
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Church with the psalmist we pray—  

 
         “Lord, it is good to give thanks to you… 
         to sing praise to your name, Most High. 
         Yes, to proclaim your kindness at dawn  
      and your faithfulness throughout the night!” 
 
From the book of Sirach to the Gospel of Luke, we                             
are presented with the fact that words do matter!            
Words, are a reflection of a person’s inner qualities. 
Words combined with works offer us a glimpse into                   
the heart of another! Can I get an Amen? 
 
Beginning with the book of Sirach, whose author is                    
Jesus Ben Sirach is written in Hebrew around 200 B.C.                   
He shares the conviction that the Law and the Traditions 
of Israel were the only sources of truth and wisdom worthy 
of pursuit.  One of the core values that Sirach reverences is 
Integrity or Wholeness.  For a person holds Integrity, 
when his words are in line with his actions. 
 
So in typical Jewish style, Jesus Ben Sirach uses concrete 
images as a sieve, a potter’s furnace, a kiln, and a fruit 
bearing tree.  Begin by going into the kitchen and find a 
sieve or strainer, that anyone who bakes sifts the flour for 
chaff.  From a spiritual point of view, we want to sift out 
the chaff of discontent…gossip…jealousy…a hardened 
heart….and an obtuse spirit. 
 
Sisters and brothers,  will we allow the Lord to put us 
through the SIEVE this Lent?  That we may be sifted from 
the chaff of whatever is not of God in ourselves?   Are we 
ready to take on the CROSS of conversion  that touches 
the very core of our existence—as we die to SIN and rise to 
new LIFE in Christ Jesus? 
 
Yes, the question remains—will we allow the Lord to put             
us through the sieve this Lent?  Here are some thoughts to 
ponder: 
…What does my prayer and worship life look like? 
…What weighs me down on my path to God? 
….When was the last time that I celebrated Penance or  
     confession? 
….Have I been faithful to my stewardship of the Church,                             
 or have I left it for a few to carry the weight of the 
 many? 
….Have I stepped up to the plate to serve the Church in 
 ministry with the gifts God has given me? 
….There’s more….but we have 40 days to align word and 
 works. 
 
Finally, Jesus Ben Sirach offers us the image of the Fruit 
Tree…as he says:  “the fruit of the tree shows the care it       
has had.”  Have we fertilized, pruned, watered what we 
have planted to help make it grow and flourish with new 
fruit? 

      
For Church, words and works truly do matter!’ 
     ….we can tell our children to go to Mass, but make                  
excuses for ourselves to stay at home….where’s the                  
example? 
     ….we can claim to be loving and chaste in our marriage,  
but have we found ourselves harboring a seductive spirit?   
     ….we can claim honesty and integrity, but fail to admit 
our own sinfulness and instead, confess the sins of                        
others… 
As the Gospel says:  “A good tree, does NOT 
       bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree 
       bear good fruit.  For every tree is known 
        by its own fruit.” 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses the medium of the PARABLE 
to teach so that we can understand clearly the moral of the 
Faith story.  Jesus asks of us—“Why do you notice the 
splinter or speck in your brother or sister’s eye, but do 
not see the wooden beam in your own?” 
 
Luke’s Gospel should give us pause to acknowledge the 
splintering shortcomings of others, while failing to ignore 
the logjams in our own failing.  Pope Francis, in               
commenting on this scripture says—“It’s easy to point a             
finger at other peoples faults and shortcomings, but we must 
learn to put ourselves in the other person’s shoes.” 
 
Throughout the Church worldwide, next Sunday celebrates 
the Rite of Election for those Catechumens and Candidates, 
who will be welcomed into the Church at the Easter                     
Vigil….the night before Easter.  For them and for all of us, 
LENT is a time of Purification and Enlightenment. 
 
These two goals are for all of us to strive for….as our             
Lenten Journey leaves NO ROOM for hypocrisy, which Pope 
Francis says—“can kill a community.”  Yes, it is time to                
remove the wooden beam from our own eyes first, then we 
will clearly see to remove the splinter in our brother 
or sister’s eyes. 
 
May the Lord Jesus, call each and every one of us to this 
Lenten journey of Gospel Conversion!   This is the 
OLYMPIAD of FAITH---are you ready to run the race and 
reach the goal—line as we claim our prize—“Life on high in 
Christ Jesus!” 
 

                                         Your brother on the road, 

                                                         Friar Noel 

 
On Ash Wednesday our special collection supports the 

Church in Central and Eastern Europe. Your donation 

helps restore the Church and build the future in more than 

25 countries still struggling to recover from former                      

communist rule. Funds from this collection support                         

reconstruction, education, formation, and poverty outreach. 

Please be generous to the collection. For more information, 

please visit www.usccb.org/ccee. 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Friars Elect—New Provincial 
On Tuesday, February 22, 2022, the Friars of Our 
Lady of the Angels Province elected on the first           
ballot—Fr. Michael Heine, OFM Conv., as their new 
Provincial.   He will succeed Fr. James McCurry, 
OFM Conv., on May 25, 2022.  May the Spirit of the 
Lord continue to bless the Friars in their mission 
“to renew the Church through gift of                         
brotherhood!”   The election was confirmed by the 
Minister General of the Conventual Franciscan              
Friars,   Fr. Carlos Trovarelli, OFM Conv. 120th             
successor to St. Francis of Assisi, who resides at the 
Curia of the Twelve Apostles in Rome, Italy. 
 
