O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the
Heart of Jesus as a Fountain of Mercy for us,
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April 19, 2020 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY

St. Mary & St. John Churches

Fr. Craig’s Homily From Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020

The gospel writers left absolutely no doubt. When Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary, the mother of James, and a

few other women went to anoint the body of Jesus on that first Easter morning, they were disheartened, and their spirits
were dragging. It was as though the crucifixion of Jesus had turned their worlds upside down. You know that feeling of
having your world turned upside down. It may have come through the death of a parent, a job that was phased out, an
automobile accident, or a dreaded diagnosis. Now the Coronavirus has the entire world turned upside down! And so, as
we celebrate the Lord’s resurrection, what do we do and where do we turn? Where is our loving, merciful God? For
answers, we go to the resurrection story itself to learn three lessons.
The first lesson is that God always knows where we are. The women arrived at the tomb of Jesus broken-hearted that the
Lord was dead. They only thought of themselves and what would happen to them - being alone and without help of any
kind. But those women forgot something important: that the God who knows all things knew exactly where those women
were, and they discovered that the miracle was true. The tomb was empty! The living God came to them when their hearts
were deflated and they had no hope, and He filled them with joy and gladness — all because He knew exactly where they
were. And this same God knows exactly where we are, and what is happening to every single one of us.

Secondly, we learn that the devil was at work in the crucifixion. Scripture verifies that the devil captured the
heart of Judas. He turned the High Priest against the Lord, supported trumped-up charges against Jesus, and manipulated
the people to be indifferent and to prefer a criminal, Barabbas, to be released and not Jesus. There is no question. The
devil was no doubt thrilled when the Son of God was stretched out on His cross. On the sidelines, when the Lord gave up
His Spirit, the devil was prepared to shout, “I won! | won!” Today as the Coronavirus creeps over the world, the devil is re-
joicing that the health of individuals is being destroyed. We have the devil to thank for our predicament, and scripture
leaves no doubt about that. It says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, authorities,
cosmic powers of this present darkness, and spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). The devil worked
against the Lord, and he is working against us.

The last lesson is that God desires to remind us of who is in control of all things. The women going to the tomb
were dismayed. The disciples were in hiding because they thought everything was over. Everything seemed black and grim.
Everyone’s focus was on themselves. Is that not what is happening in America? As the Coronavirus claims victim after
victim, our focus is on ourselves, “Who’s next? Will we die?” We have gone our merry way watching the Church lose its
place and position in America, seeing members become indifferent about faith and commitment, and watching young
people on Sunday mornings by the thousands be more devoted to sports than to spirituality. We must never forget that
nothing happens without the Lord’s approval — nothing, including a virus! Could it be that on this resurrection Sunday that
the Lord is giving us a reminder? He is saying, “Wait a minute! | am the Lord of Life! | am in charge and in control of ALL
things, not some, but all things!” Yes, the risen Christ is in control, and we must never forget that. Psalm 46 tells us where
our help is to be found: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in time of trouble.” And remembering that,
we must return to Him in repentance for ourselves and our nation.

Yes, our world is turned upside down, but the risen, sovereign, almighty, omnipotent Lord is holding you and me in
His hands —and, as the song says, “He has the whole world in His hands.” Thanks be to God!

READ'NGS Thursday Saint George, Martyr; Saint Adalbert, Bishop
and Martyr
Sunday Second Sunday of Easter or Sunday of Divine Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20;
Mercy Jn 3:31-36
Acts 2:42-47; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; Friday Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and
1Pt 1:3-9;Jn 20:19-31 Martyr
Monday Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; Jn 3:1-8 Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Tuesday Saint Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Saturday Feast of Saint Mark, Evangelist
Church 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17;
Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 Mk 16:15-20
Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Sunday Third Sunday of Easter
Jn 3:16-21 Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11;
1Pt1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35
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The more a person loves God,
the more reason he has to

hope in Him. This hope produces
in the Saints an unutterable
peace, which they preserve even
in adversity, because as they
love God,

and

to those who love Him,
they place all their
confidence and find all
their repose in Him alone.”
— Saint Alphonsus Liguori
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O Mary,

you always shine on our path

as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you,

Health of the Sick, who

at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain,
keeping your faith firm.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,

and we are sure you will provide

so that, as in
Cana of Galilee,

we may

and to feasting

after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform to the will of the Father

and to do as we are told by Jesus,

who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows

to lead us, through the cross,

to the joy of the resurrection.

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary
Amen. during the coronavirus pandemic
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O Great St. Rocco,

deliver us, we beseech thee,
from the scourges of God;
through thy intercession,
preserve our bodies from
contagious diseases, and

our souls from the contagion
of sin. Obtain for us salubrious
air; but, above all, purity of heart.
Assist us to make good use

of health, to

il

after thy example,

to live in the practice of
penance and charity,

that we may one day

enjoy the happiness which

thou has merited by thy virtues.
St. Rocco, pray for us
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY

Happenings In and Around Our Parish Home

Private Prayer Hours
St. Mary and St. John are open for private prayer hours as
follows:
*St. Mary: Monday - Friday from 9am-12 noon
*St. John: Wednesday and Thursday from 9am - 12 noon
Please observe all social distancing rules if you choose to
attend.
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THANK YOU!

