
SODALITY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
November 16, 2022

Meeting was held in the Scanlan Room

Present:  Anne Y, Kathleen R, Lee M, Helen B, Joan W, Gina C, Betsey R, Kate B, Liz S,  Jane M,
and Nan V

I. Opening 7:00 p.m.

A. Prefect Kathleen R led the board in praying the Angelus.

B. Helen B made a motion to approve the minutes of the
October 19, 2022, board meeting.  Betsey R seconded the motion,
and the minutes were approved.

II. Old Business

A. Fashion Show status update — Nan V reported that a Fashion
Show committee meeting to stuff envelopes with in-kind donation
and advertising forms to send to vendors to solicit their support
will take place on November 28.  The letters will be mailed in
early January.  The main meal for the luncheon will be chicken
piccata, but we will also have gluten-free, vegetarian, and child’s
meal options.  A discussion ensued concerning whether the
reservation form for the Fashion Show should include a QR code
option for making and paying for reservations; there had been
some difficulties with using a QR code for the Sodality
Communion Breakfast since those RSVPs and payments went
through the Clover payment system.  However, Nan has conferred
with Mae V in the parish office about this, and the QR code for the
Fashion Show reservations will be linked with the parish Faith
Direct system, which should alleviate those problems.  The paper
invitation form will also have a Faith Direct code for making
reservations.  Nan will continue to work with Mae on bulletin and
pulpit announcements about the Fashion Show and appropriate
dates to take reservations after Mass.  We have recruited three
models for the show, but we will need more.  Celestine K is
working with fashion vendor J. Jill to determine how many models
will be needed in total.
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B. Giving Tree status update — President Anne Y reported in Colleen
H’s absence.  Kate B and some of the Junior Sodalists decorated
Christmas trees in the church gathering space last Saturday with
tags listing the gift requests of the Sisters of Charity in
Greensburg, PA.  Additional tags on the trees publicize the
Amazon Wish List link and the financial donation options.  The
Junior Sodality has also offered to assist with other tasks, such as
gift retrieval after Mass on the weekend when the requested gifts
are to be returned by parishioners.  We have heard back from all
the charities we work with for this project, and the plans for
providing them with needed assistance are finalized.

C. Communion Breakfast wrap-up — Anne reported that the
breakfast went very well and was a success.  Sister Mary Bader
was a wonderful speaker and gave an inspiring presentation
about the work of St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and
Families.  She was very grateful for the “mindful centerpiece”
donations of needed items that Sodality used to decorate the
tables at the breakfast, and has sent Sodality a thank you note.
Anne expressed her thanks to Lee for coordinating the food for the
breakfast and to Helen B, Helen D, Jane M, and Prefect Kathleen R
for their help with the event.

D. Interest meeting for new unit update — Anne and Patty B
scheduled a meeting on October 26 for young mothers in the
parish who may be interested in forming a new Sodality unit.
They publicized it through the parish bulletin and at various
Sodality functions.  Unfortunately, no one attended the meeting on
that date.  However, several women did express interest to Anne
and Liz S after the fact, explaining that they had been unable to
attend at the scheduled time.  Accordingly, Anne has scheduled
another interest meeting for November 28 in the Seton Center
library.  Liz also reported that some other women may wish to join
at a later date but may be unable to come to the November
meeting.

E. General update on Sodality items discussed with Fr. Giese — Anne
met recently with Fr. Giese to discuss pending Sodality matters.
She raised with him the problems we have experienced with other
parish groups taking items such as tablecloths from the Sodality
closet in the Caulfield Hall kitchen and then not returning them.
She explained how this creates difficulties when we need to use
our supplies for subsequent events and are unable to locate them.
Father agreed with Anne’s request to put a sign on the closet door
specifying that the closet holds Sodality supplies and that items
borrowed from it should be returned.  Father also indicated that
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the parish office will handle Sodality’s photocopying needs for the
Giving Tree project.  Finally, Father agreed that the December
Sodality Meeting Mass on December 7 can serve as a vigil Mass for
the December 8 holyday of the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception.

F. Retirement of the Christ Child Unit — Anne advised the board that
she will write a tribute to the Christ Child Unit for its many years
of service that will be added to the Sodality webpage.

III. New Business

A. December 3 Sodality Union Meeting – The John Neumann Unit
will attend the meeting.  However, the Sodality Union has not
yet indicated where it will be held.

B. December 4 Sodality Sunday Mass — The John Neumann Unit
will also cover this responsibility.

C. December 7 Sodality Mass and General Meeting — The John
Neumann Unit will take responsibility for staffing the Mass.
The St. Monica Unit will provide refreshments and the St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Unit will provide drinks and décor for the
meeting in Caulfield Hall.  Betsey offered to provide seasonal
music.  Anne noted that there are plenty of cups and  paper
products in the Sodality closet.  It was agreed that we will write
Christmas cards again this year for the Sisters of Charity in
Greensburg to go with their Giving Tree gifts.  Anne asked
board members to bring  Christmas cards to be used for the
project. In addition, Karen A has offered to lead a Christmas
craft-making session at the meeting, and the board gratefully
accepted her offer.

