Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 2022
Last week the nation recognized a powerful and moving event in the history of our nation. It marked the setting free of those held in bondage. It was moment others were called to move forward to obtain the life of freedom no matter what the cost.
Yet there is a greater freedom that comes to us through the gospel.
 Along the way to Jerusalem, Jesus meets three men who have heard his call in their hearts. He himself called them to a freedom greater that the false freedom of this world.
· They want to join his group and become his followers. They felt the call to renounce this world to enter into the freedom that only God can give. 
· These encounters teach us very tough lessons about what it means to follow Christ.
If we want to follow Christ, we have to expect difficulties.
It is popular nowadays to focus only on the benefits of being a Christian:
· the sense of mission and purpose,
· the blessings God wants to give us,
· the forgiveness and the peace of heart and mind that comes with it,
· the strength God's grace gives to live truly noble, virtuous lives.
These are real benefits. They are not to be ignored. We should desire them and be grateful for them.
But they are not the whole story.
· We live in a fallen world. We live in an enslaved world of false freedom. 
· When we declare ourselves to be citizens of Christ's Kingdom, in a sense, we lose our citizenship in this world; we become aliens, refugees waiting to return home to heaven, or, as sacred Scripture often affirms, pilgrims. The place of true freedom. 
· This earth is no longer our home, and the closer we get to Christ, the more we realize it, the more we feel its sufferings and imperfections.
This is the lesson Jesus teaches us with his comment about setting our hands to the plow.
· Once we decide to follow Christ, there will be times when we will feel like turning back, because it will be hard work.
· But if we do turn back, we may lose our place in the Kingdom - he loves us too much to force us to persevere. It means relocating the source of our security from ourselves to God.
· Jesus wants us to know this. He gives no false expectations following Christ means actively taking risks 
 Some of us may be in the midst of trial or difficulty right now. To these, Jesus is saying this morning: do not be afraid.
· Trust in me and keep going.
· Keep your hands to the plow; the harvest will come. 
· All of us will face trials before long.
· This morning, let's prepare ourselves for them.
· Let's emblazon on our minds this hard lesson that Jesus made a point of teaching us.
· Let's decide today, with the help of God's grace, that when following Christ gets tough, when the trials come, we will keep our hands to the plow.
It is a sad fact that many of our brothers and sisters who are facing the hardest difficulties and trials are not here with us today. 
· Many of them have taken their hands off the plow.
· They have looked for strength and comfort in the wrong places.
· Let's not forget about them.
Let's remember them today, as Christ comes among us again in the sacrifice of this Mass and in Holy Communion, to strengthen us for our work in the field of this world.
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age’” (Matthew 28:18-20, ).

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)


 


2022


 


L


ast we


ek the natio


n


 


recognized a powerful and moving event in the 


history of our nation. It marked the se


tt


ing free of those held in 


bon


dage. It was 


mome


nt others


 


were called to move fo


rward


 


to obtain 


the life of 


freedom


 


no matter what the cost


.


 


Yet there is a greater freedom


 


that comes to us through the 


gos


pel.


 


 


Along the way to Jerusalem, Jesus meets three men who have


 


heard 


his call


 


in their hearts.


 


He 


himself


 


called them to a freedom greater that 


the 


false freedom


 


of th


is world.


 


·


 


They want to join his group and become his


 


followers


.


 


They fel


t 


the call to renounce this world


 


to enter into the freedom


 


that only 


God can give. 


 


·


 


These encounters teach us


 


very 


tough lessons


 


about


 


what it 


means to follow Christ


.


 


If we want to follow Christ, we have to expect diff


iculties.


 


It is popular nowadays to focus only on the


 


benefits


 


of being a 


Christian:


 


·


 


the sense of


 


mission and purpose


,


 


·


 


the


 


blessings


 


God wants to give us,


 


·


 


the


 


forgiveness


 


and the


 


peace of heart


 


and mind that comes with 


it,


 


·


 


the


 


strength


 


God's grace gives to


 


live truly


 


noble


, virtuous lives.


 


These are


 


real benefits


. They are not to be ignored. We should desire 


them and be grateful for them.


 


But they are


 


not the whole story


.


 




Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)   2022   L ast we ek the natio n   recognized a powerful and moving event in the  history of our nation. It marked the se tt ing free of those held in  bon dage. It was  mome nt others   were called to move fo rward   to obtain  the life of  freedom   no matter what the cost .   Yet there is a greater freedom   that comes to us through the  gos pel.     Along the way to Jerusalem, Jesus meets three men who have   heard  his call   in their hearts.   He  himself   called them to a freedom greater that  the  false freedom   of th is world.      They want to join his group and become his   followers .   They fel t  the call to renounce this world   to enter into the freedom   that only  God can give.       These encounters teach us   very  tough lessons   about   what it  means to follow Christ .   If we want to follow Christ, we have to expect diff iculties.   It is popular nowadays to focus only on the   benefits   of being a  Christian:      the sense of   mission and purpose ,      the   blessings   God wants to give us,      the   forgiveness   and the   peace of heart   and mind that comes with  it,      the   strength   God's grace gives to   live truly   noble , virtuous lives.   These are   real benefits . They are not to be ignored. We should desire  them and be grateful for them.   But they are   not the whole story .  

