
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wade in the water, 
Wade in the water, children. 
Wade in the water, 
God’s gonna trouble the water. 
 
From the words of the spiritual, you and I are                   
called to WADE,  yes, “wade in the waters of life                   
and let God trouble the waters.”  As God troubled 
the waters of the Jordan, all humanity was made 
aware of Jesus’ Public ministry.   Jesus enters the              
Jordan River and makes holy the waters of our 
Baptism.  As God continues to trouble the waters of 
our lives Church,  you and I are called to follow            
Christ in passionate discipleship. 
 
Today, Christ enters the Jordan to wash away the  
sins of the world, while John the Baptist testifies why 
he has come.  He says:  “Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.”   
Today,  a servant lays his hands on the Lord;  a man 
lays his hands on God,  John lays his hands on              
Christ, not to forgive but to receive forgiveness. 
 
Sisters and brothers—the psalmist offers this                 
prophecy:  “The voice of the Lord is above the waters.  
What does this voice say?  This is my  beloved Son,             
in whom I am well pleased.”   And today, the Holy 
Spirit hovers over the waters in the likeness of a dove.  
Recall that it was a dove that was the sign to Noah 
that the flood had disappeared from the face of the 
earth. 
 
 
While today, the dove reveals that the world’s               
shipwreck is at an end forever.  What that means is 
that the whole panorama of human history from the 
Fall of our first parents….to the insurrection of           
domestic terrorism on the US Capitol a year ago 
speaks to our need as a nation for conversion 
and reconciliation! 
 
For the believer, for the seeker, for the searcher the 
Baptism of the Lord is still another “epiphany” as  
God reveals more about his Son with whom He is 
well pleased.  Note that as Jesus enters the Jordan he 
says nothing, while everyone else is acknowledging 
their sins.  The Baptism of the Lord marks the 
beginning of the “public ministry” of Jesus as the 
Messiah. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Author and scholar, Fr. Ronald Rolheiser says that 
“we need to be alert to the under—lying image here of 
Jesus physically breaking the waters.”  It is similar to 
when a child breaks through the waters of its            
mother’s womb—Jesus’ baptism is an image of birth!   
As his head breaks through the water, he is being 
born into a new consciousness, that of knowing his 
own blessedness.  His Baptism defines the beginning 
of his public ministry as the promised and  long 
awaited Messiah. 
 
Church, as the “Spirit of God” troubles the waters of 
our own baptismal lives,  you and I look at life 
through the eyes of being chosen and blessed!  Our 
gathering together, for this solemnity of the Lord’s 
Baptism, recalls that it is the spirit of the Lord who  
will churn the waters of our lives as we open 
ourselves to rebirth and renewal as the Church—
Family of St. Benedict the Moor. 
 
You and I are being called to move from spiritual 
complacency to being set on fire by the Holy Spirit—
to do the mission of Jesus in the name of Jesus!  How 
can we creatively do what is ours to do from home, on 
site, or on line as we answer God: whom will I send?   
Send me!  Remember it was just about three years 
ago on August 2018….we pledged ourselves together 
with the prophet Joshua: 
“As for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord!” 
 
On the onset of a New Year of grace…2022,  how do 
we take personal accountability for that commitment? 
In the words of St. Francis:  “While we have time, let 
us do good. For up until now we have done but               
little.”  If you are ready to share your talents with the 
Church—Family of St. Benedict, pray over it and let us 
enter into the conversation of sharing our time,              
talents and energy as we help in “growing the Church 
of St. Benedict the Moor” one member at a time.    
 
Let us welcome and invite family and friends to seek 
the Lord with us as we match our gifts with the needs 
of the Church!   I need your help to further develop 
our potential for building upon our past and seizing 
our future! 
 
       Your brother,   
          Friar Noel, OFM Conv. 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

“The Lord will bless his people with peace.”                                                               “The Lord will bless his people with peace.”                                                               “The Lord will bless his people with peace.”                                                               “The Lord will bless his people with peace.”                                                               

                

Our Mission 



 
 
 

 
Thank—you Church:  for your Christmas                 
generosity….cards, gifts and baked breads.  Be            
assured of my gratitude and that of the Friars                
during this Christmas  Season. 
      Ever grateful,    Friar Noel 
 
 
Active Living Ministry:  I’d like to encourage our 
membership to consider a healthier choice for               
living, as we minister to the whole person—body, 
mind and spirit. It’s important that we have              
meaningful time with one another.  Consider                  
joining us on Friday, January 14th at 12 Noon.  Feel 
free to invite your friends. 
 

 
Christmas Decorators:  A special word of gratitude 
to all the “Church—decorators” whose artistry 
brought the sanctuary to a new pristine beauty.   
           We are grateful to the following: 
      Richard Gibbs,  Brett Dawson,   
      Deborah Thompson, Andrea Lane. 
 
Our Christmas decorations and Nativity will 
remain until February 2nd the Feast of the 
Purification. 
 
