
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING    
September 15, 2021 

 
Meeting was held virtually via Zoom 

 
 

Present:  Helen B, Anne Y, Kathleen R, Nan V, Celestine K, Patty B, Gail Q, Lee M, Betsey R, 
Judith S, Liz S, Maureen W 
 
 
 

I. Opening: 7:30 p.m. 
 

A. Prefect Kathleen R led the board in praying the Hail Mary. 
 

B. Judith S made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 21, 
2021 board meeting.  Betsey R seconded the motion, and the 
minutes were approved. 

 
II. Old Business 

 
A. Sodality Calendar, Unit Responsibility List and Contact List – Helen 

B explained that the Wednesday, October 6 Mass and General 
Meeting will be moved back one week to October 13 because 
neither Fr. Giese nor Fr. Hammond will be available to celebrate 
Mass October 6.  Helen has also updated the Contact List and will 
continue to do so as necessary. 

 
III. New Business 

 
A. Fashion Show – This event is currently scheduled for Saturday, 

March 5th at Columbia Country Club. Celestine K and Nan V are 
thinking of conducting a survey among Sodality members and 
other previous attendees to see if people would wish to attend an 
in-person event.  Patty B suggested using Survey Monkey for that 
task.  Celestine also discussed options for asking a different 
vendor, specifically J Jill, to show its fashions. She will also contact 
Chico and Cabi.  Discussion followed about sizing and age- 
appropriate styles.  Nan stressed that they hope to have a greater 
variety of sizes and styles.  Gail Q will be in contact with Laura, the 
catering manager at the club, to discuss the club’s current 
operating policies.  Nan indicated that the total seating capacity 
may be limited, depending on the status of the pandemic. 
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B. Shrine of the Sacred Heart school supplies drive – Liz S reported 
that all prior collections for the Shrine’s CCD students have been 
greatly appreciated.  There will be a new version of the program’s 
wish list available on Amazon this year.  Liz will submit an 
announcement for the drive in time for it to appear in the parish 
bulletin starting the weekend of September 25-26. The CCD 
program begins the first week of October and is still accepting new 
students. 

 
C. October 13 Mass and General Meeting – Helen reported that the 

email survey of the board members regarding the feasibility of 
hosting the annual lasagna dinner resulted in a consensus to 
cancel the dinner again this year in light of the pandemic.  The 
board decided to hold the socially distanced meeting in the church 
following the Mass.  Helen proposed distributing wrapped cookies 
to the attendees as they leave after the meeting.  Liz volunteered 
to make labels for the bagged cookies.  Helen listed the persons 
who will serve as lector/cantor/gift bearers/medal distributors 
for the Mass. She will make sure that the necessary announcement 
will be included in the bulletin and parish email. 

 
D. November 7 Communion Breakfast – The board discussed the 

feasibility of holding this event in light of the pandemic.  It was 
decided that while hosting the traditional, catered breakfast in 
Caulfield Hall would not be wise, we should try to go forward and 
hold the event in a socially-distanced, covid-conscious manner.  No 
speaker has been selected at this time.  Patty B suggested a 
possible speaker whose name was enthusiastically received by the 
board.  She offered to contact that person.  Gail also suggested a 
second possibility whom we might consider.  More details as to 
how to hold the event will be discussed at the next board meeting. 

 
E. Request to Sodality to submit articles for the Parish Times – The 

Parish Council Communications Committee has inquired whether 
Sodality would like to submit an article for the parish page in the 
next edition of the Parish Times.  However, since the deadline for 
this edition is just days away, it was decided that Sodality would 
wait and submit an article for a later edition. 

 
F. Return of Sodality Sunday Masses – October 3 will be the first 

Sodality Sunday of the new Sodality year.  With Fr. Giese’s 
permission, we will return to our previous practice of distributing 
medals and prayer cards and serving as gift bearers for that Mass.  
The October 3 Mass will be the responsibility of the Executive 
Board. 
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G. October 2 Sodality Union Meeting – This will be an in- person Mass 
at the John Paul II Center.  Liz reported she plans to attend for the 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Unit, which is responsible for that meeting. 

 
H. 2021 Christmas Giving Tree – Colleen H reported that she and 

Denise S will run the event again this year.  They will provide more 
details about their plans for this year’s program at the October 
board meeting. 

 
I. Junior Sodality for 2021-2022 – Helen reported that Kate B has 

volunteered to serve as adult leader of the Junior Sodality for this 
year, but would like to have a co-chair who is currently a De 
Chantal parent.  Kate has contacted several women and will be 
able to report on the status of that effort at the next meeting. 

 
J. Sodality webpage – Anne G has moved away from the area 

permanently and is no longer able to maintain our webpage on the 
parish website.  Patty has volunteered to take her place.  She will 
coordinate with Jamie C, the parish webmaster, to learn how to 
work with the new platform to which the website migrated in 
December.  

 
K. Meeting venues for upcoming Sodality Board meetings – An email 

survey of board members prior to tonight’s meeting yielded a 
consensus that the members were comfortable meeting in person 
so long as masks were required and the meeting could be held in a 
large, ventilated space – specifically, Caulfield Hall.  However, 
tonight’s meeting had to be held via Zoom because Caulfield Hall 
became unavailable.  If Caulfield Hall continues to be unavailable 
in October, the next board meeting may be held in the Seton 
Center meeting room. 

 
IV. Reports 

 
A. Prefect:  Kathleen had nothing additional to report beyond what 

has been covered above. 
 

B. Treasurer:  Lee M reported that there is a balance of $26,189.80 in 
the treasury after the tithe of $2,900.00. 

 
C. Units 

 
1. Christ Child: Gail indicated that the unit has not met yet this 

year, so there was nothing new to report.  
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2. John Neumann:  Judith reported that the unit had met the 
preceding night.  They made plans for the upcoming year.  
The charity for that meeting was St. Anne’s Center for 
Children, Youth, and Families in Hyattsville, MD. 

 
3. Regina Coeli:  Maureen W reported that the unit will meet 

September 22 in her backyard, weather permitting. The 
group has been contacted to resume its dinners at the 
Neumann Center of UMD this year. The unit will attempt to 
do this in the spring and hopes to pursue the other 
activities in which they participated last year. 

 
4. St. Monica:  Betsey reported that the unit continues to 

support the DC Diaper Bank, but doing so this year may be 
more difficult as more members are working fulltime.  The 
group has not yet decided whether it will be able to lead the 
Blood Drive this year. 
 

5. St. Gianna:  Colleen indicated that the unit’s first meeting 
will be Sunday, September 19. 
 

6. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton:  Liz said that the October Sodality 
Union meeting will kick off their year. 
 

7. Associates: Ellen L submitted a written report indicating 
that she was grateful for the efforts of Colleen, Maureen, 
Gina C, and the Junior Sodality to clean up the Mary Garden 
prior to the May crowning.  She also thanked the 
parishioners who watered the garden throughout the 
summer. 
Ellen will be in contact with Fr. Giese to learn what gift he 
would like this year from the Associates. 
 

8. Junior Sodality: No report. 
 

 
V. Closing Prayer:  The board ended the meeting by praying the Hail Mary.  9:20 p.m. 

   


