
 

 
 
 
 
Sisters and brothers, may the 

      
 
Lord’s peace be upon you! 
The fourth Sunday of Easter is known by two                
different names in church circles:  “Good Shepherd 
Sunday” and “World Day of Prayer for Vocations.” 
  
Jesus says that a true shepherd calls his sheep by  
name, as he knows them and walks ahead of 
them….leads them and they follow him because they 
hear his voice and know his scent. Jesus says of  
himself: “I am the gate….The shepherd in the evening 
would huddle the sheep into a cove and lays across the 
entrance becoming the gate.   
 
Church, Jesus is that Good Shepherd, who lays down  
his life for the sheep. A popular image of GOD during 
the time of the Babylonian Exile is one of comfort 
and protection.  Like a caring parent whom we have 
certainly heard say: “I couldn’t go to sleep until you 
came home.”  The real shepherd ‘s work is incomplete 
until all the sheep are safe and secure.   
 
To pray, to foster, to invite and to support vocations 
is the work of the Church. And I am not simply                  
speaking of religious vocations: to consecrated life,  
priestly ministry, the diaconate, single and married life 
as well!  All of us are called and we deserve to be           
supported in the way of life the Spirit of God calls us            
to by name! 
 
As we pray for VOCATIONS….there are many ways to 
answer the Lord!  The word vocation comes from the 
Latin word vocare which means to CALL!  Who is              
calling us? Ultimately, the Lord…while others affirm   
the call.  As they see the makings of a good spouse or 
parent, Friar or sister, deacon or priest and the call to 
single life!   Each call requires a need to be supported 
and encouraged. 
 
Yes, we must pray and discern what God has put on  
our heart, but there’s more. Where do we find the         
passion for loving GOD and others?   For someone to 
consider Religious life as a way of escaping the call 
to LOVE, I would simply say keep on walking. We are 
called to “fall in love with God” as single, married or 
vowed women and men.  However, our love flows into 
our lifestyle…in family, in community, in adoption, in 
mission! 
 
Church, we are God’s— this people gathered morning   
as a family of families.   We are sisters and brothers to 
one another in Jesus! Amen!! Our relationship in           
Baptism broadens our base to love….God as Father,  
Son and Holy Spirit.  And to love one another…….To 
make a difference with the life we have been given,,,, 
with the gifts God has endowed us with….and when          
we follow the lead of our Shepherd, the Christ….you  

 
and I can lay down our life for one another. 
 
As I look out at our Church—Family,  I see the 
sacrificial love of spouses caring for one another in 
their senior years; I see parents putting aside their time 
and resources to tend to their child’s needs before their 
own;  and I see young women and men, making career 
choices that are a wise integration of human need with 
one’s God—given gifts that answer the CALL to                
FOLLOW. 
 
Some years ago, we hosted a group of some 45 pilgrims 
on a pilgrimage of atonement for the sins of the Middle 
Passage.  Beginning their walk from Massachusetts to 
the Door of No Return….the journey lasted nearly a 
year.  Led by Buddhist monks and nuns from Africa, 
Japan and the US their Order walked 25 miles a day and 
chanted. The day after they left us, I felt compelled to 
join up with them from Montevallo, Alabama to               
Clanton. I thought that I would trail in the back of the 
group, but the monks insisted that the shepherd-
leaders  go first. 
 
As we neared Clanton, the blisters on my feet were 
ready to explode in my brain.  It was more than walking 
my standard five miles….five times five miles.  The            
experience of support and focus, friendship and                
community were an integral part of this “sacred walk 
of atonement.”   May we become aware of the call              
within the call that beckons us to follow a little more 
intimately the Good Shepherd who whispers our name. 
 
Last week,  Gail Buffong deepened her spiritual journey 
and became a lay Cistercian novice of the Monastery of 
the Holy Spirit.   Called by God to a deeper                      
contemplative journey offered to the laity through a life 
of prayer, silence and simplicity.  She walks not alone, 
but with 35 other lay Cistercians and supported by the  
monastic community of the monks of  Conyers. Let us 
invite and welcome our sisters and brothers to consider 
the possibility and/or probability of married life,               
consecrated life, single life….as  each one’s call answers 
the universal call of God for us to attain holiness of life.  
Shall we choose abundant life and answer the Lord            
Jesus, who calls even in the midnight hour. 
                    Your brother on the road, 
                            Friar Noel 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Prayers for Valentina—in your kindness Please 
pray for my great—niece (13yrs.) Valentina who has 
been diagnosed with leukemia.  A card would be 
appreciated. Valentina has a twin brother, Dante 
and an older sister, Paulina (HS senior). 
Her address is:  Valentina Nejfelt 
                          1835 Polo Heights Dr. 
                          Frisco, Texas 75033 
 
ACA: The Annual Catholic Appeal for the 
Diocese of Savannah which we are part of has              
St. Benedict the Moor at a GOAL of $16,550.  If you 
have not yet pledged your contribution please do 
so.  We would like to meet our responsibility by 
June 30.  May the Lord keep on blessing our efforts 
in financial sustainability at home and in our               
obligations to the Diocesan church. 
               