D. Christmas gifts for parish staff — The board reviewed
suggested gifts for the members of the parish staff.  Liz moved
to authorize the suggested gifts, Kate seconded the motion, and
the motion to authorize the gifts was passed without objection.

E. Pending Sodality Union requests requiring responses – The SU
will be collecting canned food for the  St. Francis de Sales food
pantry at its December 3 meeting.  The John Neumann Unit
representatives attending the meeting will deliver any
donations received from our Sodality.   The SU has made its
annual request for a “Book of Living Sodalists” (i.e., a roster of
Sodality membership for 2021-2022) so that the members can
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be honored at the December Sodality Union meeting.  In the
past, we have agreed to provide our current roster (names only,
with no other identifying information).  Helen made a motion
that we provide the list again this year.  Gina seconded the
motion, and it passed without objection.  Membership chair
Patty B will provide the list to the SU.  The SU has also asked
member Sodalities to purchase 100 raffle tickets to sell to
support its annual Cardinal Hickey scholarship raffle.  It has
been our practice to make a $200 donation to the raffle rather
than sell tickets.  Liz moved that we donate $200  again this
year, sending the donation when the SU indicates it is ready to
receive the funds.  Helen seconded the motion, and it passed
without objection.  The SU is also putting together its annual
Spiritual Bouquet from the member Sodalities for Pope Francis.
We have not received this year’s form from the SU yet, but the
SU wishes to have the prayer pledges before the December 3
SU meeting.  Helen offered to send last year’s form to the unit
chairs tonight so that they can solicit their members’ pledges.
The unit prayer tallies will be due to Kathleen by Tuesday,
November 22.

F. Lenten Morning of Recollection preliminary discussion – The
board discussed possible speakers for this event on February
25, 2023.  Various speakers were considered.  Liz suggested
that we ask Father Clyne if he would be willing to serve as our
speaker, noting that his serving in this role would provide a
good opportunity for him to get to know more Sodalists and
parishioners and for us to get to know him better.  The
suggestion was well received.  Kathleen will contact Fr. Clyne to
see if he is available to lead the Morning of Recollection.

IV. Reports

A. Prefect — Nothing to report beyond what has been covered
above.

B. Treasurer — Lee reported that the current balance in the
Sodality treasury is $23,897.84.  There are still some
outstanding bills from the Communion Breakfast to be
reimbursed.  So far this year, Lee has received dues from the
John Neumann, St. Monica, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton units, as
well as from the Associates.  The Associates have contributed
$1,010 this year for their annual donation to the parish.
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C. Units

1. John Neumann – The unit met on September 26 and
will next meet on November 21.  The members will
welcome into the unit Gail Quigley of the former
Christ Child Unit.  They have confirmed the roles of
the members for each unit meeting this year, as well
as the responsibilities the unit will cover for the
General Sodality.  The unit’s designated charity for
the September meeting was the Gabriel Project of
Montgomery County.  The group had a good turnout
for the October General Meeting and lasagna dinner.

2. Regina Coeli – Maureen W attended the November
Sodality Union meeting accompanied by Joan W of
the John Neumann Unit.  The unit members plan to
write Christmas cards to the ladies of the parish who
reside at Maplewood Park Place.

3. St. Monica — The unit’s dues were delivered to Lee
tonight.  The members are working on plans for the
spring.  They covered the Mass responsibilities for
the November Sodality Mass.

4. St. Gianna — No unit report was provided, but
Colleen has indicated that people are already
ordering Giving Tree items from the Amazon Wish
List.

5. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton — Liz reported that the
group held its first meeting of the year on the
previous Sunday.  Three members  attended in
person, one attended on Zoom, and several were
unable to attend, but the unit also welcomed two
newcomers.  The group reviewed the Giving Tree
online shopping process, planned their participation
and duties for the December General Meeting,
reviewed their pre-reading on the importance of
intellectual engagement in growing our faith,
watched a video concerning St. Pope John Paul II’s
letter on feminine genius, and planned the unit’s
winter schedule of meetings, book readings, and
Sodality responsibilities.
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6. Associates – The Associates have paid their dues to
the General Sodality and forwarded their annual
monetary gift to the parish to the Sodality treasury.

7. Junior Sodality – Kate reported that the Junior
Sodalists thanked the Sodality for giving them the
opportunity to help with the Giving Tree.  They are
currently working on a Montgomery County
Humane Society wish list collection for animals in
need.  Kate has asked parents of the current Junior
Sodalists to volunteer to lead the group next year
(since this is her last year of JS leadership) and to
supervise this year’s Junior Sodality essay contest
because she would have a conflict in doing so since
her eighth-grade daughter is eligible to compete.
Currently, five eighth-grade girls are attending JS
meetings, and there may be two additional
eighth-grade girls who will be joining the group.  The
board will need to decide whether to award one or
two essay contest scholarships, depending on how
many Junior Sodalists ultimately are eligible to
participate in the contest this year.

V. Closing Prayer: The board ended the meeting by praying the Our Father and
the Hail Mary.


