Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
 Before the time of Christ most religions were designed to keep the gods at a safe distance. In those times, pagan religions conceived of the gods as powerful, unpredictable, and dangerous.
But when Jesus Christ came to earth, he revealed to us the truth about God.
· And the truth is that God is not some kind of divine ogre; the truth is that God is on our side.
· He is our Father.
· He created us, redeemed us, and is lovingly interested in everything we do.
· God himself, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, chose to become man in the womb of the Virgin Mary.
· He chose to become our brother and to share in the sufferings that we all experience in this fallen world.
· He chose to walk by our sides.
Look for example at the conversation he has with the Pharisees in today’s Gospel passage.
· He patiently speaks to them about the truth.
· He lowers himself to their level, trying to get them to understand God’s plan for their lives, for marriage, for the family. Something we too need to understand.
Jesus doesn’t come into our world to make our lives miserable, to cause us trouble, to condemn us.
He comes to save us, to offer us his friendship, a friendship that will give us hope, wisdom, mercy, joy, and the key to everlasting life.
 The saints most importantly the saint that speaks to us about God’s desire to a statement of his mercy.
Many times, our Lord explained this to St Faustina, and she wrote down his words in her diary.
· (1073) ... [St Faustina was praying, and she described her experience:] …My soul was flooded with joy beyond understanding, and the Lord gave me to experience the whole ocean and abyss of His fathomless mercy. Oh, if only souls would want to understand how much God loves them! All comparisons, even if they were the tenderest and the most vehement, are but a mere shadow when set against the reality. When I was united to the Lord, I came to know how many souls are glorifying God's mercy.
· (1074) When I went for adoration, I heard these words [from Jesus]: My beloved daughter, write down these words… Tell the world about My mercy and My love. The flames of mercy are burning me. I desire to pour them out upon human souls. Oh, what pain they cause Me when they do not want to accept them!
 God wants to walk at our sides, to be close to us as we journey through life, guiding, inspiring, teaching, and strengthening us.
But will we let him?
That is the all-important question.
· Subconsciously, we have a tendency to distrust God, to want to keep him at a distance.
· Becoming a mature Christian involves decreasing that distrust and replacing it with stronger and stronger confidence in God.
· Only by trusting him more and more will we be able to follow where he leads, and only by following where he leads will we be able to experience life as he meant it to be.
So how can we learn to trust him more?
There are at least three ways to grow our trust in God.
First, we can obey his commandments.
· This includes the Ten Commandments, the new commandment of loving each other as Christ has loved us, and the teachings of the Church.
· By letting God's will be done in our choices, we make room for his Kingdom to come in our lives.
Second, we can spend time in personal prayer every single day.
· It is important to meaning what we say. We need time to read and reflect on the Scriptures or on some solid Catholic book, we get to know God's goodness better.
· Spending time with someone is the best way to get to know them.
Third, we can share our faith with others.
· Telling others about God's goodness reinforces our own convictions, in addition to bringing them closer to Christ. This week, let's each choose one of those areas to improve on, so that we can let God get closer to us than we ever have before -after all, that's what he really wants, and that’s what we really need.


Twenty


-


Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)


 


 


Before the time of Christ most


 


religions were designed to keep the 


gods at a


 


safe distance


.


 


In those times, pagan religions conceived of the 


gods as


 


powerful


,


 


unpredictable


, and


 


dangerous


.


 


But when Jesus Christ came to earth, he revealed to us the


 


truth


 


about 


God.


 


·


 


And the truth is that God is not some kind of divine


 


ogre


; the 


truth is that


 


God is on our side


.


 


·


 


He is our


 


Father


.


 


·


 


He


 


created


 


us,


 


redeemed


 


us, and is


 


lovingly interested


 


in 


everything we do.


 


·


 


God himself, t


he Second Person of the Holy Trinity, chose 


to


 


become man


 


in the womb of the Virgin Mary.


 


·


 


He chose to become our


 


brother


 


and to share in 


the


 


sufferings


 


that we all experience in this fallen world.


 


·


 


He chose to


 


walk by our sides


.


 


Look for example at the conversation he has with the


 


Pharisees


 


in 


today’s


 


Gospel


 


passage.


 


·


 


He pa


tiently speaks to them about the 


truth.


 


·


 


He lowers himself to


 


their level


, trying to get them 


to


 


understand


 


God’s plan for their lives, for marriage, for


 


the 


family.


 


Something we too need to understand.


 


Jesus doesn’t come into our world to make our lives


 


miserable


, to 


cause us


 


trouble


, to


 


condemn


 


us.


 




Twenty - Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)     Before the time of Christ most   religions were designed to keep the  gods at a   safe distance .   In those times, pagan religions conceived of the  gods as   powerful ,   unpredictable , and   dangerous .   But when Jesus Christ came to earth, he revealed to us the   truth   about  God.      And the truth is that God is not some kind of divine   ogre ; the  truth is that   God is on our side .      He is our   Father .      He   created   us,   redeemed   us, and is   lovingly interested   in  everything we do.      God himself, t he Second Person of the Holy Trinity, chose  to   become man   in the womb of the Virgin Mary.      He chose to become our   brother   and to share in  the   sufferings   that we all experience in this fallen world.      He chose to   walk by our sides .   Look for example at the conversation he has with the   Pharisees   in  today’s   Gospel   passage.      He pa tiently speaks to them about the  truth.      He lowers himself to   their level , trying to get them  to   understand   God’s plan for their lives, for marriage, for   the  family.   Something we too need to understand.   Jesus doesn’t come into our world to make our lives   miserable , to  cause us   trouble , to   condemn   us.  

