
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
October 20, 2021 

 
 
 

Present:  Helen B, Liz S, Lee M, Denise S, Colleen H, Patty B, Anne Y, Kathleen R, Gail 
Q, Betsey R, Kathy K 
 
 

I. Opening: 7:34 p.m. 
 

A. Prefect Kathleen R led the board in praying the Hail Mary. 
 

B. Lee M made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 15, 
2021 board meeting.  Kathleen seconded the motion, and the 
minutes were approved. 

 
 

II. Old Business 
 

A. Fashion Show—Plans for the March 2022 Fashion Show are 
ongoing.  Gail Q has spoken to the catering manager at Columbia 
Country Club.  A meeting has been arranged for November 5th to 
include the manager, Gail, and Fashion Show co-chairs Nan V and 
Celestine K.  They will discuss the most likely plan for moving 
ahead with the Fashion Show.  Celestine has spoken to the 
manager at J Jill.  She is very interested in having the store serve as 
our fashion partner and will discuss it with the Home Manager.  
Kathleen has agreed to serve again as the show’s emcee. 

 
B. Shrine of the Sacred Heart School Supplies Drive—Liz S stated that 

the drive was successful and that the supplies received were much 
appreciated by the religious education program.  The new Amazon 
Wish List system that was used this year worked better for the 
Shrine due to increased flexibility and consistency.  

 
C. October 13, 2021 Mass and General Meeting—Helen B was 

pleased with the turnout and the meeting.  She expressed her hope 
that people will continue to attend Sodality events.  

 
 

D. November 7, 2021 “Takeout Continental” Communion Breakfast—
Plans are underway for the Communion Breakfast per Helen.  A 
continental breakfast (juice, croissant, jelly, tea, and water) will be 
distributed in blue bags with decorative labels.  The attendance 
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number varies yearly, with approximately 70 being the high 
number we have seen in recent years.  The event will be 
advertised in the parish bulletin and email as well as the “Scoop 
from Duke” in order to reach the school parents.  RSVP’s will close 
on November 4, 2021.  Mrs. Hamilton is the speaker and we hope 
her presentation will attract many people.  She has refused an 
honorarium.  Helen asked the board if a donation should be made 
to the school in her name.  Colleen H made a motion that we 
donate $100.00 in Mrs. Hamilton’s name to the school. Betsey R 
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed.  Helen 
requested assistance for the Communion Breakfast.  If you are 
interested in helping with setting up and/or distributing bags, 
please contact Helen.  The chairs will be socially distanced, and 
masks will be encouraged. 

 
 

E. Giving Tree 2021—Denise S reported that the Giving Tree will 
collect gifts for 11 charities and five groups will receive monetary 
gifts.  Announcements for the bulletin and parish email are being 
prepared, and the Giving Tree information will be included on the 
Sodality webpage and on the electronic message boards in the 
narthex.   Denise noted that some units had previously expressed 
an interest in purchasing gifts requested by a specific charity.  If 
any unit wants to do this, the unit must let Denise or Colleen know 
by November 1, 2021.  Denise requested help setting up the 
Christmas trees in the narthex on November 12, 2021.  The 
Amazon Wish List for requested gifts will be open from November 
12, 2021 through December 3, 2021.  The deadline for ordering is 
December 3, 2021.  All gifts must arrive by December 11, 2021 to 
allow for sorting and wrapping.  Kathy K will organize the drivers 
for December 14, 2021 pick-up and delivery of the gifts.  All gifts 
requested are from Amazon.  There are no third party vendors.  
The ideal is that all monetary gifts arrive by December 15, 2021, 
monetary donations will be accepted until December 31, 2021.  
Helen expressed continued thanks to Denise and Colleen for their 
work on the Giving Tree. 

 
 

F. October 2, 2021 Sodality Union Meeting—Liz S and Sally D 
attended the Union’s in-person Mass on behalf of the St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Unit.  Liz reported that no business was conducted at 
this meeting, but a Rosary was held and birthday wishes were 
extended to several Union members for their one-hundredth 
birthdays.  There is no decision yet if the next meeting will be 
online or in person.  Helen expressed her thanks to Liz for 
attending. 
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G. Sodality Webpage—Patty B is working on the webpage.  She has 
uploaded the calendar, brochure, Sodality unit responsibilities and 
some minutes.  Helen thanked Patty for her work. 

