
 

CELEBRATING BLACK CATHOLICS DURING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

There are many causes for celebrating the gifts of black Catholics today. One is simply 
the numbers that populate parishes across the country: the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops estimates that there are 3 million black Catholics in the U.S., and 798                              
predominantly African American parishes. While many black people are Baptist, the 
second largest religious group that black people belong to in the U.S. is the Catholic 
Church. There are 250 African American priests, 437 deacons, 75 men of African                
descent in seminary formation, 400 African American religious sisters, and 50 religious 
brothers. These numbers do not include missionaries from Africa who now serve in         
various ministries throughout the United States. 

Another cause for celebration is the inspiring list of black men and women whose   
causes for canonization are being advanced. In 2018, the historically black Xavier                  
University of Louisiana (founded by Saint Katharine Drexel) announced that its Institute 
of Black Catholic Studies (IBCS) would support efforts toward the canonization of five 
black Catholics: 

Venerable Pierre Toussaint (1766-1853), the former slave and philanthropist who is          
buried in New York’s Saint Patrick’s Cathedral; 

Venerable Henriette Delille (1813-1862), from New Orleans, a descendant of slaves who 
founded the Sisters of the Holy Family; 

Servant of God Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange (ca. 1794-1882), the Haitian refugee who 
had a passion for educating children and who founded the Oblate Sisters of Providence; 

Servant of God Father Augustus Tolton (1854-1897), who was born in slavery and                   
eventually attended seminary in Rome because no American seminary would accept 
him, and who was a pastor in Chicago; 

Servant of God Julia Greeley (c. 1833-1918), the former slave who was Denver’s “Angel 
of Mercy,” now buried in Denver’s cathedral. 

More recently, the Diocese of Jackson announced the beginning of formal efforts to          
advance the cause for canonization of Sister Thea Bowman, one of the founding             
members of the IBCS. There is reason for great hope that these figures will inspire           
generations of Catholics regardless of race. 
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Our Mission 

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. 
Daily Masses: Wed.& Fri. 12:00 

Tues. & Thurs. 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. 

Holy Days of Obligation: 
Mass: 12 noon & 6:30 p.m. 
(Exceptions will be posted) 

Penance: Divine Mercy Room             
Saturday 9:30a.m. 
or by Appointment 

Emergencies: 
Call Fr. Patrick: 713-302-6549 
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Tuesday-Friday:  

10-11:30 a.m. 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Secretary  

Monday-Tuesday 10-2 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday 10-4 p.m. 
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“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 
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Sixth Sunday                                  
in Ordinary Time 

    
“Blessed are they who follow                                     

the law of the Lord.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian               
Community that celebrates its African-American 
heritage and welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at 
the Table of the Eucharist as sisters and brothers 
in the Lord. We are committed to grow and                         
diversify the Church through the new                             
evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of 
the prophet Joshua, we can say: 

 



 
 

are forbidden but also harboring of any 
anger, which is the root cause of mur-
der; not only the act of adultery must be 
shunned but even lustful thoughts 
which are the seeds from which plants 
of adultery grow. 
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Commentary 

Stewardship 

 

Fr. Patrick Otor 

Weekly Finance Report: 2-5-23 
Offertory: $5196 (online $2531) 
Building Fund:  $235 
Utilities: $25  (online $210) 
Church Repair: $10 (online $25) 
Altar Flowers:  $100 
Poor Box:  (online  $200) 

In Our PrayersIn Our PrayersIn Our PrayersIn Our Prayers    

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
When God, our Creator, created man 

and woman, he gave them instructions 
about what they could do and what they 
could not do.  God’s instructions to them 
were not all that complicated.  They were 
not meant to make them less human, ra-
ther they were to make them more hu-
man.  According to the book of Genesis, 
man and woman (Adam and Eve) our 
first parents thought they were wiser or 
smarter than the God who created them 
and decided to make up their own rules.  
They later found out that what they did 
was a total disaster.  In our First Reading 
of today the author (Jesus Ben Sirach) 
reflects on sin and human freedom to 
choose right or wrong, truth or lie, light 
or darkness.  Some philosophers of the 
time of Jesus Ben Sirach, that is about 
180 years before Christ were teaching 
that when a person sins that it is God 
who makes that person sin or to do evil.  
The author (Jesus Ben Sirach) tells us 
that that is not true.  We have a free will 
and are able to choose right from wrong, 
light from darkness, truth from lie. 

 
In the Gospel Jesus Christ tells us that 

he had come not to abolish the laws but 
to fulfill them.  Jesus Christ fulfilled all 
the laws of God when he sacrificed his 
own life on the cross for the love of God 
and love of humanity.  A love that sums 
up all laws and perfects them.  In doing 
so, he called us his followers to also seek 
as he did a deeper and inner kind of holi-
ness rather than the mere external ob-
servance of God’s laws.  This means that 
not only crimes of violence like murder  

Special Collection 

Altar Flowers 

Sunday: February 12, 2023 10:30 am 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday: February 13           No Mass 
      Tuesday: February 14          11:00 am   
 Saints Cyril and Methodius   
Wednesday: February 15      12 noon 
Thursday: February 16       11:00 am 
Friday: February 17              12 noon 
 The Seven Holy founders of the                
 Servite Order 
Saturday: February 18           9 :00 am  
Sacrament of Penance  9:30am 

Congratulations to Drs. Brett and Gary 
Dawson who will be celebrating their 
25th Wedding Anniversary this year 
and attended Bishop Stephen D. Parkes’ 
2023 Gold And Silver Anniversary                    
Jubilee.  The event was held Saturday, 
February 11, 2023 at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Baptist in Savannah,                
Georgia.   

You’ve shared a wonderful journey 
building a life together…a life of                    

memories shared, blessings received, 
and happiness doubled.                                  

God bless you both! 

 
This week’s altar flowers were donated in 

memory of 

Loyal Evans                                                      
James Grant, Sr.                                                  
Mary Grant                                                      

James Grant, Jr.   
 

by Mary Ellen Evans 
 
 

 
 

Annual Catholic AppealAnnual Catholic AppealAnnual Catholic AppealAnnual Catholic Appeal    

Worship and Pastoral Schedule 

Next Sunday we will take up the         

Collection for the Church in Central 

and Eastern Europe. This Collection 

supports the Church in more than 

25 countries.  Funds from this                    

Collection support  pastoral care,                

catechesis, building renovations, and 

seminary formation. Your support                  

restores the Church and builds the              

future in this region. Please prayerfully 

consider how you can support the                           

Collection next week. More                           

information can be found at 

www.usccb.org/ccee. 

This week we begin the Annual Catholic                  
Appeal.  Your sacrificial gift and prayers will 
help make this year’s appeal a success.  Our 
parish target is $15,045 and we can do this 
if, after thoughtful consideration and prayer, 
everyone participates according to our               
ability. 


