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Communications 
Phone:706-323-8300 

Address: St. Benedict the Moor 
2935 9th Street 

Columbus, Georgia 31906 

Stewardship 

Weekly Finance Report: 3-5-23 
Offertory: $4611 (online $2420) 
Building Fund:  $250   
Church Repair: $20   
Utilities:  $60 (online $200) 
Poor Box:  (online $200) 
 

StaffStaffStaffStaff    

Operation Rice BowlOperation Rice BowlOperation Rice BowlOperation Rice Bowl    

In Our PrayersIn Our PrayersIn Our PrayersIn Our Prayers    

Lent is here!  Join our faith family 
and more than 12,000 Catholic             
communities across the United States 
in a transformative Lenten Journey 
with CRS Rice Bowl!  Pick up your 
Lenten Rice Bowl.  During these 40 
days we will pray for global hunger 
and take action to help our sisters 
and brothers who are faced with            
systemic injustice. 

The Knights of Columbus, Council 
1019 will sponsor a Fish Fry  every 
Friday during Lent.  Dinners will be 
sold beginning at 5:30pm at St. Anne. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children. 
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PastorPastorPastorPastor    

Reverend Patrick Otor MSP 
713-302-6549 
706-323-8300 

St. Benedict the Moor Church 

Our Mission 

Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m. 
Daily Masses: Wed.& Fri. 12:00 

Tues. & Thurs. 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. 

Holy Days of Obligation: 
Mass: 12 noon & 6:30 p.m. 
(Exceptions will be posted) 

Penance: Divine Mercy Room             
Saturday 9:30a.m. 

or by Appointment 
Emergencies: 

Call Fr. Patrick: 713-302-6549 

Mass 

Pastor 
Tuesday-Friday:  

10-11:30 a.m. 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Secretary  

Monday-Tuesday 10-2 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday 10-4 p.m. 

Office HoursOffice HoursOffice HoursOffice Hours 

“As for me and my household; we will serve the Lord.” 

 `tÜv{ DE? ECEF`tÜv{ DE? ECEF`tÜv{ DE? ECEF`tÜv{ DE? ECEF    

 

Third Sunday of Lent 

    

“If today you hear his voice,                                 
harden not your hearts.” 

St. Benedict the Moor is a Catholic Christian               
Community that celebrates its African-American 
heritage and welcomes cultural diversity. Join us at 
the Table of the Eucharist as sisters and brothers 
in the Lord. We are committed to grow and                         
diversify the Church through the new                             
evangelization, family, catechesis, young adult          
ministry and outreach to the poor. In the spirit of 
the prophet Joshua, we can say: 

 



He has given us living water through 
His Son, Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, 
“Whoever drinks the water I give will 
never be thirsty.” (Jn 4:14)  The living 
water which Jesus Christ gives is God’s 
life and since God is love, we receive the 
very love of God when we drink the            
living water.  That is why St. Paul would 
say that in our baptism, “It was the very 
love of God that was poured into our 
hearts.” (Romans 5:5)  It is for this love 
of God flowing from His Holy Spirit that 
we actually thirst as people in parched 
lands thirst for water.  The living water 
originated from the wounded side of 
Jesus Christ on the cross and it contin-
ues to flow into the veins of the church, 
and into us the members.  It gives              
divine life to our souls now and                
immortality to our bodies at the                
resurrection. 

 

The life of God that flows into us 
through Christ is given to be shared, 
not to be kept for me or you alone  But 
to be shared with others.  That is why, 
in those who drink of it, it “becomes a 
fountain within them, leaping up to  
provide eternal life.” (Jn 4:14)  Are we 
prepared like this Samaritan woman to 
share this water of life with our                   
brothers and sisters, our neighbors and 
coworkers, and with so many others  
who are in need of it? 

