Fifth Sunday of Easter (C) 2022
 
Imagine if God came to earth and told us: “Listen carefully. I’m going to tell you exactly what will fulfill you as a human person. I’m going to tell you exactly what I’m hoping for from you.” Would we listen? I think so.
In today’s gospel Jesus just did exactly that.
First, He tells us that His suffering, death, and resurrection will be His glory. Why is that? Suffering, after all, doesn’t seem that glorious. 
· It all comes back to love. As St Therese of Lisieux put it, God thirsts for our love.
· And the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus brought us back to God. It made it possible for us to receive God’s love and to love him in return in a new way. “Give your heart to God. Deliberately. Knowingly. Willingly. It belongs to Him! St Teresa of Calcutta.
So, after laying this foundation, Jesus tells his friends that he’ll only be with them a little longer.
· He is saying that when they’ve received the power of the Holy Spirit, they will be able to go out and practice what they’ve seen him do.
· Their basic training is almost over (although they’ll need refresher courses throughout their lives).
What is Jesus asking them to do? To love one another as He loves them. He gives them a series of intensifiers here.
· First, he tells them: “I give you a new commandment – Love one another.” As Pope Benedict XVI said in his encyclical God is Love, love can be commanded because it has first been given. We are infinitely loved by God; therefore, we can be commanded to love others. Mother Teresa of Calcutta says “The world is full of good people. If you can’t find one be one”
· Then Jesus says: “As I have loved you, so you should also love one another.” How does Jesus love us? To the end. He loves us to the point of laying down his life for us. And because of his power in us, we can love others in the same way. When you meet anyone, they must be able to see Jesus in you! Mother Theresa says How said it is when someone is looking for Jesus and all they see is you.
· Finally, Jesus tells us that love is the Christian’s name tag. He says “This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” If we pray, we will believe: If we believe, we ill love: and If we love, we will serve. 
Love is meant to be our name tag as Christians. In the 3rd century, Tertullian said that when the Romans referred to the early Christians they often remarked “See how they love each other.” This was how they recognized them as Christians.
And it’s not just a love of good feelings. It’s a love that brings us to lay down our lives for others, just as Jesus laid down his life for us. This is our great power; this is our great privilege. The reason why there is so much physical, emotional, and spiritual poverty can be said in the words of Teresa of Calcutta: “Poverty is not made by God, it is created by you and me when we don’t share what we have” The greatest gift we can share lies within our hearts. When we are selfish in our hearts their true poverty exists. So many broken people just want to be loved. 
God has come to earth and told us what will fulfill us. He has come to earth and told us what he’s hoping for from us. “Love one another as I have loved you.” Love is a Christian’s name tag. 
 “Love one another as I have loved you.” Let’s beg Jesus, really present in the sacrament of the Eucharist, to set our hearts on fire with love, and to give us the strength to love others as he has loved us: to the end. 
Let anyone who comes to you go away feeling better and happier. Everyone should see goodness in your face, in your eyes, in your smile. Joy shows from the eyes. It appears when we speak and walk. It cannot be kept closed inside of us. It reacts outside. Joy is infectious. St. Teresa of Calcutta
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