                 
 
Today is the National Day of Prayer for Abused 

Children.  This is the day when people pray for the 

victims of child abuse and for those who rescue 

them. 

BLUE SUNDAY PRAYER 

Lord, thank you for our children                                             
For them we kneel and pray                                                 

Help us teach them of your kindness                                        
Of your mercy and your way                                                
Help us show them of your love                                          
Your strength and safety too                                               
Help us show them who you are                                         
Help us treat them like you do    

How to pray for abused children on Blue Sunday:  
Pray they will be rescued 
Pray they are placed with caring people 
Pray their minds and bodies can heal 
Pray they find hope 
Pray for those who rescue them 

 

 

 

Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today!  
Your support funds religious education, seminary 
formation, lay ministry training, and other           
programs that build vibrant faith communities  
right here in the United States.  Please be generous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar flowers were donated                                                       
in memory of                                                                        

Paul Julien                                                                        
by Junius Julien 

 

 

 

 

 
Fourth Sunday of Easter ~April 25th  10:30 AM 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 

Easter Weekday~April 26th               12 Noon 
the intentions of St. Benedict the Moor 

 
Easter Weekday~April 27th                 11 AM 

Valentina Nejfelt for healing 
 

St. Peter Chanel ~  April 28th                12 Noon 
Blessings upon Mother Genevieve, LSP 

 
St.Catherine of Siena~April 29th          11 AM 

Blessings upon Friar Noel 
 

St. Pius V ~April 30th                           12 Noon 
+Willie Mae Dawson 

 
St. Joseph the Worker ~ May 1st            8:00 AM 

Blessings upon all at St. Joseph Residence 
Enfield, Connecticut 

 

                                                                                                                                 

 

Weekly Finance Report: April 18 

Offertory:  $1900.00   (Online  $250.00) 
Rice Bowls:  $450.00  (Online $10.00) 
Kitchen Reno:  $155.00   
Utilities:  $100.00   
Church Repair:  $110.00   
 

Online donations allow you to stay up-to-date and 
continue your support.  Please go to 
https://osvhub.com/stbenedictthemoorcolumbus/funds 
to contribute. 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

Blue Sunday 

Special Collection 

Stewardship 

   Mass Intentions 

 
 
 

READING 1    Acts 4:8-12 

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: “Leaders of the 
people and elders: If we are being examined today 
about a good deed done to a cripple, namely, by 
what means he was saved, then all of you and all the 
people of Israel should know that it was in the name 
of Jesus Christ the Nazorean whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead; in his name this 
man stands before you healed. 
He is the stone rejected by you, the builders, 
    which has become the cornerstone. 
There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is 
there any other name under heaven given to the             
human race by which we are to be saved.” 

 

RESPONSORIAL 

R.  The stone rejected by the builders has become 
the cornerstone. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his mercy endures forever. 
It is better to take refuge in the LORD 
    than to trust in man. 
It is better to take refuge in the LORD 
    than to trust in princes. 
R.  The stone rejected by the builders has become 
the cornerstone. 
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
    and have been my savior. 
The stone which the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
    it is wonderful in our eyes. 
R. The stone rejected by the builders has become 
the cornerstone. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; 
    we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
    and have been my savior. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    for his kindness endures forever. 
R. The stone rejected by the builders has become 
the cornerstone. 

 

 

READING 2      1 Jn 3:1-12             

Beloved: 
See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we 
may be called the children of God. Yet so we are. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do 
know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is. 
 

 

 

                                                                               

GOSPEL   Jn 10:11-18 

Jesus said: 
“I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is not 
a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, 
and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is         
because he works for pay and has no concern for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and 
mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this 
fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my 
voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have power 
to lay it down, and power to take it up again. 
This command I have received from my Father.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

 

 

Our sick list is for parishioners, family and friends in 

need of prayer. Please  keep our list current by calling 

the office to add or remove a name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Noel Danielewicz    
Valentina Nejfelt                                     
Sr. Apollonia, cssf. 
Sr. Delores Anne, cssf 
Helen Bell                      
Amanda Cole  
Mik Cole    
Robert Cole  
Ola Danielewicz              
Robert Dozier  
Carl English 
Stephanie Findlay 
Yvonne Gilberti                
Elizabeth Grey  
Ginnette Hughes 
Cecelia Hyams 
Clarence Johnson  
Cecil Jones 
Donald Julien 
Michael King 
Earl King 
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Elvia King                                  
Lenny Korona   
Shirley Labbe                               
Ida Ruth Lane                         
Mittie Lewis      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Major Nettles 
Cordell Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker   
Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
Joe Ravalese 
Joan Rogala 
Lydia Sliva 
Madeline Smith 
Emi Talbert 
Friar Steven Tremier 
Dorothy Washington 
Friar Carl Zdancewicz 
 

 

In Our Prayers 


