
 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

  Jesus is s�ll giving his first major sermon in the Gospel of Luke.  

 ●  He is in the foothills of the mountains of Galilee, in a grassy 
 meadow. 

 ●  He is surrounded by what Luke calls a "great crowd". 

 ●  In this sec�on of his homily, he paints a simple, 
 powerful   portrait   of a true Chris�an. 

 But the true Chris�an is nothing else but a   follower   of 
 Christ,   another   Christ, in fact.  Each person is a  living manifesta�on of 
 the powerful presence of God, So, as he describes the characteris�cs of 
 a Chris�an, Jesus indirectly gives us a   portrait  of himself  ; he shows us 
 what kind of Lord he really is - a   lavish   one. 

 Nothing limits his generosity and love   - nothing.  

 ●  If we are ungrateful to him, he is s�ll generous with us. 

 ●  If we oppose him, disobey him, insult him, abandon him - he 
 keeps on loving us. 

 ●  He simply doesn't give up on us. 

 Picture Jesus as he speaks these words: love your enemies, stop 
 judging, stop condemning, forgive, give, bless... 

 ●  Do you think he spoke them with a   frown  , with a voice  like 
 thunder, threatening destruc�on? Hardly. He spoke them with 
 a   smile   and a   glint in his eye  . 

 ●  He spoke them   eagerly  , enthusias�cally, because he  was 
 impar�ng to us the secret of what it means to be a child of God. 
 “Your reward will be great  !" "Gi�s will be given  to 
 you,   overflowing  , will be poured into your lap!"  



 That's   the kind of God we serve.  One who has   no limits   on his 
 generosity,   no limits   on his love.  One who is always  looking for more 
 ways to shower us with his goodness.  That's our Lord. 

  This limitless love of God is the reason why we should 
 never,   never   doubt God's forgiveness. 

 One of the Devil's oldest tricks is to convince us that we are   too far 
 gone   to be forgiven, that our sins are too heinous  to be wiped away. 

 There is no such thing.  

 ●  God's goodness and mercy are like a   huge furnace of  love  , and 
 even our biggest sins are just like drops of water. Over and over 
 again we hear in the scriptures that God’s love is everlas�ng! 

 ●  Our sins, when we cast them into the furnace of God’s mercy 
 they   vanish  ! 

 ●  As the psalmist put it in today's Psalm: "The Lord is kind and 
 merciful. As far as the east is from the west, so far has he put our 
 transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his 
 children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him." 

 We should   never doubt   God's love and forgiveness.   When Jesus was 
 hanging on the cross, looking down at the very men who had unjustly 
 condemned him and crucified him, what did he say?  Father, forgive 
 them... 

 If there is   something   you have buried in your heart,  something you 
 have hidden from God because you think he won't be able to forgive 
 you for it,   now   is the �me   to dig it up   and lay it  at God's feet.  

 ●  He already knows what it is, and he has been longing for you to 
 turn it over to him, so he could free you from it. 



 ●  When was the last �me you made a great confession? Long �me? 
 Afraid? Don’t put it off! 

 Btw, if there is   someone   in your life whom you haven't  forgiven, then 
 decide now to forgive that person. Maybe its ourselves? 

 ●  We are God's   children  ; we have his grace flowing through  our 
 hearts. 

 ●  We become what we love and who we love shapes what we 
 become. If we love things, we become a thing. If we love nothing, 
 we become nothing. Imita�on is not a literal mimicking of Christ, 
 rather it means becoming the image of the beloved, an image 
 disclosed through transforma�on. This means we are to become 
 vessels of God´s compassionate love for others. “. -   St. Clare of 
 Assisi 

 ●  We have   access   to the strength to   forgive  , to   start  over  . 

 ●  Ask the Lord during this Mass to   give   you that grace,  that strength. 

 When Jesus comes into our hearts again in Holy Communion, let's 
 all   thank   him for his limitless love, and let's promise  that we will do our 
 best to   imitate it   this week so that we as Chris�ans  will be faithful 
 reproduc�ons of this beau�ful portrait of Christ. 

 St Faus�na  “All grace flows from mercy, and the  last hour abounds 
 with mercy for us.  Let no one doubt concerning the goodness of God; 
 even if a person’s sins were as dark as night, God’s mercy is stronger 
 than our misery.  One thing alone is necessary; that the sinner set ajar 
 the door of his heart, be it ever so li�le, to let in a ray of God’s 
 merciful grace, and then God will do the rest.” (No. 1507) 


