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Dec 25, 2022
Something is different about Christmas.
· It's not the lights and presents and festive atmosphere that make it different.
· Those things are the expression of the difference, not its cause.
· Even soldiers fighting in snowy mountains and empty deserts feel the difference;
· even poor refugees fleeing from civil wars feel the difference,
· and they don't have Christmas trees or Christmas dinners or even a Christmas Mass.
What is this difference? What is the secret heart of Christmas that touches even the hardest of hearts?
· It is the simple message that God sent us through the baby Jesus.
· By becoming a human being just like us,
· by becoming a helpless little baby,
· by coming down from the splendors of heaven in order to live a regular human life right in the middle of the pain, sorrow, injustice, and suffering of this fallen world,
· God was telling us something that every one of us desperately needs to hear,
· he was saying: "I haven't given up on you."
We human beings have a made a real mess of this beautiful world that God put under our care,
· but God hasn't given up on us.
· Ever since original sin darkened our minds and poisoned our hearts, we have all felt the sting of loneliness, regret, remorse, and interior division - truly, we have all sinned and rebelled against God.
· But still, he has not given up on us.
· He is more powerful than the world's selfishness.
· His light is brighter than the darkest darkness.
· His love is firm and faithful, like the mountains.
· His wisdom is deep and ever-flowing, like the oceans.
· His goodness is endless, like the sky.
God hasn't given up on us, and he never will give up on us.
That's why Jesus is called Savior.
Today in the City of David a Savior is born for us - for us, for each one of us, because God has great hopes for us.
God hasn't given up on us.
It is easy to say those words, but it is not always so easy to believe them.
· No matter how much make-up we put on,
· or how nice our clothes may be,
· or how good we are at being the life of the party,
· when we are alone in our room and look into our souls,
· we know what's there, underneath all the appearances:
· we know the weakness, the failures, the sins, the regrets.
Sometimes what we see is so disturbing that we simply stop looking and keep ourselves distracted.
But tonight/today, God is saying that we don't need to be afraid: he hasn't given up on us.
· That's why he wasn't born in a marble palace and laid in a crib lined with silk and velvet.
· That's why he chose to be born in a smelly, damp, cave near Bethlehem,
· a cave full of moldy straw, 
· a cave that shepherds used as a stable for their dirty sheep during storms.
Maybe our souls are like that cave, and we do not really believe that God's love can get in there.
But Christmas proves that it can.
· He wants to come into the smelly, dark cave of our hearts and fill it with the light, the joy, and the peace that will come from convincing us that he has not given up on us.
· And he wants to come not as a mighty warrior, but as a little baby, because he wants us to hold him in our arms, to adopt him, to make him the companion of our lives.
· This is the Good News that makes Christmas different.
Tonight/today, let us thank God for not giving up on us.
Let's promise him that from now on, with Jesus snuggled happily amid the smelly straw of our hearts, will we trust him enough not to give up on ourselves. 
Think powerfully on this prayer from the very lips of St Patrick! 
Christ be with me, Christ within me
Christ behind me, Christ before me
Christ beside me, Christ to win me
Christ to comfort me and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger
Christ in hearts of all that love me
Christ in mouth of friend or stranger.
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