
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Dear sisters and brothers, 
     
I bring the fraternal greetings of the Friars of the 
Province of Our Lady of the Angels! We have been 
blessed by our gathering in an Extraordinary                      
Chapter in Baltimore.  Be assured of the prayers 
and support of my brother—friars. 
 
Today, I would like to reflect on the theme  
Of “blessing” or in Hebrew, “berakah.”  
Pope Francis recalls how in the Creation accounts 
in Genesis God always and continually blesses life, 
and how at the beginning of the Bible, there is a 
continual repetition of blessings.  Church, 
“blessings” accompany us throughout the entirety 
of our lives and make our hearts pliable to the 
creative hands of God to change it. 
 
Despite the countless ways humankind has sinned 
against the Creator,  Pope Francis reminds us that 
“Nothing will take away God’s original imprint of 
goodness that God placed in the world, in human 
nature, in all of us—the capacity of blessing and 
being blessed.  God did not make a mistake with 
creation nor when he created all of us.  Amen! 
 
Our Holy Father stresses that the HOPE of the 
world lies entirely in God’s blessing. as God 
continues to desire our good.  God’s greatest 
blessing is Jesus Christ!  Jesus is a blessing for all 
of humanity, for he is the blessing that saved us 
all!  Christ Jesus is the eternal Word with which 
the Father blessed us. 
 
Pope Francis notes that God is like a good father 
or a good mother, in that “they never stop loving 
their child, no matter what he or she may have 
done wrong.”   Using a common image of people in 
line on the way to go into a prison, there are many 
mothers among them. They are there to visit and 
support their imprisoned children.  The Pope 
makes the parallel that sinners remain always 
children to God.   At times we see miracles                  
happen: men and women who are reborn 
because they find this blessing that has anointed 
them as children.  We believe, that God’s GRACE  
changes life.  Referencing from the CCC Catechism 
he states:  “The prayer of blessing is our response 
to God’s gifts: because God blesses, the human 
heart can in return bless the One who is the source 
of every blessing.    (CCC #2626) 

 
 

Pope Francis affirms that we cannot but bless this 
God who blesses us; we must bless everyone in 
Him, all people, to bless God and bless our               
brothers and sisters, to bless the world.  For this is 
the root of Christian meekness, the ability of             
feeling blessed and the ability to bless.   
 
The Pope also had some solid advice for those 
who curse, noting we should acknowledge               
whether we commit this vice, and if we do to ask 
the Lord’s grace to change this habit.  Why?             
Because we have a blessed heart and curses cannot 
come out of a heart that has been blessed.   For 
those of us who struggle with cursing, Pope              
Francis’ prayer—May the Lord teach us never to 
curse, but to bless. 
 
As we gather, sisters and brothers on the Sabbath 
of the Lord, remember God has blessed this day 
of rest and enjoyment for all of creation.  It is God 
who blesses.   So, when you have recovered                   
somewhat miraculously from illness, your life 
spared from the fires and the storms that rage on 
the earth, say “I am blessed!”  If you simply credit  
Lady Luck….that you are lucky, you missed the 
God—given gift of “blessing…of berakah.” 
 
So saints,  we are all sinners struggling to become 
saints!  A sinner can remain in error for a long 
time, but God is patient that the sinner’s heart will 
eventually change.  Remember the mothers  of 
prisoners who are in line to see their imprisoned 
child.  They do not cease to love their child and 
they know that the people passing by on the bus 
are thinking: “Ah, that is the mother of a                  
prisoner.”  They are not embarrassed about this. 
Yes, they are embarrassed but they go ahead.  
Just as their child is more important than their 
embarrassment, so we are more important to God 
than all of the sins that we can commit.  Ain’t that 
RIGHT Church? Because God is a Father, God is a 
Mother, God is pure love!  God has blessed us 
forever and He will never cease blessing us! 
 
Receive all that God chooses to give to you… 
his amazing grace and blessing!   Then, give to             
others, a blessing as well! 
 

                Your brother in the Lord, 

                           Friar Noel 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Altar Flowers are donated in 

memory of                                    

Augustine Ayinmide                                                             
on the anniversary of his birth 

      by Rachel, Yetunde, Anthonia,                                      
 Tokunbo and Ayokunle 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the 
gift of our priests. 

Through them, we experience your presence                        
in the sacraments. 

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and 

strength they need to follow in the                                   
footsteps of Jesus. 

Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 
Give them the words they need                                         

to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 

Help them to become instruments of                                
your divine grace. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns as our Eternal Priest. 

Amen 
 

 

 

 

The following ministries will lead the Rosary on 
Sundays at 10:10am beginning October 3, 2021: 
 
 October—Lectors 
 November—Music Ministry 
 December—Ushers & Men of St. Benedict 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 26, 2021 
10:30  AM  Twenty—Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
       Community of St. Benedict the Moor 

