
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sisters and brothers— 
     As we come before the Lord this morning, 
there are so many serious issues that we are 
called to contend with during this Lenten Season. 
We are still dealing with a raging pandemic      
travelling through our world with all sorts of 
life—threatening effects.  From becoming                    
seriously to mildly ill, to needing hospitalization,  
or simply bringing us to the doors of death. 

 
In addition, we are watching with horror the                
annihilation of our sisters and brothers of the 
Ukraine by Russian soldiers and their military.   
Simply put—“war crimes” alleged upon the                  
innocent people of Ukraine. 
 
Ultimately, watching the rhetoric of lies and               
confusion being hoisted upon the people of             
Russia regarding the war and its brutality aimed 
at women and children and men. 
 
The people discussing the news with Jesus                   
assumed that the disaster victims must have 
been greater sinners than everyone else.                     
Tragedy, some of them thought, was God’s way 
of punishing wickedness.  That kind of thinking 
is still present in some people’s minds today.  
However, God is not spiteful.  He does not wish 
evil on us when we offend him.  Rather it’s our 
own sin that cuts us off from him and leads 
to other sins, many of which brings their own     
disasters.  That’s why Jesus warns his hearers 
about their need for repentance. 
 
But then Jesus tells a reassuring parable for all of 
us sinners.  A land—owner wants to cut down his 
“fig tree” because it bears no fruit.  The gardener 
asks for mercy—one more year of care might be 
exactly what the tree needs. Church, God is like 
that gardener.  He sees the ways that we are not 
fruitful.  And he sees our own sin more clearly 
than we do.  And show us mercy.  Yes, God cares 
for us, protects us, and cultivates our soil.  Like 
the gardener, he offers us another chance to bear  
good fruit. 
 
 
 

 
Yes, our God is a God of second chances! When 
our sin separates us from him, he wants nothing 
more than to draw us back to his forgiving heart. 
Every day is a chance to be like a healthy, fruitful 
fig tree and receive the nourishment he offers.  
Church, we can let God cultivate the soil of our 
hearts as he teaches us in Scripture or through 
our life experiences.  
 
So, please don’t think that God is out to get you if 
you’ve let him down.  He loves you and wants to 
welcome you back to himself.  And he will give 
you the strength you need to return.  In the 
words of the song, HOSEA— 
        
 “Come back to me, with all your heart. 
   Don’t let fear keep us apart.     
  Trees do bend, though straight and tall; 
   So must we to others’ call. 
       Long have I waited  for your coming 
         home to me and living deeply our new life.   
 
Sisters and brothers, as we lean upon a God of 
second chances,  may we do so with one another. 
         Your brother in the Lord, 
                 Friar Noel, OFM Conv. 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian Community 
that celebrates its African-American heritage and                       
welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at the Table of the 
Eucharist as sisters and brothers in the Lord. We are      
committed to grow and diversify the Church through the 
new evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of the 
prophet Joshua, we can say: 
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Thank—You 
Sisters and brothers, 
I would like to thank—you for your recent prayers 
this past week for my healing and ER treatment 
with gout.  I plan to meet on Monday, March 21st 

with a rheumatologist to help better contain these 
flare—ups which can be quite debilitating.   
Thank you for all your concern and prayerfulness. 
 
 
Free Spinet Piano  
There is a free spinet piano available for the taking 
from St. Benedict Community Hall.  Anyone in need 
or would be interested, please call the office at 
707   323—8300. 
 
Deanery Confessions   
Mark your calendars for tomorrow evening for the 
Annual Lenten confessions at St. Anne’s at 7 :00 
p.m.  All of the Friars will be available in addition to 
some of our Diocesan Priest for the celebration of 
the Sacrament of Penance.  Lent is the perfect time 
to get our spiritual cleaning done for our immortal 
soul. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Oscar Romero—archbishop and martyr 
                                    1917—1980 El Salvador 
 
In 2015, following a decree that he had died as  
martyr “In hatred of the faith,”  Archbishop Oscar 
Romero of San Salvador was beatified.  For an 
archbishop slain a the altar saying Mass, this decree 
might seemed unremarkable.  But for many years, 
Romero’s cause was blocked by powerful prelates 
who claimed that he had not died for his faith but 
for mixing himself up in politics.   
 