Thank you for your continued generous support!
Contribution envelopes may be mailed to either Church, or
online giving is available via Parish websites or
MyParishApp (text APP to 88202):

*St. Mary Office: 212 W. Hanover St., Marshall, 49068

*St. John Office: 1020 Irwin Ave., Albion, 49224

LINNNANANANANNNANANNNNNNNANNN
Military Prayer List

Please pray for family members of St. Mary/St. John
parishioners who are currently serving in the military.
Please email all names for inclusion in this list to:
stmarymarshall@aol.com.
Cameron Cook, Matthew Fedewa, Brody Fitzgerald, (
David Haack, Blake lobe, Jacob Konkol, David
Mellino, Christian Sabados, Cody Sabados, Paul (
S Shen, Rick Spells II, Christopher Staab, Jr.
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STMARYMARSHALL.ORG

During this time of social distancing, the St. Mary Website
is a great source of information for: links to important
updates from Bishop Bradley, recordings from weekend
Mass with Fr. Craig, and online giving to name a few.
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Please Pray For All Those Impacted By Coronavirus & Those Listed Below...

Barb Aaron
Arnold Arquette
Louann Atkins
Mike Atkins
Bill Bachmann

Maeve & Richard Bartelson

Mark Beason
Ron Bomia
Bill Bramble

Don Brankovich

Carol Buchner

Bernie Buller

Russell Buller
Kaylie Carl
Pixie Coats

Michele Comperchio
Carol DeNicola

Dave Delaney

David DeShon

Tim Donahue
Doug Doty

MaryAnn Dunn
John Dyer
Kay Eagen
Laura Ellis

Richard Engblom
Lisa Fisher-Ragan
Sara Fisher
Debbie Frazier
Dorothy Flynn
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David Fountain
David Goedde
David Good
Father Greene
Pauline Greer
Joyce Hageman
Ron Hageman
Sharon Hanna
Beth (DeNicola) Harsch
Paul Hickey
Millie Hiday
Rich Hulkow
Dave Iselli
Sr. Cyrilla Jegla
Ardith Josephson
Marcia Klein
Peter Koski
Gerry Lautzenheiser
Robert Lerma
Elizabeth London
Carole Love
Mrs. Alda Jean Lusk
Scott MacCannell
Mary Magnotta
AJ Marsden
Eugene Maynard
Mike McAuliffe
Sandra McAuliffe
Walter McNulty
Linda Meeder

Jamie Michaels
Dolores Mills
Linda Leamy Mony
Donna Morse
Angie Myers
Josh O’Dell
Mary Jo Payment
Anna Penniman
Joan Perdue
Cynthia Peters
Dave Poe
Nicholas Ramon
Sue Ann Schnaitman
Hunter Shiling
Martha Smith
Cris Solis, Jr.
Patty Srinivasan
Patricia Stanley
Don Taylor
Steve Taylor
Rosie Thomas
Rosanne Toney
Allen Topa
Larry VanWormer
Helen Welburn
Bernice Woods
Paul Woods
Frank Youmans
Fran Zimecki
Julie Zink
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| FAMILY FUNERAL o0 CREMATION SERVIC

MARSHALL HOMER
723 Old US-27 North 303 S. Hillsdale St.
269-781-9858 517-568-3030
BELLEVUE BATTLE CREEK

205 North Elizabeth St. 2838 Capital Ave. SW
269-763-9511 269-979-3838

www.kempffuneralhome.com
I I C OPHTHALMOLOGY

Shannon Martin, MD
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BLIGHT FARMS, INC. McDonald’s
Cattle » Cash Crop of Marshall

Sustainable Agriculture at its best! « visit us at www.blightfarms.com
Now Selling Packaged meat at Jolly Green Junction

517-494-0141 517-937-8273
Blight Family 11705 24 Mile Road, Albion

Jim & Laura Maynard

203 EAST MICHIGAN AVE.  269-781-9851 Parishioners
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COLLISION SPECIALISTS

Albion Family

www.albionchi

LANE C. STUMPOS, D.D.S.

General Dentistry
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1313 EAST MICHIGAN
MARY A. CROSBY

Cell: 269-967-8296
crosbyma@att.net
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14915 W. Michigan ¢ marshalleyecare.net
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AGENT ® PARISHIONER

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

CAR « HOME « HEALTH - LIFE - IRAs & ANNUITIES

www.SandyWoodsAgency.com

269.781.4256

629-9107
215 E Green St.

< Joseph Hibler

Optemetrist  Parishioner

Mon_., Wed., Fri. 8-5 ¢ T&Th 8 - 6 * Saturday 8 - 12 noon
<5 New Pafients

156865 W MICHIGAN AVE. 781-6644
Sandwiches * Soups
Salads * Pizza
269.781.8800
John & Jodi Lubis, parishioners
www.pastramijoes.com

Parishioner (%- \
N

BoshearsFord

CHANO SERBANTEZ
PARISHIONER

Deli & i
Take-Out Market

ANDREW J. GORDON, MD. FACS

Parishioner
Board Certified General Surgeon

269-781-4267
269-753-0640

15 E Mansion St., Suite 3E, Marshall
| 14231 Beadle Lake Rd., Battle Creek

f—\‘ l(idder
Heating & Alr Conditioning
“8 - 8 SAME GREAT RATE”

'|3§W MICHIGAN
781-3491

Parishioner

Proud
Provider
of Your
Air Conditioning
at St. Mary’s
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FAX: 517°629°9420
Sally Jackson ~ Parishioner

www.kidderheating.com
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