
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“A voice cries out in the desert,  prepare the                   
way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland 
a highway for our God!”  Isaiah 40 

 

From the prophet Isaiah, we hear a message of 
comfort and salvation. His message is both             
startling and a daunting demand to realize the 
urgency of the Lord’s coming is near at hand. 
Backed—up by Mark’s gospel, we hear the            
prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled by John the 
Baptist, who serves as the “Best Man” for Jesus, 
the “Groom” whom everyone is waiting on. 
 
John is the one of whom it is written: “Behold, I 
am sending my messenger ahead of you, he will 
prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in 
the desert: prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.”  
 
Church, it has been over two thousand  years ago 
that John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy, as he 
preached in the desert wilderness that Jesus is the 
Messiah and Lord!  The ministry of proclamation 
is not simply relegated to John, but each on of us 
is called to be a herald of the Good News to the 
world! 
 
Some years ago, I preached an Advent Mission in 
one of our parishes in Ontario, Canada, and upon 
my return to Connecticut found myself stranded 
in the Newark Airport for the night. This             
unscheduled delay seemed to be a litmus test from 
the Lord.  It felt like being way-laid in the “urban 
desert” of Terminal C. In the spirit of “people--
watching” from author and psychologist, Virginia 
Satir, I found myself gazing at a sea of humanity 
walking in droves across the wide vistas of 
airport hallways. 
 
There were travellers from all nations and Faith 
traditions as evidenced by Hassidic Jews with their 
broad black hats, suits and tassels to mid—eastern 
and African families.  A cross-section of peoples 
toting luggage, talking on cell phones, and                 
seemingly starry eyed as they moved through the 
wee hours of the morning. 
 
As I watched and reflected upon this midnight 
passage, I simply wondered if they knew what                 
season it was and did the prophetic words 

 
 
 
of both Isaiah and John the Baptist shape the 
reality of the course of their lives?  Do they 
Get it?  Or are they simply in chronos time? 
Or perhaps, they are keenly aware of the Kairos 
--moment/the Christ—moment and are                         
experiencing one another as brothers and sisters 
of the universe. 
 

Reflecting on the Newark experience, I realized 
that God has chosen to be among us in the                  
busyness of work and travel. As the Scriptures ring 
true....”For a child is born to us and a son is given 
to us....and they call him Emmanuel! A name 
which means, God is with his people.”  Through it 
all, there was a sense of “contemplative stillness,” 
as morning broke and the waves of daytime people 
in flight filled the terminal....the next day.   
 
Waiting for my plane to taxi in I met a fellow              
passenger who became inquisitive about the Tau 
Cross I was wearing. In the course of our                
discussion, he commented that it reminded him of 
the Cross of his homeland of Lebanon. The             
powerfulness of the TAU brought two Christians 
together to witness to the Lord Jesus in the urban 
desert of Newark’s Terminal C.  Sisters and 
brothers, I was pleasantly amazed how God can 
speak to us in the any situation that we find             
ourselves in....all we need to do is seize the                
moment like John the Baptist and talk about Christ 
who embraces us in the fraternity of humanity 
and creation. 
 
My prayer for all of us this Advent—Christmas 
Season is that we will pray for and receive the gift 
of holy boldness and release whatever keeps us 
from being reluctant to announce the Good News, 
the glad tidings of the presence of God among us!  
May the Word of God that we read from and listen 
to leap-off the pages of Scripture, from our lips to 
our hearts.  And from our hearts may the real 
work of Christmas begin as we take time this            
Advent to break bread with our sisters and              
brothers we encounter on the human journey. 
 

  Be sure to tell them:  “Love came down from 
  Heaven at Christmas! And his name is JESUS! 
        Live in the serenity that is Advent, 

               Your brother,  Friar Noel 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 

 

St. Benedict the Moor Church 

December 6December 6December 6December 6,    2020202020202020    

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF                  

ADVENT 

 

“Lord, let us see your kindness,                           “Lord, let us see your kindness,                           “Lord, let us see your kindness,                           “Lord, let us see your kindness,                           
and grant us your salvation.”                                                               and grant us your salvation.”                                                               and grant us your salvation.”                                                               and grant us your salvation.”                                                               

Our Mission 



On Tuesday, December 8th the Church celebrates 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary....that from the first moment of her               
conception she was conceived free from Original 
Sin because of her privilege as being the Mother of 
God, Jesus the Lord.  There will be two Masses on 
this coming Tuesday: 
      12 Noon and 6:30 PM 
Plan your schedules accordingly as it is a national 
feast in the USA—Mary is the patroness of our 
country under the title of the Immaculate                         
Conception. 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Knights of Columbus Christmas Tree 
Charitable Fund Raiser:  The Knights of 
Columbus Council 1019 and Assembly 
176 are selling Christmas Trees on the 
corner of Veterans Parkway and 13th 

Street. Profits will be used for local charities. They 
will be open weekdays from 4-7 p.m. and weekends 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Please visit the lot and help  
local charities and keep Christ in Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisters and brothers, as we draw closet to the end 
of the fiscal year, we are nearing our GOAL for the 
Annual Catholic Appeal.  Our assessment as a              
parish is $18, 019.  To date we have                            
Pledged:  $15,763   and our Balance:  $  2,256. 
Thank you St. Benedict the Moor Church--Family for 
your generosity and your fiscal responsibility.  
Thank you for all those who will help us meet our 
GOAL! 
              May God bless you one and all! 
 
