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Ben Bowers’ Journey to the Catholic Faith

Please Pray For Our Youth Receiving Sacraments

St. John Confirmandi who will receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on April 28 at the Cathedral:
ⴕ Addison Carden
ⴕ Emma Mitchell
ⴕ Molly Spells
ⴕ Ian Verbeke

First Holy Communion at St. John:
ⴕ Grace Diemert, 9am Mass on May 12
ⴕ Emma Weitekamp, 9am Mass on May 12
ⴕ Maggie Huffman, 9am Mass on May 19

First Holy Communion at St. Mary on Sunday, May 5
ⴕ Eric Burtrum
ⴕ Charlese Cooper
ⴕ Isaiah Cooper
ⴕ Cora Duda
ⴕ Elijah Hug
ⴕ Madison Kellogg
ⴕ Brayden Klumpp
ⴕ Cooper Klumpp
ⴕ Andrew Swender
ⴕ Blaire Wasielewski
ⴕ Jack Zaki

I was raised Baptist until the age of 15. My parents stopped going to the 
Baptist Church we attended in Southern California and I never went 
back to church until twelve years later in July of 2023 when I found    
myself walking into St. Mary’s. Over those 12 years, I joined the Army as 
an infantryman, went to Afghanistan for one year, and  graduated from  
University. I’m saddened to say a lot of these experiences drew me    
further from God and made me very bitter towards Him. 

Looking back, I feel like a fool for blaming the atrocities of war on God 
or letting my fleshly desires in college pull me further away from Him. 

For the last two years I felt a strong pull to get back to Church; however, I knew through my experiences of 
Protestantism that I simply could not go back to that. I began researching.. “What’s the closest Christian      
denomination to Jesus?”, “Who founded the Catholic Church?” Let me tell you once I found out Jesus founded 
the Catholic Church, the questions in my mind only got bigger and I began googling EVERYTHING from why 
Catholics adore Mary to the teachings on purgatory. 

I joined the RCIA/OCIA and everything began to come into focus: Catholics aren’t the “statue worshiping, Mary 
idolizing group” I had been led to believe. The Church embodies all of the sacraments Jesus founded and I   
became deeply moved. I must tell you, I also found deep sadness for my family and our Protestant brothers 
and sisters who have an aspect of the faith, but are truly missing out on the sacraments and the fullness of 
faith. Every sacrament is a deeply rewarding and moving experience that I wish every man, woman and child 
partook in. I like to imagine when I was in my twelve years of worldly behaviors not believing or adhering to 
God that he was deeply saddened, but possibly he was also grinning saying, “hold on kid, I’ve got a wild twist 
coming your way!” 

You all have been incredibly welcoming to not only me, but my wife, Ty, and our daughter, Lily, and I am      
beyond blessed to have been brought here through the absolute grace of our Lord!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass Intentions 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Saturday, April 27

5:00 pm Gen Metzdorff (Family)

Sunday, April 28
9:00 am Cyrus & Marcella Griffith (Jim & Marcia Maher)

11:00 am For the People of St. Mary Parish

Tuesday, April 30 - Opt. - St. Pius V, Pope
4:00 pm For the Poor Souls in Purgatory  (The Groats)

Friday, May 3 - Ss. Philip & James, Apostles
7:30 am Mary Lou Clement (Kathleen Calligaro)

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Saturday, May 4

5:00 pm For the People of St. Mary Parish

Sunday, May 5
9:00 am Tom Collins (St. Mary Friends)

11:00 am For the Spiritual & Temporal Welfare of the First 
Holy Communicants and their families

St. Mary Church

Calendar of Events

Saturday, April 27
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study - St. James Room
10:00 am First Reconciliation - Church
3:30 pm Confession/Adoration 

Sunday, April 28
10:00 am Family Catechesis - Parish Hall
10:00 am Coffee Hour - Parish Hall

Tuesday, April 30
4:00 pm Religious Ed (Grades 5-7) - School Building
7:00 pm Bible Study - St. James Room

Thursday, May 2
5:00 pm First Holy Communion Pictures - Church

Saturday, May 4
7:00 am Men’s Prayer Breakfast - Free Range 

Restaurant
3:30 pm Confession/Adoration 

Sunday, May 5 *No Coffee Hour Due to First 
Communion Reception

12:00 pm First Communion Reception - Parish Hall

We Care Fund
The We Care Fund was created to help registered St. Mary 
Parishioners in need. If you know of someone who is in 
need, please call the Office at 269-781-3949 or Gus Groat at 
269-830-7744. Thank you!

Scholarships For Continuing Education
Applications and instructions for the Knights of Columbus 
and Bassage College Scholarships are posted on the             
St. Mary Website (under Ministries tab). Please contact    
Steve Searles with question: stevesearles@hotmail.com
*Applications are due by May 12, 2024.

Upcoming AGO Music Event
On Monday, May 6 at 7pm, Brooks Grantier and Christoph 
Hintermueller will present a program of organ music at St. 
Mary Church. They will play portions of J.S. Bach’s “Well 
Tempered Clavier,” and Brooks will give background on this 
unusual, landmark collection of music. All are invited at no 
charge. Seating in the balcony will be limited to 30 people, 
but you may also sit in the nave of the church.

The Southwest Michigan Chapter of The American Guild 
of Organists (AGO) will be hosting the program. As hosts of 
the meeting, please give priority in the balcony to them, and 
fill in if space allows. Brooks, Christoph, and Fr. Craig are all 
members of this fine organization. They warmly welcome 
you to join with the members of the Chapter in celebrating 
wonderful music played on our fine organ, in our uniquely 
resonant and lovely church!

