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COLLECT 
 

Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had 
been baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him, solemnly declared him 
your beloved Son, grant that your children by 
adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, 
may always be well pleasing to you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for 
ever and ever. 
 
Amen 
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READING 1 – Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 

 
3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the LORD[a]; 
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God.[b] 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 

the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 

You who bring good news to Jerusalem,[c] 
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+40%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18430c
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM – 
Psalm 104:1-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 
 
R. O bless the Lord, my soul! 
 
O Lord, my God, you are great indeed! 
   You are clothed with majesty and glory, 
   robed in light as with a cloak. 
You have spread out the heavens 
   like a tent-cloth. 
/R/ O bless the Lord, my soul! 
 
You have constructed your palace upon the waters. 
   You made the clouds your chariot; 
   you travel on the wings of the wind. 
You make the winds your messengers, 
   and flaming fire your ministers. 
/R/ O bless the Lord, my soul! 
 
How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
   In wisdom you have wrought them all – 
   the earth is full of your creatures; 
   the sea also, great and wide, 
   in which are schools without number 
   of living things both small and great. 
/R/ O bless the Lord, my soul! 
 
They look to you to give them food in due time. 
   When you give it to them, they gather it; 
   when you open your hand,  
   they are filled with good things. 
/R/ O bless the Lord, my soul! 
 
If you take away their breath, they perish and return to dust. 
   When you send forth your spirit, 
   they are created, 
   and you renew the face of the earth. 
/R/ O bless the Lord, my soul! 
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Reading 2 – 
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul 
to Titus 
 
Beloved: 
 
❷ 11 For the grace of God has 
appeared that offers salvation to all 
people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the 
blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his 
very own, eager to do what is good. 
 
❸ 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life. 
 

 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA. 
 

John said: One more 
powerful than I is 
coming; he will baptize 
you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 
 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA. 
 
(Luke 3:16) 
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GOSPEL – 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
 
15 The people were waiting 
expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the 
Messiah. 16 John answered them 
all, “I baptize you with water. But 
one who is more powerful than I 
will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
 

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was 
praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

 
A PRAYER CONCERNING 
REPENTANCE (2 Corinthians 7:10) 
 
10 The sorrow that is according to the 
will of God produces a repentance 
without regret, leading to salvation. 
 
Dear God, 
Help me understand that the 
process of true repentance is 
described by three words: 
recognition, agreement, and 
commitment. Recognition comes as I 
study your Word and learn what you 
consider to be a sin. This first step is 
critical because until I acknowledge that my actions are wrong, I will not see any real need to 
confess them to you. Next, I must agree with your assessment of my behavior. Without 
agreement, my confession would be more about the consequences of my sins, rather than 
genuine remorse over violating your holy standards. 
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Finally, commitment is also necessary. I must dedicate myself to turning the opposite way from 
sin by choosing to walk obediently in the manner in which you command – knowing that you 
will empower me to do so. 
 
Give me the faith to always remember that I belong to you, and that with your help, I can make 
important changes in my actions and ways of thinking that will honor and glorify you. Help me 
be liberated from the bondages of sin that enslave me, and help me repent fully so that I can 
experience the abundant life you have created for me. 
 
Amen 
 

 
 
A PRAYER CONCERNING ENVY 
(Proverbs 17:1) 
 
1 Better a dry crust with peace and quiet 
than a house full of feasting, with strife. 

 
Dear God, 
I confess that I have looked for 
people and things to fill my 
emptiness. In this world, all too often, 
we compete with each other, and ignore you in the process. People will wait in line for weeks to 
buy the latest gadget that will quickly become obsolete, or that they will have trouble 
remembering to use once the next big thing comes along. The enemy will tempt me by fixating 
my attention on something that I think I must possess, and by convincing me that I will never 
have true happiness without it. The silly thing is that it always involves a need in my life that 
you are perfectly capable of satisfying. Teach me, Lord, that when I try to fill this need with 
something that is not your will, I am demonstrating my doubt in your ability to provide it for 
me, or, I am questioning your motivation for withholding it from me. Unfortunately, something 
that should have a very small place in my life now becomes an enormous preoccupation for me. 
Help me understand that it is human nature to want what someone else has, but I need to be 
honest with myself that I am trying to fill a need in my heart with possessions, rather than you. 
When I find myself thinking this way, give me the strength to admit that I have fallen to the sin 
of envy, and that I must get right with you. Guide me to prayerfully ask you to reveal any need I 
am not trusting you to fill, and help me to repent. Give me the confidence to always look to you 
for all the desires of my heart, and let me express my confidence that you will always satisfy my 
soul like no one and nothing else can. 
 
Amen 
 

 
 


