
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
May 19, 2021 

 
 

Meeting was held virtually via Zoom 
 
 

Present:  Helen B, Kate B, Gail Q, Colleen H, Kathleen R, Patty B, Anne Y, Betsey R, Liz 
S, Judith S, and Kathy K 
 
 
 
 

I. Opening: 7:34 p.m. 
 

A. Prefect Kate B led the board in praying the Hail Mary.  
Helen requested that the board pray for one board 
member’s ill granddaughter. 

 
B. Colleen H made a motion to approve the minutes of the   

April 21, 2021 board meeting.  Kate seconded the 
motion, and the minutes were approved.  

 
 
 

II. Old Business 
 

A. Plant Sale – Colleen reported that the plant sale was a 
great success even with a reduced inventory (no 
vegetables, no perennials), and it raised over $5,000.  
Marsha D did a wonderful job supervising the details 
and handled many of the sales and payments.  Colleen 
believes that using a single source to supply the plants 
this year was easier and recommends that this method 
should continue.  However, she is open to entertaining 
ideas of including the other nursery we have previously 
used as a source.  Helen B noted that once again, Anne S 
handled the pricing and the finances for the sale.  Her 
efforts are most appreciated.  Helen congratulated 
Colleen on a very successful fundraising project. 
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B. Junior Sodality Essay Contest – Kate reported that the 
question for the essay contest this year asked the 
participants how they and the parish as a whole can 
help bring people who feel disconnected from their faith 
back to the Church once the pandemic restrictions are 
lifted.  Lily O and Tessa K were awarded the first and 
second prizes, respectively, for their essays.   All of the 
participants received the question at the same time and 
had 60 minutes to write their answers.   The essays 
were then scanned and assigned numbers so they could 
be reviewed anonymously by the panel of judges.  Kate 
would like to post the winning essays on the Sodality 
webpage, with the permission of Helen and the winners.  
The winners’ parents have been asked to contact 
Treasurer Lee M to provide the necessary information 
for payment of the scholarships to the girls’ high 
schools.  Gail opined that Kate did a great job organizing 
the contest, and Helen agreed.  Helen also expressed her 
thanks to Kim F for providing the essay question.   Kate 
volunteered to continue organizing the Junior Sodality 
Essay contest.  It is not a Prefect responsibility, and 
Helen thanked Kate for continuing to oversee the 
contest.   

 
C. Mary Garden – Helen commended Ellen L for raising the 

issue of the condition of the Mary Garden and thanked 
all those who helped to spruce it up prior to the May 
Crowning ceremony.  Colleen, Maureen W, and Gina C 
pruned a number of bushes and removed and disposed 
of a dead boxwood.  Sally D and Liz S trimmed some of 
the higher ivy, and Ellen watered the azaleas.   Kate 
reported that the Junior Sodalists also weeded the 
garden during their last meeting during the week after 
the May Crowning.  Efforts are also underway to clean 
the Madonna statue (see below). 

 
D. May 2 Junior Sodality May Crowning – Helen reported 

that the May Crowning ceremony went beautifully.  Our 
essay contest winners Lily and Tessa participated along 
with another 8th grade Junior Sodalist who crowned the 
statue of Mary.   The 8th graders wore their white 
graduation dresses.  A number of other Junior Sodalists 
acted as a court of honor and carried roses which were 
placed as an offering in a vase before the statue.  Fr. 
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Hammond led the liturgy, which was conducted in a 
socially distanced manner according to Covid-19 
precautions, and many parishioners attended.  Helen 
thanked Kate for organizing the event. 

 
E. May 5 Mass and General Meeting – The final General 

Meeting of the year was held in the church on May 5, 
2021 following the Sodality Mass.  The Junior Sodality 
essay contest winners read their essays.  Board 
members who had completed their terms, including 
Kate, Tracy M, and Debbie R, were thanked for their 
service.  The new officers for the 2021-2022 Sodality 
year were announced:  Anne Y will serve as Co-
President and Kathleen R will be the Prefect.  Colleen 
sold the few remaining plants from the plant sale after 
the meeting, and all of the plants were sold. 

