
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
    As we enter into the holy season of Lent, we 
journey together in faith as a community of               
believers.  Our spiritual exercises incorporate               
the time—tested disciplines of Prayer + Fasting                
+ Almsgiving.   
 
    Our goal of Gospel—conversion through the 
next 40 Days, can be realized as we support one 
another during this desert trek of inner                  
conversion, mutual forgiveness, love of enemies, 
working towards economic justice, as we walk the 
path of non—violence.    
 
    As we follow Jesus into the desert for 40 days 
and 40 nights,  let us take some time to prepare 
for this spiritual journey inward.  Three words 
surface as we take a closer look at the Gospel 
of Luke 4: 1-13.  Desert is the earth stripped of 
its gentleness…it is an encounter with                       
barrenness…it is the atmosphere of nothingness 
fed by silence and solitude…the desert is a 
place where it is difficult to hide from the most 
basic demands of ordinary Christian life. 
 
Stones represent austerity, rigor misery, 
desolation, and sadness.    Finally, temptation is     
a seduction to evil…an enticement to sin…taking 
the wrong path.  The first temptation, the devil  
commanded Jesus to turn a stone into a loaf of 
bread. And Jesus dismisses the temptation and 
says: “one does not live on bread alone.”  Next, 
he takes Jesus to a place where he can see all the 
kingdoms of the world at an instant.  And Jesus  
replies—“You shall worship the Lord your  
God ,  and him alone shall you serve.” 
 
Finally, the devil takes Jesus to the parapet of the 
temple and commands him to throw himself 
down.  Jesus in turn says:  “You shall not put the 
Lord, your God, to the test.”  Where does that 
leave us at the beginning of Lent?  Contemporary 
“temptations” that might effect us are—                      
procrastination, lethargy/spiritual laziness,       
hopelessness, failure to filter our senses and                   
indifference. 
 
 

 
Sisters and brothers, we are worn out by 
our battle with Covid 19 and it’s variations. It’s 
been a long and drawn out time of masking,              
social distancing, screening and quarantine.  Our 
saturation point has been maxed out as we are 
now experiencing the threat of conflict that can 
escalate into war for our sisters and brothers of 
the Ukraine. 
 
We have cause to take seriously the call to repent 
and believe in the Gospel!  As sons and daughters 
of the heavenly Father, we are called to be ONE 
global family called Church, ready to run the   
marathon of our lives.  May the Lord Jesus, who 
is our healer and life—giver, sear us with the 
Spirit to run the race of a lifetime!  Simply,                
keeping our eyes on the prize—life on high in 
Christ Jesus! 
 
     Be blessed as you and I are signed, 
        sealed and ready to be sent in 
             Jesus’  Name! 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Bishop Parkes –Sunday Eucharist: 
I would like to thank the entire Church Community 
as we welcomed our Bishop to St. Benedict the Moor 
for Sunday Eucharist. He sent a text on Monday 
morning, expressing his appreciation and joy at our 
Sunday Eucharist and for the gracious hospitality 
he received.  The Choir under the direction of Mary 
Beth Kozee was simply outstanding.  Congrats to 
Andrei Lane for “Way-Maker.”   Special                 
congratulations to our newly installed Altar                   
Servers—Jacob,  Xavier and Julia Chardos. 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Brett Dawson: 
We have received word, that Dr. Brett Dawson will 
be honored as one of three ladies nominated for 
“the Rosa Parks Women of Courage for Mental 
Health Awareness Award.”  May the Lord keep on 
blessing you as you make a difference in the lives 
of so many people. 
 
40 Days of Life: 
Today, we welcome a representative from the 
Church of Holy Family for our presence during the 
40 Days of Lent witnessing for Life at Senecca.  We 
welcome among us Mr. Ed Joyce. 
 
ACA: Annual Catholic Appeal: 
Just a reminder for all those who have not had a 
chance to pledge for the ACA, please do so.  As the 
Church of St. Benedict the Moor, we have been 
asked to raise $14,605.   If you have pledged, please 
work on honoring your pledge as soon as possible. 
May the Lord bless our generous giving as a Church 
beyond Thomas Street, but a vital part of the                  
Diocese of Savannah.  For further information, feel 
free to contact Mr. Richard Gibbs, our chairperson 
for ACA. 
 
Mardi Gras Celebration: 
New Orleans cuisine wafted through the Church 
Community Hall, as our cooks began preparing for 
Mardi Gras with a “taste of New Orleans.”  Special 
thanks to our Ministry for Healthier Living for 
hosting this year’s event.  Hats off to our team of 
cooks—Bev and Ves Casimier, Deborah Thompson, 
Ruby Rumbley, Andrea Lane,  Pam King,  Carleton 
Pearson, Gladys Ford, and Latrella Conwell.                   
Needless to say, at the front lines of second lining 
was our own Madeline Smith.  A good time was had 
by one and all.  Mark your calendars for 
Mardi Gras 2023 ~    
 

 

 
 

Stations of the Cross: 
This year at St. Benedict the Moor, we will be                           
reflecting on the Stations of the Cross after the 12 
Noon Mass each Friday.  Plan on joining us at             
prayer for Eucharist and remain on for Stations of 
the Cross that will follow.  May this Lenten                      
meditation help us in our understanding of human 
suffering that once united to that of Christ,                      
becomes “redemptive” for us and for others. 
 