Celebrant & Homilist: Fr. Noel 
12:15 PM  Open Chat on the Priesthood:                                 
Q & A in the Church 
Monday, September 27, 2021 
12 Noon  St. Vincent de Paul    
Deceased Felician Sisters of Our Lady of Hope Province 
Tuesday, September 28, 2021 
11 AM   St. Lawrence Ruiz 
        blessings upon Lauren Gault 
Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
12 Noon   Archangels Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 
         +Betty Allen 
Thursday, September 30, 2021 
11 AM   St. Jerome 
         Valentina Nejfelt/Fr. Noel’s grand—niece 
Friday, October 1, 2021  
12 Noon     St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
    +Sr. Therese Gondek, CSSF 
Saturday, October 2, 2021 
8 AM    The Holy Guardian Angels 
     +Mildred Day 
Sunday, October 3, 2021 
 9:50 AM    Recitation of the Rosary before Mass 
10:30 AM   Community of St. Benedict the Moor 
                  health & blessings for Friar Noel 
 
6:00  PM   Transitus Service in Honor of 
        St. Francis  at Our Lady of Lourdes,                                                  
 a tri—parish celebration 

 

 

 
 
Weekly Finance Report: September 19 
Offertory:  $1125.00   (online  $250.00) 
Church Repair:  $15.00    
Kitchen Reno:  $110.00   
Altar Flowers:  $200.00 

  
 
      
 
 
 

     The special collection is for the annual Mission 
Cooperative Appeal.  Responding to this appeal 
contributes to the missionary endeavors of our 
brothers and sisters, assisting in the spreading of 
the Gospel to all nations.  This is an opportunity for 
all of us to participate in an essential dimension of 
our Christian vocation – the call to evangelize.  

 

Mission Co-op Appeal           

Altar Flowers 

Sunday Rosary 

Priesthood Sunday Prayer 

Stewardship 

  Worship and Pastoral Schedule 

  
 

 
SUNDAY ROSARY:   Beginning with the first    
Sunday of October/ October 3rd, we will begin 
praying the Rosary before Mass at 10:10 AM                  
remembering that the family that prays together, 
stays together!  Let us celebrate OCTOBER as the 
month of the Rosary. 
 
FEAST of St. Benedict the Moor will be held the 
weekend of Saturday, October 16th and Sunday, 
October 17th.As we celebrate our patronal feast of 
Franciscan Friar, St. Benedict the Moor, we also          
celebrate our collective FEAST! St. Benedict is a 
family of families, that continues to express our 
cultural diversity within the Catholic Church. 
We are planning to focus on families both present 
and from the past, upon whose shoulder we rest.    
 
Help us tell our story, share our Faith, and                  
celebrate our gifts and blessings. Some of the 
events that  will comprise our weekend will be: 

an afternoon of games/prizes 
a Family Potluck Dinner                                      
a celebratory Mass                                                
a Gospel Concert 

Choose from any of the above where you would 
like to be involved in the events of the FEAST of            
St. Benedict the Moor! 
 
name _________________________________ 
cell phone ____________________________ 
list event(s)___________________________ 
 
 
A TIME to GATHER  As we prepare to GROW the 
CHURCH—we need your help in calling forth those 
interested in returning to the Church, those who 
would like to learn about the FAITH, and those 
who would like to walk with someone as a sponsor 
on their faith journey.   Please call:  Gail Buffong 
706-536- 8468 or Fr. Noel    410-818-8149 
                                                 
Transitus of St. Francis 
     On Sunday, October 3, 2021 we will celebrate 
the remembrance of the Death of St. Francis and 
his journey to glory in a Prayer Service called 
Transitus. 
       This year we will gather at ~ 
               Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
               Torch Hill Road, Columbus, Georgia 
               6 PM  for the TRANSITUS SERVICE 
 
    Join the Friars as we celebrate the Transitus 
         of our founder, St. Francis of Assisi! 
 

 

    

 

Dear Friar Noel and Parishioners of St. Benedict 
the Moor, 

 The five children of Mrs. Ida Ruth Lane wish 
to thank you all for the most beautiful Funeral 
Mass and farewell for Mama. 

 Your support, kindness and love nurtured 
Mama in her journey to know God.  We all saw and 
felt Christ’s love in the face of Friar Noel during 
his many visits and witnessed Mom’s instant                   
reaction when he called.  She really looked forward 
to his priestly/friend visits for sacraments and 
conversation.  Honest love shown there always.  
Parishioners’ prayers, acts of kindness and the 
musician and choir added so much brilliance to 
what has been devastating to all of us, really 
steadied our reeling hearts and minds.  Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for all that you 
prayed, did, said, and stand for.  Your expressions 
of love and sympathy will always be remembered. 

Pray for us and we’ll be praying for you! 

Anton, Deborah, Rhonda, Ernesto and Andrei  

    

 

 

 

 

 

Our sick list is for parishioners, family and friends in 

need of prayer. Please  keep our list current by calling 

the office to add or remove a name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Noel Danielewicz    
Valentina Nejfelt                                     
Helen Bell                      
Amanda Cole  
Mik Cole    
Robert Cole  
Paul Danielewicz             
Robert Dozier  
Carl English 
Yvonne Gilberti                
Elizabeth Grey  
Ginnette Hughes 
Lillian Humber 
Cecelia Hyams 
Clarence Johnson  
Cecil Jones 
Donald Julien 
Earl King 
Elvia King 
 

                                                                                                   
Donna Koermer                   
Lenny Korona                                                        
Mittie Lewis 
Brenda Malone      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Major Nettles 
Cordell Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker   
Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
Joe Ravalese 
Joan Rogala 
Lydia Sliva 
Madeline Smith 
Emi Talbert 
Dorothy Washington 
Mamie Wooden 
 

In Our Prayers 

Pastoral Concerns Thank you! 


