
 

 
 

 

 

 
Sisters and brothers, 
        Joining our voices with that of the                     
psalmist, we pray— 
“Lord, sent out your Spirit and renew 
the face of the earth……. renew the 
face of the Church!” 
 
In the Old Testament God as Father is revealed, 
and God the Son is disclosed in a veiled way,             
while we receive only a glimpse of God the Holy 
Spirit.  As we  reflect on the course of salvation 
history, the Holy Spirit kept the sacred authors 
free from error.  It is the Spirit that guided the             
Hebrew people along the path of salvation.  And  
at the appointed time,  it is the Spirit of the 
Lord that set the stage for Jesus’ coming and the 
redemption of all humankind.     
 
Scanning the Scriptures and beginning with the 
Book of Genesis, it is the Spirit Who breathe upon 
the waters.   While in the Book of Exodus we learn 
of the call of Moses with his experience of God in 
the “burning bush”  that caught on fire on Sinai’s 
mountain.  And of course the “column of fire” at 
night that reminded and guided the Hebrews on 
their exodus through slavery to the Promised 
Land.     
 
According to contemporary writer, Fr. Ronald            
Rolheiser, OMI—"We live in a culture characterized 
by flightiness, lack of commitment, hanging loose, 
infidelity, and cynicism and program boredom, we 
need: fire, passion and romance.”      
 
Like our early Church ancestors, we too, wait in 
prayer and anticipation for the outpouring of God 
the Holy Spirit this Pentecost 2021!   What 
gifts/charisms will the Spirit of God pour upon the 
Church as we begin to slowly emerge from the 
pandemic of the past year and a half.  We seek  
energy and vitality that will bring forth new life 
and possibility for the Church, and for all of                
humanity.   
 
Learning from our global experience, we have               
discovered the truth of INEQUITY in our own              
nation and the nations of the world. Hopefully, we 
will NOT be struck by global amnesia,  and join 
those who have profited during this time of  
stress and struggle.  Nor revert back to the olde 
cliché “business back as usual.”  
 

Seeing the FACES of our sisters and brothers in 
India dying by the thousands, convicts us all that 
in these times of global injustice and social unrest, 
we cannot remain indifferent…every LIFE matters! 
 
In his book,   Theology for Ministry: An                            
Introduction for Lay Ministers,  Edward                          
Hahnenberg, PhD, offers this observation: “The 
Spirit is God’s love for each of us. It is God’s loving 
presence within me.”   He goes on to say—The 
beauty of God’s gift is that it comes to us as we 
are.  When the apostles shared the gift of the                 
Spirit, the people who listened did not need to 
learn a new language. Instead, they confessed ”we 
heard them speaking in our own tongues the 
mighty acts of God.”      
 
Sisters and brothers of St. Benedict the Moor, none 
of us has all the gifts that are needed “to rebuild, 
renew and grow the Church!”   However, together 
as a Church—Family, we find that we are longing 
for the Lord and one another. The last two              
Sundays have reflected the need to minister 
through being PRESENT to one another in                
Christian fellowship. 
 
For some of our membership, being at home alone 
has been more than difficult. As we have come to 
worship the Lord on this PENTECOST, may we               
experience how the Spirit of God can bless, anoint, 
fire and sear us as we give God the praise and  
the glory, the honor and the worship that He is 
due in this House of Prayer. 
 
May it become our upper—room, where our FAITH 
creates a humble and receptive heart for the God 
who chooses to manifest Himself among us                    
today……May fear and indifference fall like scales  
that entrap us;  may trust and compassion 
empower us to use our gifts and talents that burn 
in our hearts for the good of growing the Church 
as we give JESUS—grandchildren for today and for 
tomorrow, and for the tomorrows that will follow! 
 

May this Pentecost 2021—serve as our strategic 
launching pad for going forward as a community 
of FAITH that needs to be shared….talked 
about….and given away! Identify your GIFT….your 
CHARISM….given to make a difference for others! 
While we have breath…..let us praise the Lord!   It’s 
a NEW DAY at St. Benedict, who are you                     
bringing to Church this week? 
               Happy Birthday Church! 

                           Friar Noel 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Altar Flowers are dedicated this 
week in memory of 

Eva Mae Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Men of St. Benedict—  Special thanks to Joseph 
Turner, President of the Men of St. Benedict for 
their beautiful plaque and scholarship gift to our 
graduates: 

        Ayokunle B. Ayinmide  & 
         Marcel Ellis Dawson 
Let us keep our brothers in prayer as 
they transition to college. 

