
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sisters and brothers, 
Our first reading is from the prophet Micah, who is a                   
contemporary of Isaiah.  Micah prophesies some 500 years 
before the birth of Christ saying: 
  
You Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans 
of Judah; from you shall come forth for me One who is to 
be the ruler of Israel; whose origin is from of old from                
ancient times.”   Micah notes the small city where the               
Messiah will be born in Bethlehem...some six miles from 
the capital city of Jerusalem. 
 
As we can see, the Lord chooses the simple, the                
ordinary and the small to realize his plan of salvation. 
As we reflect on the salvation plan, from a village too small 
to rank as a clan of Jacob come the One who shall be 
PEACE! 
  
Micah’s love for justice flows into the Gospel according to 
Luke, whose Gospel aims to offer a worldview that God’s 
love is for the poor.  It is the same poverty that caused 
Francis of Assisi to see the poverty of the Incarnation in 
Jesus’ emptying himself in becoming human.  Jesus in                   
embracing our human nature: lifts us up...fragile, sinful 
and broken humanity and makes it whole again.                    
Incarnation is the mystery of God loving us so much that 
he gave  his only begotten Son!  From the point of view of 
Franciscan theological perspective, we hold the position 
that God’s plan from the very beginning was to send the 
Son in love!  As St. John says:  “God first loved us and calls 
us to love one another!” 
 
Turning to the Gospel of Luke, Luke relays to us the                    
VISITATION of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth, the wife of 
Zechariah pregnant with her first-born son, John the                   
Baptist. 
 
Upon hearing Mary’s voice the infant leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and cried out in a 
loud voice saying:  “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And how does this                 
happen to me that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 
 
Let’s take a closer look at the VISITATION that the                     
Scriptures place before us...two of the most compelling 
scenes of love.  The Bridegroom reveals to us in “the Song 
of Songs” the hidden face of God.”  A God who is in love 
with all of us!  Then there is Mary of Nazareth, “who sets 
our in hast” to carry her incredible weight of love to her 
older cousin, Elizabeth.   
 
Deep within the Gospel story lies the cause of all of this  
incredible joy.. God the Holy Spirit!  Shall we break it down: 
  Mary is led by the Spirit 
  Elizabeth is filled with the Spirit 

  And John the Baptist recognizes Jesus in the       
 womb of Mary by that very same Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Helping us delve into the sacred encounter of the                  
Visitation of Mary and Elizabeth is Australian writer,                     
Benedictine Sister Verna Holyhead. 
 
Focusing on the meeting of two pregnant women:  Mary 
and Elizabeth present for the first encountering of the      
Messiah, Jesus with his precursor, John the Baptist.  Before 
angels, shepherds or magi, it was John who first adored the 
Lord in utero.  Yet the only question that Elizabeth could 
summon is: “Why has this happened to me, the mother of 
my Lord comes to me?”  For a moment imagine the scene 
of the Ark of the Covenant being taken up to Jerusalem and 
there David dances before it in joyful reverence.  (2 Samuel 
6:14-15) 
 
John now dances before Mary, the Ark of the New                     
Covenant, who is sealed in flesh and blood of the child she 
carries in her womb.  Elizabeth becomes prophetic and 
reads the signs of the times: the stirring of the child in her 
womb—Elizabeth proclaims the blessedness that God has 
bestowed on Mary and the One she carries. 
 
Sister Verna beautifully describes the generations of em-
brace speaking of Elizabeth as the “older woman of               
autumn grace” and of Mary, “the young woman of the 
springtime of salvation.:  Both needed each other.                         
Elizabeth needs Mary’s energy.  And Mary must have need-
ed Elizabeth’s mature companionship.  Sisters and broth-
ers, these two women, who are both overwhelmed by the 
favor of God are the weavers of life that shuttles back and 
forth within them, stitching the Old Testament to the New, 
with seamless grace. 
 
We began this Advent journey with the voice of John the 
Baptist crying out in the wilderness, “Prepare a way for the 
Lord!”  We merge this Advent/Christmas season with                     
Elizabeth, who may not have been called a prophet, but she 
certainly functions like one.  Elizabeth Johnson in her work, 
Truly Our Sister, writes:  Authentic prophets are those who 
speak in God’s name.  They serve as the voice of the holy 
for the people.  When they speak, the message is not theirs 
but God’s. 
 
