ka ha ga-esi 
kpodata aha M n’isi umu Izrel, ewere M gozie ha”. 
Okwu nke Oseburuwa       Ekene diri Chukwu 
 
ABUOMA NA AZIZA YA: 66:2-3,5,6,8,Az.2 
Aziza: Chineke, biko meere anyi ebere gozie anyi 
1. Chineke, biko, meere anyi ebere, gozie anyi 

meekwa ka ihe nke ihu Gi chakwasa anyi, ka e 
were mata uzo Gi n’uwa. Mba nile abiakwa 
nweta enyemaka nzoputa Gi.    Aziza. 

2. Ka mba nile nuria na-egorikwa n’ihi na I ji 
ikpe nkwumoto na-achi uwa, jirikwa ezi obi 
na-achi ndi mmadu. O bu Gi na-edu mba nile 
n’uwa.    Aziza.  

3. Dinwenu, ka ndi mmadu too Gi, ka mmadu 
nile nye Gi otito. Ka Chineke nogide na-enye 
anyi ngozi Ya ruo mgbe mba nile ga-aturu Ya 
egwu.    Aziza. 

 
IHE OGUGU NKE ABUO: Galeshia 4:4-7 
Ihe ogugu e wetara n’Akwukwo Ozi Pol di aso 
degaara ndi Galeshia 
Mgbe oge ahu a kara aka zuru, Chineke zitere Nwa 
Ya, Onye nwanyi muru; Onye a muru n’okpuru 
iwu, ka O wee gbaputa ndi no n’okpuru iwu, 
biakwa mee anyi ndi e jiri mere umu. Ihe na-agba 
akaebe na unu bu umu n’ezie, bu na Chineke zitere 

SOLEMNITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021 
Cycle: 2    YEAR: B 

 
OPENING PRAYER: 
O God, who through the fruitful 
virginity of Blessed Mary be-
stowed on the human race the 
grace of eternal salvation, grant, 
we pray, that we may experience 
the intercession of her, through 
whom we were found worthy to 
receive the author of life, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever..…...AMEN.  

 
FIRST READING:    Numbers 6:22-27  
A reading from the Book of Numbers 
The LORD said to Moses:   “Speak to Aaron and his 
sons and tell them:   This is how you shall bless the 
Israelites.  Say to them:  The LORD bless you and 
keep you!  The LORD let his face shine upon you, 
and be gracious to you!  The LORD look upon you 
kindly and give you peace! So shall they invoke my 
name upon the Israelites,  and I will bless them.” 
The word of the Lord.       R. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps.67:2-3,5,6, 8. 
R/.   May God bless us in his mercy. 
1. May God have pity on us and bless us; may he 

let his face shine upon us.  So may your way be 
known upon earth;  among all nations, your 
salvation.   R.  

2. May the nations be glad and exult because you 
rule the peoples in equity; the nations on the 
earth you guide.    R.  

3. May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the 
peoples praise you! May God bless us, and may 
all the ends of the earth fear him!  R.  

 
SECOND READING:  Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the 
Galatians: 
Brothers and sisters:  
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law,  to ran-
som those under the law,  so that we might receive 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/numbers/6:22
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/67:2
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Mmuo nke Nwa Ya n’ime obi anyi: o bu Mmuo ahu 
na-eti mkpu na-asi: “Abba! Nna!” O bu Ya na-eme 
ka I buru nwa n’ezie. I bukwaghi ohu ozo. Ebe Chi-
neke merela ka I buru nwa Ya, o putara na I bu-
rukwala onye ga-erite oke a na-ekenye umu. 
Okwu nke Oseburuwa       Ekene diri Chukwu 
 
ALELUYA:         Hib.1:1-2 
Aleluya, aleluya! N’oge gara aga. Chineke siri 
n’onu ndi amuma gwa nna nna anyi ha okwu. Ma 
n’oge ugbu a, O si n’onu Nwa Ya agwa anyi okwu. 
Aleluya! 
 
