
 Good Friday of the Lord's Passion (ABC)2022 

  Jesus Christ, our Savior, true God and true Man, has experienced 
 the   absolute depths   of human misery. 

 ●  When we contemplate his Passion, we cannot doubt it. 

 ●  Isaiah didn't doubt it: "He was spurned and avoided... a man of 
 suffering, accustomed to infirmity, one of those from whom 
 people hide their faces..." 

 We have   all felt like that   at some �me in our lives,  because we live in a 
 fallen world.  

 ●  We have all been sick, and betrayed, and hurt. 

 ●  And we have all caused pain in others. 

 ●  The effects of evil and sin have reached out and touched each one 
 of us, just like ripples in the water reach to the shores when you 
 throw a pebble into the middle of a pond. The pebble was original 
 sin. 

 Jesus saved us by   coming down to our level  , by stepping  into the 
 middle of our pain and sorrow: "It was our infirmi�es that he bore, our 
 sufferings he endured," [Isaiah again]. 

 He saved us 

 ●  not by elimina�ng suffering, 

 ●  but by suffering   with   us and   for   us, 

 ●  by teaching us through his own example to trust and love God 
 even in the   midst   of suffering. 

 Do we fully realize what this amazing truth means?  



 ●  It means that we   don't have to become perfect before we can be 
 friends of God  . 

 ●  It means that, in Christ, we can go right into God's presence   just 
 the way we are  , with all our miseries and confusions  and wounds 
 and sins. 

 ●  Jesus' arms are outstretched on the cross, wai�ng to embrace 
 who? Those who never sinned? Those who are already saints? No. 
 Us. 

 The Le�er to the Hebrews understands this.  

 ●  Listen again to the earth-shaking sentence that can free us from 
 all fear and hesitancy in our rela�onship with God: 

 ●  "So let us   confidently approach the throne of grace   to  receive 
 mercy and to find grace for �mely help." 

  Today, although we are saddened by the pain our Lord had to 
 experience in order to save us from our sins, at the same �me, in our 
 hearts we are glad, because we know that   we are not  alone in our 
 sufferings  , and that we will   never   be alone; he is  near to us.  

 ●  God's door is always open, 

 ●  God's arms are always stretched wide to welcome us. 

 ●  God's throne is always just a simple prayer away. 

 Let's not leave this church today without   thanking   the  Lord for this 
 great gi�. When we come up to the cross today and kiss it, let's do so 
 with the smile of gra�tude in our hearts. 

 But at the same �me, we should not forget that many people have 
 s�ll   not received   this gi�. 

 ●  Many people are   not here   today. 



 ●  Many have   not heard   the good news. 

 ●  Many   do not know   that they can confidently approach  the throne 
 of grace. 

 ●  Many are suffering all   alone  . 

 Maybe we know someone like that.  

 ●  Maybe we know someone who used to know how to approach 
 the throne of grace, but has forgo�en. 

 ●  Maybe we know someone who is afraid to come to Christ. 

 ●  Is there any be�er way to please our Lord and be his faithful 
 followers than by   bringing this good news to that  person  ? 

 From today un�l Easter all the tabernacles of the world will be   empty  , 
 and all the altars of the world will be   bare  .  

 Where will the suffering men and women of the world   go   to  find the 
 comfort of Christ's love? 

 ●  They will have nowhere to go. 

 ●  And so,   we   will have to   go   to   them  . 

 From today un�l Easter,   we   will have to be living   tabernacles  ; 
 our   hearts   will have to be the   altars   where Christ's  love comes down to 
 earth, by loving our neighbors as Christ has loved us. 

 When we receive the Lord in Holy Communion today, let's ask him, 
 humbly and confidently, for that grace. 