 
Annual Catholic Appeal—We have received our 
ACA Progress Report from the Diocesan Office as 
of 5/13/21. 

Our Goal is:            $16, 550.00 
We pledged:              11, 005.00 
We paid:                      6, 745.00 
Our Balance:              5, 545.00 
 

If you have NOT pledged yet, please do so ASAP.  
For those who have pledged, let us pay out our 
pledges by June 30th. 

Mr. Richard Gibbs, parish representative. 
 

Franciscan Friars Conventual—As the 
Academic year draws to a close at St. Anne- Pacelli 
High School,  Friar Franck will be leaving                  
Columbus having completed his “Pastoral Year” and 
will be preparing for his Solemn Vows at the end of 
July 2021. In the Fall of the year, Friar Franck will 
be at Catholic University to finish his studies there.   
Let us keep him in our prayers and thank God for 
his YES to serve the Church! 

 
Friar Cristofer (Chris) will be helping out at our 
Outreach Program during the summer on                 
Thursdays.  Welcome back Friar Chris! 
 
 

 

 

      

 

 

 
 

to Pam King  
on the loss of her husband                                                 

Michael King 
& 

to Andrea Lane  
on the loss of her sister                           

Janice Hamilton 
 

Have hope in tomorrow, have faith in the                   
everlasting, and comfort in the love of friends and                    

family.  May your loved ones rest now in                                              
God’s peace. 

 
 
 
Today we take up the collection for the Catholic 
Communication  Campaign.  Your support helps 
the CCC connect people to Christ and builds                 
Catholic communities in the United States and 
around the world using the internet, television,           

radio, and print media. Half the funds we collect 
remain here in the Diocese of Savannah to support 
local efforts.  Be a part of this campaign to spread 
the Gospel message.  Support the collection today!  
To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc.                                            
 
 

 
 
Weekly Finance Report: May 16 
Offertory:  $1419.00   (Online  $250.00) 
Kitchen Reno:  $125.00   
Ascension:  $193.00    
Church Repair:  $40.00  (Online  $100.00) 
Repast Fund:  $85.00 

  
 
 
Sunday, May 23, 2021           10:30 AM 
  Pentecost Sunday      +Janice Hamilton 
            Church—Family of St. Benedict 
Monday, May 24, 2021           12 Noon 
  Mary, Mother of the Church  +Matthew Dawson                           
Tuesday, May 25, 2021           11:00 AM 
  St. Bede the Venerable   +Fr. Bede Abram, ofm, conv.                                                                
Wednesday, May 26, 2021       12 Noon 
  St. Philip Neri                   +Ella Jones 
Thursday, May 27, 2021          11:00 AM 
  St Augustine of Canterbury     +Ruby Dawson-Gros 
Friday, May 28, 2021               12 Noon 
    +Emma Dawson-Byrd 
Saturday, May 29, 2021              8:00 AM 
 St. Paul VI, Pope          +Justine Johnson 

Pastoral Concerns 

Catholic Communication Campaign 

Altar Flowers 

Stewardship 

   Mass Intentions 

 
 
 

READING 1    Acts 2:1-11 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were 
all in one place together. And suddenly there came 
from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and 
it filled the entire house in which they were. Then 
there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which 
parted and came to rest on each one of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled 
them to proclaim. Now there were devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. 
At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, 
but they were confused because each one heard 
them speaking in his own language. They were 
astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not 
all these people who are speaking Galileans? Then 
how does each of us hear them in his native                     
language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 
inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as              
travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to            
Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them           
speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of 
God.” 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL 

R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
    O LORD, my God, you are great indeed! 
How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
    the earth is full of your creatures. 
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth. 
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
    may the LORD be glad in his works! 
Pleasing to him be my theme; 
    I will be glad in the LORD. 
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth. 
If you take away their breath, they perish 
    and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, 
    and you renew the face of the earth. 
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of 
the earth. 

 

READING 2      1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13  

Brothers and sisters: No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 
except by the Holy Spirit. There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit;  there are              
different forms of service but the same Lord; there 
are different workings but the same God who                  
produces all of them in everyone. To each individual  

 
 
 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some  
benefit. As a body is one though it has many parts, 
and all the parts of the body, though many, are one 
body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink 
of one Spirit. 
 
 
GOSPEL   Jn 20:19-23                                                                                            
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, when 
the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
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