OZIOMA:        Luk 2:16-21 
Ihe ogugu nke a si n’Ozioma di aso nke Luk dere 
Ndi mche aturu ji oso na ije gawa Betlehem. Ha hu-
ru Maria na Josef na Nwata ahu ka O dina n’ihe e ji 
etinye nri anu ulo. Mgbe ha huru Nwata ahu, ndi 
nche aturu akokwa ozo ihe a gwara ha banyere Ya. 
Akuko ndi nche aturu turu onye o bula nuru ya n’an-
ya. Mana Maria chiiri okwu nile ndi a, wunye n’obi 
ya, na-atugharikwa ha n’obi ya. Mgbe ndi nche aturu 
na-alaghachi, ha na-aja Chineke mma, na-etokwa 
Ya, maka ihe nile ha nuru na ihe nile ha huru. Ihe ha 
huru bu kpomkwem ihe a gwara ha. 
N’ubochi nke asato ya, mgbe oge zuru maka ibi 
Nwata ahu ugwu, aha a guru Ya bu Jesu; nke bu aha 
Mmuo ozi nyere Ya tupu a di ime Ya. 
Ozioma nke Oseburuwa    Otito diri Gi, Kristi 
 
EKPERE NHUNYE: 
Chineke Nna anyi, ihe oma nile na-esite n’obi oma 
Gi ebido, na-enwetakwa idizu mma ha site na Gi. 
Ugbu a bu oge anyi ji onu eme emume Nne nke 
Chukwu di aso. Biko, mee ka otu a anyi si eto Gi na 
mbido nke nzoputa anyi, burukwa otu anyi ga-esi 
nuria nnukwu onu mgbe I ga-emezuru anyi ihe nile 
n’alaeze Gi. Site na Kristi Dinwenu anyi…AMEN. 
 
EKPERE A NATACHAA ORIRI NSO: 
Dinwenu, Nna di ebighi ebi, anyi ewerala anuri nata 
nri nke eluigwe. Anyi na-anuri ikwuputa na Maria, 
Nwanyi ahu na-amaghi nwoke ma otu , bu Nne nke 
Nwa Gi na Nne nke Nzuko. Biko, mee ka oriri nke a 
anyi natara duruo anyi n’anuri ebighi ebi. Site na 
Kristi Onyenweanyi……..AMEN.   

adoption as sons.  As proof that you are sons,  God 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,  crying 
out, “Abba, Father!”  So you are no longer a slave 
but a son,  and if a son then also an heir, through 
God. 
The Word of the Lord   R. Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL VERSE: 
Alleluia, Alleluia.  In the past God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets; in these last days, 
he has spoken to us through the Son. Alleluia, Al-
leluia.  
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 2:16-21 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke: 
The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 
manger.  When they saw this, they made known 
the message that had been told them about this 
child.  All who heard it were amazed by what had 
been told them by the shepherds.  And Mary kept 
all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.  
Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for all they had heard and seen, just as it 
had been told to them.  When eight days were 
completed for his circumcision, he was named 
Jesus, the name given him by the angel before he 
was conceived in the womb. 
The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, Lord,  
 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS:    
O God, who in your kindness begin all good things 
and bring them to fulfillment, grant to us, who find 
joy in the Solemnity of the holy Mother of God, 
that, just as  we glory in the beginning of your 
grace, so one day we may rejoice in its completion. 
Through Christ our Lord.......AMEN. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
We have received this heavenly Sacrament with 

joy, O Lord: Grant, we pray, that it may lead us to 

eternal life, for we rejoice to proclaim the blessed 

ever-Virgin Mary Mother of your Son and Mother 

of the Church. Through Christ our 

Lord…....AMEN. 