 
 

III. New Business 
 

A. Planned cleaning of Mary statue – Former 
Sodality President Emma KT contacted Helen 
and Ellen about the need to clean the Mary 
statue.  She noted that the vendor from whom 
Sodality purchased the statute recommends that 
it be cleaned yearly.  In consultation with Helen 
and Ellen and with Fr. Giese’s permission, Emma 
obtained the cleaning instructions from the 
vendor and contacted a parishioner, Paul S of 
SOS, LLC, who was involved in the installation of 
the statue.  Mr. S has volunteered to clean the 
statue free of charge.   Fr. Giese has indicated 
that Mr. S will be reimbursed for the cost of any 
needed supplies.  Helen expressed the Sodality’s 
thanks for Emma’s and Mr. S’s efforts. 

 
B.   Sodality calendar planning for 2021-2022 – 
The Sodality calendar for the upcoming year was 
prepared by the board.  All events will be 
evaluated in the fall to determine whether they 
will be held in-person or as virtual events due to 
Covid-19.    
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C.   Unit Responsibilities for 2021-2022 – The 
various responsibilities for the Sodality Masses, 
Sodality Union Meetings, Sodality General 
meetings, and other Sodality events were 
discussed by the board.  The unit chairs 
volunteered their groups for specific tasks.  It 
was decided that for the coming year, Sodality 
will not seek to publicize the organization by 
publishing summaries of the activities of various 
units in the parish bulletin.  In lieu of such 
articles, Sodality events and projects will be 
highlighted in the bulletin.  The Chantacleer will 
be a venue for unit updates. 
 
D.   Sodality Retreat – Kate updated the board on 
plans for a Sodality retreat, which have been on 
hold due to the pandemic.  The Franciscan 
Monastery in Washington, DC has a reasonably 
priced meeting room and kitchen that might 
serve as an appropriate venue.  Kate has also 
approached Fr. Gardiner about serving as a 
retreat master, and he has expressed his 
willingness to lead a retreat for us.  However, at 
this point, the Monastery is closed due to the 
pandemic, so we would have to wait until the fall 
to try to schedule a date.  Kate is willing to 
continue to help organize the retreat in the fall.  
Helen thanked her for her willingness to do so, 
and for her years of service to Sodality as Prefect. 

 
 

IV. Reports 
 

A. Prefect—Kate had nothing to report beyond those 
matters already addressed above. 

 
B. Treasurer – Lee reported that the balance in the 

checking account as of the date of the board meeting 
is $32,335.56.  The final proceeds of the plant sale 
amounted to $5,088.26.  The Junior Sodality 
scholarship checks will be mailed in June.  Lee asked 
that anyone who has any outstanding items for 
reimbursement send her the receipts as soon as 
possible.  The Sodality books need to be closed on 
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June 30th.   She noted that Sodality’s usual tithe to 
the parish is 10% of the year-end balance in the 
treasury.  Liz made a motion that Sodality tithe 10% 
of its final balance to the parish for this year.  
Kathleen R seconded the motion, and it was 
approved  

 
 

C. Units 
1. Christ Child: Gail Q had nothing new to 

report 
2. John Neumann: Judith S reported that the 

unit met in April and the members 
planned their calendar for next year. 

3. Regina Coeli: Kathy K reported that the 
unit hosted a Rosary for the intentions of 
a unit member battling cancer.  The unit is 
meeting in a week for their final 
gathering. 

4. St. Monica: Betsey R had nothing new to 
report. 

5. St. Gianna:  Colleen had nothing new to 
report. 

6. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  Liz reported that 
the unit met on Sunday in the Mary 
Garden with Fr. Geise’s permission.  The 
unit will organize the Sacred Heart school 
supply drive again via Amazon and on the 
parish’s schedule. 

7. Associates:  Ellen had nothing to report 
beyond what was addressed above. 

8. Junior Sodality:  The Junior Sodality had 
nothing to report beyond what was 
addressed above. 

 
Helen thanked all of the board members for their service and expressed 
appreciation to Anne and Kathleen for joining the board. 
 
 
V. Closing Prayer:  The board ended the meeting by praying the Memorare.  9:02 

p.m. 
  

 