Installation of New Altar Servers 
During the course of the Liturgy today, we will              
install three new Altar Servers. They are: Jacob 
Chardos,   Xavier Chardos, and Julia Chardos, who 
will receive their cassock and surplice and Tau 
Cross.   May we welcome them among those who 
serve us at the Table of the Lord.   Blessings upon 
you as you invest yourselves in the life of our 
Church—Family. 
 
Movie Showing Today:  “BAKHITA!” 
Immediately, following Sunday Mass,  we invite the 
St. Benedict the Moor Church Family to a showing 
of the FILM entitled—“Bakhita—the life of                            
St. Josephine Bakhita, slave and saint of the Sudan.   
For your enjoyment—popcorn and soda will be 
available.   
 
Ministry for Healthy Living 
This coming Tuesday, March 1, 2022, the Ministry 
for healthy Living will celebrate Mardi Gras at 4 PM 
at St. Benedict Community Hall.  The Lord keeps 
blessing this new ministry initiative as we embrace 
wholistic spirituality of body, mind and spirit. 
A good time is being planned as we get ready for 
the Season of Lent. 
 
 
Upright Spinet Piano 
We have an “Upright Spinet Piano” that is available 
for your playing enjoyment.  The cost is free….. 
one need only make arrangements for                            
transportation.   Please call the Church Office at:  
706  323- 8300. 
 
 
              
 
 
 

 
Thank – You! 
Sisters and brothers, thank-you for your generosity 
of giving of your resources for the good of                  
St. Benedict.  We are doing well at our Offertory & 
Special Needs pledges as ACA (the Annual Catholic 
Appeal),  gifts given of time, talent, and service.  
Most recently, to all those who made presentations 
to celebrate women and men of color during the 
Sunday Liturgy.  We thank and applaud you! 
 
Lent  Begins this Week 
On Wednesday, March 2, 2022 we enter into the 
Season of Lent with Ash Wednesday!    Keeping 
things simple and convenient as possible, we will be 
offering the following Lenten services. 

 
Ash Wednesday— 
 a day of fast and prayer 
 a time for abstinence on Ash Wednesday & 
 Good Friday.—NO MEAT!/ no eating between 
 meals. 
 
Ash Wednesday Mass— 

& Distribution of Ashes will be 
     at 12 Noon on March 2nd, 2022. 
 

 Stations of the Cross— 
will follow the Friday Noon Day Mass during 
the Lenten Season. 
 

 Rosary—on Zoom Line---call LaFini Mosby. 
 

Operation Rice Bowl— 
Lent is coming!  Join our faith family—and more 
than 12,000 Catholic communities across the   
United States—in a transformative Lenten Journey 
with CRS Rice Bowl!   Pick up your Lenten Rice Bowl 
at Church ASAP.   During these 40 Days we will 
pray for global hunger and take action to help our 
sisters and brothers who are faced with systemic 
injustice.  Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Flowers are donated in memory of                                                      

Gloria Dolley and Annie Veal 

by 

Barbara Lawrence 

 

Pastoral Concern 

Altar Flowers 

 

 
Join the Active Living Ministry 
as we celebrate Mardi Gras 
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 at 
4pm.  Enjoy the music, fun and 
games and a New Orleans               
cuisine lunch.  Wear your                 
dancing shoes! 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 27, 2022                                          
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     10:30 AM   for the Intentions of the Church—
Family of St. Benedict 

Investiture of New Altar Servers                                        
Jacob Chardos    Xavier Chardos   Julia Chardos 
12:30 PM    showing of “BAKHITA” From Slave 
to Saint” St. Benedict the Moor Community Hall 

Monday, February 28. 2022 
     12 Noon   for the soul of +Donna Koermer 
Tuesday,  March 1, 2022                                                               
Mardi Gras/ Fat Tuesday 
    11:00 AM    for the soul of +Loraine Rachal 

12 Noon  Outreach Ministry 
4:00 PM Ministry for Healthy Living---                               
St. Benedict Hall 

Wednesday,  March 2, 2022    ASH WEDNESAY --- 
Lent begins! 
    12 Noon    +Lucius Dickerson 

Distribution of Ashes will follow the homily! 
A day of Fast and Abstinence:  NO MEAT nor 
eating between meals! 

Thursday,  March 3, 2022    Thursday after Ash 
Wednesday 
      11:00 AM   for healing for Friar Noel,                  
 requested by Sr. Patricia Marie 
       12 Noon   Outreach Ministry 
Friday, March 4, 2022                                                       
Friday after Ash Wednesday 
      12 N00N  Mass                                                       
 Blessings upon Felician Sisters— 
           Sr. Christine Marie, CSSF and                                    
 Sr. Patricia Marie, CSSF 

Stations of the Cross    will follow Mass. 
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence                    
(no Meat) 

Saturday,  March 5, 2022                                                 
Saturday after Ash Wednesday 
      8:00  AM  Mass   + America Ross Dickerson 
      8:30  AM   Sacrament of Penance      
 Divine Mercy Chapel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           WELCOME BISHOP STEPHEN PARKES 
May the Lord give you peace! 
          St. Francis of Assisi 
 

In the name of the church-family of St. Benedict 
the Moor, we welcome you in your first                        
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist with us.  May 
the Lord keep on blessing you in your                 
pastoral ministry to us.   
  Our love and prayers, 
 Fr. Noel and the St. Benedict Community 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Finance Report:  February 20, 2022 
Offertory:  $1450.00   (online  $321.00) 
Utilities:  (online $50.00)  
Church Repair: $125.00   
Altar Flowers:  $100.00   
 
Our stewardship is an act of thanksgiving for everything 
we have and are.  It is an act of personal response to our 
Baptismal call:  to live in a faith community committed 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and committed to serve each 
other’s needs.   
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