
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
January 20, 2021 

 
 

Meeting was held virtually via Zoom 
 
 

Present:  Helen B, Gail Q, Denise S, Ellen L, Nan V, Kate B, Celestine K, Liz S, Judith S, 
Lee M, Patty B, Kathy K, and Colleen H. 
 
 
 

I. Opening: 7:33 p.m. 
 

A. Kate B led the group in praying Hail Holy Queen. 
B. Lee M made a motion to approve the minutes of the 

November 18, 2020 board meeting.  Kate B seconded 
the motion and the minutes were approved. 

 
 

II. Old Business 
 

A. Giving Tree:  Denise S and Colleen H reported that the 
Giving Tree distributed 448 gifts among 11 charities and 
$5,000 in monetary donations among 7 charities.  All gifts 
on the Amazon Wish List were purchased.  Denise and 
other shoppers purchased the remaining 37 gifts that were 
needed for a total of $520.24.  One shopper donated the 
seven gifts she purchased.  Colleen had suggested that the 
total monetary donations be divided among the charities 
according to the proportion each charity formerly received 
in physical gifts.  The sole exception was for the Shrine of 
the Sacred Heart due to the additional support it already 
receives from our parish.  After all expenses, there is a net 
profit of $195.  Liz S made a motion that this money be 
donated to the Shrine of the Sacred Heart through our 
parish’s next food drive benefitting the Shrine.  Gail Q 
seconded the motion and it was approved.  Denise and 
Colleen were impressed with the support the Giving Tree 
received this year.  It was a new process and it developed 
very smoothly.  A discussion was held concerning the 
future of the Giving Tree:   whether it should continue as a 
hybrid process including online and physical shopping and 
whether we should increase the number of gifts we commit 
to provide as in previous years.  No decision was reached.   
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Helen B, Colleen, and Denise will meet and discuss what 
will work best and develop a proposal to offer to the board.  
Helen thanked Denise S and Colleen H for their hard work 
and reported that Father Giese felt the project was a 
success.  Denise thanked everyone for the support. 

 
 
B. 2021 Fashion Show:  Nan V and Celestine K reported that 

they had spoken with Laura G at Columbia Country Club 
about fundraising events that have been held at the club 
during the pandemic.   They specifically asked whether 
outdoor space at the club might be used in the May/June 
timeframe for the Fashion Show.  They reported that there 
are some Sundays in June available, but no Saturdays, and 
the event would have to be held indoors.  Laura G indicated 
that the club would be happy to carry over our deposit and 
apply it to a Fashion Show event in March 2022.  A 
discussion ensued concerning the safety of having some 
version of a Fashion Show gathering during the pandemic 
and if it is financially feasible for Sodality to cancel it for 
2021.  Lee assured the group that Sodality will remain 
financially stable this year without the Fashion Show.  The 
majority of the board members believe that it is not safe to 
hold a social gathering of this kind for our members during 
the pandemic.   Helen made a motion to forego the Fashion 
Show and pick up planning in the fall for a spring 2022 
event.  Celestine K seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously.  Helen thanked Nan and Celestine for their 
work researching the feasibility of the Fashion Show this 
year. 

 
 

C. December 2, 2020 Sodality General Meeting:  Helen 
reported that the turnout was good and she was pleased 
with the number of people that attended. 

 
D.   Report of December 2020 Sodality Union Meeting:  
Judith S reported that Marsha D and Joan W attended the 
meeting via Zoom.  The President reported that the Sodality 
Union (SU) would continue to meet via Zoom for the time 
being.  The SU purchased an ad in celebration of Cardinal 
Gregory’s elevation that will appear in the Catholic 
Standard.  The SU Treasurer reported on the balances in 
the SU treasury and the Cardinal Hickey scholarship fund.  
The Apostolic Committee chair explained that all activities 
are delayed due to the pandemic.  The committee is 
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receiving names of deceased Sodalists and member 
Sodalities should continue to send in names.  The Ways and 
Means Committee chair requested that she be emailed 
regarding individual Sodalities’ preferences regarding 
delaying the scholarship raffle until June and   selling actual 
raffle tickets or making a donation.  It was reported that the 
SU’s financial books were sent to the archdiocese for audit, 
but the audit has not been completed because the office is 
shut down.  SU Moderator Father Sass requested that any 
Sodality groups holding Zoom prayer services let him know 
so he can participate if his schedule permits.    

