Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 2022
 Why was the tax collector's prayer better than the Pharisee's prayer?
Because the tax collector made a connection with God, but the Pharisee only made a connection with himself.
· Tax collectors were despised by the Jewish community in Palestine.
· They were Jews who collaborated with the occupying Roman forces by collecting taxes from fellow Jews. They often collected more than the law required, pocketing the extra.
· The Pharisees were just the opposite.
· They were the most respected members of the Jewish community, the elite, the undisputed religious leaders of the nation.
· Through the centuries, in fact, the tax collector's simple prayer, "O God, be merciful to me, a sinner," has been taken up as a complete summary of Christian spirituality.
This prayer makes a connection with God because it recognizes two things.
First, it acknowledges God's greatest quality in relation to fallen mankind, his mercy. 
· The word "mercy" comes from the Latin "misericors [mih-SAIR-rih-cores]: miser (wretched, miserable) + cor (heart)".
· Literally, it means to take someone else's wretchedness into one's heart. That's what God does with us.
Second, the tax collector's prayer recognizes his need for that mercy. 
· He accuses himself of being a sinner,
· someone who has selfishly abused God's gifts and used instead of loved his neighbor.
The Pharisee's prayer shows no knowledge either of God's mercy or of his need for God; rather, it is an exercise in narcissism, in self-admiration. 
Today's Gospel passage is actually the second time in Luke's Gospel that Jesus says, "whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted."
He must really want us to get that message.  But it is not an easy message to get.
· The Pharisee in Jesus' parable thought he was doing great.
· Everyone else thought so too.
· He went to the Synagogue every Saturday.
· He prayed his prayers.
· He didn't commit any big, scandalous sins.
· He really thought he was on track for a gold medal from God.
· But he wasn't. In fact, he was heading in the completely wrong direction.
It is easy to be blinded by spiritual sins like arrogance and vanity.
· The tax collector's sins were more obvious, easier to recognize.
· He cheated and extorted and bribed. Those were sins you could see.
But how can we recognize the sins we can't see?
Christ's parable tells us exactly how: by looking at our thoughts about other people.
Every person in the world is loved by God.  Jesus died to offer salvation to every single person.  His love and his mercy have no limits.
As Christians, we are called to the same universal respect and love - even for the people who get on my nerves, let me down, or who make my life miserable.
If we look into our hearts and discover that we don't have that universal respect,
· that we entertain vindictive, self-righteous thoughts,
· and if we look at our actions and discover that we play favorites,
· that we take pleasure in criticizing others,
if we see that - thanks be to God! 
· Because then we will know that we haven't been blinded yet,
· and so we'll be able to pray like the tax collector,
· aware of our need for God's mercy, and confident that his mercy will never run out.
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