Family Catechesis Event - April 28
Families are invited to join us for the final Family          
Catechesis event of the school year on Sunday, April 28 
from 10:00-10:50am in the Parish Hall. We will be  
spending time focusing on the Blessed Virgin Mary. This 
will be the final event for our religious education Sunday 
program. Breakfast treats will be served. All are invited! 
Please contact Sara Rodgers:
stmaryschoolofreligion@gmail.com with any questions.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. John Church

Mass Intentions

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Saturday, April 27

4:00 pm For the People of St. John Parish 

Sunday, April 28
9:00 am Nina Fitts (Jeannie Weiskittel)

Thursday, May 2 - St. Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor of the 
Church

12:00 pm Deceased members of the Kathy Matson   
Family (The Worden Family)

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Saturday, May 4

4:00 pm Dennis Kalleck (Fr. Joseph Gray)  

Sunday, May 5
9:00 am For the People of St. John Parish 

Calendar of Events

Saturday, April 27
2:30 pm Confession

Sunday, April 28
10:00 am Religious Education Classes
2:00 pm Confirmation - St. Augustine Cathedral

Wednesday, May 1
4:00 pm Choir Rehearsal - Choir Room

Saturday, May 4
2:30 pm Confession

Sunday, May 5
10:00 am May Crowning (Outside Statue), Pancake 

Breakfast (Gym) & Rosary

May Crowning, Pancake Breakfast & 

Rosary
All are welcome and encouraged to join us after the 9am 
Mass on May 5 for a May Crowning ceremony at our Marian 
statue outside the Church. This will be followed by a pancake 
breakfast given by our Knights, with a Rosary led by the Altar 
and Rosary Society after the breakfast. Hail Mary!

Attention St. John High School           

Seniors
St. John’s Altar and Rosary Society is providing $1,000 in 

scholarship money to be given to qualifying seniors who fill 

out an application and submit a thoughtful essay as          

explained in the application. The scholarship money will be 

shared among entrants according to the quality of their   

applications and essays.  To obtain the application please 

call the Parish Office (517) 629-4532 or Celeste                 

Connamacher (517) 629-3276 and one will be sent to you. 

Deadline for applications and essays is June 2, 2024.       

Results will be announced in late June or early July.

Sock Drive Sock-cess!!
Our sock drive for the homeless was a spectacular             
sock-cess! Thanks to everyone who brought in socks, 
and to those who made monetary donations to this   
worthy cause. This is yet another example of St John's 
Parish stepping up for those less fortunate as the Master 
taught us, “Whatsoever you do for one of these least 
brothers of mine, you did for me.”(Mt 25:40). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



April 28, 2024 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Please Pray For Those Listed Below...

Please note that names on our Collaborative Prayer List will now be posted for a two-month period. Please contact the    
St. Mary Office to notify of any new names: stmarymarshall@aol.com or call 269-781-3949. 

Collaborative Prayer Lists & Financials

St. Mary Parish Stewardship - thank you!                   
As of April 21, 2024

Budget year-to-date…………….$396,922.70
Collection year-to-date………..$409,748.61

2024-25 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Goal…….$68,691.00

St. John Parish Stewardship - thank you!                   
As of April 21, 2024

Budget year-to-date…………….$219,134.45 
Collection year-to-date……...$247,014.62 

2024-25 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
Goal…….$51,464.00

Military Prayer List

Kody Chamberlain
Cameron Cook

Brody Fitzgerald
Jackson Friend
Jacob Konkol

Deon Williams Lerma
Jacob Lewis

Monica Lubis
McClure Family

Christian Sabados
Cody Sabados

Paul Shen
Rick Spells II
Ethan Twiss

Barb Aaron
Ann Acker

Nita Meek Armstrong
Mike & Louann Atkins

Carol Buchner
Judith Calderone
Debbie Campbell

Kaylie Carl
Robert Carl
Pixie Coats
David Cook

Nancy Crapo
Lynette Traver deGraaf

Jean Delaney
Elizabeth DiBiaggio

Kay Eagen
Kim Fisher

Stacie Garcia-Moon
Fabianna Generi

Sharon Hanna
Dawnelle Hayes

Paul Hickey

Chuck & Marcie Huggett
Julia Keen
Stacy Kik
Ed Kinish

Kathy Kopitzke
Lautzenheiser Family

Dale Linderbaum
Elizabeth London
Scott MacCannell

Dave Mannes
Tracy Mannes
Barb McAuliffe

Michael McAuliffe
Aidan McPartlin

Madilyn Jo Mains
John Meek

Dottie Monk
Megan Moon

Deacon Mike Moreno
Linda Muellerberg

Cynthia Peters
Judy Platek

Cam Ragan
Theresa Ramelb
Karen Reynolds

Laurene Schmehl
Patty Srinivasan
Luann Stringham

Steven Taylor
Mary Thick

Rosanne Toney
Mike & Kimberly 

VanWormer
Collin Vervaraf
Matt Weberling

Jack & Doreen Woods
Karen Zblewski

Julie Zink

Bulletin Sponsor                                             

Schuler’s Restaurant & Pub

MHS Baccalaureate For Graduating Seniors
Save the Date - Family Bible Church will host the event on 
May 29 at 7pm. More details will follow.

Thanks for your Participation in BAA!
Please prayerfully consider your participation in Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal 2024 by completing the pledge card you 
received in the mail or one available in the pew. We ask 
that everyone in our parishes participate at some level 
of giving. Thank you!

Online giving options:

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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517-680-0081
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