MASS INTENTIONS 12:00 Noon  
1. Petition for special intentions — by anonymous. 
2. God’s protection & blessings on Amuchie Fami-

ly – By The Amuchie Family 

E veryday,  as long as this “today” 
lasts, keep encouraging one   

         another.      — Heb. 3:13 
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REFLECTION: 
What's the significance of a name? Joseph and 
Mary gave the name Jesus because that is the name 
given by God's messenger before Jesus was con-
ceived. (Luke 1:31, Matthew 1:21). This name sig-
nifies Jesus' identity and his mission. In the birth 
and naming of this child we see the wondrous de-
sign and plan of God in giving us a Savior who 
would bring us grace (the gift of God's favor), mer-
cy, and freedom from the power of sin and the fear 
of death. The name Jesus signifies that the very 
name of God is present in the person of his Son 
who became man for our salvation. Peter the Apos-
tle exclaimed that there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be 
saved (Acts 2:12). In the name of Jesus demons 
flee, cripples walk, the blind see, the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised. His name is exalted far above 
every other name (Philippians 2:9-11). The name 
Jesus is at the heart of all Christian prayer. It is 
through and in Jesus that we pray to the Father in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Many Christians have 
died with one word on their lips, the name of Jesus. 
Do we exalt the name of Jesus and pray with confi-
dence in his name? HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and  
praising God for all  they had heard and seen  
…… Luke 2:16-21 

Safeguard The Children Jan. 2-3 
DID YOU KNOW? 
How the ADLA can help victim-survivors heal 
When the Vatican released the McCarrick Report 
late last year, many victim-survivors of sexual 
abuse may have been triggered by the revelations in 
the report and the repeated mention of it in the 
news and on social media. In the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles, the Office of Victims Assistance 
Ministry was created to provide a safe and compas-
sionate environment for victim-survivors who need 
to report abuse to be able to do so, and to re-
ceive assistance for healing. For more information 
about these resources, visit: https://lacatholics.org/
departments-ministries/protecting-children/. 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention 
for January 
For Human Fraternity 
May the Lord give us the grace to 
live in full fellowship with our 

brothers and sisters of other religions, praying 
for one another, open to all.  

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 
Sunday Collection —   $2637.00 
Christmas Day— $1424.00 

THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY  

Together in Mission 2020  As of 12/16/20 
Archdiocesan’s Parish Goal    $22,081.00 
Parishioner’s Pledged              $ 18,016.00      
Amount Received                     $16,047.88            

THIS WEEK AT ST. EUGENE 
Today:  HAPPY NEW YEAR:  
 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 
Masses – 8:00 a.m. (Bilingual)  
 10:00 a.m. (Eng)  & 12 Noon (Igbo)  
Sun:    The Epiphany of the Lord. 
Masses – 8:00 a.m. (Bilingual)  
 10:00 a.m. (Eng)  & 12 Noon (Igbo)  

Masses are in the Parking Lot 

MASS INTENTIONS 
12:00 noon Mass 
1. Thanksgiving  and petition for for protection 

&Guidance and a better 2021 — By  Ngozi 
Ogoke &Family 

2. Thanksgiving  and petition for God’s continued 
protection and family New Year intentions. — 
By Greg/Schola Ogomaka. 

3. Thanksgiving  and petition for wedding anniver-
sary intentions of Ugoo & Joy Egwumba. — By 
Greg/Schola Ogomaka. 

4. Thanksgiving  and petition for wedding anniver-
sary intentions of Nnamdi & Adaeze Emenogu. 
— By Greg/Schola Ogomaka. 

5. Thanksgiving  and petition for wedding anniver-
sary intentions of Jude & Uju Ohuche. — By 
Greg/Schola Ogomaka. 

Pray for our parishioners: 
Winston Burns, Jacquelyn Cathcart, Lillie Celes-
tine, Eldora Dixon, Theresa Ezeokoye, Ngozi Obi-
ka, Frances Johnson, Michele Johnson, daughter of 
Michael & Dorothy Johnson, Arlene Miller, Rita 
Palacio, Michael & Mark Smith, sons of Mary 
Hudson, James Spann, Barbara St. Julien 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2:16