Franciscan Friars in the Ukraine: 
We have Conventual Franciscan Friars in the 
Ukraine belonging to the Custody of the Holy Cross.  
Many of our brothers are from Poland and are                          
responding as real brothers of St. Francis.  Their 
Provincial writes—“I’m proud of them.  They                       
decided to remain with the people freely.  They are 
in danger…May God protect them, and I ask for 
your prayers. 
 
On the part of Krakow Province—we are organizing 
places for refugees.  They have already reached          
Kalwaria and Krakow….all of our friaries are open 
to them.  Among them are mostly women with                  
children.  The men remain in the Ukraine to fight.   
 
I can guarantee you, that whatever you will send 
will be used to support the refugees, the people and 
our Friars in the Ukraine.  If anyone would like to 
make a donation,  please place it in an envelope 
marked for the Ukraine. 

 
 
Upright Spinet Piano 
We have an “Upright Spinet Piano” that is available 
for your playing enjoyment.  The cost is free….. 
one need only make arrangements for                            
transportation.   Please call the Church Office at:  
706  323- 8300. 
 
 
              
 
     
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church is looking for 
a part time bookkeeper.  The ideal candidate is 
knowledgeable using Quick Books.  Our Lady of 
Lourdes is a small Catholic parish, and this position 
is part time.  The hours are flexible but would re-
quire between 12 and 15 hours a week.  An ideal 
position for a mom or dad after dropping your 
child off for school.  To read the full job                             
description please go to ourladyoflourdesga.org.  If                       
interested, please call Fr. Bob at 706-689-5720. 
 

Pastoral Concern 

Employment Opportunity 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As events quickly evolve, Catholic Relief Services is 
helping Caritas teams respond to urgent                                
humanitarian needs, including evacuation, food and 
safe shelter.  Donations can be made online by                     
visiting www.diosav.org/crs; by phone at                               
1-877-HELP-CRS; by check mailed to Ukraine              
Response, Catholic Relief Services, P.O. Box 17090, 
Baltimore, Maryland 21297-0303. 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, March 6, 2022        10:30 AM   
     First Sunday of Lent 
           St. Benedict the Moor Church—Family 
Monday, March 7, 2022          12 Noon 
     Lenten Weekday 
           +Cornelias Dawson 
Tuesday, March 8, 2022            11 AM 
     Lenten Weekday 
           health of Friar Jude Surowiec, OFM Conv. 
 Outreach Ministry              12 Noon 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022         12 Noon 
     Lenten Weekday 
           +Boyd Dawson 
Thursday, March 10, 2022          11 AM 
     Lenten Weekday 
          +Dr. Harold Quivers 
 Outreach Ministry             12 Noon 

Friday, March 11, 2022              12 Noon 
    Lenten  Weekday 
            +Virginia Quivers 
 Stations of the Cross         12: 30 PM 

Saturday, March 12, 2022             8:00 AM 
     Lenten Weekday 
            healing grace for Valentina Nejfelt 
 Sacrament of Penance         8:30 AM 

 
 

Lace up your sneakers for the St. Anne-Pacelli 

Catholic School Vikings Booster Club’s Sprint Into 

Spring 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run, to be held Saturday, 

March 26, 2022, on the campus of Columbus State 

University and the City of Columbus’ Rails to 

Trails. Registrations are now being taken for the 

event, which is open to the public. Please visit 

www.BeAViking.com/sprint-into-spring for                      

registration information and register by March 

12th in order to be guaranteed a race t-shirt. 

Funds raised during the event will support St. 

Anne-Pacelli Catholic School’s middle and high 

school athletic programs. Fees are $25 for 5k and 

$15 for the 1 Mile Fun Run. 

 
 
 
 
Weekly Finance Report:  February 27, 2022 
Offertory:  $3196.00   (online  $275.00) 
Utilities:  (online $50.00)  
Church Repair: $130.00  (Online  $25.00) 
Building Fund:  $130.00 
 
Our stewardship is an act of thanksgiving for everything 
we have and are.  It is an act of personal response to our 
Baptismal call:  to live in a faith community committed 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and committed to serve each 
other’s needs.   
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Major Nettles 
Cordell Parker 
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David Savoy 
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Emi Talbert 
Dorothy Washington 
Mamie Wooden 

In Our Prayers 

Worship and Pastoral Schedule 

Emergency Assistance  

Stewardship 

5k and 1 Mile Fun Run 