 
 
E.  Sodality Union Spiritual Bouquet 2021:  Our Sodality had a 

good response.  807 Rosaries and 408 Masses were 
pledged. 

 
F. Chantacleer:  Helen reported that Julie M will continue to 

publish the Chantacleer.  Julie suggests that the layout 
should be refreshed, and she has some ideas on how to do 
that.  We will try to produce one issue of the newsletter 
before the end of this Sodality year.  The President and 
Prefect will write articles, and coming events and an In 
Memoriam section will be added.  Our purpose in 
publishing the newsletter is to inform our Sodalists that 
Sodality is alive and well notwithstanding the pandemic.  
Helen made a motion that the Chantacleer continue 
publishing on this basis.  Kate seconded and the motion 
was approved.  Patty B suggested that the Sodality 
member/address list needs to be refreshed.  Most Sodalists 
receive the newsletter electronically, but a small number of 
women receive it via postal mail.  Patty will reach out to 
units about which she has questions concerning the 
preferred means of receiving the newsletter.  

 
 

G. Sodality Closet/Caulfield Hall renovation:  Helen reported 
that the public part of the De Chantal Forever fundraising 
campaign is about to begin with a presentation via 
YouTube on January 28, 2021.  Father Giese asked Helen to 
participate in the presentation to talk about why the 
kitchen needs to be updated. 

 
 

H. Thank you notes:  Helen received thank you notes to 
Sodality from Father Geise, Father Hammond and 
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Jeanmarie expressing their gratitude for their Sodality 
Christmas gifts. 

 
 

III. New Business 
 
 

A. February and March virtual Sodality Union meetings:  
Helen noted that the St. Monica Unit is assigned to 
participate in the February 6th meeting.  (After the board 
meeting, St. Monica chair Tracy M confirmed that the unit 
will be able to cover the meeting.)  Since there will be no 
Fashion Show on March 6th, Helen asked for a unit to 
volunteer for this SU meeting.  Liz S volunteered the St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Unit to cover it. 
 

 
B. Lenten Morning of Recollection:  Helen raised the question 

whether we can host a virtual Lenten Morning of 
Recollection this year and asked for ideas.  Gail reported 
that she has attended many spiritual presentations 
virtually and they have been helpful.  Ellen L stated that she 
would like to know more about Father Hammond because 
she enjoys his homilies.   Kate B reminded the group that 
the discussion should also be Lenten focused.  After 
discussion, it was decided that Kate will reach out to Father 
Hammond and, if he is agreeable, she will organize a Slido 
meeting that allows participants to ask questions that are 
submitted prior to the meeting.  The date during Lent for 
the event will be determined shortly.  

  
C. Red Cross Blood Drive:  Neither Tracy M nor Debbie R was 

able to attend the board meeting to report on the status of 
this project.  The April 2020 blood drive Sodality had hoped 
to hold ultimately was cancelled due to the pandemic.  
Colleen was asked if blood continues to be needed, and she 
stated that it is.  Helen will ask Tracy and Debbie to see if a 
blood drive will be possible this April. 

 
 

D. Anniversary Brunch:  Kathy K reported for Maureen W and 
Gina C that there were no plans to hold the brunch at this 
time due to the pandemic.  Colleen suggested that parish 
couples celebrating milestone anniversaries should 
nonetheless be recognized at a Sodality Sunday Mass, and 
Kate agreed.  Kate opined that Sodality could run an 
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announcement in the parish bulletin that these couples 
would be recognized at the Mass.  A discussion followed 
about possible gifts for the couples. Ideas considered were 
flowers or plants to be planted in the Mary Garden in honor 
of the couples.  Kathy will forward the board’s ideas to 
Maureen and Gina for follow-up. 
 

