
 

 
 
 
 
     Sisters and  brothers,  

   

 May the peace of the Lord Jesus 
             be with you! 
The Gospel of John reminds us that you and I             
have become grafted unto the vine that is Christ                    
Jesus.  Through the sacrament of BAPTISM, we have  
entered into a Covenant—relationship with God as              
sisters and brothers.  We have become grafted to the 
vine that is Christ Jesus. 
 
Jesus says:    “I am the vine, and you are the branches.”   
You and I have entered a relationship with the                 
Trinitarian community of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, where God promises to be our God and we     
promise to be His people.  Amen!  Our lives resemble  
the CROSS—as we open ourselves vertically with God 
and horizontally with our sisters and brothers in the 
family of the Church. 
 
While teaching and preaching,  Jesus in true rabbinical 
style uses analogies that are so clear that there is no 
need for further explanation.  Some expressions that  
we are familiar with are—“cold as ice” or “sharp as a 
knife.”  And while He taught some of his famous  
analogies were: “yeast and dough,” “the shepherd  
finding his lost sheep,”  and  “the vine and the  
branches.” 
 
 
This morning,  let us explore the analogy of Jesus the 
Vine and his Father, the vine—dresser.  Remember,             
we are the branches and if we want to belong to God, 
we have to be attached to the vine that is Christ 
Jesus.  Attachment implies that we allow the life of 
Christ to flow into us through prayer and encountering 
Him in the sacraments. 
 
The Father is the vine—dresser in this analogy, who 
will encourage the good and cut—off the useless 
branches. In order to produce an abundant crop of 
grapes, the vine—dresser knows to prune back the          
vine so that grapes will be abundant.  Jesus reassures 
us that we are already pruned back because of the 
WORD so that we might be guided by Jesus and bear 
fruit.  May our lives be filled with the abundant gifts          
of the Holy Spirit, as we grow deeper in the Lord. 
 
Church—Family, we are called to lives of virtue….as we 
bear the “Fruits of the Spirit” as love, joy, peace,           
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,                   
gentleness, and self-control.  Simply imagine, the  
impact of those gifts in our lives and in our world. This 
is what Jesus had in mind when he said:   
  “I am the vine and you are the branches.” 
 
 
 
 

Turning to the Acts of the Apostles,  gives us a real 
sense of life in the early Church, as they dealt with       
opposition both from within and from outside the  
Christian Community. If we think about it, how much 
has really changed?  Not a whole lot. 
 
We are still being confronted, oppressed, and                    
persecuted for being followers of the Christ by the way 
we live, the Gospel values we uphold  the outreach            
ministry that we do.  The winds of secularism and  
strong—individualism attempt to separate us from the 
vine/that is Christ Jesus!  However, Christ has promised 
that the Father would send the Holy Spirit to be 
a guiding force for the Church till the end of time. 
 
Church—Family of St. Benedict the Moor: as long as we 
remain a living and vibrant community of FAITH in 
Christ Jesus,  we will remain strong branches on the 
VINE. You and I cannot simply “talk the talk,  but, must 
be willing to walk the walk!” Amen! 
 
Like the many grapes of wine that are pressed down 
together, you and I become the new wine for the               
Kingdom!   May the Spirit of the living God sear our 
minds, so that we will raise our hands to the Gospel 
plow and do whatever needs to be done in Jesus’ Name 
for the good of our Mother the Church and our 
Mother the Earth! 
 
Through it all,  we must remain in love with JESUS, the 
Vine !  The heart of GOD is LOVE that is altruistic, not 
self-absorbed. May the gift of our humble—service            
remind us that we are the branch and Christ is the Vine!  
Like John the Baptist, we must decrease and Christ 
must increase! A simple translation:  sometimes, it 
means that we must move aside and get out of the 
way and let God be God!  May we be about the business 
of welcoming and receiving the Guest at the door…. 
               Your brother—pastor, 
                       Friar Noel 
 
P.S. In the words of Dorothy Day,  “we might be                 
entertaining ANGELS as we welcome the STRANGER!”
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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 Let us continue to keep Mr. Earl King 

in our prayers. He is presently in the ICU at                    
Piedmont Mid—Town Hospital. 

 Next Sunday, May 9th we will celebrate 
Mothers Day with a May Crowning after the               
Homily.  Let us remember our living and deceased 
Mothers, Grandmothers, and God-mothers in              
prayer. 

 The May is dedicated to our Lady. Plan 
on praying the ROSARY individually, as a Family, or 
join your Church—Family on our conference—line 
at 8PM.  Monday—Thursday.  706-894-9969 
Sunday we celebrate the Liturgy of the Word. 