This charge was answered by the postulator of  
Romero’s cause who said his assassination “was  
not caused by motives that were simply political,  
but by hatred for the faith that, imbued with                  

 
 
charity, would not be silent in the faces of the                
injustices that relentlessly and cruelty slaughtered 
the poor and their defenders. 
 

From his installation in 1977 until his death on 
March 24, 1980.   Romero became a tireless                         
defender of justice, peace and the cause of the 
poor.  His weekly sermons cast the glaring light of 
the Gospel on the realities of the day.  As he said,  
“A Church that does not unite itself to the poor. . .  
is not truly the Church of Jesus Christ.”  In the 
face of so many brutal deaths, including many of 
his priests, Romero clearly anticipated his fate.  
“One who is committed to the poor must risk the 
same fate as the poor.  And in El Salvador we 
know what the fate of the poor signifies: to                  
disappear, to be tortured, to be captive, and to be 
found dead.” 
 
He was canonized by Pope Francis in October 2018. 
 
 

Lenten Practices—What have you found helpful in 
preparing yourself and your family for Gospel—
Conversion this Lent? Among the many                           
opportunities are: 

celebrating the Sacrament of Penance 
consider Daily Eucharist 
abstaining from Meat/TV/internet 
witnessing for Life at Seneca 
praying the rosary 
volunteering at the Outreach 
helping around our parish 
bringing the Eucharist to the Sick 

      
As St. Francis of Assisi reminded his Friars—“While 
we have time, let us do good.  For up until now, we 
have done but little.” 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting—The Pastoral Council 
will meet on Wednesday, March 23rd at 1:00 p.m.  
Planning our Holy Week schedule. 
 
Mass Time Change 
The Mass on Saturdays will change, beginning 
March 26th, from 8am to 9am.  The Sacrament of 
Penance will be at 9:30am. 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Concern 
 

 
 
Next week our parish will take up The Catholic             
Relief Services Collection.  Funds from this                    
collection provide food to the hungry, support    
displaced refugees, and bring Christ’s love and 
mercy to vulnerable people here and abroad.  Next 
week, please give generously to the collection and 
reveal Christ’s Love to those most in need.  Learn 
more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, March 20th, 2022                10: 30 a.m. 
     Third Sunday of Lent 
for the Church—Family of St. Benedict the Moor 
             & healing health of Valentina 
Monday, March 21st, 2022                 

Deanery Confessions— 
at Church of St. Anne/  many confessors 

Tuesday, March 22nd, 2002               11:00 a.m. 
      Lenten Weekday 
  a safe and healthy surgery for Amanda Cole 

Outreach Ministry                   12 Noon 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022             12 Noon 
       Lenten Weekday 
    +Florence Dygus, cousin 

Pastoral Council                        1: 00 p.m. 
Thursday, March 24, 2022                11: 00 a.m. 
      +Bobby Campbell 
     feastday of Archbishop Oscar Romero,  
     archbishop & Martyr of El Salvador 

Outreach Ministry                     12 Noon 
Friday, March 25, 2022                       12 Noon 
       +Jennie Danielewicz, OFS   
       birth to New Life 
       Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 

Stations of the Cross                12: 30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 26, 2022                   9: 00 a.m. 
       +Daniel Murphy, Sr. 

Sacrament of Penance               9: 30 a.m. 
Pastoral Finance Council          1: 00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lace up your sneakers for the St. Anne-Pacelli 

Catholic School Vikings Booster Club’s Sprint Into 

Spring 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run, to be held Saturday, 

March 26, 2022, on the campus of Columbus State 

University and the City of Columbus’ Rails to 

Trails. Registrations are now being taken for the 

event, which is open to the public. Please visit 

www.BeAViking.com/sprint-into-spring for                      

registration information and register by March 

12th in order to be guaranteed a race t-shirt. 

Funds raised during the event will support St. 

Anne-Pacelli Catholic School’s middle and high 

school athletic programs. Fees are $25 for 5k and 

$15 for the 1 Mile Fun Run. 

 
 
 
Weekly Finance Report:  March 13 , 2022 
Offertory:  $2130.00   (online  $250.00) 
Utilities:  $100.00  (online $50.00)  
Church Repair: $110.00  (online  $200.00) 
Building Fund:  $225.00 
Easter Flowers:   $100   
Ukraine:  $25.00 
 
Our stewardship is an act of thanksgiving for everything 
we have and are.  It is an act of personal response to our 
Baptismal call:  to live in a faith community committed 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and committed to serve each 
other’s needs.   
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