 
Kitchen—Reno 2021 
We are nearing completion of the Kitchen— 
Renovation Project.  It’s time to work the punch list 
as we get ready to move back into our renovated 
space.  Our intent was to upgrade our kitchen by 
making it an open—space that would provide a safe 
and clean environment for food preparation for the 
Church and our Outreach Ministry.    If you feel       
particularly, blessed consider making a gift                      
donation. 
 

 
 

St. Benedict Community Hall 
We are beginning to target our Hall as the main 
building project for 2022.   Bob Cole is working on 
another Grant from the Anthonian Foundation              
sponsored by the Franciscan Friars Conventual.  
Our hope is to designate ALL fund—raising venues 
to off-set reno expenses .   If you are interested in 
putting your hand to the Gospel—Plow,  we are just 
beginning to explore this space with an eye to the 
future.  Looking for vision, creativity, and your               
input.    Contact the Church Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

              Altar Flowers were donated in honor of  

   

Earl King 
 

Celebrate this birthday treasuring the 

memories of God’s goodness at work in 

your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 17th Annual Deimel Legacy Ball will be an                 

in-person, smaller-scale gathering in 2022. The 

event will take place on Saturday, January 29th,      

beginning at 6 p.m. at the Columbus Convention & 

Trade Center. The Deimel Ball is an opportunity to 

enjoy fellowship with friends while supporting a 

wonderful cause: Catholic education in Columbus, 

Georgia! The event will be hosted by Diocese of                 

Savannah Bishop Most Reverend Stephen Parkes, 

and feature heavy hors d'oeuvres and drinks. There 

will also be an online auction with proceeds going 

to support St. Anne-Pacelli Catholic School families 

in need of tuition assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, our parish will take up the 137th annual Na-
tional Black and Indian Mission Collection.  Our 
support of this collection helps build the Church in 
African American, Native American, and Alaska              
Native communities from coast to coast.  Schools, 
parish religious education programs, and diocesan 
ministries depend on your generosity to help them 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  You can help 
meet unmet needs with a generous contribution   
today.  Thank you for your support. 

Pastoral Concerns Altar Flowers 

Special Collection  

Save the Date 

 

 

 

The following groups are responsible for the                  
Rosary on Sundays.  The Rosary begins at 
10:10am.  Ministry leaders should assign                            
individuals to lead the Rosary each Sunday during 
the assigned month. 

 

January   -   Lectors 

February    -   Choir 

March   -   Ushers 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Weekly Finance Report:  January 2, 2022 
Offertory:  $2830.00   (online  $250.00) 
Utilities:   $88.00   (online  $50.00) 
Church Repair:  (online  $25.00) 
Solemnity of Mary:   $145.00    
Kitchen Reno:  $205.00   
 

Our stewardship is an act of thanksgiving for 
everything we have and are.  It is an act of 
personal response to our Baptismal call: 
to live in a faith community committed to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and committed to serve each 
other’s needs.  In this season of joyful giving, 
may we give to God in proportion to what God 
has done for each of us.  (Luke 12:48)  May we 
begin to tithe, not from our leftovers, but from 
our abundance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, January 9, 2022    10:30 AM 
   Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord 
         St. Benedict Church—Family 
Monday, January 10, 2022   12:00 PM 
  Amanda Cole (successful surgery) 
        +Leamon Dawson 
Tuesday, January 11, 2022  11:00 AM 
        +Willie Mae Dawson 
Wednesday, January 12, 2022  12:00 PM 
         Paul Danielewicz on is birthday 
Thursday, January 13, 2022    11:00 AM 
        +Kelly  Jones 
Friday, January 14, 2022          12:00 PM 
         +Albertine Jones 

Ministry for Healthy Living  12 PM 
begins with Eucharist  
continues in the hall/exercises 
Lunch 
games 

Saturday, January 15, 2022        8:00 AM 
       +Walter Jones 

  Sacrament of Penance      8:30 AM 
  cleaning of the Church 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Noel Danielewicz    
Valentina Nejfelt                                     
Helen Bell                      
Amanda Cole  
Mik Cole    
Robert Cole  
Paul Danielewicz             
Robert Dozier  
Carl English 
Carlos Gaslin 
Yvonne Gilberti                
Elizabeth Grey  
Sarah Hicks 
Ginnette Hughes 
Lillian Humber 
Cecelia Hyams 
Sabrina Jackson 
Clarence Johnson  
Brittany Jones 
Cecil Jones 
Donald Julien 
Earl King 

                                                                                                   
Elvia King 
Donna Koermer                   
Lenny Korona                                                        
Mittie Lewis 
Brenda Malone      
Delores McLeod  
Ruben Meinhofer & Fam. 
Denvey Nelson  
Major Nettles 
Cordell Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker   
Debra Pough  
Evelyn Pough 
Joe Ravalese 
Joan Rogala 
Adryonna Rutherford 
Elaine Shorty 
Lydia Sliva 
Madeline Smith 
Emi Talbert 

In Our Prayers 

Worship and Pastoral Schedule 

Stewardship 

Rosary 


