
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
The WORD became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us--literally, pitched his tent.  (John 1:14) 
 
A tent was not only the normal shelter of the            
desert bedouin but it was also the easiest way for 
God to abide in the midst of his people. From the 
tent he would direct them in their wanderings  
and would move along with them on each stage of 
their journey.  
 
For the people of Israel, the TENT signified the 
most consoling and continual presence of God 
among his people. Yet nothing was more insecure 
than a tent. That could become collapsible at any 
moment and never had the rooted strength of a 
temple built upon rock.   
 
God continues to surprise us in today’s Gospel, 
where Mary’s body becomes the Tent where God 
will dwell among us where Mary is a member of 
the Tribe of Levi and espoused to Joseph of the  
Tribe of Judah and of the family and of David. 
Mary bears a child to fulfill the promise made to 
David, as she would virginally conceive through 
the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, the very 
same Spirit that rested over the Tent of Moses.  
(Exodus 40:34) 
 
In a mystical way, God leads us to the Mystery of 
the Incarnation.  Even in our contemporary world, 
the very gift of CHRIST made—human is by passed 
with the preoccupation of the material world.            
Living in denial of the reality of the PROMISE of 
the Father sending us a Savior for the forgiveness 
of the sins of humanity. 
 
As we enter the final week of Advent, may the  
contemplative stillness of the season bring us to a 
deeper awareness of the presence of God “tenting” 
among us.  Using the words of Mark Lowry’s  
song, “Mary Did You Know” may we take the time 
to listen to the salvation story unwrap itself into 
our lives and become flesh....become real for us! 
 
Yes, “Mary did you know that your baby boy will 
one day walk on water?”  Mary, did you know that 
your baby—boy, will save our sons and daughters? 
Mary, did you know that your baby—boy will give 
sight to a blind man?  Mary, did you know that  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
your baby—boy will calm a storm with his hand? 
Mary, did you know that your baby—boy has 
walked where angels trod?  When you kiss your 
little baby, you’ve kissed the Son of God!” 
 
And Mary, did you know that your baby boy is 
heaven’s perfect Lamb?  This sleeping child you’re 
holding is the great I AM!  The very name that God 
gave to Moses when he asked Him his Name 
from the “burning bush.”  God said, “I Am, who 
Am!”  The most sacred of names that they never 
pronounced it and would call upon GOD as “my 
Lord, Adonai!” 
 
As Jesus fulfills the Messianic prophecies of the 
Messiah,  Mark Lowry’s song continues—The blind 
will see, the deaf will hear and dead will rise again.  
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the            
praises of the Lamb.” Mary, did you know that 
your baby—boy will one day rule the nations? 
And this is our Advent prayer—that Jesus, The 
Lord of Creation is the cosmic—Christ, who will 
come in glory and majesty for the fraternity of          
humanity on the Day of the Lord. We wait and cry 
out with the early Christian community—
”Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus Come!” 
 
         Your brother—pastor, 
                Friar Noel 
 

P.S. Sisters and brothers, may each one of us pray 
someone home for Christmas or bring them to 
Mass during the Christmas—Season.  Let us                
rebuild the Church for we are in dire need of 
“living stones” for the glory of God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI     Framed pictures from the Ancestral               
Enthronement can be picked up following Mass. 

 

 

 

 

    Mary: The Tabernacle of the Most High                                                                                    

                                                    Church  Church  Church  Church      
2930 Thomas Street 

Columbus, GA 31906 
Community Hall/Office Community Hall/Office Community Hall/Office Community Hall/Office     

2935 9th St.  
Columbus GA 31906 

EEEE----mail Address mail Address mail Address mail Address     
stbenedict07@knology.net 

Phone: 706- 323-8300   
Fax:   706- 324-2641 

Website                                                                  
stbenedictthemoorcolumbus.org 

Administrative Assistant  
Deborah Thompson 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Gail Buffong 

706-536-8468 
 

Director of Outreach 
Beverly Casimier 

 

Music Ministry 
Mary Beth Kozee/Joe Saulsbury 

StaffStaffStaffStaff    

Sunday Mass:  10:30 am            
Daily Masses: Mon.-Fri.  12:00 noon      

               Saturday:  8 am                               
Holy Days of Obligation:                  

Mass: 12 noon  & 6:30 pm  
(Exceptions will be posted) 

Sacrament of Penance: Divine Mercy 
Room Saturday 8:30-9:30am                    

or by Appointment 
 

Emergencies:  
call Fr.Noel: 410-818-8149 

Office: 706- 323-8300 
 

Communications 
Address: St. Benedict the Moor 

2935 9th Street 
Columbus, Georgia  31906  

St Benedict the Moor St Benedict the Moor St Benedict the Moor St Benedict the Moor     
ParishParishParishParish    

Office Hours:                                                                 Office Hours:                                                                 Office Hours:                                                                 Office Hours:                                                                 
Pastor:   Monday-Friday   10-11:30 am 

1:00-3:00 pm             
     

PastorPastorPastorPastor    

Fr. Noel Danielewicz, OFM Conv. 
   tau1226@gmail.com                               

410-818-8149 

“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers— 
       
 May the Lord give you peace! 
On Thursday, December 10th after the noon 
day Mass, a fire broke out in the Church. 
The Advent Wreath went up in flames due 
to a defective candle that produced a double 
wick that fanned and caused some                                 
considerable damage to the right side wall and 
carpet of the sanctuary. 
 
We are working with our contractor in dealing 
with the work of restoration of the wall and 
flooring. Once that work has been completed, 
the church will be professionally cleaned and 
once again available for worship in 2021. In the 
meantime, all Masses will be celebrated at 
St. Benedict Community Hall.  In the spirit of  
St. Francis’ mission “to rebuild the Church,” 
we are literally and figuratively doing both. 
 
