
 

 
 

 

 

 
Sisters and brothers,  I would like to jog your memory 
banks to the late 50’s…do you recall the television                  
series –"Spanky and Our Gang?”   In one of his many 
adventures, Spanky offers the blueprint for leaving 
home to his television audience. 

 gather your valuable possessions 
 wrap them in a white cloth 
 tie the bundle of valuables to a stick 
 then fling the stick over your shoulders 

 and leave 
 

One day, when the opportunity presented itself,  
my brother alias “Alfalfa” and I “Spanky” of course, 
gathered our valuable possessions and secretly slipped 
out of the house into our backyard.   We headed toward 
our “Clubhouse” which we fondly called the “SHED” 
that was conveniently located under the back-porch. 
Needless to say, that was all part of our growing up 
years of imagining lives of adventure and travel. 
 
However, on August 3, 1966, I left home for real with 
two suitcases in hand and began a journey of                       
discipleship as a young Franciscan novice—candidate.  
Returning home is always comforting, yet somewhat 
awkward, as I have changed as a result of years of              
formation, education and ministerial experiences.               
Yet, to my relatives…I was still Johnny. 
 
Turning to Mark’s Gospel, Jesus returns home to  
Nazareth a rabbi of noted distinction…who calmed the 
seas, cast out demons, cured the sick, raised a child from 
the dead and so much more.   Jesus discovers that his 
own family, relatives and kinfolk were not as welcoming 
as they use to be.  Oh, at first, they were amazed by his 
words, the healings and miracles, but began to question 
his authority to speak.    
 
When Jesus left Nazareth and went to Capernaum, 
he broke away from family, home, and occupation 
and they simply found him too much for them! Jesus 
replied to them by saying—“No prophet is without honor 
except in his native place, among his own kin and in his 
own house.”  The locals were aware of his background 
as a son of a carpenter, so they questioned where did 
he get all of this wisdom from?  In addition, they also 
knew Jesus’ mother,  Mary and his brothers— 
James and Joses, Judas and Simon.   As a  result 
of their lack of Faith in Jesus, he could work very  
few miracles in Nazareth. 
 
Scanning the faces of my brothers and sisters in 
the Franciscan Order,  their lives of service COST 
them….Friar Lucien, who lived to be a 100—because            
of his boldness helped rescue 150 Polish orphans from 
Poland during World War II.  He endured the backlash 
of not being able to return to his native land.   Yet just  
 

 
 
before he died, he was honored by the President of            
Poland as a War Hero at my hometown of New Britain, 
CT. 
 
One of my friends, Sister Patricia Marie was transferred 
after a year of teaching, because the local pastor 
learned that she was not Polish. And then there is Friar 
Vincent, who spent over 50 years of work in our                 
Japanese missions and after all that time was not fully 
accepted as a member of the community by our own 
Friars. Rejection is what Jesus experienced among his  
own family members and it is what drives the prophet 
Ezekiel to say--  “I am sending you to the Israelites,            
rebels who have rebelled against  me; they and their         
ancestors have revolted against me to this very day.” 
 
Ezekiel continues on….”Hard of face and obstinate of 
heart are they to whom I am sending you.”   This             
indifference to the Word of God is where we find so 
many folks today who basically are unchurched…and 
have never been truly evangelized.  They are consumed 
by a strong individualism and an unrelenting                       
secularism that makes the challenge of evangelizing  
rather difficult. 
 
St. Paul in his Letter to the Corinthians remarks that in 
spite of everything else going on…“a thorn in the flesh 
was given to me!”  Some probable speculation was a 
reference to being afflicted by a disease of the throat 
that would severely cripple his preaching ministry.  But 
Jesus says to Paul and to all of us—“No matter what 
you are going through, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
Sisters and brothers, the road to discipleship is laden 
with many sharp twists and curves, obstacles and              
setbacks.  But as Paul would put it—I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and                
constraints, for the sake of Christ:  for when I am weak, 
then I am strong!”  Whether we are physically,                       
mentally, emotionally, spiritually or psychologically 
struggling…be advised the Lord is with you! 
 

As women and men of the Church, we are called to       
prophetic change and conversion of heart for the 
Name of Jesus!    Our journey is far from over---simply 
look at Abraham, our Father in Faith and his wife Sarah, 
both in their senior years when God called them to pack 
up and to travel to a foreign land they knew not.   They 
trusted and God delivered them to the Promised 
Land! 
 

Let us keep our eyes fixed on JESUS and walk together 
on the Gospel Road as we continue to do his MISSION in 
the world! 
            On the road,    Friar Noel 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Rhonda Savoy   July 1 
Robert Cole   July 2 
Evelyn Pough   July 5 
Kristopher Hill   July 6 
Gwendolyn Parker  July 9 
Adryonna Rutherford  July 13 
Stacy Campbell  July 24 
Clarence Johnson  July 31 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

St. Benedict the Moor hosts:  Vacation BIBLE 
School For ADULTS~ 

Entitled:   “Women of the WORD!” 
   Samaritan Woman   John 4: 4-42 
    Sudan’s ~Josephine Bahkita 
 
When:   Monday,       July 19   12 Noon  -- 3:30 PM 
             Tuesday,      July 20   11 AM     --  2:30 PM 
             Wednesday, July 21   12 Noon  --  3:30 PM 
             Thursday,    July 22    11 AM    --  2:30 PM 
             Friday,         July 23    12 Noon --  3:30 PM 
 
