
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
JANUARY 19, 2022 

 
Meeting was held via Zoom 

 
 

Present: Helen B, Anne Y, Kathleen R, Gail Q, Nan V, Lee M, Colleen H, Denise S,  
Betsey R, Liz S, Ellen L, Kate B, Judith S Celestine K, and Kathy K. 
 

I. Opening: 7:34 p.m. 
 

A. Prefect Kathleen R led the board in praying the Our Father. 
 

B.   Gail Q made a motion to approve the minutes of the  
November 17, 2021 board meeting.  Kathy K seconded the 
motion, and the minutes were approved. 

 
 

II. Old Business 
 

A. 2022 Fashion Show — An oral summary was submitted for 
the record by President Helen B concerning the discussion 
held by the Executive Board via Zoom on January 6, 2022 to 
decide whether the 2022 Sodality Fashion Show  
 should be held this year or cancelled due to the Covid-19 
virus.  Helen had called the meeting because a number of 
decisions needed to be made at that time by the event 
chairs, Nan V and Celestine K, if the event were to go 
forward.  After a lengthy discussion, the board and the 
event chairs voted to postpone this year’s Fashion Show to 
2023.  The vote was 11 to postpone, one to continue with 
the March 2022 event, and one abstention.  Following the 
summary, Nan reported that Congressional Country Club 
had indicated that it would honor our deposit for 2023, and 
that it would be willing to schedule the Fashion Show on 
March 18, 2023, giving the Fashion Show committee some 
additional time for planning.  Also, Celestine stated that J Jill 
was willing to be our fashion provider for 2023.  And, the 
artwork completed by Julie M can be used the following 
year.    Fr. Geise has been made aware that the Sodality will 
not sponsor the Fashion Show this year and asked that 
Sodality try to arrange for more opportunities for 
fellowship.   Helen thanked Nan and Celestine for their 
continued work on the event.  
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B. 2021 Giving Tree wrap-up report —The parish Giving Tree 
project provided a total of 465 gifts to 11 organizations and 
also provided financial gifts totaling $3,850 to five charities 
at the end of the Giving Tree period in mid-December.  
Unlike last year, not all of the requested gifts on the 
Sodality Amazon Wish list were purchased by parishioners.  
Accordingly, Sodality purchased 115 full gifts and 13 partial 
gifts, spending $3,523.46, to complete the requests.   In 
addition, purchases of supplies for the project totaled 
$135.79.  However, financial donations to the Giving Tree 
by check and Faith Direct through December 31, 2021 
totaled approximately $8,475 (the final amount will depend 
upon the sum of the credit card fees that will be deducted 
by Faith Direct), resulting in a surplus of approximately 
$900.  Helen proposed that Sodality donate the surplus 
funds to charity, as was done in 2020, once the donation 
numbers were finalized.  Colleen H noted that many coats 
for Queen of Peace and many toys for West Virginia 
Catholic Charities were not purchased this year   that   and 
that gifts for the retired Sisters of Charity get purchased 
quickly.  Denise S usually buys many of the latter gifts, and 
it might be wise to put these items back on the tree for 
future years.  Also, since the parish donates more money 
each year, it might be wise to reduce the number of gifts to 
the organizations.  Denise is ready to transition to being a 
helper rather than a chair of the project.   She expressed her 
thanks to Colleen for handling the Amazon Wish list and for 
all of the work she does and to our parishioners, who are 
tremendously generous in donating to the project.  She also 
thanked the core drivers and shoppers for their years of 
service.  Helen   noted that Sodality had received many 
thank you notes from the organizations that received gifts.    
She also thanked Denise and Colleen for their work and for 
the tremendous success of the Giving Tree.  

 
C.  Mass and General Meeting: December 1, 2021—Helen 

reported that the Mass and General Meeting went well and 
it was nice to be together.  The Sodalists present wrote 
Christmas cards to the Sisters of Charity, which were added 
to the Giving Tree gifts they received.  Denise provided the 
names, Liz S provided the pens, and Betsey R and the St. 
Monica Unit organized the post-Mass meeting in Caulfield 
Hall.   Helen thanked everyone for attending and she 
thanked the organizers. 

 



3 
 

D. Sodality Union Meeting: December 4, 2021—Helen and 
Joan W attended the meeting via Zoom on behalf of the John 
Neumann Unit.  The Union received our donation for the 
Mass for Shut-ins.  The Cardinal Hickey Scholarship Raffle 
will be held in the near future once plans have been 
finalized.  Our Executive Board has previously voted to 
have our Sodality make its usual donation of money for the 
raffle.  Helen will inform Lee M when to send the check 
once she hears from the Union.  The Union attendees held a 
long discussion to decide if its future meetings this year will 
be in-person or via Zoom.  For now, we will wait to hear 
from the Union President about the format for the next 
meeting, which will be in February 2022.  The St. Monica 
Unit will attend that meeting on our behalf. 

