Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 2023
The arrest of St John the Baptist, mentioned at the beginning of this Gospel passage, was a moment of transition for Jesus.
· Before that point, Jesus had begun gathering his Apostles and preaching, but only on a part-time basis.
· As long as John continued preaching and baptizing, Jesus stayed in the wings.
· But when John was arrested, that was the sign.
· The last prophet had been silenced, and the moment had come for Jesus, the Messiah whom all the prophets had announced, to take center stage.
St Matthew tells us that when the moment came, Jesus left his hometown of Nazareth and moved to Capernaum [cup-HER-knee-uhm].
Why? Among the many reasons, one is often overlooked.
· Jesus a very practical man - he was a carpenter, after all.
· And he had a mission to accomplish.
· He had a business to start, the business of the Church, which would last for all time and spread to all nations.
· And he had to fulfill this mission as a human being - not just by divine decree. This was the point of the Incarnation.
· So he couldn't just daydream, he had to be smart.
Nazareth was in the boondocks, a tiny hill town with a few hundred inhabitants, all of them Jews.
But Jesus' mission was universal, and so, when the time comes to really get going, he moves to Capernaum, one of the bigger cities in Galilee, which was Palestine's most populous province. 
· It was a thriving coastal town near the intersection of the two great roads that linked the Near East and the Mediterranean.
· It was a cultural, economic, and political crossroads - an excellent, strategic location to launch his business.
Jesus used his human smarts as well as divine power to fulfill his mission.
 As Christians, we share in Christ's mission.
His message has continued to spread throughout history because his followers, normal men and women, like his first apostles, like us, have found ways to communicate it to the people around them, to the society in which they lived.
We have received the light of faith, the flame of Christ's saving truth and grace, and now it is our turn to pass it on to others.
And Jesus wants us to use our smarts to do so: to be creative and imaginative, to take the initiative.
We lead busy lives with many responsibilities and activities, but this mission of spreading Christ's Kingdom is what gives unity and purpose to all the others.
· It is what makes us joyful instead of stressed out in the midst of being busy.
· At work or school, we can communicate Christ's message by our example of excellence, responsibility, and helpfulness.
· And we will shine with Christ's light, and those around us will want to know what is different about us - and then we can pass on the flame of faith to them.
· We can engage our needy culture - praying at abortion facilities, volunteering our time with apostolates that are spreading Christ's truth and grace, and coming up with new ones.
· Imagine how different things would be if every Catholic used the same energy and creativity to build the Church as they use to build their businesses, careers, and hobbies.
God gave us our talents, personalities, and opportunities, and he is hoping we will follow his example and use them wisely not only to be successful in the world's eyes, but to win everlasting success - the only kind that will truly satisfy our deepest desires.
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