 With a light summer lunch 
 Bring your Favorite Bible 
 Invite some of your friends 
 Enjoy crafts and songs 

 
PRE—REGISTRATION is required: 

Name__________________________________ 

Address___________________________ cell__________ 

City_______________State_____  Zip Code___________ 

 

 

ACA: the Annual Catholic Appeal is half- 
way over on June 30th.   We would like to thank  
all those who have pledged and are completing 
payment on their pledges.  For those who have 
not yet made a pledge, please do so as we go 
forward and do our share as a member of the 
Diocese of Savannah.  Our goal is $16, 550. 
To date we have given $11,475. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Finance Report: June 27 
Offertory:  $1857.00   (Online  $250.00) 
Kitchen Reno:  $175.00   
Church Repair:  $105.00   (Online  $25.00)   
Peter’s Pence:  $123.00 

  
 
 
 
 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time       10:30 am 
  Sunday, July 4, 2021 

St. Benedict the Moor Church—Family 
For blesings upon the United States 

Monday, July 5, 2021                     12 Noon 
        Mass for Healing—Strength 
           For a safe surgical procedure for Fr. Noel 
Tuesday, July 6, 2021                     11:00 AM 
        St. Maria Goretti       Service of the Word 
Wednesday, July 7, 2021               12 Noon 
        Service of the Word 
Thursday, July 8, 2021                     11:00 AM 
        +Dr. Harold Quivers 
    requested by Drs. Gary and Brett Dawson 
Friday, July 9. 2021                        12 Noon 
       St. Augustine Zhao & Companion Martrys. 
       Virginia Quivers 
 requested by Drs. Gary and Brett Dawson 
Saturday, July 10, 2021                    8 AM 
      In  Honor of Our Lady 
        +Daniel Murphy, Sr. 
 requested by Dr. Brett Dawson 

    Intentions for daily and Sunday Masses can be 
          scheduled through the Church Office.   
 

                                                                                           

July 4—Willie Lawrence & Beverly Saulsbury 

July 11—Richard Gibbs & Mary Ellen Evans 

July 18—Celia Ferguson & Joseph Turner 

July 25—Ethel Johnson & Gary Dawson 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

Lector Schedule 

Birthdays 

Stewardship 

   Mass Intentions 

 
 
 

 

READING 1     Ez 2:2-5 

As the LORD spoke to me, the spirit entered into me 
    and set me on my feet, 
    and I heard the one who was speaking say to me: 
    Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, 
    rebels who have rebelled against me; 
    they and their ancestors have revolted against me 
to this very day. 
Hard of face and obstinate of heart 
    are they to whom I am sending you.  
But you shall say to them: Thus says the LORD GOD!  
And whether they heed or resist—for they are a              
rebellious house— 
    they shall know that a prophet has been among 
them. 

 

RESPONSORIAL 

R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his 
mercy. 
To you I lift up my eyes 
    who are enthroned in heaven — 
As the eyes of servants 
    are on the hands of their masters. 
R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his 
mercy. 
As the eyes of a maid 
    are on the hands of her mistress, 
So are our eyes on the LORD, our God, 
    till he have pity on us. 
R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his 
mercy. 
Have pity on us, O LORD, have pity on us, 
    for we are more than sated with contempt; 
our souls are more than sated 
    with the mockery of the arrogant, 
    with the contempt of the proud. 
R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his 
mercy.  

 

READING 2      2 Cor 12:7-10 

Brothers and sisters: 
That I, Paul, might not become too elated, because of 
the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh 
was given to me, an angel of Satan, to beat me, to 
keep me from being too elated.  Three times I begged 
the Lord about this, that it might leave me, but he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power 
is made perfect in weakness.” I will rather boast 
most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the 
power of Christ may dwell with me. Therefore, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,              
persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of Christ; 
for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 
 
GOSPEL   Mk 6:1-6                                                                                      

 
Jesus departed from there and came to his native 
place, accompanied by his disciples. When the                
sabbath came he began to teach in the synagogue, 
and many who heard him were astonished. They 
said, “Where did this man get all this? What kind of 
wisdom has been given him? What mighty deeds are 
wrought by his hands! Is he not the carpenter, the 
son of Mary, and the brother of James and Joses and 
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with 
us?” And they took offense at him.  
Jesus said to them, 
“A prophet is not without honor except in his native 
place and among his own kin and in his own house.”  
So he was not able to perform any mighty deed 
there, apart from curing a few sick people by laying 
his hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of 
faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sick list is for parishioners, family and friends in 

need of prayer. Please  keep our list current by calling 

the office to add or remove a name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Noel Danielewicz    
Valentina Nejfelt                                     
Sr. Apollonia, cssf. 
Sr. Delores Anne, cssf 
Helen Bell                      
Amanda Cole  
Mik Cole    
Robert Cole  
Ola Danielewicz  
Paul Danielewicz             
Robert Dozier  
Carl English 
Stephanie Findlay 
Yvonne Gilberti                
Elizabeth Grey  
Ginnette Hughes 
Cecelia Hyams 
Clarence Johnson  
Cecil Jones 
Donald Julien 
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Earl King 
Elvia King 
Donna Koermer 
Lenny Korona   
Shirley Labbe                               
Ida Ruth Lane                         
Mittie Lewis      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Major Nettles 
Cordell Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker   
Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
Joe Ravalese 
Joan Rogala 
Lydia Sliva 
Madeline Smith 
Emi Talbert 
Dorothy Washington 
 
 

In Our Prayers 


