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On the first day of the week, the third day of his Passion, Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead. Today is his day.

Many great historical figures have led exemplary lives, taught wise 
doctrines, and even died for the truth. But only one has risen again. 

Among the vast array of humanity's greatest heroes, only about Jesus 
Christ can we say: "He rose again on the third day, in fulfillment of the 
scriptures." 

 Only in Christ's resurrection do goodness and power finally unite. 
The good guy wins!

 Only in Christ's resurrection does love prove that it is stronger 
than death.

 In Christ and in his resurrection, a new - a wildly new - hope 
dawns for all mankind, the hope that if we stay united to him 
through faith and grace, we will rise with him, rise from our very 
tombs, and live with him forever in the never-ending adventure of 
heaven.

No one else offers such a hope, because no one else has risen from the 
dead to be able to offer it - only the Lord.

The Resurrection is the definitive watershed in the history of religions; 
it makes Christianity absolutely unique. In the 
Resurrection, reality becomes more wonderful than myth. 

Only the reality of the Resurrection can explain the reality of the 
history of the Church:



 A few weak, non-influential, and uneducated fishermen from 
Galilee, frightened out of their wits when Jesus was arrested and 
executed, suddenly become world travelers, phenomenally 
successful preachers, and valiant martyrs.

 And the Church they spread continues to spread after they die, 
holding fast to the exact same doctrine they preached, century 
after century, in nation after nation.

 Only the abiding presence of the Lord can explain this, and only 
the resurrection explains the abiding presence of the Lord.

This is what makes us, as Christians, different.

 St. Ignatius Loyola's famous little book, The Spiritual Exercises, contains 
several contemplations on the Resurrection.

One of these deals with what St Ignatius thought would have been 
Jesus' very first appearance after rising from the dead - an appearance 
to his mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary.

This appearance isn't mentioned in the Gospels, but St Ignatius 
considered it to be common sense. 

In fact, as a caption to this section of his book, he wrote, "Don't be 
stupid."

 And indeed, Mary's name doesn't appear on the list 
of women who went to the tomb on Easter morning.

 Why didn't she go with them, as she had done at the burial?

 Maybe because Jesus had already risen and appeared to her.

Mary's great virtue is faith.

 She believed that "what was spoken to her by the Lord would be 
fulfilled."



 She had heard Christ's prophecies: "The Son of Man will be killed 
and rise on the third day"; "Destroy this temple and I will rebuild it 
in three days."

 Mary meditated on this in her heart, and we can imagine how 
eagerly she was looking forward to seeing the risen Lord.

 When Jesus finally appeared, we can imagine how lovingly 
she embraced him.

What might they have talked about? 

 Maybe they spoke about Mary's new mission - now she was the 
spiritual mother of the whole Church.

 Maybe they spoke about the Scriptures that Jesus had fulfilled 
through his passion, death, and resurrection.

 Maybe tears of joy were enough all on their own.

And that joy was of a whole new kind - it was the joy of 
the resurrection, an everlasting joy that neither death nor suffering 
could tarnish ever again.

And that's the joy that every Christian can look forward to, because of 
Easter; it's what makes us different.


