Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 2022
 
The tendency of popular culture today is to avoid thinking about the last things, the great truths like death and judgment.
Popular culture tells us to enjoy ourselves while we can here on earth and not to worry about the bigger story.
That is completely backwards.
· It's like telling a football player to enjoy his game by sitting on the sidelines and working on a suntan.
· A football player enjoys the game by playing hard and doing his best to win.
· He knows that the fourth quarter is right around the corner, and the clock is winding down, and the last minute will soon run out.
· And when it does, when he makes his way into the locker room - sweaty, bruised, exhausted - he wants only two things: to know that he has won, and to know that he pushed himself as hard as he could to do his part well.
Jesus is reminding us that our lives are like that. They will come to an end. The fourth quarter is on its way.
But there is a difference.
· A football player can give his all individually, and his team can still lose.
· On his way to the locker room, he can be satisfied with his own performance, but disappointed at the outcome.
But that is not the case with us. If we play well, we win - automatically. (Side note—Crossing the Goal. Program with football greats talking about their catholic faith witnessing to its power in reaching the ultimate goal Ewtn and You Tube)
If a Christian gives his all,
· if a Christian spends his life fighting to be more like Christ each day,
· in spite of hardship and persecution,
· in spite of opposition and enemies,
· then victory is assured.
 Knowing that Christ's Kingdom will be victorious and last forever has a very practical consequence: it enables us to be more energetic and confident in building up that Kingdom.
· Jesus tells his Apostles that they will be persecuted, but they are not to worry, since "it will lead to your giving testimony."
· This is what we are called to do - to tell others about Christ, to bring them into the Church, so that they too can reestablish an intimate friendship with God and set out on the path to eternal life.
· So that they can have the same peace of mind that we have from knowing what the future holds.
· Jesus tells his Apostles that they will even be betrayed by family members, but it does not matter, because he will still be protecting them: "not a hair on your head will be destroyed."
· And so, he goes on to tell them, they should never give up in their efforts to follow Christ and help others follow him: "By your perseverance you will secure your lives."
As Christians, we are soldiers of Christ.  We have been given a share in his mission.
· People around us are starving to know the future, the real truth about the future.
· That's why they are buying books about tea leaves and Tarot Cards and celestial prophecies, about witchcraft and magic and neo-paganism.
· Jesus wants to save them from their anxiety and from the dangers of looking for answers in the wrong places.
· He wants to tell them the truth about death, judgment, and forgiveness.
· And he has invited us to be his messengers.
We all know someone who needs to hear this message.  This week, let's tell them.
Today, when we once again profess our faith in the everlasting future of his Kingdom, let us also renew our commitment to building it.
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