So, when Elizabeth bursts out in the words of poetic                   
blessing, she is presented as one in touch with the mind of 
God.  It is God, blessing the fullness of the Holy Spirit, at 
work through her voice.  A woman’s words.  God’s                          
proclamation. 
 
As the scriptures say:  “Let those who have EARS hear!”  
The word of God-made-human!  For Jesus is still the rea-
son for the Season!  Let the Church say”  AMEN! 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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“Lord, make us turn to you;                                       “Lord, make us turn to you;                                       “Lord, make us turn to you;                                       “Lord, make us turn to you;                                       

let us see your face and we shall be saved.”                                                               let us see your face and we shall be saved.”                                                               let us see your face and we shall be saved.”                                                               let us see your face and we shall be saved.”                                                               
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Christmas Eve 8:00pm 
      Choir begins at 7:30pm 
Christmas Day      10:30am 
 
New Year’s Day 10:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Finance Report: December 12, 2021 
Offertory:  $2323.00   (online  $381.00) 
Immaculate Conception:  $85.00 
Religious Retirement:   $395.00      
Utilities:  $220.00    
Kitchen Reno:  $775.00   
Christmas Flowers:  $45.00 
 

Sisters and brothers, thank you for your steadfast 
and faithful giving as we continue in a spirit of                  
generous stewardship.  May the Lord keep on     
blessing your goodness! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus New Year’s Eve Celebration 
Welcome 2022! 

Please join the Knights of Columbus as we ring in 
the New Year on Friday, December 31 from 7pm to 
1am in Visitation Hall. Come and enjoy heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, door prizes, 50-50, raffle prizes and 
dance to music played by DJ Steve.  Coffee and          
pastries will be served after midnight. 

Tickets are $25 per person or $40 per couple. 

Contact:                                                                              
Jaime Herras—706-325-6298                             
Rodney Russell—706 536-6765                                              
Gerald Wieczorek—706-593-2649 

Semi-formal, black tie optional. 

                                                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrei and Andrea Lane 
May God hold your close, and guide you every day.  
And may His blessings follow you all along your 

way.  Congratulations on your                                               
40th Wedding Anniversary 

 Collection for Catholic Schools 

Happy New Year 2022 

Stewardship 

  
Advent Penance Service  

    
St. Benedict the Moor will be celebrating the 
Sacrament of Penance on Monday, December 
20th at 5:30 PM. Let us prepare ourselves 
spiritually and sacramentally for the coming 
of the Lord into our hearts and souls.   Take 
care of your inner sanctuary…. 
 
Christmas Poinsettias 
 
One way of remembering our loved ones is by                                
offering of a poinsettia in their memory. If you 
haven’t done so there is still time. May the Lord 
keep on blessing you for your generosity to                       
St. Benedict the Moor! 
 
 
 

 
Las Posada commemorates the journey that 
Joseph and Mary made from Nazareth (where 
they lived) to Bethlehem in search of a safe 
refuge where Mary could give birth to the              
baby Jesus.  When they were unable to find 
lodging in Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary were 
directed to a manger where animals took               
shelter.  It was here that the Child Jesus was 
born. 
 
The word “posada” means “inn or shelter” in 
Spanish.  The nine nights leading up to            
Christmas are said to represent the nine 
months that Jesus spent in Mary’s womb, or 
to represent the nine days journey from                 
Nazareth to Bethlehem where Jesus would be 
born.  These nine days of prayer begin on                 
December 16th and end on the 24th of                     
December. 
 
Thank you to all who attended and especially 
to Elvia King, Maritza Truss, Celia Mason-
Ferguson, Tilsa Taylor and Maddie Ortiz for 
preparing the refreshments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 
    10:30   
        The Community of St. Benedict the Moor 
Monday, December 20, 2021   St. Lucy 
         12 Noon   +Leamon Dawson 
 5:30PM  St. Benedict’s Penance Service 
Tuesday, December 21, 2021   St. Peter Canisius 
          11:00 AM  +Willie Mae Dawson  
Wednesday, December 22, 2021                                                  
 12 Noon   +Albertine Jones 
Thursday, December 23, 2021     
         11:00 AM     +Kelly Jones 
Friday, December 24, 2021       
 7:30PM  Choir 
 8:00PM  The Nativity of the Lord 
Saturday, December 25, 2021  
 10:30 AM  Christmas 
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