 Special thanks to the Midtown Pharmacy 
for collaborating with us in making the Moderna 
Vaccine available to our community. We had our 
first set of inoculations on Thursday, April 29th at 
11AM.  Through the efficiency skills of Deborah 
Thompson, folks were called, consent forms were 
filled out and delivered.  If you know of anyone in 
need of the first vaccine, we hope to make it            
available in the near future. 

 In your charity, please remember the 
soul of +Eva Brown, the grandmother of 
Dr. Brett Dawson and the Great—Grand-mother  
of Jordyn, Marcel and Joseph Dawson. May she  
enjoy eternal life and beatitude in the House of  
the Father. Amen! 

 The Felician Sisters of North America, 
remember the lives of +Sr. Maria Consolata 
Missasauga, Canada and +Sr. Mary Janice, of 
Providence, Rhode Island, who recently died. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed rest in peace.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Christine Dawson        May 5 
        Ruby Rumley         May 11 
        Willie Lawrence         May 12 

Kimara Dexter  May 16 
Julian Rodriquez  May 18 
Lillian Humber  May 19 
LaFini Mosby  May19 
Major Nettles  May 21 
Natalie Taylor   May 27 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar flowers were donated                                                       
in memory of    

James Grant, Sr. 
James Grant, Jr. 
Loyal G. Evans                                                                     

 
by Mary Ellen Evans 

 

 
 

Sunday, May 2nd           10:30 AM 
    St. Benedict Church Family 
 
Monday, May 3rd          12 Noon 
   +Vicky Long 
 
Tuesday, May 4th         11:00 AM 
    +Richard Walsh 
 
Wednesday, May 5th      12 Noon 
    +John F. Danielewicz, sfo /birthday 
 
Thursday, May 6th       11:00 AM 
    +Maria Negru 
 
Friday, May 7th         12 Noon 
    +Willie Mae Dawson 
 
Saturday, May 8th       8:00 AM 
    +Kelly Jones 
 

 
 

                                                                                            

Weekly Finance Report: April 25 

Offertory:  $1523.00   (Online  $285.00) 
Home Missions:  $165.00 
Rice Bowls:  $20.00   
Kitchen Reno:  $100.00   
Utilities:  $5.00  (Online  $50.00) 
Church Repair:  $89.00   
Altar Flowers:  $100.00 
 

Online donations allow you to stay up-to-date and 
continue your support.  Please go to 
https://osvhub.com/stbenedictthemoorcolumbus/funds 
to contribute. 

Pastoral Concerns 

Happy Birthday Stewardship 

   Mass Intentions 

 
 
 

READING 1    Acts 9:26-31 

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not           
believing that he was a disciple. Then Barnabas took 
charge of him and brought him to the apostles, and 
he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and 
that he had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he 
had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. He 
moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, and 
spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord. He also 
spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried 
to kill him. And when the brothers learned of this, 
they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his 
way to Tarsus. The church throughout all Judea,  
Galilee, and Samaria was at peace. It was being built 
up and walked in the fear of the Lord, and with the 
consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers. 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL 

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people. 
I will fulfill my vows before those who fear the 
LORD. 
    The lowly shall eat their fill; 
they who seek the LORD shall praise him: 
    “May your hearts live forever!” 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people. 
All the ends of the earth 
    shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
all the families of the nations 
    shall bow down before him. 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people. 
To him alone shall bow down 
    all who sleep in the earth; 
before him shall bend 
    all who go down into the dust.  
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people. 
And to him my soul shall live; 
    my descendants shall serve him. 
Let the coming generation be told of the LORD 
    that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born 
    the justice he has shown. 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people. 

 
 

READING 2      1 Jn 3:18-24           

Children, let us love not in word or speech but in 
deed and truth. Now this is how we shall know that 
we belong to the truth and reassure our hearts       
before him in whatever our hearts condemn, 
for God is greater than our hearts and knows  

 
 
 
everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have confidence in God and receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we keep his command-
ments and do what pleases him. And his command-
ment is this: we should believe in the name of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he 
commanded us. Those who keep his commandments 
remain in him, and he in them, and the way we know 
that he remains in us is from the Spirit he gave us. 
                                                                             

GOSPEL   Jn 15:1-8 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit, and every one 
that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You 
are already pruned because of the word that I spoke 
to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a 
branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains 
on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in 
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever     
remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, 
because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who 
does not remain in me will be thrown out like a 
branch and wither; people will gather them and 
throw them into a fire and they will be burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for 
you. By this is my Father glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.” 
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Elvia King                                  
Lenny Korona   
Shirley Labbe                               
Ida Ruth Lane                         
Mittie Lewis      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Major Nettles 
Cordell Parker 
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Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
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Joan Rogala 
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Madeline Smith 
Emi Talbert 
Friar Steven Tremier 
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In Our Prayers 


