Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
 Christ’s question to the blind man seems out of place.
· “What do you want me to do for you,” he inquires.
· Isn’t it obvious? Isn’t it clear that the blind man wants the Lord to cure him of his blindness?
· And yet, Jesus lets Bartimaeus ask for what he wants.
Jesus respects this man’s freedom, and he invites him to make an explicit act of faith; an expression of love.
To understand this, we have to picture the scene.
· It’s a hot, dry, dusty day, and the streets are thronged with noisy, impatient crowds. His heart is pounding.
· He must have been disoriented even more than usual after being led about quickly by the disciples who brought him through the restless crowd to Jesus.
· The blind man couldn’t see the warmth, gentleness, and sincerity of Christ’s eyes, so the Lord chose to communicate those things with his voice.
· The question he asked, and the way he asked it, stripped away any nervousness, fear, and hesitation that the blind man may have been experiencing.
· Somehow, after hearing the question, Bartimaeus knew for certain that Jesus cared, that Jesus wanted to listen, to help.
· The brief exchange draws these two hearts together. 
· And the Lord welcomes them, takes them into his own soul, and grants them.  We become able to see God in our heart. 
· One of the great ironies of this Gospel passage is that the one man who couldn't see with his eyes was the only man able to see with his heart. This is a key element!
· Others told him to leave Jesus alone. Be Quiet!
· They didn't think Jesus would want anything to do with a poor, blind beggar on the side of the road. As many of us think about ourselves or even others. 
But Jesus did want to have something to do with him.
· Jesus wants to have something to do with each one of us. Think about it! He wants to be in relationship with you. 
· All we need is faith.
"Your faith has saved you," he told the beggar.
· it's through trusting in the God who created us and who died on a cross to show us how much he loves us.
We all have faith; otherwise, we wouldn't be here today.
And we all know that we need a stronger faith; otherwise, we wouldn't be here today.
How can we exercise our faith and make it grow, so God's light can transform us more and more?
· We can do exactly what Bartimaeus did: pray from our heart.
· He begged the Lord from the bottom of his heart to have mercy on him. That’s the key. 
· And when Jesus asked him what he wanted, he told him.
· Here in this parish, we have such a place where it happens. It’s called the chapel of adoration. I strongly encourage you to make a holy hour each week. 
Let's open our hearts to God, and let his light stream right on in.
“Do not look forward in fear to the changes in life;
    rather, look to them with full hope that as they arise,
    God, whose very own you are,
    will lead you safely through all things;
    and when you cannot stand it,
    God will carry you in His arms.
    Do not fear what may happen tomorrow;
    the same understanding Father who cares for
    you today will take care of you then and every day.
   He will either shield you from suffering
   or will give you unfailing strength to bear it.
   Be at peace,
   and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations.”
– St. Francis de Sales
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