We thank God, that no one was injured, and 
that the fire was put out by the men of our 
Outreach Ministry before the Fire Department 
arrived.  To God be the glory and the praise! 
 
There has been a considerable drop in our 
Stewardship giving.  Please remember the 
giver of all gifts and the work and ministry 
of St. Benedict the Moor Church as you 
Celebrate Christmas 2020.    
 
Finally, we are almost making our 2020 Goal 
for ACA / having a balance of $1656.  Please 
notify the office if you are planning to add 
to your pledge before the end of the year. 
May the Lord keep on blessing our efforts 
and generosity in giving and sharing of our 
time, talent and treasury. 
              Gratefully,  fr. Noel 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
  Sunday, December 20th Fourth Sunday of Advent 
          Shirley, Karen, & Kris Dexter 
 

 
 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
   December 20, 2020   O Key of David 
 10:30 AM  for St. Benedict Church Family 
St. Peter Canisus       O Rising Sun                             
 Monday, December 21, 2020     
 12:00 Noon           Tencza Family 
Advent Week 4  O King of the Nations 
   Tuesday,December 22, 2020    
 12:00 Noon            Kaiser Family 
St. John Kanty   O Emmanuel 
  Wednesday, December 23, 2020     
 12:00 Noon            +Helen Olearz 
Christmas Eve   The Incarnation  
  Thursday, December 24, 2020       
  8:00PM  The Danielewicz & Kwasowski 
                    Families 
Christmas Day   The Word—made--Flesh 
   Friday, December 25, 2020   
 10:30 AM     St. Benedict Church Family 
St. Stephen,  First Martyr 
   Saturday, December 26, 2020   
  8:00 AM             +Christian Ungerer 
 

 

 
 
As Christmas draws near, we have the opportunity 
to receive the Sacrament of Penance as we                      
spiritually seek the Lord’s Forgiveness…..Seventy 
times seven times! Our guest confessor will be Friar 
Manny, OFM Conv.  Mark your calendar for:                      
Tuesday, December 22nd at 6:30 PM.  I will be                
available on Tuesday after the 12 Noon Mass to            
celebrate the Sacrament of God’s forgiveness and 
reconciliation.  
 
 
 
 
Sisters and brothers, if you haven’t made it a                    
family—tradition, worshipping together as a family 
centers us into the true meaning of Christmas.  Join 
us at St. Benedict the Moor as a FAMILY and                    
worship the Lord at the 8 PM Christmas Mass on               
December 24th or at 10:30 AM Mass on Christmas 
Day, December 25th.  The family that prays              
together stays together.  Masks are required and 
social distancing is observed. 
 

Mass Intentions 

Advent Wreath Families Church Updates 

Christmas Massese  

Advent Penance Service 

 
 
 
READING 1    2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16 

When King David was settled in his palace, and the 
LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every 
side, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living 
in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a 
tent!” Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever 
you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.” But that 
night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said: “Go, tell 
my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you 
build me a house to dwell in?’“ "'It was I who took 
you from the pasture and from the care of the flock  
to be commander of my people Israel. I have been 
with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all 
your enemies before you. And I will make you                  
famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a 
place for my people Israel; I will plant them so that 
they may dwell in their place without further            
disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to   
afflict them as they did of old, since the time I first 
appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also           
reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. 
And when your time comes and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung 
from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. 
I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever 
before me; your throne shall stand firm forever.'” 

 

READING 2   Rom 16:25-27                               

Brothers and sisters: 

To him who can strengthen you, according to my 

gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery kept             

secret for long ages but now manifested through the 

prophetic writings and, according to the command of 

the eternal God, made known to all nations to bring 

about the obedience of faith, to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

                                                                                                   

GOSPEL   Lk 1:26-38                                          

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the 
virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, 
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she 
was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. “Behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne 
of David his father, and he will rule over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no  

 
 
end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel 
said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. Therefore the child to be born will be called  
holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your 
relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and 
this is the sixth month for her who was called                
barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 

 

 
                                                

Advent Penance Service 
     Tuesday, December 22nd   6:30 PM 
Christmas Eve Mass 
      Thursday, December 24th  8:00 PM 
Holyday: Christmas Day 
       Friday, December 25th      10:30 AM 
Holy Family Sunday 
       Sunday, December 27th   10:30 AM 
Holyday: Mary, Mother of God 
      Friday, January 1, 2021    10:30 AM 
Epiphany of the Lord 
       Sunday, January 3, 2021   10:30 AM 
 
Remember Church-- “that the Family that prays                
together...stays together!” Otherwise, you are on your 
own..... 
  
                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                              

 
 
          

Fr. Noel Danielewicz                                       
Sr. Agnes, fsma 
Sr. Apollonia, cssf. 
Sr. Delores Anne, cssf 
Helen Bell                      
Amanda Cole  
Mik Cole    
Robert Cole               
Robert Dozier  
Carl English 
Stephanie Findlay 
Fluellen Family 
Yvonne Gilberti                
Elizabeth Grey  
Ginnette Hughes 
Clarence Johnson  
Donald Julien 
Paul Julien 
Jamaya Kennedy 
Michael King 
Earl King 

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

                                                                                                   
Elvia King                                  
Lenny Korona                                 
Ida Ruth Lane  
Elaine Layer                         
Mittie Lewis      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Cordell Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker   
Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
Joe Ravalese 
Marcus Ransom 
Lydia Sliva 
Madeline Smith 
Donnie Tarvin 
Emi Talbert 
Dorothy Washington 
Friar Jude Winkler 

In Our Prayers 

Christmas 2020 Schedule 