 
E. Lenten Morning of Recollection—Kathleen R reported that 

she has reached out to Kate B for advice in planning the 
Morning of Recollection.  The date has not been set yet.  
Joan W has suggested Lynda Rozell as a speaker.   Joan has 
met Ms. Rozell, who is a retired attorney from Northern 
Virginia, and was impressed with her message of: “How do 
we make time in our lives for faith?”  She has written a 
book, “Journeys with a Tin Can Pilgrim,” which details her 
travels throughout the country visiting shrines and national 
parks and sharing her Catholic faith with the people she 
meets.  Kathleen will contact her about her availability to 
speak.  Helen will check with the parish office about 
available dates for Caulfield Hall in late March and early 
April.  The decision to meet for the event in-person or via 
Zoom will be made at a later date. 

 
F. 2022 Red Cross Blood Drive—The Red Cross has informed 

us that it will only do weekday blood drives.  Fr. Geise was 
not happy with the way things went with the last Red Cross 
blood drive and asked us to look at other organizations, 
such as NIH.  Colleen reported that NIH does not have the 
capability of holding off campus blood drives, so donors 
would have to come to the NIH campus.  However, NIH 
does have a donation site on Fishers Lane, and Colleen will 
see if they are open on weekends.  Betsey and Colleen both 
think we should delay trying to hold a drive on the parish 
campus until next fall, but we should encourage 
parishioners to donate blood.  Colleen explained that all 
blood products are shared between the organizations. 
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III. New Business 
 

A. Thank you notes to Sodality—Sodality received many thank 
you notes after the holidays.  The Junior Sodalists sent a 
lovely note thanking us for everything we do in the parish.  
Also, Fr. Geise and the rectory office staff sent notes of 
thanks, as did the Sisters of Charity. 
 

B. Ideas for possible Sodality fellowship opportunities this 
spring—An open discussion was held that resulted in many 
ideas.  A Mass outside with a time for socializing after was 
mentioned.  Also, a series of casual events, i.e., happy hours 
or teas, was discussed.  Most of the board thought that an 
outside end-of-the-year Mass with socializing afterward 
was the best idea. 

 
C. February 6, 2022 Sodality Sunday Mass—The St. Gianna 

Unit is responsible for the Mass.  Colleen will email the 
members and inform Helen if she needs extra help with the 
Mass. 

 
D. February 5, 2022 Sodality Union Meeting—The St. Monica 

Unit is responsible for this meeting. 
 

E. Upcoming Events for spring—The Anniversary Brunch is 
up in the air and depends on the status of the pandemic.  
The Plant Sale will happen as planned, as will the Junior 
Sodality essay contest and the Junior Sodality May 
Crowning. 

 
F. Miscellaneous - Nothing 

 
 

IV. Reports 
 
            A.    Prefect—Kathleen has already reported on the Morning of    
                    Recollection. 

 
B. Treasurer—Lee reported that the Sodality has $23,681.55 

in the account.  Not all of the checks from the Giving Tree 
have been deposited, and money is still being deposited 
from Faith Direct.  The donations by the Associates to their 
gift to the parish this year totaled $1,150.  
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C. Units 
 

1. Christ Child—Gail Q reported that unit is “limping 
along.”  She received dues from four people.  They have 
no interest in meeting at present.  Gail will decide the 
future of the unit. 

2. John Neumann—Judith S reported that the unit is due to 
meet in early February.  She requested prayers for a 
member who lost her husband suddenly. 

3. Regina Coeli—Kathy K reported that the unit had 100% 
participation in Christmas card writing for 39 women at 
Maplewood.  Hopefully, the unit will be able to have the 
Christmas Tea in person next year.  The unit is 
scheduled to provide dinner on Ash Wednesday at the 
Neumann Center at UMD. 

4. St. Monica—Betsey reported that the unit has not met.  
They were given dates to provide a meal at UMD, but 
they did not have enough volunteers.  They will keep 
trying. 

5. St. Gianna—Colleen informed the board that they have 
not met.  She will send out an email asking for 
volunteers for the February Sodality Sunday Mass.  
Colleen needs to step down from some her Sodality 
responsibilities. 

6. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton—Liz stated that the unit is 
listening to a podcast and then will meet via Zoom on 
the 31st of January to discuss it.  She is looking for new 
podcast ideas. 

7. Associates—Ellen L reported that the dues have been 
collected. The Associates will fund a new altar cloth as 
their parish gift.  Helen will reach out to Giuliano G to 
obtain the bill so that Lee can reimburse the parish.  The 
Associates raised $1,150 for their gift, so there will be 
approximately $500 remaining after the bill is paid. 

8. Junior Sodality—Kate B reported that the girls wrote 
Christmas cards to various organizations at de Chantal.  
The girls were most interested in the Environment 
Committee.  Kate has arranged for Patty B and Maureen 
W from the committee to talk with the Junior Sodalists.  
The girls also made stress rings—10 beads that can be 
used to say a decade of the rosary – and they played 
“Mary Bingo”. 

 
 

V. Closing Prayer: The board ended the meeting by praying a Prayer to 
St. Michael at 9:19 p.m.  


