Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2023
Matthew 16:18-1918 And I tell you that you are Peter,[a] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[b] will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[c] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[d] loosed in heaven.”
The parable of the dragnet teaches us a crucial lesson about the Church: It is in the world, but not of the world.
· The net symbolizes the Church, and the fish are the members of the Church - you and me.
· The water symbolizes the world of human history, in which the Church exists and with which the Church interacts.
· And at the end of history, there will be a judgment. Jesus will "come again to judge the living and the dead," as we pray every week in the Creed.
· At this judgment, some of the fish in the net will be saved, but others will be thrown back, "into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth."
· But until judgment day, the net remains fully immersed in the water.
Picture the huge dragnet as it's suspended in the water.
It is separate from the water, the world, but it is affected by everything that happens to the water.
The currents, a storm, a wave - the net moves in response to all those influences, but maintains its integrity even so.
That's what the Church is like. 
· It is affected by the cultural trends around us, and yet, it is never weakened or broken by them.
· It is flexible enough to adjust to the ebb and flow of history, while always maintaining its own shape and strength, keeping its fish safe inside its sturdy ropes.
· The Church is meant to be active in the world, present in the world, spreading the influence of Christ in the world, saving the world.
And if that is how the Church is supposed to be, that is also how we, members of the Church, are supposed to be: in the world, but not of the world.
Jesus wants to help us experience life as he meant it to be lived, but sometimes we do not give him the chance.
· Sometimes, instead of letting him guide our lives, by swimming along within the safety net of Church teaching, we let ourselves sink to the bottom of the sea.
· Like those crustaceans that prowl the floor of the ocean and cling with all their strength to the rocks, we sometimes cling to the pleasures or honors of this passing world.
· But then the net can't reach us, and we won't be brought to the shore of everlasting life.
· But if we cling to God's will, to the sure and strong net of Christ's teachings, he will see us safely home.
The farmer in the parable sold all he owned so he could buy the field with the treasure.
The merchant sold all he owned so he could buy the pearl of great price.
They were not afraid of giving up some good things in order to gain the one great thing.
Is there something we need to give up? 
· Is there some unhealthy relationship,
· some hidden habit of self-indulgence,
· some unrepented and unconfessed sin,
· some festering grudge,
· some secret sorrow,
· or some self-centered ambition that is weighing us down?
Today Jesus is inviting us to let it go. 
Let it sink to the bottom of the ocean, so that the net of God's love is free to lift us up onto the bright, warm shores of a deeper friendship with Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Savior, our priceless and everlasting treasure.
The Prayer of Jesus (The Unity Prayer) My adorable Jesus, May our feet journey together. May our hands gather in unity. May our hearts beat in unison. May our souls be in harmony. May our thoughts be as one. May our ears listen to the silence together. May our glances profoundly penetrate each other. May our lips pray together to gain mercy from the Eternal Father.
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