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COLLECT 
 

O God, who were pleased to give us the 
shining example of the Holy Family, 
graciously grant that we may imitate 
them in practising the virtues of family 
life and in the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. 
 
Amen 
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READING 1 – 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
 
A reading from the first Book of Samuel 

20 So in the course of time Hannah became 

pregnant and gave birth to a son. She 

named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked 

the LORD for him.” 

21 When her husband Elkanah went up with all 

his family to offer the annual sacrifice to 

the LORD and to fulfill his vow, 22 Hannah did 

not go. She said to her husband, “After the boy 

is weaned, I will take him and present him 

before the LORD, and he will live there always.”  

24 After he was weaned, she took the boy with 

her, young as he was, along with a three-year-

old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, 

and brought him to the house of the LORD at Shiloh. 25 When the bull had been 

sacrificed, they brought the boy to Eli, 26 and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As 

surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 27 I 

prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I give 

him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” And he worshiped 

the LORD there. 

 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM – 
Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 
 
R. Blessed are they who dwell in 
your house, O Lord. 
 
How lovely is your dwelling place, 
   O Lord of hosts! 
My soul yearns and pines for  
   the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my flesh cry out 
   for the living God. 
/R/ 
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Happy they who dwell in your house! 
   Continually they praise you. 
Happy the men whose strength you are! 
   Their hearts are set upon the pilgrimage. 
/R/ 
 
O Lord of hosts, hear our prayer; 
   hearken, O God of Jacob! 
O God, behold our shield, 
   and look upon the face of your anointed. 
/R/ 
 

 
 
 
Reading 2 – 
1 John 3:1-2, 21,24 
 
A reading from the first 
Letter of Saint John 
 
Beloved: 
 
1 See what great love the 
Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. 
 
21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive 
from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And 
this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as 
he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And 
this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
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ALLELUIA, 
ALLELUIA. 
 

Open our 
hearts, O Lord, 
to listen to the 
words of your 
Son. 
 

ALLELUIA, 
ALLELUIA. 
 
(Acts 16:14) 
 

 
 
 
GOSPEL – 
Luke 2:41-52 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went 
to Jerusalem for the Festival of 
the Passover. 42 When he was 
twelve years old, they went up to 
the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were 
returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of 
it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for 
him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to 
Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him 
was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were 
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astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I 
have been anxiously searching for you.” 
 
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man. 
 

 
 A PRAYER CONCERNING THE WORD 
(2 Timothy 3:16) 
 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteousness 
 
Dear God, 
In this world, there are those who 
believe in your Word, while there are 
others who simply view the Bible as an interesting historical book that has little or no impact in 
their lives. Help me to always believe that the Bible is your instruction book for living, and what 
makes it so powerful is that it was inspired solely by you. Using about forty servants through 
the ages, you divinely breathed these books out, inspiring the authors through your Holy Spirit 
to write them. Teach me that the Bible did not originate with people, and instead, that it came 
from your mind and its principles carry your power. This is why your Word is still so powerful 
today, even though the biblical authors lived in such a different time and culture. Help me to 
always see that your Word is the most powerful book ever created, and please let its important 
message transform and guide me to achieve my highest and best to honor and glorify you every 
day of my life. 
 
Amen 
 

 
 
A PRAYER CONCERNING BEING BLESSED BY GOD’S LOVE 
(Ephesians 1:18) 
 
18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 
you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in his holy people 
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Dear God, 
Through your love and goodness, I have learned that you have made me an heir to an 
unimaginable inheritance that will never fade. As a believer, you have granted to me incredible 
blessings that are based not on anything I have done, but instead, on who I am. As your child, a 
great deal of my inheritance is available to me now – such as the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
and my spiritual transformation, whereby I am conformed to the likeness of Jesus. But there 
are parts that are beyond earthly comprehension, such as one day my earthly body will be 
changed into an imperishable, glorious one that is absolutely free from sin and death. 
Amazingly, you have done this to show me your great love that will never end. Please let this be 
a source of encouragement for me today, and for all of my days on this earth. In gratitude for 
such amazing goodness, help me to always show my love for you by serving you faithfully now 
and for the rest of my life.  
 
Amen 
 

 
A PRAYER CONCERNING CONFESSION 
(1 John 1:9) 
 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
Dear God, 
I have learned that, in Christ, I have been forgiven 
the penalty of all my sins – past, present, and 
future. However, I am still called to confess my sins 
because there are parts of me that I have not yet submitted to you – areas where my fellowship 
with you is hindered and I am not living in the freedom you wish to provide. Teach me that 
when I repent, I am agreeing with you that I have been doing things wrong, and that I want to 
do things your way. Help me to always understand that the purpose of repentance is not 
punishment, but instead, to encourage me and give me the tools to change course. Please 
empower me to ask for your help to change, and to recognize that you have the right to teach 
me what to do. Give me the strength to confess where I have gone wrong, and to take full 
responsibility for my actions. Help me to always be honest with you, and to obey your 
instructions, even when you do the painful work of rooting out the attitudes and behaviors that 
incited the transgressions in the first place. May I always enjoy the open lines of 
communication with you, and experience the freedom that confession will provide, as you 
teach me to walk in your ways until my time on this earth is complete and I can join you for 
eternity in heaven. 
 
Amen 
 


