
 Fourth Sunday of Lent (C) 2022 

 Give thanks to the Lord for He is good for his love is ever las�ng (psalm 
 107:1)  

 There are two details in this parable of the prodigal son really bring this 
 thought home. 

 The   younger son  , who had gone off and squandered his  inheritance and 
 almost lost his life, finally comes to his senses, remembers his father's 
 goodness and wisdom and decides to come home.  

 ●  Then St Luke tells us: "While he [the younger son] was   s�ll a long 
 way off  , his father caught sight of him... He ran  to his son..." 

 ●  It's as if the father was standing every day on the roof, looking off 
 into the distance, hoping that his lost son would return. As soon as 
 he sees him, he rushes towards him. 

 God never stops hoping   that we will come to him.  

 ●  He has his eyes on us   all the �me  , not to pounce  on us when we 
 mess up, but to run to us, embrace us, kiss us, and clothe us with 
 the robe of his grace and the sandals of divine sonship (servants 
 went barefoot in ancient households, but family members wore 
 sandals). 

 ●  This   ac�ve, uncondi�onal love   of God is the source  of Chris�an 
 joy. The devil likes to make us forget about it - especially when we 
 most need to remember it. 

 Then   the older son   hears the sounds of celebra�on,  finds out what 
 happens, and boyco�s the party. 

 ●  So, what does the father do? St Luke tells us: "His father   came 
 out     and pleaded   with him..." 



 ●  God   takes the ini�a�ve in our lives  . He   steps towards us first  ; he 
 comes out to meet us. He ask us to do the same to those who are 
 estranged from us. 

 God is always knowing us, loving us, and paying a�en�on to us.  

 Remembering this, keeping it in mind, living in light of it - that's 
 the   secret to Chris�an joy  . 

  God   never gives up on us  . 

 He is always taking the   first step  , reaching out to  us, invi�ng us 
 to   trust   and   follow   him. 

 ●  Isn't that the message of the sacrament of the   Eucharist  ? 

 ●  Jesus is always here with us, in the   tabernacle  , wai�ng,  eager to 
 spend �me with us, no ma�er how confused and wounded we 
 may be. 

 ●  Isn't that the message of the sacrament of   confession  ? 

 ●  God's door is always open   – we can always come to  him and ask 
 for forgiveness, renewed strength, and a power-wash of mercy. 

 ●  He will   never   turn us away. 

 I think we all understand this with our   heads  , but  do we understand it 
 with our   hearts  ? 

 If we don't, we will never really   move forward   in  our journey 
 towards   spiritual maturity  . 

 There are   two key indicators   we can use to evaluate  how   deeply   this 
 truth has penetrated our hearts. 

 First,   discouragement  . 

 ●  Discouragement   never   comes from the Holy Spirit.  



 ●  Discouragement is a feeling we get when we become   blinded   by 
 our failures and limita�ons. 

 ●  Those reali�es can   obscure   our vision of the   bigger  picture  : that 
 with God, even our   biggest   failures can be   redeemed  . 

 ●  If our hearts are   confident   in God’s mercy, we will  be able 
 to   recover quickly   from discouragement. 

 Second,   forgiveness  . 

 ●  God is   quick   to forgive us. 

 ●  If we have   experienced   that and   value   it, we   too   will  be quick to 
 forgive   others  . 

 ●  If we   aren't   quick to forgive, it could be a sign  that we haven't let 
 the truth of God's mercy make its way from our   heads   down  into 
 our   hearts  . 

 In this Mass, God will come out towards us just as the father   came 
 towards   the two sons in the parable. 

 When he does, let's   thank   him for his goodness, and  beg him 
 to   teach   us to follow his example. 

 “What has He done for me? He has loved me and given me His whole 
 self. What shall I do for Him? I shall love Him and give myself to Him 
 without reserve.” // Saint Igna�us of Loyola 

 Give thanks to the Lord for He is good for his love is ever las�ng (psalm 
 107:1)  


