
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
February 10, 2021 

 
 

Meeting was held virtually via Zoom 
 
 
 
Present:  Helen B, Kate B, Gail Q, Patty B, Lee M, Colleen H, Liz S, Judith S, 
Maureen W. 
 
 

I. Opening: 7:30 p.m. 
 

A. Prefect Kate B led the board in praying Hail Holy 
Queen for Sodalist Victoria D. G., who died 
unexpectedly, and for her family. 
 

B. Lee M made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
January 20, 2021 board meeting.  Patty B seconded 
the motion, and the minutes were approved. 

 
II. Old Business 

 
A. Morning of Recollection – Kate reported that Fr. 

Hammond has agreed to lead our virtual Morning of 
Recollection on Saturday, March 13, at 9:30 a.m.  Gail 
Q offered use of her Zoom account to conduct the 
event.  Kate invited ideas for topics. The plan is to 
include a Q & A session with Fr. Hammond after his 
presentation.  Kate will contact Mae in the parish 
office to provide a bulletin announcement to publicize 
the event. 

 
B. Red Cross Blood Drive – Helen B has been in contact    

with Debbie R and Tracy M and has learned that, as 
happened last year, the blood drive cannot be held at 
the parish due to the pandemic.  After discussion, it 
was decided that Sodality will run an announcement 
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in the parish bulletin/email to urge parishioners to 
donate blood at the Red Cross and National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) collection centers this spring.  We will 
include hyperlinks to the collection sites in the 
announcement to facilitate the making of 
appointments. 

 
C. Anniversary Brunch – The annual brunch, which had 

to be cancelled last spring due to the pandemic, still 
cannot be held safely this year.  However, it was 
decided that the Anniversary Mass recognition of 
parish couples celebrating milestone anniversaries 
can take place during a livestreamed 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Mass.  The Regina Coeli Unit will solicit the 
names of couples who have celebrated/are 
celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th or greater 
anniversaries in either 2020 or 2021. Certificates will 
be prepared and delivered to each couple either in 
person at Mass or by mail.  Maureen W will contact Fr. 
Giese about his availability on a Sunday in April for 
the event.  Our preferred date is April 18. 

 
D.   Report of February 6, 2021 Sodality Union (SU) – 

Tracy M represented our Sodality at this meeting.  She 
reported that 73 Sodalists met by Zoom.  Moderator 
Fr. Pawel Sass opened the meeting with a prayer and 
encouraged the members to use the pandemic as an 
opportunity to pray to the Blessed Mother for peace 
in our lives and in the world.  The SU will host a 
Lenten retreat on March 12-14.  Fr. Sass will be the 
moderator, and the event will be a hybrid, held in 
person at Nativity Parish and livestreamed on 
Facebook and YouTube.  The SU Ways and Means 
Chair promoted the annual raffle benefiting the 
Cardinal Hickey Scholarship Fund tuition assistance 
program.  Our Sodality has already made its 
contribution to that effort.  The SU Apostolic Life 
Chair is making a master list of groups that are 
praying virtually, and she also promoted a virtual tour 
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at the University of Maryland highlighting African 
American history.  Finally, there was a discussion of 
the Catholic Standard’s celebration of the history of 
Catholic schools in the archdiocese and the support 
they are given by Sodalities (St. Jane’s was 
mentioned).  The next SU meeting will be March 6, 
2021. 
 

E.  Chantacleer – Helen noted that the Chantacleer 
planned for this spring will include an in memoriam 
section and asked that she be advised of the names of 
any recently deceased Sodalists/family members for 
inclusion in the newsletter.  An announcement 
regarding Victoria D. G. will be forthcoming. 

 
F.   Plant Sale – Colleen H reported she has already been 

in contact with Walnut Springs Nursery.  Marsha D 
will assist Colleen in organizing the sale. Orders for 
purchase are already being sent to Colleen by several 
parishioners. 

 
G.   Thank you notes – Colleen reported that she 

delivered several thank you notes from de Chantal 
students to Dr. Fauci at NIH for his efforts in this 
pandemic. 

 
Helen reported on several thank you notes sent by 
recipients of gifts from the Giving Tree, including one 
from Fr. Cusick, who had been stationed at de Chantal 
a few years ago and is now the pastor at St. Francis 
Xavier parish.  Three notes were received from the 
Sisters of Charity in Greensburg, PA where they lived 
in lockdown from Dec. 12 through Jan. 24.  Patty 
reported on her delivery of the Giving Tree gifts to the 
sisters’ community. 
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III. New Business 
 

A. March 6 Sodality Union Meeting – This will be 
attended by the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Unit. 

   
B. Recruitment for the 2021-2022 executive board – It 

is time to begin thinking about recruitment for next 
year’s executive board.  Helen opined that it would 
be best to have new women cycle into our two-year 
leadership positions, but noted the difficulty we 
have encountered in recent years recruiting new 
officers.  Lee is willing to continue as treasurer, 
assuming that her serving another term is allowed.  
Maureen and Kathy K have agreed to continue 
serving as co-secretaries.  Names of Sodalists for 
other board positions were requested.  Helen noted 
that under our bylaws, Sodality is supposed to have 
two co-presidents.  Although she has already served 
two years as president, she suggested that 
recruiting someone to serve as co-president with 
her next year might be a good way forward. 

 
C. Miscellaneous – Thoughts were expressed that the 

past year was truly a “non-year” due to the 
pandemic. 

 
IV. Reports 
 

A. Prefect:  Kate had nothing to report beyond the 
Morning of Recollection details already discussed. 

B. Treasurer:  Lee reported that the current balance 
in the Sodality treasury is $27,515.16.   

C. Units: 
1. Christ Child:  Gail reported that she is 

seeking the address for the husband of 
deceased Sodalist Sandy V so that 
Sodality can send him a Mass card.  
She also requested prayers for another 
Christ Child member who is ailing.  
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2. John Neumann: Judith S reported that 
the unit held a Zoom meeting in 
February. Their charity for the 
meeting was the Misericordia Heart of 
Mercy residential facility in Illinois. 
Monetary donations were collected 
and mailed.  Anne S is ready to assist 
with plant pricing for the Plant Sale.  

3. Regina Coeli:  Maureen reported on 
the plan to prepare certificates for 
those couples celebrating milestone 
anniversaries in either 2020 or 2021. 
She reported on the death of unit 
member Victoria D. G. two days prior 
to the executive board meeting. The 
unit will conduct a Zoom meeting to 
pray the Rosary for Victoria and her 
family. 

4. St. Monica: No report. 
5. St. Gianna:  No report. 
6. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: Liz reported 

that the unit will hold a Zoom meeting 
on February 20th. 

7. Associates:  No report.     
8. Jr. Sodality:  No updates to report.  The 

girls had hoped to send Valentine 
cards to residents at Maplewood Park 
Place, but did not receive a response to 
their outreach from the administration 
there.  They may try to send cards to 
St. Jude’s Hospital. 

 
 
          V.     Closing Prayer:  The board ended the meeting by praying the 
Hail Mary.  8:45 p.m. 