 
 

III. New Business 
 

A. December 1, 2021 Mass, General Meeting and Investiture—Unit 
chairs need to inform Helen, Anne Y or Kathleen if there are any 
new members in their units who wish to be invested.  The Time 
and Talent Fair used to be held in the fall, but is now held in 
February.   Sodality invested more new members when the fair 
was held in the fall.  A brief discussion was conducted as to 
whether we should have refreshments and a craft-making session 
at the December meeting.  The decision will be made at the 
November board meeting depending on Covid-19 conditions.   
Assigned responsibilities for the meeting are as follows:  the St. 
Monica Unit is responsible for food and the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Unit is responsible for drinks and decor.  They will work together 
as needed.  The Mass is the responsibility of the John Neumann 
Unit, and the Christmas craft is the responsibility of the Regina 
Coeli Unit. 
 

B. Our Parish Times December article—Helen will write an article for 
Our Parish Times with Sodality’s plans for the year, including how 
Sodality has managed Covid-19, and she will highlight the Giving 
Tree. 

 
C. November 7 Sodality Sunday Mass—The Christ Child Unit is 

responsible for this Mass. Gail reports that due to illness, most of 
the remaining members in the unit are not active.  She feels that 
the unit might dissolve or need to be incorporated into another 
unit.  Helen informed her the board could help with the Mass. 

 
D. November 6 Sodality Union Meeting—The Regina Coeli Unit is 

responsible for attending this meeting.  The location is not posted 
yet.  Helen will inform Maureen W and Gina C when the 
information becomes available.  Deceased Sodalists will be 
remembered at this meeting.  Helen will forward our list to the 
Sodality Union.  The Sodality Union dues are also due.  Lee will 
mail our dues to the Union.  She will also mail our donation for the 
Sodality Union raffle to the Union treasurer.  Colleen made a 
motion to donate $200 to the Union’s annual scholarship raffle. 
Betsey seconded the motion, and the motion was approved.   
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E. 2022 Red Cross blood drive—Betsey reported that a St. Monica 

member contacted the Red Cross and was informed that they will 
now only conduct blood drives Monday through Saturday.  Helen 
will check with Father Geise to see if holding a drive on Saturday is 
an option.  The Red Cross also considers holding a drive at a 
community venue worthwhile if their workers can collect 30 blood 
donations.  We have never had that many donors at our drives. 

 
F. Miscellaneous—None 

 
 

IV. Reports   
A. Prefect—Kathleen had nothing additional to report. 

 
B. Treasurer—Lee reported that the current balance in the treasury is: 

$25,954.03.  This is prior to this year’s dues being deposited.  There 
are no outstanding reimbursement needs.  Lee reminded the board 
members to please use the tax-exempt card when shopping for 
Sodality. 

 
C. Units 

 
1. Christ Child:  Gail had nothing additional to report beyond                    

what has been covered above. 
 

2. John Neumann:  Judith S was unable to attend the board 
meeting but sent an emailed report.  Unit member Maryann 
R has retired as De Chantal Ladies of Charity President after 
20 years.  Mary H will assume the position.  At its last 
meeting, the unit members made the decision not to buy 
Giving Tree gifts for an individual charity as a unit, 
preferring to give as individuals. 
 

3. Regina Coeli:  Kathy K reported for Maureen and Gina. 
The unit met in September.  The members discussed the 
Sodality calendar.  They also decided to host a dinner at 
UMD Student Spiritual Center on March 2, 2022. 
 

4. St. Monica: Betsey had nothing additional to report  
beyond what has been covered above. 
 

5. St. Gianna:  Colleen reported that the unit met, made 
rosaries, and brainstormed ideas for the year. 
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6. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  Liz reported that the unit 
members prefer to meet via Zoom.  She is encouraging an 
outdoor meeting. 
 

7. Associates:  Ellen L could not attend the meeting but has 
asked Helen to find out from Father Geise what parish gift 
he would like the Associates to make a donation toward 
this year. 

 
8. Junior Sodality:  Kate B sent a report.  The first meeting will 

be in October.  The Junior Sodalists will collect Halloween 
candy for Operation Gratitude and discuss future meetings 
and projects.  Gabi A and Donna O have agreed to help with 
the Junior Sodality.  Kate requests that she be contacted 
about Sodality projects to which the girls can contribute.  

 
 

V. Closing Prayer:  The board ended the meeting by praying the Our Father.   
8:45 p.m. 

 
  