 
 
 
Offering:  $723  (Online  $356)                                           
Christmas Flowers:  $35                                                               
Utilities:   Online  $10                                                                             
Kitchen Reno:  $155                                                           
Church Repair:  Online $35   
 
 
 

The following families will be lighting the  
Advent Wreath at the end of the Universal Prayers 
. 
 Sunday, December 6th   Second Sunday of Advent 
          Mark Evans Peter, Princess Sylvia & Family 
 Sunday, December 13th Third Sunday of Advent 
          Katherine & Mary Brogden, Andre & Ashley 
 Sunday, December 20th Fourth Sunday of Advent 
          Shirley, Karen, & Kris Dexter 
 
 
 

 

 
Second Sunday of Advent December 6th  10:30 AM                     
 St. Benedict the Moor Church—Family     
  
Monday, December 7th  St. Ambrose 12 Noon 
 +Jennie Danielewicz, ofs & Grandson Michael 
 Nejfelt Birthday  
  
Tuesday, December 8th                                                         
 Holyday of the Immaculate Conception  
     12 Noon +Adries Robertson Shorty 
     6:30 PM St. Benedict the Moor Family  
 
Wednesday, December 9th St. Juan Diego 
     12 Noon   All Felician Sisters suffering  
            from Covid-19 
Thursday, December 10th  Advent 
        +Sharon Gerrdes 
Friday, December 11th     Advent 
        +Jerry Lane 
Saturday, December 12th 
    Deceased Felician Sisters of Our Lady  
            of Hope Province 

 
 

 
For your spiritual growth and development we have 
the following resources available during the Advent 
Season. There are copies of the publication: The 
Word Among Us that can be obtained in the 
Church or at the Office.  Along with the bulletin, we 
are sending a one page copy of Advent Evening 
Prayer each week. Consider participating in Daily 
Mass at the noon day hour.  Also,                                       
Reconciliation/Confession can be celebrated every 
Saturday at 8:30 AM or by appointment. An Advent 
Penance Service will be announced next week. 
 

 

Stewardship 

Mass Intentions 

Advent Wreath Families 

Christmas Tree Sale 

ACA Annual Catholic Appeal 

Advent Resources 

Holy Day December 8th                                              
Immaculate Conception 

 
 
 
READING 1  Is 40:1-5, 9-11 

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; 
indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD 
double for all her sins. A voice cries out: In the       
desert prepare the way of the LORD! Make straight in 
the wasteland a highway for our God! Every valley 
shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be 
made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, 
the rough country, a broad valley. Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see 
it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 
Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad 
tidings; cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, 
herald of good news! Fear not to cry out and say to 
the cities of Judah: Here is your God! Here comes 
with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his strong 
arm; here is his reward with him, his recompense 
before him. Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his 
arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them in his            
bosom, and leading the ewes with care. 

 

 

READING 2  2 Pt 3:8-14                                 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand 
years like one day. The Lord does not delay his 
promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is patient 
with you, not wishing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will 
be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything 
done on it will be found out. Since everything is to 
be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be, conducting yourselves in holiness and  
devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise we await new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, 
be eager to be found without spot or blemish before 
him, at peace. 

                                                                                                               

GOSPEL Mk 1:1-8                                           

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son 
of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 

he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in 
the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his paths.” 
 
 
 

 
John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him 
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they acknowledged their sins. John was clothed in 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. 
He fed on locusts and wild honey. And this is what 
he proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming after 
me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 
 

Advent Penance Service 
     Tuesday, December 22nd   6:30 PM 
Christmas Eve Mass 
      Thursday, December 24th  8:00 PM 
Holyday: Christmas Day 
       Friday, December 25th      10:30 AM 
Holy Family Sunday 
       Sunday, December 27th   10:30 AM 
Holyday: Mary, Mother of God 
      Friday, January 1, 2021    10:30 AM 
Epiphany of the Lord 
       Sunday, January 3, 2021   10:30 AM 
 
Remember Church-- “that the Family that prays                
together...stays together!” Otherwise, you are on your 
own..... 
  
                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                              

Our sick list is for parishioners, family and friends in 

need of prayer. Please  keep our list current by calling 

the office to add or remove a name. 

  
 
 
          

Fr. Noel Danielewicz                                       
Sr. Agnes, fsma 
Sr. Apollonia, cssf. 
Sr. Delores Anne, cssf 
Helen Bell                      
Amanda Cole  
Mik Cole    
Robert Cole               
Robert Dozier  
Carl English 
Stephanie Findlay 
Yvonne Gilberti                
Elizabeth Grey  
Ginnette Hughes 
Clarence Johnson  
Donald Julien 
Paul Julien 
Jamaya Kennedy 
Michael King 
Earl King 
 

Second Sunday of  Advent 

                                                                                                   
Elvia King                                  
Lenny Korona                                 
Ida Ruth Lane  
Elaine Layer                         
Mittie Lewis      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Cordell Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker   
Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
Joe Ravalese 
Marcus Ransom 
Lydia Sliva 
Madeline Smith 
Donnie Tarvin 
Dorothy Washington 
Friar Jude Winkler 

 

In Our Prayers 

Christmas 2020 Schedule 