Stations of  the Cross 

Commentary 

 

          
       Third Sunday of Lent 
 
In this country and indeed all over the 

world, companies like Coca Cola and 
Pepsi spend a lot of money (millions of 
dollars) on television ads trying to              
stimulate our thirst and make us to buy 
and use their products.  Today most      
people thirst for things of greater or 
higher value.  People today are thirsty 
for justice, for truth, for love, for peace.  
People long for recognition, for freedom 
and for security.  The Samaritan woman 
in the Gospel of today was oppressed by 
the prejudice, and injustice of a foreign 
power (the Roman), the hostility and            
hatred of a neighboring community 
(Jewish) and crushed by her own guilty 
conscience because she had been                
married to five husbands and living with 
a man she is not married to, was seeking 
after freedom and peace.  The sad thing 
is that many people in the world try to 
satisfy this inner craving or longing of 
our heart with material things.  Material 
things can never fill our inner void or the 
emptiness we feel inside us.  This inner 
void is a spiritual thirst, hence it can                       
only be filled by God and only God.  It is 
a longing or a thirst for God.  St.                        
Augustine is very when he said, “...for 
you have created us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you.”  
No material thing can ever be able to          
satisfy the human thirst for God.  God 
and only God can do that.  Material 
things and pleasures are like a snowball 
in the river, it will be white for a                        
moment, then melts away forever,                      
leaving us thirst for things of greater              
value.  But God has provided us a way to 
satisfy our inner thirst for himself. 

The Lenten penitential practice of                   
Stations of the Cross...a series of 15     
meditations on the suffering and death 
of the Lord will be held on Friday              
following 12noon Mass.  Host groups are: 

Friday, March 17—Altar Servers                           
Friday, March 24—CCW 

Baby Bottle BoomerangBaby Bottle BoomerangBaby Bottle BoomerangBaby Bottle Boomerang    

5k Run/Walk 

Known & Loved Workshop Happy Birthday! 

Sunday: March 12, 2023 10:30 am 
Third Sunday of Lent 

Monday: March 13          No Mass 
Tuesday: March 14         11:00 am    
Wednesday: March 15            12 noon  
Thursday: March 16         11:00 am  
Friday: March 17               12 noon 
 Stations of the Cross 
 Saint Patrick 
Saturday: March 18            9 :00 am   
 Saint Cyril of Jerusalem  
Sacrament of Penance 9:30am 

 

 Beverly Rumley 
 March 12 

 Robert Wright 
 March 17 

 Jade Smith                              
 March 18 

 
Raising our children to feel seen, known and 
loved by God. 
WHO: Parents, Guardians, Grandparents 
WHERE: St. Anne’s Visitation Hall  
WHEN:  Tuesday, March 14 @ 7pm-8:45pm 
RSVP: Crystal@PelicanProjectMinistry.org 
 
Refreshments will be served. 
 
*Due to sensitive subject matter, no children 

Catholic Relief  ServicesCatholic Relief  ServicesCatholic Relief  ServicesCatholic Relief  Services    

Worship and Pastoral Schedule 

Save the date/spread the word!  The 

Parish Council is planning a 5k run/

walk for October 7, 2023.  Encourage 

friends and family to participate.  

Your input is requested to help come 

up with a theme for the event.  A                  

suggestion box is located in the back 

of the church.  Write your suggestion 

and place it in the box.  The theme 

will be announced later.  Please plan 

to support this fund raiser. 

Next week our parish will take up the                  
Catholic Relief Services Collection.  Funds 
from this collection provide food to the    
hungry, support displaced refugees, and 
bring Christ’s love and mercy to vulnerable 
people here and abroad.  Next week, please 
give generously to the collection and reveal 
Christ’s love to those most in need.  Learn 
more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

Sound Choices Pregnancy Clinic is 
kicking off their Baby Bottle                          
Boomerang fundraiser.  This year 
there is one large bottle in the back of 
the church for collecting donations.  
We hope to fill it and turn it in by                     
May 1, 2023.  Give generously—every 
cent could save a baby’s life.  


