Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
 These words of our Lord were spoken at the very end of his earthly life, just a few days before his crucifixion.
His main point is that with his death and resurrection the Old Covenant will end, and the New Covenant, the age of the Church, will begin.
· This will be the last period of salvation history.
· In this period, God’s saving grace will gradually spread throughout the world, and the powers of evil will desperately, and unsuccessfully, battle against it.
· And at the end of the age of the Church, Christ will return to bring all human history to its culmination.
Exactly when that will happen is shrouded in mystery, no one but the Father knows.
What Jesus wants to make sure his Apostles understand is that it will occur, and he wants them to be ready for it at all times
He actually finishes the discourse by saying: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.”
We do not know, because we do not need to know.
· God has seen fit to assure us that history has a purpose, and that it will come to an end, and that we should always keep this in mind.  The knowledge we shall be judged.
· Through the ages, many Christians have become obsessed with the details of how and when this will occur, often neglecting the whole point of this datum of revelation.
· It is enough for us to know that we are part of a story that has meaning and that it will come to a definitive end, such that the sun and moon and stars will be darkened – the whole order of creation will be transformed.
· At that time, we will receive just recompense for how we carried out our role in the story.
It’s that simple, and it’s that momentous.
 Jesus will come again at the end of history to judge the living and the dead, and he wants us to know that, so we can live our lives in the light of truth.
But the fact of his Second Coming doesn’t keep him from being involved in our lives right now.
· Today’s Psalm reminds us of the present tense of God’s love:
· “I set the Lord ever before me; with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed”
· The mere fact that we are gathered here today is proof that he is active in our lives.
· He wants us to grow in wisdom, patience, joy, and courage every single day – not just on the Last Day.
· That’s why he established his Church and his sacraments. This is not a game. There are very high stakes! 
And there is a connection between his future, definitive coming, and all the little ways in which he wants to come into our lives in the meantime.
Whenever Jesus reaches out to us, inviting us to follow him more closely, to be more faithful disciples, citizens, and ambassadors of his Kingdom, it involves some kind of destruction, some kind of loss.
· At the end of history, his Second Coming will involve the destruction of the fallen world so as to make way for the new creation.
· In the midst of history, we have to be willing to allow his grace to destroy our fallen, self-centered tendencies in order to make way for the newness of life in Christ.
· With the help of his grace, we have to turn away from anger, greed, lust, and laziness,
· leaving behind those old, comfortable habits,
· letting them be destroyed by the flow of God’s renewing grace.
The Lord promises that if we do, we will not regret it, because, as the First Reading puts it, we will "shine brightly like the splendor of the stars" as the First Reading reminds us.
Today, during this Mass, let’s take him up on that promise.
'At the sound of that trumpet the souls of the blessed shall descend from heaven to be united to the bodies with which they served God on earth; and the unhappy souls of the damned shall come up from hell to take possession again of those bodies with which they have offended God. . . the damned shall appear deformed and black, like so many firebrands of hell; but The just shall shine as the sun.

Oh, how great shall then be the happiness of those who have mortified their bodies by works of penance! We may estimate their felicity from the words addressed by St. Peter of Alcantara, after death, to St Teresa: "O happy penance which merited for me such glory,"
After their resurrection they shall be summoned by the angels to appear in the valley of Josaphat.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori
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