 
E. Plant Sale:  The Plant Sale is scheduled for April 30-May 2.  

Since it would be held outside and it would be possible to 
require masks and maintain proper social distance, event 
chair Colleen believes that it can safely take place.  She 
asked if it would be best to downsize the sale by purchasing 
50% less stock and shortening the duration of the sale.  
Kate opined that everyone is doing home improvement 
projects and that we therefore should not cut back on the 
dates of the sale.  It was decided that the plant sale will 
proceed as scheduled with a reduced inventory of plants. 

 
 

F. Junior Sodality essay contest:  Kate reported that the 
contest was held successfully last year in a virtual format 
and the plan is to do the same this year.   Since the board 
approved making first and second place awards after last 
year’s contest, it is hoped that more Junior Sodalists will 
participate. 
 

 
 
 

IV. Reports 
 
 

A. Prefect:  Nothing to report beyond what has already been 
discussed. 

 
B. Treasurer:  Lee reported that there is $25,240.80 in the 

treasury.  This includes the Associates’ $665 donation to 
the parish for the 2020-2021 Sodality year. 

 
C. Units 

1. Christ Child:  Gail thanked the board for the prayers 
that she requested at the last meeting.   The unit has 
not met since the last board meeting.  They hope to 
have a Zoom meeting soon.  She requested prayers 
for many ill members. 
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2. John Neumann:  Judith reported that the unit 

represented our Sodality at the December Sodality 
meeting, as noted earlier.  The unit has not met since 
the December board meeting.  Two unit members 
suffered deaths in their families recently.  The unit 
sent Mass cards and provided food for a family 
memorial gathering. 

 
3. Regina Coeli:  Kathy presented the unit’s report.  In 

lieu of the annual Maplewood Park Place Christmas 
Tea, which was cancelled due to the pandemic, the 
unit members wrote Christmas cards or letters to 
the Catholic women who reside at Maplewood.  All 
unit members participated and several learned that 
they had previously unknown connections to the 
women to whom they wrote.  The unit staffed the 
Giving Tree gift-wrapping event on the 12th of 
December.  Kathy organized the drivers.  Due to the 
pandemic, there are no plans this year to hold their 
usual dinner for the Catholic students at the 
University of Maryland. 

 
4. St. Monica: No report.  (After the board meeting, 

Tracy M informed Helen that the unit will cover the 
Sodality Union meeting in February and look into 
hosting a blood drive.) 

 
5. St. Gianna:  Nothing to report. 

 
6. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  Liz reported the unit meets 

via Zoom monthly.  They discuss the book they are 
reading that month and have had many meaningful 
discussions.  Liz noted that if Sodality holds a May 
General Meeting Mass, a unit member would like to 
be the cantor.  Helen observed that under current 
conditions, Sodality could have a cantor at the Mass, 
but that Sodalists would likely not sing with her as a 
congregation. 

 
7. Associates:  Ellen reported that an Associate 

member had recently died and that a Mass card was 
sent to her family.   Ellen explained that Father Giese 
had requested that the Associates direct their 
annual parish donation to support the parish Boy 
Scout troop’s Eagle Scout project to create an 
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outdoor chapel/classroom/meeting place beside the 
Seton Center.  She shared with the board the 
proposal explaining the project that she had 
received from Troop #461.  It will be ADA 
compliant.    Ellen motioned that the Associates’ 
$665 donation be directed to the Boy Scouts.  Liz 
seconded the motion and it was approved.  Helen 
opined that this was a wonderful project for the 
Associates to support. 

 
8. Junior Sodality:  Nothing new to report. 

 
 

V. Closing Prayer:  Kate B led the board in praying the Hail Mary.  9:26 
p.m. 

 
VI. Addendum:  Helen B reminded the board that the next meeting will be 

on February 10th since Ash Wednesday falls on the 17th. 


